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Army Blue Book 
and Digital Library in 
Development

Noncommissioned officers across the Army 
will gain a new leadership reference tool 
next year, according to Sergeant Major of the 
Army Michael Weimer. The “Army Blue Book 
and Digital Library,” the program’s tentative 
name, is under development with the Army 
Software Factory and Training and Doctrine 
Command with a goal to begin beta testing the 
platform in fall 2024. According to Weimer, 
the blue book app will be a one-stop shop 
for Army enlisted leaders who want to know 
“what right looks like.” It will include Army 
and unit history information, philosophical 
references like values and creeds, up-to-
date information on standards and discipline, 
clearly defined leader responsibilities, and a 
digital library containing the service’s most 
commonly referenced regulations and other 
publications. The Army also plans to include 
a feedback mechanism in the application 
that will allow soldiers to suggest ideas to 
service senior leaders. The feature will not 
be anonymous, however.

Army 
Publishes 
New 
Retiree 
Handbook
The Army has re-
leased the 2024 
U.S. Army Retired 
Soldier Handbook. 
Prepared by the 
Army Retirement 

Services Office, Deputy Chief of Staff, G-1, 
Headquarters, Department of the Army, the 
14-chapter handbook is for informational 
purposes only and does not make or change 
policy or regulation. Contact your Army Re-
tirement Services Officer (RSO) for detailed 
or additional information. The handbook may 
be downloaded from the Army Retirement 
Services website at https://soldierforlife.
army.mil/Retirement/post-retirement. 

Retirees to See Smaller 
Social Security 
COLA Boost 
Retirees from the federal govern-
ment and military will see a much 
smaller cost-of-living adjustment to their Social 
Security benefits next year thanks to cooling in-
flation rates. The Social Security Administration 
announced in October that the COLA for 2024 
will be 3.2%, which beneficiaries will see re-
flected in their statements come January. That 
means retirees would see an average increase 
of $59 each month, according to the AARP. The 
adjustment is significantly less than last year’s, 
which at 8.7% was the largest bump in four 
decades following a period of high prices for 
consumer goods during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Social Security began notifying people 
about their new benefit amount by mail starting 
in early December. Individuals who have a per-
sonal “my Social Security” account can view 
their COLA notice online at https://www.ssa.
gov/myaccount/.  You can also create a per-
sonal account at the same URL.

Free Lifetime Pass to 
National Parks, Other 
Public Lands

Current military and their dependents, 
veterans and Gold Star Families are eligible 
for a free lifetime pass to more than 2,000 
federal recreation sites spread out across 
more than 400 million acres of public lands, 
including national parks, wildlife refuges and 
forests. The Interagency Military Lifetime 
Pass waives entrance fees for the National 
Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and standard amenity recreation 
fees for the Bureau of Land Management, 
Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Forest Service 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers sites for 
current military service members and their 
dependents, Veterans and Gold Star Families. 
For more information go to https://www.nps.
gov/planyourvisit/veterans-and-gold-star-
families-free-access.htm. 

CORRECTION:
On page 74, November 2023 issue, Art’s Attic 
50 Years Ago – Frau Hannah Reitsch’s name 
is misspelled. We apologize for the error.

Briefings u Late Breaking News - Announcements 

On The Cover

PAID ADVERTISEMENT: ON THE COVER: Prioritizing 
uncrewed systems as part of contested logis-
tics is key to sustaining the U.S. Army’s future 
force and preparing soldiers to counter threats 
around the globe. Airbus’ versatile uncrewed 
Lakota and Zephyr HAPS platforms will support 
critical segments of the U.S. Army’s contested 
logistics mission to enable Army readiness, 
extend operational reach, and provide unpar-
alleled deep sensing and network extension 
capability.Caption provided by the advertiser.
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u President’s Cockpit

We hope you have had some time 
to enjoy each other’s company and 
appreciate all we must be thankful for. 
As we start the new year, we are blessed 
for all that AAAA does, and will do, for 
you and your families in the future.
 We have just concluded our Cribbins 
Readiness Conference in Huntsville, 
Alabama as I write this. By metrics, it 
was our most supported Cribbins Con-
ference to date, with almost 2,100 reg-
istered and over 120 exhibitors. A very 
special thanks to our host, the AAAA 
Tennessee Valley Chapter led by Mr. 
Gary Nenninger, and especially to MG 
Tom O’Connor, Commanding General, 
Aviation and Missile Command; Act-
ing PEO, Aviation, Mr. Rodney Davis; 
the Fort Novosel  leadership represent-
ing MG Mac McCurry (Branch Chief 
Warrant Officer and Command Ser-
geant Major) and their leaders; they 
were omni-present for the two and a 
half day meeting with our users from the 
field and our incredible Industry Part-
ners, and attending and participating in 
the numerous focused working groups. 
See page 80 for details and photos of our 
outstanding awardees.
 The AAAA Scholarship Foundation 
held their second annual fund-raising 
dinner dance during the Cribbins 
Conference as well. It was a 1960s/70s 
theme to celebrate the 60 years since the 

Foundation was established in 1963. As 
you can see in the photo, your AAAA 
National Executive Group was hard 
at work enjoying the event that raised 
over $90,000 for future scholarships. 
The band was terrific, and everyone 
had a great time; it truly put the “fun” 
back into your dysfunctional/functional 
AAAA Family! A special thank you to 
SFI President COL (Ret.) Karen Lloyd 
and her team of volunteers who created 
and brought this event to fruition. See 
her article and more photos on page 
96.  Also, thank you to all the sponsors 
but most especially to Diamond 
Sponsor, Jan Smith and her company 
S3 Incorporated, and the entertainment 
sponsor, Amentum. These great industry 
partners’ measure of underwriting 
ensured that the event was supremely 
successful, and supported the most 
significant AAAA membership benefit, 
the AAAA Scholarship Foundation, 
that every year gives out over $650,000 
to over 400 students.
 And lastly, during the Cribbins Sym-
posium we also held our semi-annual 
AAAA National Executive Board meet-
ing. I am very grateful to all of our Na-

tional Executive Board members com-
mitment and am especially impressed 
with our new AAAA National Mem-
bers at Large and our new committee 
chairs, for all the work they are doing 
from Strategic Planning to the Awards 
Program.  We are currently at a mem-
bership of over 19,600 members (only 
a few hundred away from our all-time 
high) while our AAAA Chapter activity 
and financial status are also at all-time 
high levels; your association continues to 
be in great shape! 
 Looking ahead to 2024, the April 
Annual Summit is literally six exhibit 
booths away from being completely 
sold out. The Gaylord Rockies sold 
out in minutes for hotel rooms, but 
numerous surrounding hotels are still 
available. Check out the web site and 
register today. Note that we are opening 
the show a day earlier so please plan 
accordingly. 
 Again, Happy Holidays and Happy 
New Year to you all. We look forward 
to a prosperous and productive 2024!!

MG Walt Davis, U.S. Army Retired
36th President, AAAA

Ending the Year with a Bang!

First, on behalf of the 
entire AAAA National 
Executive Board, and Bill 
Harris and Janis Arena’s  
team at the Monroe, 
Connecticut AAAA global 
headquarters, I would 
like to wish you and your 
families all the peace 
that is the promise of this 
holiday season. 

The AAAA National Executive Group (l to r), MG (Ret.) Wally Golden (Sr. VP), MG (Ret.) Walt Davis 
(President), BG (Ret.) Tim Edens (Treasurer) and MG (Ret.) Todd Royar (Secretary), doing their part to 
drive the scholarship fund-raising party bus on Nov. 14, at the Von Braun Center in Huntsville, AL.
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The broad scope of these continuous 
lines of effort would be impossible 
to handle without the tremendous 
partnership with industry that 
Army Aviation has enjoyed since 
the early 1900s.  This partnership is 
a cornerstone of our success and is 
enduring. As we meet the challenges of 
future battlefields, our partnership will 
continue and must continue to evolve.

Benchmarks
 As an Army, some may benchmark 
the genesis of our military-industrial 
partnership as World War I with the 
use of mechanized weaponry. However, 
it goes back much further.  We have 
always relied on the ingenuity and 
work ethic of American industry.  As 
early as the aftermath of the American 

Revolution, Congress utilized private 
contractors to purchase small arms 
and ammunition to supplement our 
national armories. 
 During the Civil War, northern in-
dustries were producing large quantities 
of high-quality weapons in large num-
bers. One of the earliest private sector 
and Army Aviation partnerships was 
with the scientist and inventor, Thadde-
us Lowe, who impressed President Lin-
coln by sending a telegram to him while 
in a balloon above the White House in 
July 1861. This demonstration resulted 
in the procurement of seven balloons 
for the Union Army and the naming 
of Lowe as the Chief Aeronaut of the 
Union Army Balloon Corps.
 It is true that the 19th and 20th 
centuries witnessed a proliferation 

of growth in the military-industry 
partnership. During both World Wars 
and the Korean Conflict, American 
industrial might produced military 
weapons and equipment on an 
exponential scale, supplying ourselves 
and our Allies to combat global threats. 
Notwithstanding, this period generated 
challenges in technology development, 
increased expense, and the balanced 
relationship between the military and 
industry. During the Cold War, the 
term Military Industrial Complex was 
coined, and the risks were highlighted.
  Nonetheless, the military’s Cold War 
partnership with industry delivered 
legendary aircraft such as the AH-1 
“Cobra,” OH-6 “Cayuse,” and UH-1 
“Huey.” These aircraft were pivotal in 
supporting Soldiers on the ground 

A Winning Military and Industry Partnership
By MG Michael C. McCurry II

Developing Aviation Soldiers and Leaders, and 
transforming Army Aviation by synchronizing 

doctrine, training, operational concepts, sustainment, 
and facilities with the materiel are two of my biggest 
jobs as the temporary steward of the Sacred Trust.

Fort Novosel conducts its annual Aviation 
Industry Days event including a lineup of guest 
speakers and Q&A sessions at the Post Theater 
Aug. 9, 2023.



ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                11                                    December 31, 2023

©photo Anthony PECCHI.
MD Helicopter.

Control the battlefield and execute quick-strike capability with extreme precision and agility.  
Operate at ranges outside of the light-weapons threat envelope. L3Harris’ portfolio of WESCAM  
MX targeting systems provides powerful designating capabilities and combat-proven solutions  
for day, low-light and night missions.

 > Maintain full situational awareness while identifying targets of interest with separate wide  
 angle and spotter cameras

 > Achieve precise targeting with an independent, fully-stabilized designator
 > Keep cross-hairs on target with accurate and stable geolocation and auto-mode steering 
 > Nose, pylon, canopy and mast sensor mounting options

 
Learn more at www.L3Harris.com/MX15D

COMBAT-PROVEN PRECISION 
WITH WESCAM MX™-SERIES 
SOLUTIONS

WESCAM MX SYSTEMS

http:// www.l3harris.com/mx15d 


ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                   12                                            December 31, 2023

during the Vietnam War. In addition 
to the Loach providing reconnaissance, 
and the AH-1 providing aerial rocket 
artillery and close combat support, 
the UH-1 fulfilled multiple roles, 
performing a variety of Army Aviation 
missions from air movement of supplies, 
air assault, and medical evacuation.
 Following Vietnam and as the Army 
transitioned to Airland Battle doctrine, 
industry came through once again.  
Developing technologies and platforms 
to fight outnumbered, on an “extended 
battlefield,” by delivering the “Big 
Five” – the Apache and Black Hawk 
Helicopters, Bradley Fighting Vehicle, 
Abrams Main Battle Tank, and the 
Patriot Missile System. These weapons 
transformed how we fought in Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm and served us 
well over 20 years of sustained combat 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Strengthening the Partnership
 Today, as we focus on training for 
Large-Scale Combat Operations 
against peer threats, like our 
Airland Battle transition and the 
other inflections before it, we must 
work together to provide lethal 
and survivable systems to meet the 

rapidly evolving threats of today and 
tomorrow.  This is critical not only for 
Army Aviation but for the survivability 
of the entire combined arms team and 
the Joint force. Despite the increasing 
capabilities of our foes, I am confident 
that our military-industry partnership 
will continue to provide our Soldiers 
with the weapon systems to fight and 
win in the future. 
 We have many tools to help us con-
tinue strengthening this partnership to 
meet the threats of 2030 and beyond. 
First, we must continue our robust dia-
logue and maintain open communica-
tions. Our national organizations spon-
sor conferences designed to promote 
communications between military and 
industry partners. These forums help 
to renew, cultivate, and improve rela-
tionships. Second, we must continue 
to streamline and gain efficiencies that 
increase speed, reduce risk, and ham-
mer away at cost. Initiatives such as 
the Modular Open Systems Approach 
(MOSA) as a case in point. MOSA is 
both a requirement and an approach to 
develop a common architecture for our 
platforms. In other words, a more ac-
cessible and streamlined program that 
would reduce integration complexity, 

cost, and time needed to inject new 
technology. Without this faster turn, 
we risk falling behind potential adver-
saries.  Third, we must understand and 
appreciate that this relationship is sym-
biotic. Industry depends on the military, 
to clearly articulate our requirements. 
While changes to requirements hap-
pen, consistency and communication 
are paramount. On the other hand, the 
uniformed leaders expect industry to 
reciprocate and partner on risk, cost, 
and schedule.
 As we forge the narrow path 
to maintain our Nation’s military 
advantage, our compass clearly points 
to continued collaboration. Based on 
where we have been and what we have 
done together before, we have a winning 
relationship that will continue to evolve 
and produce an effective combination 
for our Soldiers and Nation – our 
military and industry partnership!
 This We’ll Defend!
 Above the Best!
 Fly Army!
 
MG Michael C. McCurry II is the Army 
Aviation branch chief and commander 
of the U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.
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u This Is Your Army!      

Surface-to-air arsenals of both sides 
have made air operations – rotary and 
fixed-wing – very risky. The result has 
been a stalemate in the sky, as neither 
side wants to send manned aircraft 
across the forward lines of their own 
troops.

A Change In Land Warfare
 Any serious professional concerned 
with ground warfare should be 
studying the use of drones in Ukraine. 
After the first invasion, in 2014, 
the Ukrainians started using small 
unmanned aerial systems (sUAS) for 
reconnaissance, targeting, and direct 
attack. After the full-scale invasion, in 
February 2022, there was an explosive 
proliferation of sUAS on both sides. 

Today, they are used everywhere along 
the front for reconnaissance, targeting, 
attack, and communications. 
 What has emerged is a new arena 
of combat. The air-ground littoral 
is the airspace from the ground to 
a few thousand feet above it. This is 
where sUAS operate. It is where they 
engage and are engaged by ground 
forces. Increasingly, it is where sUAS 
fight one another. Today, above every 
Russian and Ukrainian unit along 
the 800-mile line of contact, there 
is a battle fought by and against 
sUAS, in the air-ground littoral. That 
contest is so intense the Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI) estimated 
Ukrainians are losing sUAS at a rate 
of up to 10,000 per month. 

 This is just the beginning, and 
it is bigger than sUAS. About 25 
years ago, new technologies began 
disrupting warfare in the air domain. 
About five years ago, this spread to the 
maritime domain. Now, technology 
has advanced to the point that we are 
seeing disruption in the land domain. 
Small UAS are important, but the air-
ground littoral phenomenon is only 
the leading edge of how AI-enabled, 
robotic systems will allow human-
machine integrated formations to 
change land warfare. 

Implications of the Air-Ground 
Littoral for the U.S. Army
 Ground formations must be 
organized, trained, and equipped to 

Army Futures Command

Land Warfare and the Air-Ground Littoral
By GEN Jim E. Rainey and Dr. James K. Greer

Ground combat in Ukraine has proven just as lethal    

as it was in World War II or Korea. The same has been 

 true in the air. 

U.
S.

 A
RM

Y 
PH

OT
O 

BY
 S

PC
 J

AV
IO

N 
SI

DE
RS

, 9
2N

D 
CO

M
BA

T 
CA

M
ER

A 
CO

M
PA

NY

An Air Launched Effects (ALE) system is launched 
from a UH-60L Black Hawk as part of capabilities 
testing during Project Convergence at Yuma 
Proving Ground, Arizona.
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attack and defend—including by air-
to-air engagements—in the air-ground 
littoral. This requires changes to Army 
and Joint doctrine, organization, 
training, materiel, leadership and 
education, personnel, facilities, and 
policy (DOTMLPF-P). We do that 
kind of change best when we lead with 
doctrine. 
 In the past, U.S. Army maneuver 
commanders were concerned with 
airspace in a limited sense, to deconflict 
their fires and air movements. To 
a lesser extent, they understood air 
defense. Now, they need to be thinking 
about performing tactical tasks in 
three dimensions. Controlling terrain 
means also controlling the near-earth 
airspace. Managing terrain includes 
managing large airspace coordination 
areas (ACAs). sUAS give ground 
commanders new ways to attack, and 
new threats and avenues of approach 
to defend against. 
 Ground forces organized, trained, 
and equipped to exploit the air-ground 
littoral can sense and strike further 
and faster. They can gain and maintain 
contact with large numbers of attritable 
systems, communicate over wider 

areas, and have new ways to achieve 
and sustain a vertical envelopment. 
The air-ground littoral is an exception 
to the rule that technology is making 
defense stronger. It is easier to attack 
through the air-ground littoral than 
to defend against attack from it. And, 
because action in the air-ground 
littoral will be continuous, action on 
the ground will be continuous. 

Implications for Army Aviation 
 The air-ground littoral is a new 
term, but it is not a new space for 
Army aviators. This is where rotary 
wing aircraft have operated since 
their inception. But the space is now 
cluttered with friendly and enemy 
sUAS. Some sUAS will even hunt 
helicopters. Already, we see first person 
view (FPV) drones being employed 
in a counter-air mode. Rotary 
wing formations need protection 
against Group 1-3 unmanned aerial 
systems. And they should be able to 
employ sUAS in offensive counter-
air operations while still piloting 
their aircraft in the performance of 
traditional Army aviation tasks. This 
may require AI-enabled systems, to 

help identify and defeat sUAS threats 
without the intervention of air crew, 
or to reduce cognitive load during 
offensive operations. 
 Aviation units must be designed for 
continuous operations with systems 
that can be easily replenished. Because 
combat in the air-ground littoral is 24 
hours a day, Army aviation formations, 
to include their command posts, 
forward arming and refueling points, 
and other sustainment elements will 
be under constant observation and in 
constant contact. Attrition for their 
own sUAS will be high. And they will 
need a steady resupply of counter-
UAS materiel. 

Adapting Faster
 In the 21 months since the 
large-scale Russian invasion, sUAS 
operating in the air-ground littoral 
have gone through four generations of 
technology, from simple commercial 
off the shelf drones, to 3D printed 
bomblet-dropping drones, to sUAS 
semi-hardened against electronic 
warfare and FPV attack. This rapid 
evolution of tactics and technologies 
will continue and accelerate. 
 The U.S. Army must develop 
the ability to adopt and integrate 
technologies faster. Today, we are 
developing the Army Warfighting 
Concept for 2030-2040. That concept 
will set the avenue of approach for 
Army transformation. Within that 
broad approach, we need to be agile, 
especially in areas where technology 
is evolving rapidly. There is no better 
example than sUAS and their enabling 
information technologies. The Army 
needs to be able to integrate an existing 
technology into an operational unit as 
a holistic, DOTMLPF-P integrated 
capability, within about 18-24 months 
of recognizing an opportunity. 
This competence will be even more 
important and require even greater 
speed during war. 
 In many cases, we are allowing the 
aspirational to stand in the way of the 
doable. There are technologies that 
would be useful in our formations 
right now but are not yet fielded 
because we are waiting until they can 
do even more. New technologies with 
game-changing potential should be in 
operational units as soon as they are 
useful, even if only in small quantities 
of minimum-viable products. This 
accelerates development of the 
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Unmanned aerial systems, more commonly known as drones, like this one are becoming more capable, 
cheaper, modifiable, and potentially more dangerous.
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technology. But it also lets us learn 
how to best employ it, and how to 
adapt our formations and training 
accordingly. Most importantly, it 
gives leaders experience using the 
technology as it evolves. 
 We can do this because one of our 
asymmetric advantages over any army 
in the world is our people. Our Soldiers 
and civilians are not only the best trained 
and educated, but they are the most 
innovative. This, if skillfully combined 
with our country’s unparalleled civil 
innovation base – American industry 
and academia – gives us an innovation 
advantage no adversary can replicate. 
We have only to leverage it. 

A Systems of Systems Approach
 Warfare in the air-ground littoral 
will be systems of systems warfare. 
UAS are not employed independently. 
They are components of larger systems. 
Some sUAS are part of a fires system, 
acting as reconnaissance and targeting 
drones that show artillery and other 
systems where to strike and then allow 
battle damage assessments. Other 
sUAS are part of an intelligence system, 
providing intelligence, surveillance, 

and reconnaissance. Others are the 
lethal part of a kill chain. These should 
not be separate systems –all should be 
integrated into a larger whole. 
 This extends from the battlefield 
all the way to the industrial base. We 
need a fully integrated, enterprise-
level, system of systems that procures 
components, manufactures sUAS, 
and moves them through contested 
supply lines to the point of need. And 
we need a training pipeline for the 
Soldiers who operate or enable those 
systems. 

Conclusion
 Just as it has been since the inception 
of Army aviation, operations in the 
air-ground littoral are inextricably 
interrelated with operations on 
the ground. However, maneuver 
commanders, accustomed to thinking 
about the near-earth airspace in only a 
limited way, need to make the mental 
leap to all arms maneuver warfare 
in three dimensions. This is just one 
example of how technology is driving 
change in the character of warfare. 
And technology will punish unskilled 
commanders and untrained formations.

 Transforming the Army for 
that future is about more than the 
technology. It is about fielding 
formations that are organized, trained, 
and equipped to fully exploit the 
potential of that technology. This 
requires action across DOTMLPF-P, 
and it requires a system of system 
approach. Most importantly, it 
requires embracing that changes in 
technologies relevant to land warfare 
will be rapid and continuous. By 
leveraging asymmetric advantages in 
our people and in our country’s civil 
innovation base, we can adapt faster 
than any army in the world.

GEN James E. Rainey is the second 
commanding general of U.S. Army 
Futures Command headquartered in 
Austin, Texas; and James K. Greer, 
PhD, is a retired U.S. Army colonel and 
former armor officer who commanded 
through the brigade level. He is currently 
an associate professor at the U.S. Army 
School of Advanced Military Studies at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where he 
previously served as director.

Frank Reuter
U.S. Army 1986-2006

Bruce Melendez
U.S. Army 1986-2007

Ron Bergonia
U.S. Army 1989-1999
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  u PEO Aviation Update

The PEO will continue to evolve to field the aviation 
capabilities needed for the Army of 2030 and to develop the 
innovative capabilities required by the Army of 2040. The 
question is, how do we position Army Aviation for success in 
2030 and beyond?
 The Program Executive Office for Aviation (PEO 
Aviation) began its Modular Open Systems Approach 
(MOSA) journey just over three years ago when we stood up 
the MOSA Tiger Team. It was tasked with developing a plan 
to integrate MOSA throughout the PEO.
 Within three months, the team created an initial MOSA 
roadmap that spanned the technical and business aspects 
of the PEO Aviation mission. We later utilized the core 
of the team to create the MOSA Transformation Office 

to implement the roadmap. PEO Aviation then published 
a MOSA Policy and a MOSA Implementation Guide to 
educate the workforce and spur the on-going transformation. 
The policy and guidance clarified PEO Aviation’s MOSA 
expectations and gave the project managers MOSA targets.
 Our initial MOSA efforts were met with skepticism by the 
aviation industry, perhaps, rightly so. They have seen many 
great ideas come and go. But this time they quickly realized 
that our MOSA transformation was different. We have 
closely linked policy and governance with Congressional 
and Army senior leader support that may not have existed 
in past efforts. Our efforts are aligned, and we have clear 
momentum and energy towards implementing this very 
critical approach. 

One Question, Two Answers
By Mr. Rodney Davis

I am honored to serve as the Acting 
Program Executive Officer, Aviation. 

I don’t take the responsibility lightly 
and I am committed to the continued 
success of PEO Aviation in providing 
unmatched Aviation capability to our 
Soldiers, Allies, and partners.

Our Future Vertical Lift programs have included MOSA from the very 
beginning. It is one of the key evaluation criteria as the Future Attack 
Reconnaissance Aircraft program progresses. This proactive approach 
aligns us with the broader aviation enterprise and increases efficiency and 
effectiveness in military systems acquisition.
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PEO Aviation leadership within the 
MOSA construct began with the 
identification of Enterprise Major 
System Components (MSC) and then 
developing Component Specification 
Models (CSMs) for each. Our top two 
MSCs, Aviation Mission Computing 
Environment and Comms/Datalinks/
Controls, were the catalysts that started 
to align PEO and industry efforts. 
Around the same time, the Future 
Long Range Assault Aircraft PMO 
conducted a source selection that was 
heavily influenced by MOSA. While 
at the same time, PM UAS awarded 
rapid prototyping Other Transaction 
Agreements to multiple vendors for 
the Future Tactical Uncrewed Aircraft 
System. The awards solidified MOSA 
as one of the key evaluation criteria 
which the vendors would need to meet 
to be competitive for programs. These 
actions signaled to industry that Army 
Aviation is ALL IN on MOSA.
 Finally, our MOSA methodology 
will enable us to rapidly integrate new 
capabilities into our weapon systems 
enabling them to evolve on the Large 
Scale Combat Operations battlefield. 
While MOSA reduces dependence 
on a single vendor to deliver all new 
capabilities to a weapons system, it 
simultaneously opens those systems to 
fresh, innovative ideas from across the 
spectrum of academia, industry, and 
our Soldiers.
 We will continue to implement 
MOSA in all our programs and 
modification efforts. This proactive 

approach aligns us with the broader 
enterprise and fosters increased 
efficiency and effectiveness in military 
systems acquisition. A well-coordinated 
and carefully tailored MOSA, and 
proper enterprise governance, not only 
positions the government for a more 
sustainable future but helps drive some 
needed changes inside the aviation 
Defense Industrial Base (DIB).

SCRM and the DIB
 The Army relies on a robust DIB to 
develop, build, and maintain aviation 
capabilities for the current aviation 
fleet and the Army of 2030. While 
PEO Aviation has long recognized 
the need to manage industrial base 
issues, the coronavirus pandemic 
exposed previously unrecognized risks 
and issues with the nation’s DIB and 
distribution system. The challenges 
that were exacerbated by the pandemic 
spurred our current DIB management 
efforts under a new Defense Industrial 
Base Team. 
 The DIB Team initially focused 
on building a Supply Chain Risk 
Management (SCRM) process to 
identify and mitigate potential supply 
chain risks. PEO Aviation manages 
a complex supply chain network that 
spans the globe, and managing risks to 
the supply chain is paramount. Events 
such as the global pandemic, conflicts 
in Ukraine and Israel, and tensions 
in the South China Sea create risks 
across our supply chain and create 
challenges in the execution of the 
PEO Aviation mission. SCRM helps 

find solutions to ensure the timely and 
secure delivery of critical resources to 
support the nation’s security.
 PEO Aviation is using a multi-fac-
eted approach to SCRM combining ac-
tivities such as supply chain mapping to 
identify risk, proactively assessing risk 
and identifying mitigation opportuni-
ties, while rigorously applying cyberse-
curity measures. With more than 3,000 
vendors supporting the Army’s major 
aviation platforms, it is impossible to 
analyze the entire fleet using traditional 
methods. PEO Aviation is leveraging 
the latest technology to assist in quickly 
identifying areas of concern. 
 We are using an iterative process 
to develop a comprehensive 
understanding of the supply chain and 
to identify critical nodes, dependencies, 
potential weaknesses, vulnerabilities, 
and threats. By conducting extensive 
risk assessments in partnership with 
industry, we can effectively prioritize 
and allocate resources to mitigate risks 
or respond swiftly to disruptions. 

In Closing
 How do we position Army Aviation 
for success in 2030 and beyond? 
Through MOSA implementation and 
Supply Chain Risk Management.
 MOSA is now part of our DNA. 
It is integral to our decisions, plans 
and actions. Both new programs 
and enduring systems continue to 
lean forward with tailored MOSAs 
and implementation concepts. PEO 
Aviation is continually refining our 
implementation guidance and rolling 
lessons-learned immediately into the 
programs to prepare Army Aviation 
to compete, fight and win on the 
battlefields of the future.
 SCRM and DIB management are 
not as far along as our MOSA efforts. 
But they are rapidly growing and are 
being integrated into all that we do. We 
are looking at our enduring platforms 
to safeguard their existing capabilities 
and we are applying SCRM to the new 
capabilities that we are adding to them. 
PEO Aviation is applying SCRM to 
the future fleet starting at the beginning 
of the design phase to identify and 
mitigate potential issues before they 
occur. SCRM has become integral to 
our decisions, plans and actions.

Mr. Rodney A. Davis is the acting Army 
Program Executive Officer, Aviation at 
Redstone Arsenal, AL.
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MOSA is in our DNA and here to stay. It fosters innovation and competition while enabling rapid 
integration of new capabilities into our weapon systems.  MOSA is critical to the affordable 
modernization of Army Aviation.
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  u PEO Aviation Command Chief Warrant Officer Update      
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As a UH-60 Maintenance Test Pilot, 
I’m excited to participate in the 
technological modernization of our fleet 
and to identify potential improvements 
in field maintenance and flight 
operations. As part of my responsibilities, 
I visit with aviation units and vendors 
to gain a clearer understanding of the 
state of Army Aviation, and bring that 
knowledge back to the PEO and PMs 
executing their missions every day. 
 The Aviation Turbine Engines 
PM recently invited me to visit the 
GE facility in Lynn, Massachusetts, 
to see the Improved Turbine Engine 
Program’s (ITEP) T901 engine in 
development. The U.S. Army has 
accepted the first two T901-GE-900 
flight test engines to support the 
Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft 
(FARA) Competitive Prototype (CP) 
program. In October, Bell’s 360 Invictus 
and Sikorsky’s Raider X programs each 
received one of these engines and began 
integrating them into their aircraft. 
 The new engine boasts 3,000 
shaft horsepower and improved fuel 
efficiency over existing T700 engines. 

In addition to powering the FARA, the 
T901 will be used to update the UH-
60 and AH-64 fleets. The T901 looks 
like the T700 series at first glance, but 
a notable visual design change is the 
one-piece front frame. This innovative 
and cost-effective design combines 
several parts into one, which reduces 
supply chain issues and hours allocated 
for field maintenance. 
 The ITEP manufacturing process 
uses additive manufacturing for the 
front-frame basic shape, then machines 
it during postproduction for critical 
dimensions and areas that need to be 
threaded for hardware. Seeing the com-
plexity of the front frame up close high-
lights the value of the additive manufac-
turing process. The GE team explained 
that they leverage Laser Powder Bed 
Fusion, which uses specialized manu-
facturing techniques and laser guided 
machinery to help reduce time in the 
additive phase of the process. 
 In addition to additive manufactur-
ing, GE uses Ceramic Matrix Compos-
ites on the T901 to reduce the overall 
weight while enabling the engine to 

operate at hotter temperatures. Other 
T901 improvements include internal 
coatings to protect from erosion, an en-
hanced particle separator to cut down on 
sand particle ingestion, and built-in wa-
ter wash ports for routine engine flushes.

Face to the Field
 As the PEO Aviation Command 
Chief Warrant Officer, I also serve as 
the “face to the field” for the PEO. I 
recently traveled to the 82nd and 101st 
CABs to support the Aviation Ground 
Support Equipment (AGSE) Product 
Office conducting a special user 
evaluation (SUE) of the new Aviation 
Ground Power Unit (AGPU) 1.1. The 
purpose of the SUE is to obtain Soldier 
feedback on the new system and 
capture the daily usage data necessary 
for the product’s materiel release. 
Several improvements were made to 
the existing AGPU. AGPU 1.1 works 
with every aircraft in a standard CAB 
by using a new LCD touchscreen. From 
a maintenance perspective, one of the 
most convenient additions to the new 
AGPU is the ability to automatically 

PEO Aviation – Providing a Soldier’s Perspective
By CW5 John J. Ulmer

One of the privileges 
of my position as 

Program Executive 
Office (PEO) Aviation’s 
Command Chief Warrant 
Officer is providing 
Soldiers’ input and insight 
to the project managers 
(PMs) when they are 
designing, developing, 
and delivering future 
capabilities. 

GE Aerospace T901 flight test engine designated for Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft (FARA) 
Competitive Prototypes.
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purify hydraulic fluid. This is especially 
helpful on the CH-47 and AH-64 
platforms, which use hydraulics from 
the AGPU for daily maintenance 
operations.
 I take every opportunity to visit 
the CABs for fielding opportuni-
ties and regularly participate in the 
FORSCOM Monthly Aviation Readi-
ness Review meetings with the PM 
fleet managers. Recently, one of the 
major talking points has been RQ-
7B Shadow logistics and operational 
readiness rates. Due to Shadow fund-
ing constraints, we are looking for new 
ways to approach logistics such as re-
ducing customer wait time for parts.
 My previous experience as a BAMO 
in Operation Atlantic Resolve gives me 
a solid understanding of the major class 
IX logistics challenges across Europe. I 
teamed with PM Uncrewed Aviation 
Systems (UAS) on a trip to Poland and 
Germany last June to develop a staging 
point for Shadow parts to reduce end 
user wait times. The trip included a visit 
with the UAS leadership of the current 
rotational CAB, USAREUR-AF G3/
G4, V Corp Garrison HQ, and Theater 
Aviation Sustainment Management 
– OCONUS leadership in Germany. 

All parties were extremely receptive 
to supporting a future staging point 
for Shadow UAS parts in theater. The 
Shadow team briefed several courses of 
action to the PM for short and long-
term planning in theater. A future 
supply point will help cut down on 
wait times for “aircraft on ground” and 
hi-priority parts for deployed Shadow 
units in the European theater of 
operations.

Reflections
 The first year in this seat opened 
my eyes to the acquisition world and 
highlighted how the truly talented 
teams within each PM dedicate 
themselves to providing Soldiers with 
the best equipment available. I sync 
with the PMs weekly and stay heavily 
involved in engagements with industry 
and vendors through events like Army 
Aviation Association of America 
summits, the recent Association of the 
United States Army annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., and the Modular 
Open Systems Approach (MOSA) 
summit in Atlanta, GA. These are 
great events providing opportunities to 
collaborate with industry and military 
partners. I encourage those in the field 

to try to get out to these events, when 
possible, because your feedback is crucial. 
The SGM and I love to visit CABs for 
engagement and feedback. Please email/
call us if you want our assistance in your 
footprint – john.j.ulmer2.mil@army.mil 
– (315) 921-5227.

CW5 John J. Ulmer is the command chief 
warrant officer for the Program Executive 
Office Aviation at Redstone Arsenal, AL.

mailto:john.j.ulmer2.mil@army.mil
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u Sergeant Major of the PEO, Aviation
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Digital threads weave through every part of their lives. To en-
gage, elevate, and empower them effectively, the Army must 
adapt to this societal change in everything we do – it’s time 
to focus on training. 
 Training is the foundation of a mission-ready force. It pro-
vides Soldiers with the knowledge and skills to adjust to new 
technology, meet today’s pressing technical needs, and adapt 
to the emerging threats of today and tomorrow. Since it was 
formed, the United States Army has delivered thorough and 
effective training to ensure Soldiers are competent, confident, 
and successful. The next evolution of training must focus on 
true-to-life instructional content, delivered digitally to our 
Soldiers, anytime, anywhere, securely, and on-demand. 
 The future of Army Aviation training is the Virtual Train-
ing Environment (VTE). Available at VTE.mil, the VTE is a 
government-owned, secure, cloud-hosted environment to store 
and disseminate Army Aviation training. The VTE platform 
provides a single, secure, and globally accessible library of cur-
rent and relevant courseware and resources. The training con-
tent in VTE is downloadable to any computer with an internet 
connection. Authentication is performed via Common Access 
Card (CAC), meaning anyone with a CAC can access their 
VTE account and training content across all their devices. This 
cloud-based structure ensures that a user’s profile, data, and 
progress move with them seamlessly from device to device.
 The VTE houses rich, engaging, Interactive Multimedia 
Instruction (IMI) representing highly accurate digital models 

and simulations of a variety of systems. This detailed virtual 
approach allows a student to train where and when they need 
to, unrestricted by limited equipment availability, school-
house hours, or simulator time. Within the VTE, a student 
can perform a dozen or a hundred “digital repetitions” before 
moving to real equipment, reducing the time required to ac-
climate to the real-life system.
 The training content for the UH-60, AH-64, UH-72, CH-
47, MQ-1C, and basic electronics already hosted in the VTE 
is designed for both classroom instruction and the self-paced 
learner. Cloud distribution pushes content and updates im-
mediately to all users when published, ensuring consistent ac-
cess to the most current training materials and eliminating the 
configuration management issues associated with out-of-date 
training. Additionally, online review features made available to 
designated content reviewers allow rapid review and the option 
to comment on training materials. Comments and corrections 
are delivered instantly to the VTE management team through 
the secure Army cloud, enabling rapid review and response.
 One key element within the VTE is the Virtual Training 
Suite (VTS), which is a downloadable, Windows-based applica-
tion. It is a central access point for courseware within the Army 
Aviation Enterprise. Over 5,100 registered users have received 
immersive and engaging training via VTS. New users log in 
daily and ongoing courses out of Fort Novosel and Fort Eustis 
rely on VTS for access to their virtual training materials or IMI. 
 As the Program Executive Office, Aviation (PEO AVN) 
and the Aviation Enterprise work to modernize the Army 
Aviation fleet, a new ‘digital backbone’ is a key component 
that will enable aircraft to be tailored to mission requirements 
and support changes to aircraft capabilities at the speed of 
technology. The VTE digitizes aviation training in the same 
way, empowering it to grow and adapt training material and 
profiles at the speed necessary to keep pace with the develop-
ments of the enduring and future fleet.
 In 2022, MG David Francis, then the CG, Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence, published a memorandum directing that 
the virtual training for the Army Aviation Enterprise be stan-

Training Soldiers for the Future
By SGM Carlos Loeza

Today, new Soldiers join the Army 
having lived their entire lives in          

a digital environment. They play, learn, 
research, shop, communicate, and 
work in a digital, web and app-driven 
world.

http:// vte.mil,
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dardized. The memo describes the VTE 
as the best approach to develop and dis-
tribute consistent, efficient, economical, 

and standardized IMI when and where 
the Soldier needs it most. In 2023, PEO 
AVN directed program managers to 

coordinate all IMI development efforts 
through the VTE for configuration and 
data management.  
 As the Army continues to meet a 
new, digital generation of Soldiers, 
technological advancements, such as 
the Virtual Training Environment will 
enhance the maintenance proficiencies 
of future aviation maintainers.  
 U.S. Army training must adapt to 
this technical and societal change. The 
Virtual Training Environment repre-
sents the new Army Aviation standard 
for quality, timeliness, concurrency, dis-
tribution, and tracking IMI and train-
ing material. VTE is ready to meet the 
training and simulation needs of the 
current and future force.
 As an aviation maintainer at heart, I 
vehemently believe that this capability 
will reduce maintenance backlog and 
improve Fully Mission Capable rates 
across the aviation enterprise. Please 
reach out to me with any questions 
or support you might need. I am just 
an email away (carlos.a.loeza.mil@
army.mil). I am learning new things 
every day, and if I cannot answer your 
question, I will find someone who can.
 VTS is available for download at 
VTE.MIL

SGM Carlos A. Loeza is the sergeant 
major of the Program Executive Office, 
Aviation at Redstone Arsenal, AL.

u Enlisted Aviation Soldier Spotlight
Each month we will feature a past AAAA National or Functional Enlisted or NCO Award winner as part of our ongoing recognition of the Best 
of the Best in our Aviation Branch. The CY 2022 National winners were featured in the April/May AAAA Annual State of the Union issue.

SPC Benjamin E. Mingus
Company D, 1st Battalion, 
101st Aviation Regiment (Air Assault)
Fort Campbell, Kentucky

Specialist Benjamin E. Mingus is unlike any aircraft maintainer in Army Aviation today. Throughout 
2020, he propelled his AH-64E Armament shop to achieve feats that most units will never come 
close to surpassing. In just 12 months, the 1-101st executed three aerial gunnery exercises, two 
combat training center rotations, an Aviation Resource Management Survey, and a deployment in 
support of Operation Atlantic Resolve, logging 3,215 flight hours with an average readiness rate 
of 83.5%. This enabled the timely identification and remediation of critical aircraft faults by SPC 
Mingus. His efforts allowed for a 100% shop and hangar inspection rating, the launching of 10 

fault-free aircraft during the National Training Center culminating event, and the qualification of all AH-64E pilots before and during 
deployment amid COVID restrictions. With technical knowledge unprecedented for his experience level, SPC Mingus was constantly 
sought after for his counsel. His recommendation for this award comes as no surprise to anyone in the unit as his reputation upholds 
him as a consummate expert in aviation maintenance. As the most proficient AH-64E maintainer and involved junior leader in his 
battalion SPC Mingus’ drive, innovation and dogged pursuit of excellence identify him as the 2020 AAAA Aviation soldier of the year.

AA
PI

 F
IL

E 
PH

OT
O

PPaaiinn––FFrreeee  FFllyyiinngg
ffoorr  AAiirrccrreeww  EEnndduurraannccee

Upgraded “AWR Approved” Seat Cushions

Coastal Seat Cushions, Inc
Email: Sales@CoastalSeatCushions.com 

Tel: (954) 980-6929

View a Full Range of US Army “AWR Approved” 
Products On our Website and Order Now!

H-60
Blackhawk

AH-64
Apache

CH-47
Chinook

OH-6
Little Bird

http:// army.mil)
http:// vte.mil 
mailto:sales@coastalseatcushions.com


ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                27                                    December 31, 2023



ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                   28                                            December 31, 2023

u Reserve Component Aviation Update
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Army AMS has three tenets which are 
known as the AMS triad: Understand-
ing Threat, Fused Mission Planning, 
and Evasive Flight Tactics. UAS lacks 
positions for AMSOs. The AMSO 
course is focused on crewed aviation 
however all three tenets of the AMS 
triad are applicable to UAS. AMS sup-
port is needed in UAS formations. The 
United States Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence should create an AMSO 
Course for UAS Operators to support 
uninterrupted Intelligence Surveil-
lance and Reconnaissance (ISR) cover-
age, enable UAS Operators to inform 
crewed Army Aviation of threats, and 
preserve the finite fleet of Uncrewed 
Aircraft (UA).
 The ability of UAs to provide persis-
tent ISR coverage is a strength that is 
unmatched by crewed aircraft. The pri-
mary means of increasing survivability 
for UAs are understanding threat and 
fused mission planning. Fused mission 
planning is the integration of multiple 
sources and team members, including 
the S2 Officer, the electronic warfare 
officer, and the AMSO, to create a co-
hesive operational plan that meets the 
commander’s intent while minimizing 
risks. A school trained UAS operator 
AMSO should lead the training and 
participate in fused mission planning 
to increase survivability of aircraft.
 Processing, exploitation, and dis-
semination of ISR has primarily been 
though Brigade Combat Teams (BCT) 
and Divisions then further dissemi-
nated to units. Direct interaction be-
tween UAs and crewed aircraft through 
Manned Unmanned Teaming (MUM-

T), has primarily been focused on UAs 
scouting for attack helicopters, enabling 
remote missile engagements. The value 
of UAs conducting operations forward 
and keeping crewed aircraft out of the 
weapons engagement zone of enemy air 
defense is already recognized with re-
cent MUM-T testing between AH-64 
Apaches and MQ-1C Gray Eagles. A 
missing element in MUM-T tests are 
AMSO UAS operators participating 
in planning and operations. UA intelli-
gence is valued by crewed aviation AM-
SOs conducting fused mission planning 
such as identifying enemy Integrated 
Air Defense Systems. The data is being 
used in the planning stage, not in real 
time. With additional training through 
a UAS AMSO course, UAS operators 
can further contribute to the survivabil-
ity of crewed aircraft by collaborating 
with the flight crews during missions by 
providing real time analysis of threats.
 The Army has a finite number of 
UAs, more so within individual units. 
The risk to the lives of the on-board 
crew when a crewed aircraft is downed 
is significant. The lack of risk of the loss 
of a UA crew during a UA downing 
does not negate the need to preserve the 

UA fleet. Many of the sensor payloads 
exist in smaller numbers than the UAs 
and are transferred from UAs receiving 
maintenance to operational UAs. It is 
infrequent for a payload to be recover-
able if the aircraft is not also recover-
able. BCT commanders have four RQ-
7B Shadows and Division Command-
ers have eight to twelve MQ-1Cs. An 
MQ-1C costs no less than $4 million. 
UAs are a finite resource which must be 
shepherded from both a financial and 
continuity of operations standpoint. 
 Implementing a formal AMS course 
for UA operators is an essential step 
towards ensuring continuous ISR cov-
erage of the battlefield. Formal AMS 
training for UA operators will increase 
the ability of UA operators to mitigate 
threat for crewed aircraft in real time. 
UA operator AMSOs will aid in main-
taining the size of the fleet of UAs at 
the commander’s disposal as well as 
steward limited financial resources.

CW3 Matt Tait is a UAS Operations Of-
ficer at the National Guard Bureau with 
focus areas of Group 4 UAS, Safety and 
Survivability. 

The Aviation Mission Survivability (AMS) Course: 
An Imperative Need for Uncrewed Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
Operator Training   By CW3 Matt Tait

AMS Officers (AMSO) 

are the advisors to 
the commander, staff, 
and air crews regarding 
aviation survivability. 

Soldiers assigned to the 7-17th Air Cavalry Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry Brigade perform routine 
maintenance on an RQ-7B V2 Shadow during Exercise Swift Response on May 10, 2022 at Krivolak 
Training Area, North Macedonia. 
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Each of those losses was a tragedy for 
a family, a unit, and the Army, and it 
was the greatest loss of life in Aviation 
mishaps in over a decade. 
 From another perspective, for the 
fourth year in a row, we remained below 
a rate of one flight mishap per 100,000 
flying hours, and the overall five-year 
rate of 0.89 is the result of four years 

of single-digit Class A mishaps (FY20 
= 6, FY21 = 8, FY22 = 8, and FY23 
= 9). The 0.96 Class A flight mishap 
rate was the highest since FY19, but 
again, this is the first time in history 
that the Class A rate has remained 
below 1.0 per 100,000 flying hours for 
more than two consecutive years. The 
0.96 per 100,000 flying hours in FY23 

was the fifth time in the last eight 
years that the rate has been below the 
1.0 mark. There were a total of nine 
Class A mishaps -- eight in flight and 
one environmental aircraft ground – 
reported in FY23, with approximately 
835,000 hours flown. 
 Four Class A mishaps involved 
AH-64s: one involved loss of tail rotor 
effectiveness, one involved improper 
yaw control inputs, one was a whiteout 
event, and one was a midair collision 
involving two aircraft. 
 There were three H-60 mishaps: 
one involved spatial disorientation in 
instrument meteorological conditions, 
one was spatial disorientation from a 
whiteout event, and one was a midair 
collision involving two aircraft. 
 Additionally, there was one MH-
47 flight and one CH-47 Aviation 
ground mishap. In total, all eight 
flight mishaps were attributed to 
human error. Contributing factors 
included crew selection, poor pre-
flight planning, overconfidence, failure 
to follow procedures and lack of 
situational awareness. All of these were 
preventable. 

u Combat Readiness Center Update

Let’s Learn From Last Year! 
By Mr. W. Rae McInnis

As we look back 
on FY23 in Army 

Aviation, we must look 
at it from different 
perspectives. The most 
obvious and tragic is 
that we lost 14 aircrew 
members to flight 
mishaps after going 
almost two years without 
doing so. 
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 With the continuing success of the Fourth Quarter 
Spike Campaign, we only saw one Class A mishap during 
the fourth quarter of FY23. Since the beginning of that 
campaign in FY20, we have had only two Class A mishaps. 
In comparison, in the fourth quarter of the last four FYs, 
there were four Class A mishaps in FY17, four in FY18 and 
five in FY19. 
 While Army Aviation has enjoyed great success in 
reducing Class A mishaps in the fourth quarter, there is 
still a lot of work to do in reducing the number of Class C 
mishaps year-round. Class C mishap rates have risen for the 
last three years, which is an indication that we are perhaps 
inches and seconds from even more catastrophes. Continued 
vigilance is needed during this period of elevated risk.
 On the unmanned side of Aviation operations, Class A 
mishaps have significantly reduced year to year from FY22. 
MQ-1C Gray Eagles had a Class A mishap rate of 1.5 and 
a Class A-C rate of 3.0. This contrasts with FY22, which 
had a Class A mishap rate of 10.33 and a Class A-C rate of 
11.8. Gray Eagles experienced one Class A mishap, which 
involved a lost link event caused by a dual generator failure. 
Total flight hours for FY22 were lower than the two previous 
years. In addition to the one Class A mishap, there was one 
Class B and four Class C mishaps reported. The Class A-C 
mishap rate of 3.01 is 74% lower than the FY22 average and 
73% below the five-year level.
 The RQ-7B Shadow flight mishap Class B rate increased 
from 19.59 in FY22 to 65.46 in FY23. Some of this is 
attributed to the ever-increasing costs of RQ-7 sensor 
packages, but a rate change that high is concerning. The 
Class B-C rate also increased dramatically. There were 18 
Class B and 20 Class C mishaps during FY23. 
 Primary cause factors were associated with engine failures, 
improper site set up (arresting gear, Tactical Automatic 
Landing System spacing, etc.) and procedures not being 
followed correctly (checklist discipline). 
 In total, FY23 is a year we must learn from and apply the 
lessons we learned as we move forward. The mission approval 
process is the best deterrent available. It requires everyone 
in the process to fully understand their responsibilities and 
execute them rigorously. Only in this way can we avoid the 
losses we suffered last year.

Mr. W. Rae McInnis is the Director of Analysis and Prevention 
for the U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center, Fort Novosel, AL.

http:// www.davidclark.com.
http:// www.davidclark.com.
http:// www.davidclark.com 
http:// 3375x9625aam.indd 
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u 128th Aviation Brigade Update                   

The 128th Aviation Brigade Human Resources Professionals 
manage and support the students and cadre including the 
Drill Sergeant and Instructor population. HR Professionals 
of all levels assist commanders in prioritizing their personnel.
 Our HR teams aid their commanders in the planning, 
implementation, and execution of all human resources 
operations and support activities. What previously would 
have been managed within up to 45 unique systems is now 
consolidated into just one: IPPS-A. IPPS-A, Integrated 
Personnel and Pay System - Army, is the newly implemented 
HR system that provides a platform where a recently enlisted 
Soldier attending Advanced Individual Training or Brigade 
Commander can manage themselves in one common program. 
It is a ‘DIY’ model for Soldiers and S-1 teams across the Army.
 It’s true that Brigade’s S-1 personnel are the subject 
matter experts for personnel administrative actions, talent 
management, evaluation reports, finance transactions, postal 
operations, promotions, and awards, but IPPS-A is ultimately 
a tool for the Soldier. We enable the cadre to take ownership 
of their own requests and in doing so also allow them to 
focus on their mission of providing Soldiers the training 
and education necessary to repair and maintain some of the 
Army’s most effective combat helicopters used today.
 Regardless of the requirement, we support the Army’s 
greatest asset: its people. Our S-1 teams redefined the 
systems and procedures making the daily management of 
our personnel even easier, not only due to the USAACE 
headquarters being hundreds of miles away, but also to 
adapt to the changing times. With the introduction of 
Office 365 and especially Microsoft Teams, we were able 
to communicate and collaborate in real-time and provide 
updates from the companies all the way to Human Resources 
Command (HRC). This helps to give back time to our 
Soldiers, specifically the cadre. 
 The Human Resources Professionals at all levels maintain 
a situational understanding of competing priorities and 
assist the organization when shifting priorities, changes in 
operational plans, or other unforeseen events create situations 
where the personnel fill for an organization is no longer in 
synchronization with Army Manning Guidance. They plan 

and coordinate with the United States Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence (USAACE) to fill authorized vacancies and 
develop personnel distribution plans within the organization. 
In doing so, commanders can ensure realistic and rigorous 
training  enabling graduates to make an immediate and 
positive impact at their first duty assignment.
 Human Resources support is a critical part of determining 
current strength and readiness and projecting future 
requirements to sustain or build readiness through all Military 
Occupational Specialties. The success of the 128th Aviation 
Brigade will depend, in part, on the effective execution of HR 
competencies. Through the execution of these competencies, 
essential personnel information is collected, analyzed, and 
used by commanders in the decision-making process to 
sustain the Program of Instruction taught by 1st Battalion, 
210th Aviation Regiment and 2nd Battalion, 210th Aviation 
Regiment and the lessons of Army Values, Aviation Safety, 
Warrior Tasks, and Battle Drills, and physical fitness taught 
by 1st Battalion, 222nd Aviation Regiment. 
 “Born Under Fire!”

SFC Eric O. Rivera, Senior Human Resources Sergeant, 128th 
Aviation Brigade, Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA.

Critical Support for Every Army Aviator
By SFC Eric O. Rivera
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Joint Base Langley Eustis is home of 

the 128th Aviation Brigade where we 

offer the Warrant Officer Basic Course 

and Advanced Individual Training (AIT) 

for the 15-Series (Aviation Maintenance) 

Military Occupational Specialties. 
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u Tech Talk              
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Models play a crucial role in various 
aspects of the aircraft development pro-
cess, from initial concept and design 
to testing, validation, and continuous 
improvement. Computational mod-
els and simulations are used to explore 
various design concepts and configu-
rations. These models help engineers 
analyze and compare different designs 
to identify the most promising op-
tions. Computational Fluid Dynamics 
(CFD) models are used to simulate the 
flow of air over the aircraft’s surfaces. 
This helps in optimizing the aircraft’s 
aerodynamics, reducing drag, and im-
proving fuel efficiency. Finite Element 
Analysis (FEA) models are employed to 
assess the structural integrity of the air-
craft components and ensure that they 
can withstand the stresses and loads 
encountered during flight. Models are 
used to simulate and test the integration 
of various systems, such as avionics, pro-
pulsion, and landing gear, to ensure they 
work harmoniously. Physical models of 
the aircraft are tested in wind tunnels 
to validate and refine the aerodynamic 
characteristics determined by CFD 
models. Fault tree and reliability models 
are used to assess and enhance the safety 
and reliability of aircraft systems and 
components. Models are used to op-
timize aircraft performance, including 
speed, range, fuel efficiency, and payload 
capacity. 3D models and simulations are 
used for virtual prototyping, allowing 
engineers to identify and rectify design 
issues early in the development process, 
saving time and resources. 
 The FVL family of aircraft has made 
extensive use of a vast variety of mod-
els in each aircraft’s development not 

only to accelerate the design and testing 
processes but also to reduce costs and 
improve safety. It has allowed engineers 
to simulate various scenarios and con-
ditions, helping them make informed 
decisions at every stage of development. 
As technology advances, the accuracy 
and capabilities of these models contin-
ue to improve, contributing to the ongo-
ing innovation in the Aviation industry.
 But models need to accurately repre-
sent what they are intended to represent, 
so therefore validation, verification, and 
accreditation (VVA) are critical process-
es in the development and use of mod-
els.  These processes help ensure that 
models are reliable, accurate, and fit for 
their intended purpose. 

Verification is the process of assessing 
whether a model is implemented correct-
ly and faithfully represents the intended 
mathematical or computational logic. It 
involves checking that the model’s code 
or equations have been correctly trans-
lated into a software program or hard-
ware system. Verification ensures that the 
model is free from coding errors, bugs, or 
other implementation-related issues.

Validation is the process of determining 
whether a model accurately represents 
the real-world system it is intended to 
simulate or represent. It assesses whether 
the model’s predictions and results match 
real-world observations and data. Valida-
tion is crucial to ensure that the model’s 
behavior aligns with reality and is suitable 
for its intended application. Key parts of 
validating a model are comparing model 
outputs with experimental or observa-
tional data, identifying discrepancies, 

and making necessary adjustments to the 
model, and conducting sensitivity analy-
ses to understand the model’s response to 
changes in input parameters.

Accreditation is a formal process that 
certifies the trustworthiness and reli-
ability of a model for a specific purpose 
or application. It is particularly im-
portant in fields where safety, security, 
and regulatory compliance are critical, 
such as aerospace. Accreditation is of-
ten required by regulatory authorities. 
Key activities in accreditation include 
documenting the verification and vali-
dation processes to demonstrate model 
reliability, assessing the model against 
established criteria and standards, and 
obtaining official approval or certifica-
tion from relevant authorities.
 It’s important to note that the VVA 
processes are not always sequential; they 
can be iterative, as adjustments and im-
provements to the model may be neces-
sary based on verification and validation 
results. The level of scrutiny and formal-
ity in these processes can vary depend-
ing on the intended application and 
potential consequences of model inac-
curacies. The VVA processes help ensure 
that models are trustworthy, accurate, 
and capable of providing meaningful 
insights or predictions, which is par-
ticularly crucial when decisions, safety, 
or significant financial investments are 
reliant on model outputs.

Mr. Dave Cripps is the Chief Airworthi-
ness Engineer for the Systems Readiness 
Directorate, DEVCOM Aviation and 
Missile Center at Redstone Arsenal, AL. 

Models in Future Vertical Lift (FVL) Development
By Mr. Dave Cripps

The use of models in 
aircraft development 

is essential to ensure the 
safety, efficiency, and 
effectiveness of aircraft 
design. Finite Element Model (FEM) of the Bell V-280

Computational 
Fluid Dynamics 
(CFD) Model Example
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u Ask the Flight Surgeon     

FS: Vertigo is a symptom of a false sense of movement. It 
could be a sensation of spinning, swaying, or tilting when 
a person is not undergoing that type of motion. Almost 
everyone has had the experience of vertigo usually after they 
were briefly spinning rapidly. Vertigo is only a symptom, 
not a diagnosis. This symptom usually implies that there 
is some dysfunction in the vestibular system, the organs 
located in our inner ears to help us with our orientation to 
our environment.
 One of the most common forms of vertigo is called benign 
paroxysmal positional vertigo (BPPV), which accounts for 
nearly 50% of patients with vestibular dysfunction. The risk 
for developing BPPV increases with increasing age. BPPV 
classically presents as recurrent episodes of vertigo lasting 
less than one minute. It is triggered by specific types of head 
movements, such as looking up while standing or sitting, 
lying down, getting up from bed, and rolling over in bed. 
There might be associated nausea and vomiting, but these 
symptoms usually do not last very long. Episodes recur 
periodically for weeks to months. BPPV is caused by an 
abnormal presence of calcium debris within the posterior 
semicircular canal, which is part of the vestibular system. 
The semicircular canals are useful for detecting head motion. 
Heavy debris in the canal causes a false sense of spinning 
motion to the brain.

Q: How is BPPV diagnosed?
FS: BPPV is diagnosed based on the specific set of 
symptoms: episodes of vertigo lasting less than one minute 
that are provoked by specific types of head movements 
described above. This symptom is confirmed by performing 
a maneuver in clinic designed to provoke an episode of 
BPPV and by observing the presence of nystagmus, which is 
a repetitive horizontal eye movement.

Q: My flight surgeon says BPPV might be the cause 
of my vertigo, how do I proceed from here?
FS: BPPV can be treated effectively in most individuals using 
specific techniques aimed to reposition the calcium debris 
particles. These include the Epley maneuver, modified Epley 

maneuver, the Semont maneuver, and the modified Semont 
maneuver. These techniques aim to help migrate calcium 
debris particles out of the posterior semicircular canal into 
another cavity that will not cause symptoms of vertigo, and 
they have been shown to be highly effective in large scale 
research studies. Specifically, the Epley maneuver has been 
shown to be effective in 85% of patients. These treatment 
maneuvers can be performed readily in the clinic and can 
be repeated as necessary. Patients can also be instructed to 
perform them at home. However, studies have shown that if 
performed correctly, more than three repetitions are rarely 
needed for a successful treatment.

Q: How does this affect my flight status?
FS: According to the Aeromedical Policy Letter (APL) from 
the United States Army Aeromedical Activity (USAAMA), 
vertigo caused by BPPV are less likely to recur and since 
recovery from BPPV is usually complete, a waiver is very likely 
after a full recovery. However, since there are other less benign 
causes of vertigo, such as Meniere’s Disease, a consultation 
with an ear, nose, and throat (ENT) specialist who are experts 
in diagnosing and treating these conditions is necessary for 
initial waiver consideration. The goal of the consultation is to 
rule out other more serious causes of vertigo and to perform 
the treatment maneuvers in clinic as appropriate. Full 
symptom resolution from treatment maneuvers is strongly 
indicative of BPPV as the underlying cause of vertigo. An 
Aviator may perform full flight duties once a favorable waiver 
request is submitted. To maintain the waiver on yearly flight 
physicals, the Aviator will need to attest to the absence of 
aeromedically significant symptoms of vertigo. Annual follow 
up with an ENT specialist is needed only if deemed necessary 
by the treating specialist.

Fly Safe!

Questions for the Flight Surgeon?
If you have a question that you would like addressed, email it 
to AskFS@quad-a.org. We will try to address it in the future. 
See your unit flight surgeon for your personal health issues.
 The views and opinions offered are those of the author 
and researchers and should not be construed as an official 
Department of the Army position unless otherwise stated.

CPT Yiwei Jiao, DO, MPH is an Aerospace Medicine physician 
at the United States Army Department of Aviation Medicine, 
Fort Novosel, AL.

Vertigo  By CPT (Dr.) Yiwei Jiao

Q:  I have been having recurrent 

episodes of vertigo. What could 

cause this symptom, and will it disqualify 

me from flight status?

mailto:askfs@quad-a.org
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Special Focus u Industry Support & Challenges

The current environment is shifting to near-peer threats 
with increased lethality, range and speed, requiring 
a service-wide pivot to long-range, deep-sensing 

intelligence capabilities. As this threat rapidly evolves, DOD 
systems need to be created, modified, adapted and improved 
upon at an exceptionally rapid pace to make them viable in 
a high-threat environment against an enemy who is also able 
to adjust quickly. 
 SNC’s RAPCON-X Family of Systems innovation takes 
the concept of open architecture to the next level by applying 
scalable, modular hardware combined with interoperable, 
open software. SNC’s development of the RAPCON-X 
Army Aviation future aerial-intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (A-ISR) solution is a prime example of 
this fast-paced business approach. Thanks to an extensive 
internal research and development program created to 
proactively develop tools of the future, SNC’s advanced 
digital engineering capabilities have created cutting-edge 
approaches to post-production modifications. Free from the 
constraints of vendor lock, digital engineering enables faster 
development of the innovative, cost-effective solutions our 
warfighters need to succeed.
 Starting with customer requirements, SNC systems are 
designed in a digital engineering environment, then tested and 
matured using model-based systems engineering (MBSE) to 
ensure full modular open system approach (MOSA) alignment. 
 “It’s important to create an open architecture (OA) envi-
ronment that promotes scalable growth to get the most effec-
tive tools in the hands of the warfighter as quickly as pos-

sible,” said Stu Wildman, senior vice president of strategy for 
SNC’s MST business area. “Over the last two decades, we’ve 
invested significantly in learning and in building modular de-
signs that have key interfaces and non-proprietary, truly open 
industry standards not only to benefit the warfighter, but the 
Army as a whole, to free them from vendor lock.” 
 With this approach, the company redefined SNC software 
as plug-and-play and developed modular hardware. This in-
creased platform and warfighter readiness through commonal-
ity in hardware and compliance with industry standards. The 
company now offers a complete portfolio of OA products, just 
one of which is the RAPCON-X Family of Systems. 
 Currently in production, RAPCON-X is the newest addi-
tion to SNC’s turnkey, A-ISR as-a-service model for contrac-
tor-owned contractor-operated (COCO) capabilities. Built 
for the U.S. Army, the RAPCON-X solution is a fully shaped 
aircraft with a functional mission interior that features work-
stations, galley, lavatories and crew berthing quarters. The 
RAPCON-X baseline configuration utilizes a Bombardier 
Global 6500 jet, and the aircraft will collect and process sig-
nals intelligence, electro-optical reconnaissance, and ground 
moving-target signatures using a synthetic aperture radar.
 The RAPCON-X modular design was created using 
MBSE, significantly reducing the time required to engineer 

Open Architectures Facilitate Speed, 
Flexibility for SNC’s RAPCON-X™ A-ISR Jet
By Ms. Lisa Godenick

The U.S. Army’s ATHENA-S program aims to move the service’s fleet of 
fixed-wing ISR aircraft from propeller-driven platforms to converted business 
jets. Sierra Nevada’s Rapcon-X proposal is a modified Bombardier Global 
6500 aircraft with a suite of signals intelligence systems and radars.
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modifications, integrate systems and add new capabilities. 
This rapidly configurable design makes RAPCON-X one 
of SNC’s most prominent examples of how SNC embraces 
MOSA technology. RAPCON-X includes an OA hardware, 
software and sensors package that’s configurable for 
multiple aircraft, missions and applications. It can be easily 
reconfigured without aircraft redesign by switching out on-
board equipment to match tactical needs. Further, exterior 
modifications are also easily transferable. Depending on 
individual customer needs, reconfiguration and modification 
of the aircraft can occur in as little as hours. RAPCON-X 
is delivered ready for aircraft survivability equipment (ASE) 
installation to create an operational envelope that enhances 
survivability and the ability to operate in peer-to-peer and 
near-peer environments.
 It’s worth mentioning that SNC took possession of its 
two RAPCON-X jets in early 2022 - before issuance of 
any formal RFPs – which means the aircraft have been 
undergoing engineering integration for more than 20 months 
through internal investment. This demonstration of SNC’s 
commitment to stay ahead of customer needs means both 
aircraft are poised to be operational in 2024. 
 “We are investing in SNC’s commitment to warfighter 
safety and the military’s need to modernize its intelligence 
capabilities,” said Tim Harper, SNC’s senior director of busi-
ness development. “The last 10 years of investment in inno-
vative ideas and developing open architecture paved the way 
for RAPCON-X. This product is designed to put the Army in 
a position of strength during conflicts.”
 SNC is dedicated to a MOSA business model because it 
enhances competition as well as innovation across the indus-

try. The OA systems component to RAPCON-X also reduces 
supply chain dependency through software-driven, available-
system architecture, common data models and reduced hard-
ware dependencies, improving lifecycle affordability.
 “The bottom line is this: At SNC, we see what needs to 
be done and we do it; because it’s the right thing to do,” said 
Harper. “We saw the life-threatening gaps approaching as 
the battlespace evolved. We advanced our efforts early on to 
deliver an in-production solution that prioritizes high-altitude 
sensing, high-accuracy detection and exploitation, and a 
connected battlefield. That is where the future fight is and we 
want to be ready alongside our Army partners.”
 In addition to being central to RAPCON-X, MOSA is also 
a hallmark of the Mission Systems Integration that SNC is 
developing for Invictus, Bell’s Future Attack Reconnaissance 
Aircraft (FARA) offering, as well as for SNC’s industry-
leading High-Altitude Balloon (HAB) initiatives. And with 
60 years of innovation under its belt, SNC is committed to 
always remaining one step ahead. 
 Nobody can predict exactly what the battlespace will look 
like in the next 10 years, but SNC is encouraging a future where 
the United States remains dominant. Success will require speed, 
agility, adaptability and rapid reconfiguration of platforms and 
tools. SNC is confident RAPCON-X is that solution. It offers 
high reliability, superior range, endurance and quick reaction 
capability that enhances survivability regardless of when or 
where the mission takes the nation next.

Ms. Lisa Godenick is Senior Vice President 
of Strategy, Sierra Nevada Corporation
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S ince the inception of Aviation, 
aircraft have become progressively 
complex, requiring an increasing 

number of systems and components. 
To meet the growing demands, new 
manufacturers emerged, ushering in an 
era of precision and innovation.
 Essex Industries was established 
in 1947 with a strong commitment 
to develop manufactured solutions 
that serve, assist, and safeguard our 
military forces. Through their work, 
Essex has built a legacy of products, 
with over 260,000 fielded products 
serving the warfighter. The company 
prioritizes safety, reliability, and ease 
of use, critical elements for military 
personnel in high-pressure situations. 
The motivation for work goes beyond 

manufacturing high-quality designs. 
It is about the brave men and women 
who rely on these systems in the most 
crucial moments.

Platforms
 A platform that many heavily rely 
on is the UH-60 Black Hawk. Essex 
manufactures over 500 parts, assemblies, 
and subassemblies on this aircraft and all 
variants, from cyclic and collective control 
assemblies, cockpit control panels, and 
bulkhead structural components to tail 
rotor control pedals, medical oxygen 
systems, and other control assemblies. 
The interfaces and subsystems that 
Soldiers interact with every flight are 
created with human-machine interface 
(HMI) design as a priority. When inside 

a Black Hawk, you are likely interacting 
with something produced by an Essex 
technician, who takes great pride in 
knowing they support Army Aviation.  
 While the UH-60 Black Hawk has 
been a lynchpin to the Army Aviation’s 
success over the last couple of decades, 
another rotary-wing aircraft from that 
era is still in service as well, the AH-64 
Apache. Essex is working closely with a 
defense contractor on an improved weap-
ons system controller for the Apache. 
This will replace the current control sys-
tem and provide much-needed stability, 
flexibility, and digital capability to change 
system functionality based on mission 
parameters easily. Retrofitting these al-
ready robust aircraft is cost-effective and 
keeps the aircraft in service longer.

Essex Industries: Components 
and Interfaces Soldiers Rely On  By CW2 (Ret.) Robert Hale
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A medical evacuation helicopter from the 82nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade lands as paratroopers from the 82nd Airborne 
Division’s 1st Brigade Combat Team secure the area.
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The interior of a UH-60V Black Hawk helicopter Essex Industries Milford, Connecticut manufacturing location.
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Future Vertical Lift
 Looking to the future of Army Avi-
ation, Essex Industries is at the fore-
front of Future Vertical Lift programs 
and committed to ensuring all future 
Army Aviation platforms have the best 
control systems and logistical support 
required. With its history and experi-
ence, Essex can provide digital tech-
nologies and remote-operated capabil-
ity as battlefield tactics advance. HMI 
controls will also need to continue to 
develop new multi-functional control-
lers for weapons, communications, and 
remotely operated vehicles.
 While air superiority is key to success, 
there will always be a need for ground 
advancement. Using the experience 
from manufacturing complex HMI 
controls in the most advanced fighter 
jets and helicopters, Essex took those 
standards and applied them to ground-
based combat vehicles. Both the current 
M1A2 Abrams tank platforms and the 
M2A2 and M2A3 Bradley fighting 
vehicles are equipped with Essex 
Commander’s and Gunner’s control 
assemblies. Other design contributions 
extend to critical components within 
the ground combat vehicles, and Essex 
will continue to support them into the 
foreseeable future.

 Experience in the battle-tested, mis-
sion-ready military arena and knowing 
our customer’s requirements with the as-
sociated standards is an advantage in the 
extreme Mil-Spec aircraft testing envi-
ronment. This knowledge base spans the 
product offerings in control sticks, throt-
tles, fuel system valves, hydraulic system 
valves, pulsation dampeners, flame arres-
tors, and related DOD build-to-print 
components and assemblies.

Operations
 Essex Industries understands that all 
our Military’s weapons platforms oper-
ate in a myriad of mission profiles and 
atmospheric environments. The team 
tailors designs and manufacturing pro-
cesses accordingly to accommodate 
these demands. Employees strictly ad-
here to our AS9100 procedures dur-
ing product design and manufacturing. 
Essex operates its own CNC machine 
shops, plating lines, painting lines, and 
NDT testing to keep costs down and 
turnaround times up. Service does not 
end when a customer’s finished product 
leaves the facility. Customer Care and 
Engineering teams are always available 
to provide ongoing support, trouble-
shoot problems, offer in-field servicing, 
and provide anything else our customers 

request to maximize aircraft uptime.  
 With Continuous Improvement at 
the core of the business, there is an on-
going effort to improve HMI designs in 
response to evolving military require-
ments and changing technology. Build-
ing on the history and experience, Essex 
collaborates to deliver vital improve-
ments on weapons controllers for other 
Army Aviation platforms. These efforts 
will lead to more flexibility and digital 
capability to change system functional-
ity based on mission parameters.
 Essex Industries has over 450 
dedicated employees in St. Louis, 
MO, Milford, CT, and Huntington 
Beach, CA. Energized by a continuous 
improvement culture and core moral 
values, Essex builds solid connections 
within the company, the aerospace 
industry, and the Military. Essex is 
proud of the service given to Army 
Aviation; we remember our products 
are vital to the safety of individual 
Soldiers, and they are honored to be a 
small part of their journey.

CW2 (Ret.). Robert Hale is the Aerospace 
& Defense Business Segment Manager at 
Essex Industries.
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T he continued evolution of 
electronic and electrical systems 
is inevitable. However, the tools 

and skills needed to maintain these 
systems are falling further and further 
behind, turning many items of modern 
life into discardable components when 
usefulness or functionality is lost. In 
the past, when consumer products 

experienced problems, a trip to a local 
repair shop was the solution. But how 
often does anyone repair a TV or home 
stereo anymore? This axiom pertains 
mostly to consumer level electronics 
where the modern expectation is that 
these items will simply be replaced 
every few years.
 This is not the case with modern 

day transportation (i.e., aircraft, ships, 
vehicles, trains, etc.) where the cost of 
short-term replacement far exceeds fi-
nancial feasibility and therefore must 
be maintained for much longer peri-
ods of time. And yet, today the main-
tenance technology gap continues to 
widen. The result has been a slow but 
continuous decline in systems reliabil-
ity causing a reduction in available as-
sets. Some maintenance data suggests 
that electrical and electronic faults re-
sult in hundreds of thousands of asset 
availability days lost annually.
 According to the Government 
Accountability Office, “DOD did not 
meet its mission capable goals for 
fiscal year 2021 for 47 of the 49 aircraft 
we reviewed. Further, mission capable 
rates for most aircraft decreased from 
fiscal years 2011 through 2021.”

Rising to the Challenge
 The Automatic Wire Test Set 
(AWTS) was developed through a 
joint Eclypse International and DOD 
collaboration to address the shortage 
of technology capable of support-
ing modern maintenance activities. 
Since 2010, the U.S. military has been 
acquiring Automatic Wire Test Set 
(AWTS) units for use as a fieldable 
common test equipment to improve 
electrical system maintenance capabil-
ity throughout the fleet. The applica-
tion of AWTS testing has shown solid 
results and has begun to gradually shift 
maintenance postures from purely re-
active to a proactive stance. More im-
portantly these efforts have led to in-
creased aircraft mission readiness.
 The initial mission of AWTS was 
to detect and identify electrical faults 
and expedite the repair processes. 
However, some of the biggest impacts 
made by AWTS thus far has come 
from integrating these test procedures 
into scheduled maintenance intervals. 
The gains realized by the US Army 
Aviation units at Fort Campbell, KY 
have already demonstrated notable 
improvements with scheduled mainte-
nance events utilizing AWTS.

Finding Root Causes of Intermittent 
System Failures   By Mr. Kevin Steidel

A 10th Combat Aviation Brigade technician runs a functional test on a panel next to a CH-47 helicopter 
with the Automatic Wire Test Set (AWTS) – Tests More Than Wiring.
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 Beginning in 2014, a Joint Office of 
the Secretary of Defense (OSD) project 
was commissioned to study a problem 
involving intermittent functionality 
of the Full Authority Digital Engine 
Control (FADEC) system. Units had 
been experiencing 2-6 Pilot Reported 
Discrepancies (PRDs) per month. This 
resulted in numerous unnecessary Line 
Replaceable Unit (LRU) removals. 
Many of which were returned as No 
Fault Found (NFF). Up to this point, 
using all known existing maintenance 
practices, ground testing of wires in the 
FADEC system had failed to detect any 
potential causes. Since the introduction 
of AWTS, Army maintainers have 
indicated FADEC PRDs have been 
reduced to 2-3 per year.
 Traditional maintenance techniques 
involve taking a single measurement 
of each circuit and determining a pass 
or fail condition based on a common 
threshold value. Meaning, regardless 
of conductor gauge or length, good or 
bad circuits are determined through 
a one-size-fits-all ideology. All too 
often, a degraded conductor can pass 
these common thresholds and remain 
in service until future problems 
occur in flight. Further, intermittent 
system failures are usually caused by 
very detectable degraded conditions 
in conductors. However, detection 
requires a closer look. 

New Ways to Evaluate Old 
Problems
 A new test protocol was developed 
by Eclypse International for use with 
AWTS in an effort to resolve FADEC 
issues. Working closely with Fort 
Campbell technicians, a measurement 
technique was developed, tested, and 
refined. Now designated the Certified 
Test Protocol (CTP), this new approach 
more accurately characterizes the 
condition of conductive paths beyond 
what single measurement techniques 
could previously provide.
 At its core, CTP involves perform-
ing multiple measurements on each 
circuit under test, then using compara-
tive analysis to evaluate the measure-
ment consistency of each circuit. It is 
expected that properly designed, well 
maintained wiring will have consistent 
conductive qualities over a series of 
multiple measurements. What has been 
discovered via CTP is that degraded 
circuits actually yield noticeably in-
consistent measurement data. In many 
cases, these degraded circuits (i.e., bad 

wire crimp, conductor corrosion, poor 
contact retention, etc.) have been di-
rectly linked with reported intermittent 
system functionality (a.k.a., in-flight 
failures). As maintainers at Fort Camp-
bell have found, when these degraded 
conditions are actioned upon, the inter-
mittent symptoms are resolved.
 Owing to the successes experienced 
while solving previous FADEC issues, 
maintainers have already begun to ex-
pand AWTS to additional systems and 
platforms. To facilitate this rapid expan-
sion, Eclypse was requested to provide 
Field Service Representative (FSR) 
personnel on-site at Fort Campbell. The 
purpose of on-site FSR technicians is to 
expedite test development by augment-
ing local activities. More recently, to 
satisfy mission readiness standards es-
tablished by the DOD, the U.S. Army is 
now deploying AWTS capability to the 
broader aviation fleet beyond the spe-
cial operation units.
 The Army is now expanding the use 
of AWTS technology throughout the 
rotary wing fleet, ultimately leading to 
increased reliability and availability of 
weapon systems. Key advantages of 
AWTS are through the use of automated 
test procedures which streamline 
maintenance activities, increase test 

accuracy, and provide methods to 
collect actual test data. The benefit 
of collecting test data is that it can be 
further evaluated to identify trends 
which can improve test procedures. 
Additionally, engineers can analyze 
test data over larger periods of time to 
further improve system designs.
 Aviation wiring can no longer be 
evaluated under basic single threshold 
philosophy. CTP is now providing a 
comprehensive evaluation of wiring in-
terconnect conditions to root out degra-
dation before it becomes a reliability is-
sue. To meet the maintenance demands 
of modern electronic systems, circuits 
need to be evaluated at tolerances closer 
to designed performance criteria. Under 
any scenario, discovering and repair-
ing degraded conductor paths during a 
scheduled maintenance event will lead 
to reductions in future system failures. 
There is no question that technology 
will continue to evolve, the only ques-
tion is how well it will be maintained.

Mr. Kevin Steidel is Technical Director 
of Eclypse International Corporation.
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www.armyaviationmuseum.org

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Our mission is to foster and perpetuate the Museum as a 
medium to inform and educate the public on the importance 
of Army Aviation. ~Preserving the Past for the Future.
Mrs. Leah Dunkle
Executive Coordinator
P. O. Box 620610
Fort Rucker, AL 36362
(334) 598-2508
foundation@armyaviationmuseum.org
Mrs. Linda Gentzyel
Gift Shop Manager
P. O. Box 620610
Fort Rucker, AL 36362
(334) 598-2508
shop@armyaviationmuseum.org

AVT Simulation 
avtsim.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

AVT Simulation is a full-service systems integrator that 
has capabilities in light manufacturing, courseware 
development, and stand-up instruction. AVT is the OEM 
of multiple simulation devices like the AGT, TFATT, eRCTD, 
and CEVT used in rotary wing platforms and heavy 
construction equipment.

Mr. Robert Abascal 
Founder/CSO
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
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Mr. Kyle Crooks 
CEO
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Senior Vice President Business 
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Collins Aerospace 
www.collinsaerospace.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Collins Aerospace, an RTX Business, is a leader in 
technologically advanced and intelligent solutions for 
aerospace and defense, helping to make the warfighter 
safer and more capable than ever before.

John Esposito 
Vice President, Strategic Pursuits
Windsor Locks, CT 
(860) 478-3112
john.esposito@collins.com

Fred Manzo   
Director, Army Programs
Arlington, VA 
(571) 982-2632
fred.manzo@collins.com

Chet Treloar   
Director, Strategic Pursuits
Lithia, FL 
(319) 651-2656
chester.treloar@collins.com

Luke Schmidt   
Senior Director, Military Avionics & 
Helicopters
Charlotte, NC 
(704) 430-1000
luke.schmidt@collins.com

Erik Gilbert 
Senior Manager, Business Development 
- Military Rotary Wing Avionics
Huntsville, AL 
(931) 307-6704
erik.gilbert@collins.com

Ryan Scoble  
Senior Manager, Business Development 
- Military Rotary Wing Avionics & MOSA
Huntsville, AL 
(256) 430-4842
thomas.scoble@collins.com

George Johnson  
Military Business Development 
Manager, Hoist and Winch
Ft. Novosel, AL 
(334) 379-2430
george.johnson@collins.com

Alex Barani 
Senior Manager, Military Business 
Development - Aerostructures
Chula Vista, CA
(910) 409-4987
john.khandan-barani@collins.com

Terry Truett  
Associate Director, Military Business 
Development - Interiors
Ridgeway, SC
(803) 900-0611
terry.truett@collins.com
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Associate Director, US Army & SOCOM - 
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Huntsville, AL
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AEVEX Aerospace 
https://aevex.com/

6 AAAA Member6

AEVEX Aerospace, headquartered in Solana Beach, 
California, supports the U.S. national security mission and 
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partner nation needs around the world by providing full-
spectrum aviation, remote sensing, and analysis solutions.

Trey Williams 
VP, Business Development
TWilliams@aevex.com

Avion Solutions, Inc.
www.avionsolutions.com

6 AAAA Member6

Established in 1992, Avion Solutions is an industry leader 
in aerospace engineering, sustainment, airworthiness, 
logistics, program management, and MBSE.  We’re 100% 
Employee-Owned and an eight-time Best Places to Work 
winner.
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mission engineering and operations, and advanced tech-
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World®.
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Cruz is a family-owned small business headquartered 
in Yorktown, Virginia with over 27 years of experience 
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support services to the United States Army and Navy.
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6515 Geo Wash Memorial Hwy, Ste 209
Yorktown, VA 23692
(757) 833-7538
eric.cruz@cruzinc.us

Greg Stewart
Vice President, Operations
6515 Geo Wash Memorial Hwy, Ste 209
Yorktown, VA 23692
(757) 833-7538
greg.stewart@cruzinc.us

Brian Thompson
Vice President, Military Programs
6515 Geo Wash Memorial Hwy, Ste 209
Yorktown, VA 23692
(757) 833-7538
brian.thompson@cruzinc.us

Mac Cornish
Director, DoD Acquisitions
6515 Geo Wash Memorial Hwy, Ste 209
Yorktown, VA 23692
(757) 833-7538
mac.cornish@cruzinc.us

Dynamic Graphics, Inc. 
www.dgi.com

6 AAAA Member6

Established US-based small-business, specializing in 
software solutions for complex geospatial data integration 
challenges. Manufacturers of the PRED^TORS2 package 
for comprehensive military aviation mission management 
and decision making.

Tamara Paradis 
General Manager
3697 Mt Diablo Boulevard, Suite 330
Lafayette, CA 94549
(510) 522-0700
info@dgi.com

GasTOPS Inc.  
www.gastopsusa.com

6 AAAA Member6

GasTOPS Inc. is a SDVOB, headquartered in Huntsville, 
Alabama. GasTOPS provides technical solutions for 
machinery diagnostics, prognostics, and health 
monitoring through the application of advanced fluid 
measurement and analysis technologies.

Mr. Steve Odom 
President
4960 Corporate Drive NW, Suite 140
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 562-1120
steve.odom@gastopsusa.com

Dr. David Hartranft 
Business Development Manager
4960 Corporate Drive NW, Suite 140
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 562-1120
dhartranft@gastopsusa.com

Hilton Software 
www.hiltonsoftware2.com

6 AAAA Member6

Hilton Software has developed two advanced mobile 
software applications, WingX and Aero App. WingX 
has become a trail blazing application leading the way 
in game changing features. Aero App is being used 
throughout the United States Department of Defense and 
internationally by our United States foreign partners. Our 
goal is to build enhanced capabilities and safety through 
the integration of industry best practices and innovation.

Hilton Goldstein 
CEO
2730 N. University Drive
Coral Springs, FL 33065
(954) 323-4275 x405
karlar@hiltonsoftware.com
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Intuitive Research and Technology 
Corporation 
www.irtc-hq.com

6 AAAA Member6

INTUITIVE® is an engineering and analysis firm that 
provides production support, software and systems 
engineering, programmatic support, product develop-
ment, rapid prototyping, and technology management 
throughout all phases of the system’s life cycle.

Mrs. Vergenia Shelton
President and CEO
5030 Bradford Drive, Building 2, Suite 205
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 922-9300
vergenia.shelton@irtc-hq.com

Mr. Michael Bieri
Senior Vice President of Huntsville Operations
5030 Bradford Drive, Building 2, Suite 205
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 922-9300
michael.bieri@irtc-hq.com

Logos Technologies 
www.logos-technologies.com

Logos Technologies specializes in advanced sensors, 
wide-area motion imagery (WAMI), advanced analytics, 
and processing of large, multisource datasets. Our 
miniaturized WAMI and multi-INT systems are configured 
for manned and unmanned platforms.

Dr. John Marion 
President
2701 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 584-5725
jmarion@logostech.net

Dr. Dave Fields 
VP of Technology
2701 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 584-5725
dfields@logostech.net

Mr. Doug Rombough 
VP of Business Development
2701 Prosperity Ave, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(813) 523-8271
drombough@logostech.net

Mr. Alan Murdoch 
VP of International Programs
2701 Prosperity Ave, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 584-4361
amurdoch@logostech.net

Lukos 
www.lukos.com

Lukos is a proven partner of the federal government, 
delivering high quality people and mature processes 

through principle leadership.  Focused areas Training, 
Operations, Force Design & Development, and Healthcare.

Michael D. Weigart 
Vice President, Growth
800 S. Harbour Island Blvd
Tampa, FL 33602
(813) 299-7406
michael.weigart@lukos.com

Myles Associates 
6 AAAA Member6

Myles Associates provides strategic insights, guidance, 
and assistance to key clients supporting U.S. national 
security interests.

MG James R.  Myles USA, Ret.  
President
(256) 665-3620
James.Myles@Myles-Associates.com

Ms. Brenda J. Bates 
Director, Government / Industry 
Engagements
(256) 604-8446
Brenda.Bates@Myles-Associates.com

National Institute for Aviation 
Research 
www.niar.wichita.edu

Research, design, testing, certification, training in 
Advanced Coatings; Aerodynamics; Ballistics/Crash 
Dynamics; Composites/Advanced Materials; Digital Twin; 
Environmental/EME; eXtended Reality; Flight Simulation; 
Full-Scale Structural Test; NDT; Sustainment; Reverse 
Engineering; Robotics/Automation, Virtual Engineering.

Pierre Harter
Director of R&D
1845 Fairmount St.
Wichita, KS 67260-0093
(316) 978-6444
pierre.harter@idp.wichita.edu

Navigator Development Group Inc. 
www.ndgi.com

6 AAAA Member6

Navigator Development Group Inc. is a Small Business 
Administration (SBA) certified Service-Disabled Veteran-
Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) providing contracted 
support to DoD agencies across the Aviation, Training, and 
Technology domains.

Mr. Keith Gay 
Owner / CEO
116 S. Main Street
Enterprise, AL 36330
(334) 347-7612
kgay@ndgi.com

Mr. James Moentmann 
President
6767 Old Madison Pike, Bld 2, Ste 200
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 489-3372
jmoentmann@ndgi.com

Mr. Robert Hutson 
Executive Vice President
116 S. Main Street
Enterprise, AL 36330
(334) 347-7612
rhutson@ndgi.com

Panasonic Connect 
www.toughbook.com

6 AAAA Member6

Panasonic Connect produces the TOUGHBOOK line of rugged 
computers, services, and solutions for warfighters that face 
mission- critical operations around the globe. TOUGHBOOK is 
engineered to meet environmentally challenging conditions.

Keith Mahler
Executive Account Manager
Two Riverfront Plaza, 9th Fl
Newark, NJ 07102
(512) 213-9783
Keith.Mahler@us.panasonic.com

Donna Miller
Account Manager
Two Riverfront Plaza, 9th Fl
Newark, NJ 07102
(813) 334-7702
donna.miller@us.panasonic.com

Joe Trickey
Associate Director, Marketing
Two Riverfront Plaza, 9th Fl
Newark, NJ 07102
(512) 796-8825
Joe.trickey@us.panasonic.com

Peduzzi Associates, LTD 
https://peduzziassociates.com/

 6 AAAA Member6 Scholarship Donor 6

Peduzzi Associates, Ltd (PAL) is a premier consulting firm 
specializing in expanding business opportunities for clients 
and partners by promoting products and government 
services with the Department of Defense, National Guard, 
Federal agencies, and on Capitol Hill.  For over 28 years PAL 
has successfully assisted companies achieve their business 
development goals through a combination of Innovative 
Strategies, Unparalleled Access, and Fierce Advocacy.

Maj Gen Garry Dean Ret.  
President
221 S. Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 859-0514
garry.dean@peduzziassociates.com

COL Dudley Capps Ret.  
Director, Aviation and Joint Programs
(904) 813-4174
dudley.capps@peduzziassociates.com
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PeopleTec 
www.peopletec.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

PeopleTec specializes in Systems Engineering, 
Integration & Test, HW/SW Development, Cybersecurity, 
Data Analysis, Artificial Intelligence, and Innovative 
Business Intelligence (Rubix) including MRL solutions, 
delivering high-value engineering services to our DoD 
customers.

Doug Barclay
Sr. Vice President
4901-I Corporate Drive
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 319-3804
doug.barclay@peopletec.com

Joan Smith
Sr. Vice President
4901-I Corporate Drive
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 319-3991
joan.smith@peopletec.com

Dennis Dunaway
Vice President
4901-I Corporate Drive
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 319-3857
dennis.dunaway@peopletec.com

Science Applications International 
Corporation (SAIC) 
saic.com

6 AAAA Member6

SAIC® is a technology integrator offering solutions in 
engineering, digital, artificial intelligence  and mission 
solutions. Headquartered in Reston, Virginia, SAIC has 
approximately 24,000 employees.          

Greg Fortier 
Vice President, Aviation, Fires, Missile 
Defense & C5ISR
6725 Odyssey Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(910) 988-9220
gregory.s.fortier@saic.com

Billy Jackson 
Senior Director, Business Development, 
Army Programs
6725 Odyssey Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 479-3024
william.d.jackson@saic.com

Billy Boykin 
Vice President, Software Development
6725 Odyssey Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 656-7488
john.w.boykin@saic.com

Wheeler Business Solutions LLC 
WheelerSolutions.com

Wheeler Business Solutions (WBS) provides strategic con-
sulting services for the aerospace and defense industries.  
With more than 40 years of experience in leadership in the 
aerospace industry, WBS brings a strong technical founda-
tion in Engineering with strengths in propulsion and aircraft 
integration.  In addition, WBS has extensive experience in 
business development, joint venture and program leader-
ship, development of program win strategies, and leading 
high-performing teams in program execution.  Skilled in all 
areas of interaction with Government and industry custom-
ers and deeply experienced in Government Relations with 
Congressional offices and staff.

Mr. Jerry Wheeler 
President
113 Redwood Drive
Madison, AL 35758
(860) 371-0157
jerry@wheelersolutions.com

Education

AVT Simulation 
avtsim.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

AVT Simulation is a full-service systems integrator that 
has capabilities in light manufacturing, courseware 
development, and stand-up instruction. AVT is the OEM 
of multiple simulation devices like the AGT, TFATT, eRCTD, 
and CEVT used in rotary wing platforms and heavy 
construction equipment.

Mr. Robert Abascal 
Founder/CSO
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
rabascal@avtsim.com

Mr. Kyle Crooks 
CEO
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
kcrooks@avtsim.com
Mr. Kevin Vizzarri 
Senior Vice President Business 
Development
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
kvizzarri@avtsim.com

CATI Training Systems
www.catinet.com

6 AAAA Member6

CATI Training Systems, a leader in innovative Image 
Generator and Simulation Solutions providing superior 
training, system hardware integration, software design 
and development, research support and visual systems 
solutions since 1997.

CMSgt Vincent Hill Ret. 
Vice President, Business Development
208 Heritage Way
Ozark, AL 36360
(850) 461-9642
vincent.hill@catinet.com

Mr. Rolf Beutler
President
208 Heritage Way
Ozark, AL 36360
(334) 598-1319
rolf.beutler@catinet.com

Mr. Peter Obear
Sr. Manager, Software Engineering
208 Heritage Way
Ozark, AL 36360
(334) 598-1319
peter.obear@catinet.com

Mr. Michael Larkin 
Sr. Manager, Software Development
208 Heritage Way
Ozark, AL 36360
(334) 598-1319
michael.larkin@catinet.com

FSI Defense, A FlightSafety 
International Company
www.fsidefense.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

FSI Defense is a wholly-owned subsidiary of FlightSafety 
International. FSI Defense provides fixed and rotor-wing 
training and instruction for pilots and technicians to the 
U.S. Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and 
international defense customers.

Mr. Bart Johnke
Director of Business Development, Army Programs
Warrior Hall, 500 Industrial Blvd
Daleville, AL 36322
barton.johnke@flightsafety.com

Maintenance and Product 
Overhaul

Able Aerospace 
www.ableaerospace.com

6 AAAA Member6

Able Aerospace is an industry-leading provider of repair 
and overhaul for fixed and rotor wing customers around 
the world.

Mr. Paul Apodaca 
Government Sales Manager
7706 E. Velocity Way
Mesa, AZ 85212
(602) 443-8360
paul.apodaca@ableengineering.com

Ace Aeronautics LLC
https://aceaero.com/

6 AAAA Member6
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Ace Aeronautics provides innovative and long-term avionic 
and airframe solutions to commercial and government avia-
tion users worldwide. Ace offers commercial and military 
off-the-shelf products for rotary wing aircraft that provide 
state-of-the-art solutions to resolve avionics obsolescence.

Rich Enderle
CEO
105 Buck Island Rd.
Guntersville, AL 35976
(256) 698-6992
renderle@aceaero.com

Bob Caldwell
Executive Vice President - Business Development
(302) 300-5262
bcaldwell@aceaero.com

Kerry Brunson
COO
(256) 705-0250 x1203
kbrunson@aceaero.com

Advanced Helicopter Services 
www.advheli.com

6 AAAA Member6

Advanced Helicopter Services unites a skilled team of 
technicians with over 100 years of combined experience 
in helicopter support and services. Their military LUH-72 
Lakota program support includes engine maintenance, 
airframe modifications, avionics upgrades, tooling 
support, and field assistance.

Mr. Michael C. Clapper
Director of Military Engine Services
2814 Horace Shepard Dr.
Dothan, AL 36303
(334) 790-1019
mclapper@advheli.com

AEVEX Aerospace 
https://aevex.com/

6 AAAA Member6

AEVEX Aerospace, headquartered in Solana Beach, 
California, supports the U.S. national security mission and 
partner nation needs around the world by providing full-
spectrum aviation, remote sensing, and analysis solutions.

Trey Williams 
VP, Business Development
TWilliams@aevex.com

Airbus U.S. Space & Defense, Inc. 
www.airbusus.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

  
Airbus U.S. Space and Defense has 54 years of experience 
delivering advanced products and services to support 
the U.S. government’s most complex defense, security, 
space, and intelligence missions. We leverage world-class 
satellites, secure communications platforms, helicopters, 
fixed-wing aircraft, unmanned aerial systems, and 
intelligence products that deliver proven solutions.

Mr. Scott Tumpak 
VP, Military Helicopters
2701 N. Forum Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
(214) 662-9174
scott.tumpak@airbusus.com

Mr. Brian Zarchin 
Vice President, Unmanned Aerial Systems
1525 Wilson Blvd, Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22209
(571) 471-4056
brian.zarchin@airbusus.com

Mr. Brian J. Diaz  
Senior Director, US Army and Fort 
Novosel Operations
341 Daleville Avenue
Daleville, AL 36322
(334) 312-1738
brian.diaz@airbusus.com

Amentum 
www.amentum.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

Amentum’s team of aviation professionals delivers 
system integration and modernization, maintenance, 
sustainment, logistics, training, and technical solutions 
worldwide. We provide innovative, cost-effective aviation 
capabilities - creating enduring value for our customers.

Mr. Joe D. Dunaway 
President, Aviation Solutions
1901 S. Harbor City Blvd., Suite 300
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 216-2407
Joe.Dunaway@amentum.com

Mr. Rick Crogan 
SVP, Army & Special Programs, Aviation 
Solutions
1901 S. Harbor City Blvd., Suite 300
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 216-2409
Rick.Crogan@amentum.com
Mr. Ken Kliethermes 
VP, BD, Aviation Solutions
13500 Heritage Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76177
(682) 328-8722
Ken.Kliethermes@amentum.com

Artemis Electronics 
www.artemiselectronics.com

6 AAAA Member6

Artemis Electronics is a WOSB with capabilities to 
provide MRO, Build to Print Manufacturing, and Reverse 
Engineering services. Our core competency is supporting 
legacy electronics and avionics for the militaries world wide.

Joey Stotts
Senior Outside Sales Representative
13400 W. Highway 42, Suite 180
Prospect, KY 40059
(812) 406-5508
jstotts@artemiselectronics.com

Aviation Blade Services Inc. 
https://www.absblade.com/

6 AAAA Member6

Aviation Blade Services, Inc. (ABS), based in Kissimmee, 
Florida, is best known for its expertise in the UH-60 Black 
Hawk rotor blade, as well as the Sikorsky, S-55, S-58, S-61, 
S-62, S-64, S-70, H-3, H-34, and CH-54 rotor blades, and 
Westland Sea King rotor blades.  ABS hold US Army SAR 
approval for maintenance on both the UH-60 Main and 
Tail Rotor Blade.  The company’s experience, knowledge 
and support for these rotor blades is unmatched.  More 
information may be found at www.absblade.com.

Mr. John Brennan 
General Manager
3969 Merlin Drive
Kissimmee, FL 34741
(407) 846-6780
jbrennan@absblade.com

Aviation Service Partners Inc. 
aviationservicepartners.com

6 AAAA Member6

Headquartered in Albertville, AL, a short 38 miles from 
Huntsville’s Redstone Arsenal, Aviation Service Partners(ASP) 
provides top-tier aircraft MRO services and rapidly deployable 
engineering field teams to deliver reliable, end-to-end 
solutions that are 100% tailored to the specific needs of our 
clients – airlines, aircraft lessors, DOD operations, MROs and 
OEMs – to support seamless operations and reliable results.

Lionel D. Hamilton  
Senior Vice President
210 Aviation Way
Albertville, AL 35950
(937) 217-3628
lhamilton@asp.aero

Brent C. Carter 
Director Of Operations
210 Aviation Way
Albertville, AL 35950
(770) 709-8588
bcarter@asp.aero

Blackhawk Aerospace Solutions 
https://www.blackhawk.aero/
government-overview/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Blackhawk Aerospace Solutions (BAS), LLC is a “One-Stop 
Shop” for the management of Maintenance, Repair, & Over-
haul (MRO) of aircraft subsystems, engine upgrades, com-
posite aerospace parts, Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) 
development for aircraft powerplant and avionics modifica-
tions, aircraft repair. The BAS Quality Management System 
is IS09001:2015 and AS9100RevD certified. We are an active 
member of GIDEP for the prevention of counterfeit parts.

Dr. Pete Franks 
President
150 West Park Loop, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 881-8210
pete.franks@blackhawk.aero
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Collins Aerospace 
www.collinsaerospace.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Collins Aerospace, an RTX Business, is a leader in 
technologically advanced and intelligent solutions for 
aerospace and defense, helping to make the warfighter 
safer and more capable than ever before.

John Esposito 
Vice President, Strategic Pursuits
Windsor Locks, CT 
(860) 478-3112
john.esposito@collins.com

Fred Manzo   
Director, Army Programs
Arlington, VA 
(571) 982-2632
fred.manzo@collins.com

Chet Treloar   
Director, Strategic Pursuits
Lithia, FL 
(319) 651-2656
chester.treloar@collins.com

Luke Schmidt   
Senior Director, Military Avionics & 
Helicopters
Charlotte, NC 
(704) 430-1000
luke.schmidt@collins.com

Erik Gilbert 
Senior Manager, Business Development 
- Military Rotary Wing Avionics
Huntsville, AL 
(931) 307-6704
erik.gilbert@collins.com

Ryan Scoble  
Senior Manager, Business Development 
- Military Rotary Wing Avionics & MOSA
Huntsville, AL 
(256) 430-4842
thomas.scoble@collins.com

George Johnson  
Military Business Development 
Manager, Hoist and Winch
Ft. Novosel, AL 
(334) 379-2430
george.johnson@collins.com

Alex Barani 
Senior Manager, Military Business 
Development - Aerostructures
Chula Vista, CA
(910) 409-4987
john.khandan-barani@collins.com

Terry Truett  
Associate Director, Military Business 
Development - Interiors
Ridgeway, SC
(803) 900-0611
terry.truett@collins.com

Chadwick  Ford  
Associate Director, US Army & SOCOM - 
Connected Battlespace Implementation
Huntsville, AL
(843) 877-5500
chadwick.ford@collins.com

Michael  Cervone 
Director, Strategy & Business 
Development - Power & Controls
Windsor Locks, CT
(617) 413-4874
michael.cervone@collins.com

Columbia Helicopters, Inc. 
www.colheli.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Columbia Helicopters is the global leader in heavy-lift heli-
copter operations and a trusted expert in maintenance, repair, 
and overhaul services. Backed by over 60 years of experience, 
Columbia operates internationally, often conducting opera-
tions in remote, austere conditions, providing safe and reliable 
aircraft and qualified personnel that meet demanding global 
transport requirements. Columbia leverages its position as 
the OEM for the Model 234 Chinook and 107-II Vertol, and the 
FAA Type Certificate holder of the CH-47D Chinook, to provide 
responsive modifications, lifecycle support, and MRO services 
trusted worldwide by a diverse customer base.

Mr. Michael Tremlett
President and CEO
(503) 678-1222
michael.tremlett@colheli.com

Mr. Johnny Villena
Vice President of Business Development and Marketing
(503) 678-1222
johnny.villena@colheli.com

DIT-MCO International 
https://www.ditmco.com/

6 AAAA Member6

DIT-MCO International LLC is a worldwide leader in automat-
ed cable/harness test systems with over 70 years’ experience 
providing test equipment for interconnect verification.

Scott Kendrick  
Southeast Sales Manager
5612 Brighton Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64130
(816) 876-6332
skendrick@ditmco.com

Marshall Pelot 
West Sales Manager
5612 Brighton Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64130
(816) 210-2487
mpelot@ditmco.com

Fred Reynolds 
Northeast Sales Manager
5612 Brighton Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64130
(816) 305-6033
freynolds@ditmco.com

Ryan Vickers 
Midwest Sales Manager
5612 Brighton Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64130
(816) 204-7051
rvickers@ditmco.com

Donaldson Company 
www.donaldson.com

6 AAAA Member6

The Donaldson rotorcraft business is dedicated to leading 
the industry with filtration solutions for your entire aircraft.

Mr. Nicolas Lata
Account Manager
17891 Chesterfield Airport Road
Chesterfield, MO 63005
(860) 306-8463
nicolas.lata@donaldson.com

Eclypse International Corporation
www.eclypse.org

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Eclypse is the manufacturer of the US military electrical 
testing standard known as the AWTS.  Come by our booth 
and see our capability to automate and dramatically 
improve your mission readiness.

Christopher T. Teal 
Marketing Director
341 S. Maple Street
Corona, CA 92878
(951) 317-0781
cteal@eclypse.org

Fastening Systems International, Inc. 
www.fsirivet.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Fastening Systems International Inc. (FSI) is a leading 
supplier of blind fasteners and blind rivet installation 
tools- rivet guns, rivet nuts, pop rivets and more.  FSI is 
a manufacturer of specialty sheet metal & composite tool 
kits for the aerospace, military and commercial industries.

Mark Herand 
VP of Sales & Marketing
1206 E. MacArthur Street
Sonoma, CA 95476
(707) 935-1170
mark@fsirivet.com

Nolund Kowalski 
Military/Aerospace Sales
1206 E. MacArthur Street
Sonoma, CA 95476
nolund@fsirivet.com

GasTOPS Inc. 
www.gastopsusa.com

6 AAAA Member6
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GasTOPS Inc. is a SDVOB, headquartered in Huntsville, 
Alabama. GasTOPS provides technical solutions for 
machinery diagnostics, prognostics, and health 
monitoring through the application of advanced fluid 
measurement and analysis technologies.

Mr. Steve Odom 
President
4960 Corporate Drive NW, Suite 140
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 562-1120
steve.odom@gastopsusa.com

Dr. David Hartranft 
Business Development Manager
4960 Corporate Drive NW, Suite 140
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 562-1120
dhartranft@gastopsusa.com

Leonardo Electronics US, Inc. 
https://www.leonardo.us/

6 AAAA Member6

Leonardo Electronics US Inc. is a subsidiary of Leonardo. 
We enable next-generation technologies in defense, 
security, medical, and industrial segments.

Mr. Hunter Marshall
Director, Army Business Development
(270) 291-9414
hunter.marshall@leonardo.us

Mr. Matt White
Vice President, Business Development
(571) 425-9746
matthew.white@leonardo.us

Mr. Clif Sawyer
Vice President, Sensor Solutions
(256) 285-7670

M1 Support Services 
www.m1services.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

M1 Support Services provides high quality, cost effective 
aircraft maintenance and modifications, flight operations, en-
gineering support, depot level field teams, training develop-
ment and delivery, and contractor logistics support worldwide.

William Shelt
President
300 N. Elm Street, Suite 101
Denton, TX 76201
(940) 323-1119
William.shelt@m1services.com

Kathy Hildreth
Managing Director
300 N. Elm Street, Suite 101
Denton, TX 76201
(940) 323-1119
Kathy.hildreth@m1services.com

Michael Frazier
Chief Operating Officer
300 N. Elm Street, Suite 101
Denton, TX 76201
(940) 323-1119
Michael.frazier@m1services.com

Rob Moore
Chief Business Development Officer
300 N. Elm Street, Suite 101
Denton, TX 76201
(940) 323-1119
Robert.moore@m1services.com

Moog Inc. – Aircraft 
http://www.moog.com/aircraft

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Moog offers engineered support solutions to complement 
our repair and overhaul services for Moog and non-Moog 
products, including obsolescence management, mods and 
upgrades, supply chain partnerships and logistics support.

Phil Wray
Director Business Unit, Military Global Sustainment
160 Jamison Road
Elma, NY 14059
(716) 309-8568
pwray@moog.com

Jeff Markel
Director, Sustaining Engineering and Modernization
160 Jamison Road
Elma, NY 14059
(716) 725-4874
jmarkel@moog.com

Moog Inc. - Defense Sustainment 
www.moog.com/defense

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Moog’s global sustainment program includes OEM product 
support, modernization, and upgrades; field service 
and training; and engineered solutions. These offerings 
support industry’s range of defense products across multi-
domain operations.

Mr. Paul Rignel
Defense Sustainment Director
500 Jamison Rd.
East Aurora, NY 14052
(716) 393-7861
prignel@moog.com

Navigator International, LLC 
http://www.nav-int.com

6 AAAA Member6

Navigator International, LLC (NI) is a Service Disabled 
Veteran Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) established in 
2005 specializing in analytical, training, i3D modeling, 
overseas and domestic construction, global logistics, 
O&M, and ITAR registered export/brokerage services.

Albert Patterson
Chairman/President
301 Franklin Street SE
Huntsville, AL 35801
(334) 348-1550 x401
albert.patterson@nav-int.com

Bill Baker
VP, Government Services
107 W. College Street
Enterprise, AL 36330
(334) 447-0003
bill.baker@nav-int.co

Sertac Demirezen 
VP, International Operations
Safi Espadon Tower, 9th Floor, Orta 
Mah, Soganlik D-100 Kuzey Yan
Yol Uzeri, Kartal, Istanbul 34880
Turkey
(334) 498-0555
sertac.demirezen@nav-int.com

Ben Patterson 
VP, Domestic Construction
107 W. College Street
Enterpise, AL 36330
(334) 482-2144
ben.patterson@nav-int.com

Raptor Scientific 
www.raptor-scientific.com

6 AAAA Member6

Raptor Scientific offers an extensive range of test and 
measurement capabilities, including Mass Properties, 
Radar Cross Section Measurement Instruments, Air Data 
Test Systems, Pressure, Temperature, Torque & Force 
Measurement Instruments, and Igniter Circuit Testers.

Mr. Peter M. Barry 
Chief Sales & Marketing Officer
81 Fuller Way
Berlin, CT 06037
(774) 479-8615
pbarry@raptor-scientific.com

S.A.F.E. Structure Designs 
www.SAFEstructureDesigns.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Creative and customizable solutions for just about any 
project.  We Design, Engineer and Manufacture in-house.  
Zero NRE fees, so why not give us a try.

Johnny Buscema
President & CEO
10620 Southern Highlands Pkwy
Ste 110 - 319
Las Vegas, NV 89141
(727) 809-1146
Johnny@SAFE-2.com

Garry Bass
Miltary Operations & Business Development
10620 Southern Highlands Pkwy
Ste 110 - 319
Las Vegas, NV 89141
(256) 631-7330
Garry@SAFE-2.com

Science and Engineering Services, 
LLC 
www.ses-i.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

An industry leader in the modification and integration 
of rotary and fixed wing platforms, aviation training, 
maintenance and total fielding solutions. SES offers a 
turnkey solution with a full spectrum approach that 
delivers the highest quality products to our customers.
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Mr. Ralph Pallotta
Chief Executive Officer
248 Dunlop Boulevard
Huntsville, AL 35824
(256) 258-5000
Ralph.pallotta@ses-i.com

Mr. Skip Sherrell 
Vice President, Business Development
248 Dunlop Boulevard
Huntville, AL 35824
(256) 258-3992
skip.sherrell@ses-i.com

Spirit AeroSystems, Inc. 
www.spiritaero.com

6 AAAA Member6

The world’s largest manufacturer of aerostructures for 
commercial, defense, and business/regional jets. Expertise 
in aluminum and advanced composite manufacturing 
solutions, the company’s core products include fuselages, 
integrated wings/wing components, pylons, and nacelles.

Mr. Jarrod Bartlett
Director Defense Business Development
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67026
(316) 523-5649
jarrod.s.bartlett@spiritaero.com

Mr. Chad Heyen
Defense Aftermarket Sales
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 880-5505
chad.l.heyen@spiritaero.com

Kristy Stevens
Sr. Mgr Global Marketing/Brand/Tradeshows
3801 S. Olvier
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 526-6591
kristy.l.stevens@spiritaero.com

StandardAero 
http://www.StandardAero.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

StandardAero, bringing best-in-class aviation services to 
our military partners. We are a Global leader in aerospace 
Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul support for aircraft, 
rotorcraft, engines and avionics.

Mr. Lou Vogler 
Vice President, Business Development
3523 General Hudnell Drive
San Antonio, TX 78226
(210) 449-1123
Lou.Vogler@StandardAero.com

Mr. Steven Stewart 
Director - US Gov’t Agencies / Canada 
DND & Channel Partners
800 Aerospace Blvd., Hangar 8
Slemon Park, PE C0B 2A0
Canada
(902) 314-9030
Steven.Stewart@StandardAero.com

Summit Aviation, Inc. 
www.summit-aviation.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Summit Aviation provides a broad spectrum of military 
aircraft maintenance and modification services including 
integration, sustainment, logistics, flight testing and 
training, aerial and seaport operations and more.

Ben Morgan 
Business Development Manager, 
Government & Defense Aircraft Services
4200 Summit Bridge Road
Middletown, DE 19709
(302) 803-3237
bmorgan@summit-aviation.com

System Studies & Simulation, Inc.
www.s3inc.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

S3 is a technical services company specializing in 
acquisition support, engineering, training, logistics, C4ISR, 
security assistance, and commercial air operations. S3 
supports USG, Commercial, and International customers.

Ms. Jan Smith 
Chief Executive Officer
615 Discovery Dr NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 328-9469
jan.smith@s3inc.com

Col. John Pack 
Vice President of Business Development
615 Discovery Dr NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 327-9930
john.pack@s3inc.com

Col. Scott Halverson 
Aviation Program Manager for Technical 
Programs
615 Discovery Dr NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 428-9496
scott.halverson@s3inc.com

Mr. Josh Sauls 
KBFS General Manager
615 Discovery Dr NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 428-9476
josh.sauls@s3inc.com

Mr. Garrick Kelly 
Business Developer
615 Discovery Dr NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 428-9478
garrick.kelly@s3inc.com

The Marvin Group 
www.marvingroup.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

The Marvin Group (Marvin Engineering, Marvin Test 
Solutions, and Marvin Land Systems) proudly supports 

the warfighter with integrated weapon systems, power/
thermal management and electronic test equipment to 
ensure mission readiness.

Stephen T. Sargeant
Major General, USAF (Ret.) 
Chief Executive Officer Marvin Test 
Solutions, Inc. 
Vice President, Strategic Development 
The Marvin Group
1770 Kettering
Irvine, CA 92614
(949) 263-2222
Steve.Sargeant@MarvinTest.com

Tyonek Native Corporation 
www.tyonek.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

The Tyonek portfolio of companies has extensive 
infrastructure, expertise, and resources to fulfill our Army 
Aviation customers’ needs.

Mr. Todd White 
President Tyonek Manufacturing Group
229 Palmer Rd.
Madison, Alabama 35758
(256) 258-6200
twhite@tyonek.com

Mr. Paul Stein 
President Tyonek Services Group
229 Palmer Rd.
Madison, Alabama 35758
(256) 258-6200
pstein@tyonek.com
                                       
Mr. Doug Baker 
Senior Vice President of Business Development
229 Palmer Rd.
Madison, Alabama 35758
(256) 258-6200
dbaker@tyonek.com

Vinnell Arabia 
https://www.vinnellarabia.com/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Vinnell Arabia is a military knowledge transfer company, 
delivering a full range of products and services, 
customized doctrine-based ground and aviation training, 
supporting the KSA Ministry of National Guard.

Jim Todd 
General Manager
jtodd@vinnellarabia.com

Jonathan Tackaberry 
Aviation Program Director
jtackaberry@vinnellarabia.com
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 Manufacturing

A.A.I. (Aviation Artifacts, Inc.) 
www.ALSET.us

Manufacturer and Distributor of the ALSET Tester support-
ing U.S. Army Aviation Life Support Equipment (ALSE).

Robert C. Le Beau
President/CEO
19572 Lost Creek Drive
Estero, FL 33967
(800) 845-1994
robert@aaiusa.us

Aero Dynamix Inc. 
www.aerodynamix.com

6 AAAA Member6

Aero Dynamix Inc. (ADI) is an industry leader and principle 
innovator with 25+ years of experience on “INTEGRATED” 
Night Vision Goggle (NVG) compatible solutions and Edge 
Lit Panel Manufacturing.

Stu Parker
Sales & Marketing Manger
3227 W. Euless Blvd
Euless, TX 76040
(817) 571-0729
sparker@aerodynamix.com

Everett Horst
Sr. Manger Sales / Product Support
3227 W. Euless Blvd
Euless, TX 76040
(817) 571-0729
ehorst@aerodynamix.com

AEROMETALS 
http://www.aerometals.aero/

6 AAAA Member6

Aerometals is a Comprehensive Aerospace Companylo-
cated in northern California with a campus comprised of 
two 75,000sf buildings housing all facets of manufacturing, 
design, testing and certification activities.Product lines in-
clude DOD Manufacturing, PMA and STC aftermarket parts 
and Inlet Barrier Filters. 165+ skilled employees including 
30+ Engineers (Mechanical, Electrical, Aeronautical), A&P 
licensed mechanics, and DIMR onsite. Aerometals is a 100% 
Aerospace business with AS9100D/ISO9001 certification.

Mr. Erik Blanck
Director of Sales and Marketing
3920 Sandstone Dr.
El Dorado, CA 95762
(360) 318-3700
erik.blanck@aerometals.aero

Airbus U.S. Space & Defense, Inc. 
www.airbusus.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

Airbus U.S. Space and Defense has 54 years of experience 
delivering advanced products and services to support 

the U.S. government’s most complex defense, security, 
space, and intelligence missions. We leverage world-class 
satellites, secure communications platforms, helicopters, 
fixed-wing aircraft, unmanned aerial systems, and 
intelligence products that deliver proven solutions.
 

Mr. Scott Tumpak  
VP, Military Helicopters
2701 N. Forum Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
(214) 662-9174
scott.tumpak@airbusus.com

Mr. Brian Zarchin 
Vice President, Unmanned Aerial 
Systems
1525 Wilson Blvd, Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22209
(571) 471-4056
brian.zarchin@airbusus.com

Mr. Brian J. Diaz 
Senior Director, US Army and Fort 
Novosel Operations
341 Daleville Avenue
Daleville, AL 36322
(334) 312-1738
brian.diaz@airbusus.com

Alpha Metalcraft Group 
www.alphametalcraft.com

6 AAAA Member6

With expertise in deep drawing and electroforming, Alpha 
Metalcraft Group provides reliable, top-quality, metal-
crafted components that meet the exacting specifications 
of leading aerospace and defense manufacturers.

Mr. John Boscia
Vice President, Business Development
10 Eagle Road
Danbury, CT 06810
(475) 256-4050
john.boscia@AlphaMetalcraft.com

ARESIA 
www.aresia.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Aresia is a key partner to major contractors and state 
agencies in the civil and defense aeronautical sectors. We 
specialize in carriage and ejection systems, hydraulic and 
fuel tanks, and support and training systems. We are also 
experts in complex mechanical assemblies in restricted 
environments and embedded digital solutions.

Mr. Sebastien Nicolas
Business Development Manager - Defense
sebastien.nicolas@aresia.com

ASI (Aero Simulation, Inc.) 
www.aerosimulation.com

6 AAAA Member6

ASI develops cutting-edge training systems for multi-
domain simulation and training. We deliver quality 

controlled, non-proprietary, all-fidelity simulators, 
distributed training, cybersecurity, and sustainment 
services efficiently and cost effectively.

Mr. Joel W. Jolley 
Senior Director of Business 
Development
8720 E. Sligh Ave.
Tampa, FL 33610
(813) 519-8676
j_jolley@aerosimulation.com

Astronautics Corporation of 
America
www.astronautics.com

6 AAAA Member6

Products: Multi-layer security and mixed-critical domain 
gateway servers. Data transfer through wired and 
wireless datalinks.  Cybersecurity architecture modeling, 
vulnerability assessment, and mitigation strategies.  
Primary flight, multifunction, and mission displays.

Mr. Garrett Jensen
Director, Business Development
135 W Forest Hill Avenue
Oak Creek, WI 53154
(414) 514-9524
g.jensen@astronautics.com

Astronics Test Systems 
www.astronicstestsystems.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Astronics Test Systems ensures optimal performance of 
mission critical systems with innovative test solutions. 
With over 60 years of expertise, our solutions help 
mitigate obsolescence, embrace modern technology, and 
ensure operational readiness.

Mr. Tim Webb 
Sr. Director, Sales & Business 
Development
12700 Ingenuity Dr.
Orlando, FL 32826
(978) 303-2267
tim.webb@astronics.com

Mr. Felix Horton
Sr. Manager, Sales & Programs
12700 Ingenuity Dr.
Orlando, FL 32826
(407) 531-7210
felix.horton@astronics.com

Avlite Systems
avlite.com

6 AAAA Member6

Avlite Systems designs and produces aviation lighting 
equipment for expeditionary and permanent applications. 
We have a proven reputation for our products designed for 
defense, government, and civil operations in remote, harsh 
environments. Our products include runway, taxiway, and 
approach lighting systems including FAA Certified PAPIs 
with IR/NVG mode.  We proudly hold a program of record 
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for US DOD and NATO expeditionary solar airfield lighting 
systems including the US Army MOTS system.

Laurie Forand
Business Development Manager, US DoD, NATO Military
(603) 845-9201
Laurie.Forand@spx.com

AVT Simulation 
avtsim.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

AVT Simulation is a full-service systems integrator that 
has capabilities in light manufacturing, courseware 
development, and stand-up instruction. AVT is the OEM 
of multiple simulation devices like the AGT, TFATT, eRCTD, 
and CEVT used in rotary wing platforms and heavy 
construction equipment.

Mr. Robert Abascal 
Founder/CSO
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
rabascal@avtsim.com

Mr. Kyle Crooks 
CEO
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
kcrooks@avtsim.com

Mr. Kevin Vizzarri 
Senior Vice President Business 
Development
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL
(407) 381-5311
kvizzarri@avtsim.com

Axnes Inc. 
www.axnes.com

6 AAAA Member6

Axnes develops and supplies advanced and highly durable 
wireless intercom solutions for use in airborne, ground, 
and marine mission applications. Learn more at www.
axnes.com.

Markus Schmitz
Managing Director
1155 Kelly Johnson Blvd., Suite 111
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
(719) 277-6671
msc@axnes.com

Becker Avionics 
https://www.becker-avionics.com/

6 AAAA Member6

Becker Avionics, a leader in digital avionics technology, 
sets the standard in customer-centric, state-of-the-art 
ground and airborne solutions. Becker Avionics develops, 
manufactures and distributes the latest communications, 
navigation, surveillance and search & rescue equipment 

for airborne and ground applications. Becker Avionics has 
been providing avionics products to military, airborne law 
enforcement, general and corporate aviation, and ATC 
organizations around the world for over 65 years.

David Oglesbee
Director of Sales
10376 USA Today Way
Miramar, FL 33025
(954) 296-9100
dave@beckerusa.com

Textron Inc. 
https://www.textron.com/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Scott C. Donnelly 
Chairman, President and Chief 
Executive Officer
40 Westminister Street
Providence, RI 02903

Shannon H. Hines
Senior Vice President Gov. Affairs & 
Washington Ops
1101 Pennsylvania Ave Ste 400
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 637-3838
shannon.hines@textron.com
John Lindsay 
Vice President Washington Operations
1101 Pennsylvania Ave Ste 400
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 637-3833
john.lindsay@texron.com

Todd Royar
Vice President, Program Integration Lead
6703 Odyssey Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 221-4990
troyar@textron.us

Textron Aviation 
6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Marc Harrelson
Director Sales, Special Missions
1 Cessna Blvd
Wichita, KS 67215
(316) 285-6185
mharrelson@txtav.com

Textron Systems 
https://www.textronsystems.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Textron Systems is a world leader in uncrewed air, 
surface and land products, services and support. We offer 
ingenious and advanced solutions to support defense, 
aerospace, and other customer missions.

Tom Hammoor
President & Chief Executive Officer

Wayne Prender 
Senior Vice President, Air Systems
prender@textronsystems.com

Frank Muth 
Senior Vice President, Strategy & 
Innovation
fmuth@textronsystems.com

Jim Ryan 
Senior Director, Global Sales & Strategy, 
Air Systems
jryan@textronsystems.com

Mike Paturzo 
Vice President of Global Sales & 
Strategy, Electronic Systems
paturz@textronsystems.com

Bell 
www.bellflight.com
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Bell is on a mission to change the way the world flies 
with superior vertical lift that saves lives, preserves 
freedom, and provides customers innovative solutions 
with exceptional value.

Lisa Atherton 
President & CEO
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-4380
latherton@bellflight.com

Jeff Schloesser
Executive Vice President, Strategic Pursuits
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-8518
jschloesser@bellflight.com

Carl Coffman
Vice President FVL Strategy, Military 
Sales & Strategy
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-5119
ccoffman@bellflight.com

Frank Lazzara
Director FLRAA Sales & Strategy
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-5505
flazzara@bellflight.com

Grady King 
Director FARA Sales & Strategy
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-8366
gking@bellflight.com
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Ryan T. Ehinger 
Senior Vice President & Program 
Director FLRAA
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-5172
rehinger@bellflight.com

Chris Gehler 
Senior Vice President & Program 
Director FARA
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76118
(817) 280-5663
cgehler@bellflight.com

Michael Deslatte 
Executive Vice President & Program 
Director H-1, SMA
3255 Bell Flight Blvd
Fort WorthTX
(817) 280-1731
mdeslatte@bellflight.com

Robert Freeland 
Director Government Relations, AVLC 
Lead
2231 Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA
(703) 271-4930
rfreeland@bellflight.com

Breeze-Eastern LLC 
http://www.breeze-eastern.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Breeze-Eastern designs, develops, manufactures, and 
supports the most reliable and effective rescue hoist 
and cargo-handling solutions for both rotary and fixed 
wing aircraft. Breeze-Eastern provides the highly reliable 
external rescue hoist as well as the cargo hooks for the 
H-60 Blackhawk and H-47 Chinook. Breeze-Eastern 
proudly serves the Army Aviation community and look 
forward to supporting each unique mission.

Mr. Matthew Burg
Vice President of Sales & Marketing
(973) 602-1152
MBurg@Breeze-Eastern.com

Mr. James DeCuollo
Business Unit Manager, Rescue Hoists
(973) 602-1065
JDeCuollo@Breeze-Eastern.com

Mr. Jonathan Luczkovich
Business Unit Manager, Cargo Handling
(973) 602-1167
JLuczkovich@Breeze-Eastern.com

Miss Kelly Carnivale
US Army Sales Manager
(973) 602-1059
KCarnivale@Breeze-Eastern.com

CAE USA 
www.cae.com/defense-security

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

CAE’s Defense & Security business unit is at the leading 
edge of digital innovation, providing training and mission 
support solutions across multi-domain operations – 

air, land, maritime, space and cyber.  Our training and 
operational support solutions support customers who 
operate in complex, high-stakes environments where 
mission readiness and successful outcomes are critical. 
CAE Defense & Security is the world’s leading pure play, 
platform-independent training and simulation company 
serving the global defense market.

Bunky Litaker  
Director, US Army & Special Operations 
Business Development & Strategy
4908 Tampa West Blvd
Tampa, FL 33634
(813) 205-5461
Bunky.Litaker@caemilusa.com

Merrill Stoddard 
Vice President and General Manager
4908 Tampa West Blvd
Tampa, FL 33634
Merrill.Stoddard@caemilusa.com

Capewell 
https://www.capewell.com/

6 AAAA Member6

Capewell has evolved since 1881 into a global leader in 
Survivability and Aerial Delivery solutions for U.S., Ally, 
and Partner militaries and those operating in the most 
challenging environments.

Beth Goode 
Vice President of Sales and Marketing
105 Nutmeg Road South
South Windsor, CT 06074
beth.goode@capewell.com

Chase Filters and Components
www.chasedefense.com

6 AAAA Member6

Chase Filters and Components and Defense Partners  
manufactures or supplies transmission servicing units, O2, 
N2, AC and heater ducting, tow dollies, gauges, electrical 
cables, Jump Start systems and more.

Fred Fielding
President
307 E. Street
Hampton, VA 23109
(757) 245-2800
fred.fielding@chasedefense.com

CIRCOR Aerospace, Inc. 
www.circor.com

6 AAAA Member6

CIRCOR International (NYSE: CIR) is one of the world’s 
leading providers of mission critical flow control 
products and services for the Industrial and Aerospace & 
Defense markets. The Company has a product portfolio 

of market-leading brands serving its customers’ most 
demanding applications. CIRCOR markets its solutions 
directly and through various channel partners to more 
than 14,000 customers in approximately 100 countries. 
The Company has a global presence with approximately 
3,100 employees, servicing customers in over 100 
countries, with a shared purpose of keeping society safe, 
productive, and moving. Together we make the products 
that endure some of the most severe service and mission 
critical applications on earth.

Lou Vogt 
Sr. Director of Sales & Business 
Development
2301 Wardlow Circle
Corona, CA 92878
(951) 270-6385
lou.vogt@circor.com

David Zolnekoff 
Product Manager
2301 Wardlow Circle
Corona, CA 92878
(951) 270-6307
david.zolnekoff@circor.com

Herman Shanian 
VP, General Manager
425 East Rabro Dr suite 100
Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 863-4940
herman.shanian@circor.com

Lucas Ortega 
Inside Sales Manager
425 East Rabro Dr suite 100
Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 863-4969
lucas.ortega@circor.com

CMC Electronics Inc. 
https://cmcelectronics.ca/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

CMC Electronics has achieved an international 
reputation for innovation and excellence in the 
design, manufacture and integration of advanced 
cockpit systems, avionics, display solutions and high-
performance microelectronics for the military and 
commercial aviation markets.

Mr. William “Buck” Clemons
US Defense Sales Manager, Huntsville, AL
84 North Dugan Road, P.O. Box 250
Sugar Grove, IL 60554-0250
(256) 933-8773
William.Clemons@CMCElectronics.us

Collins Aerospace 
www.collinsaerospace.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Collins Aerospace, an RTX Business, is a leader in 
technologically advanced and intelligent solutions for 
aerospace and defense, helping to make the warfighter 
safer and more capable than ever before.
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John Esposito 
Vice President, Strategic Pursuits
Windsor Locks, CT 
(860) 478-3112
john.esposito@collins.com

Fred Manzo   
Director, Army Programs
Arlington, VA 
(571) 982-2632
fred.manzo@collins.com

Chet Treloar   
Director, Strategic Pursuits
Lithia, FL 
(319) 651-2656
chester.treloar@collins.com

Luke Schmidt   
Senior Director, Military Avionics & 
Helicopters
Charlotte, NC 
(704) 430-1000
luke.schmidt@collins.com

Erik Gilbert 
Senior Manager, Business Development 
- Military Rotary Wing Avionics
Huntsville, AL 
(931) 307-6704
erik.gilbert@collins.com
Ryan Scoble  
Senior Manager, Business Development 
- Military Rotary Wing Avionics & MOSA
Huntsville, AL 
(256) 430-4842
thomas.scoble@collins.com

George Johnson  
Military Business Development 
Manager, Hoist and Winch
Ft. Novosel, AL 
(334) 379-2430
george.johnson@collins.com

Alex Barani 
Senior Manager, Military Business 
Development - Aerostructures
Chula Vista, CA
(910) 409-4987
john.khandan-barani@collins.com

Terry Truett  
Associate Director, Military Business 
Development - Interiors
Ridgeway, SC
(803) 900-0611
terry.truett@collins.com

Chadwick  Ford  
Associate Director, US Army & SOCOM - 
Connected Battlespace Implementation
Huntsville, AL
(843) 877-5500
chadwick.ford@collins.com

Michael  Cervone 
Director, Strategy & Business 
Development - Power & Controls
Windsor Locks, CT
(617) 413-4874
michael.cervone@collins.com

Curtiss-Wright 
www.curtisswrightds.com

6 AAAA Member6

Curtiss-Wright Defense Solutions, a division of Curtiss-
Wright, is an industry-leading supplier of sophisticated elec-
tronics products recognized around the world as one of the 
most innovative designers and manufacturers of highly engi-
neered systems built to perform reliably in harsh conditions.

Sales Team
ds@curtisswright.com

Danbury Mission Technologies, an 
ARKA Group company 
https://arka.org/

6 AAAA Member6

ARKA’s defense systems business provides world-class plat-
form survivability and protection, defeating continuously 
evolving threats with leading-edge technology.

Mr. Michael J. Grimm
Senior Manage, Strategy and Customer Development
100 Wooster Heights Road
Danbury, CT 06810
(203) 797-6113
mgrimm@arka.org

Mr. Jeorge J. King
Program Manager-Airborne Systems
100 Wooster Heights Road
Danbury, CT 06810
(203) 797-5191
jking@arka.org

Mr. George McGovern
Associate Director-Defense Systems
100 Wooster Heights Road
Danbury, CT 06810
(203) 797-5824
gmcgovern@arka.org

Davis Aircraft Products Co., Inc. 
www.davisaircraft.com

6 AAAA Member6

Since 1951 we have been designing and manufacturing 
safety tie down, cargo control and various aerospace 
products for the commercial and military market place 
-  AS9100 Certified
Mr. Doug Davis
President
1150 Walnut Ave
Bohemia, NY 11716
(631) 563-1500
ddavis@davisaircraft.com

Dayton-Granger, Inc. 
https://daytongranger.com/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Established in 1943, DAYTON-GRANGER produces over 700 
high-end Aerospace proprietary products for commercial 

and military aircraft. Core products: ANTENNAS (Confor-
mal, Blades) ELECTROSTATIC protection (Static Discharg-
ers, Electrostatic Test Sets) and LIGHTNING Protection 
(Transtrike and Strikeguard).

Christopher Maholm
Director of Business Development and Engineering
P.O. Box 350550
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335
(954) 463-3451
cmaholm@daytongranger.com

Donaldson Company 
www.donaldson.com

6 AAAA Member6

The Donaldson rotorcraft business is dedicated to leading 
the industry with filtration solutions for your entire 
aircraft.

Mr. Nicolas Lata
Account Manager
17891 Chesterfield Airport Road
Chesterfield, MO 63005
(860) 306-8463
nicolas.lata@donaldson.com

Dontech Inc. 
https://dontech.com/

Dontech designs and manufactures optical coatings, 
filters, precision optics, and custom avionic grade display 
and touchscreen solutions for demanding platforms 
including NVIS, EMI/RFI, sunlight readability and 
extended temperature applications.  Dontech’s US based, 
AS9100 certified, vertically integrated manufacturing 
facilities include roll to roll and batch coatings, laser 
systems, clean room lamination and full testing facilities.

Mr. Jeff Blake 
Vice President - Business Development
700 Airport Blvd.
Doylestown, PA 18902
(215) 348-5010
jeffblake@dontech.com

East/West Industries Inc. 
www.eastwestindustries.com

6 AAAA Member6

Since 1968, East/West has designed and manufactured 
innovative, cost effective, high quality critical systems 
such as: aircraft seats, life support and ground support 
equipment for the aerospace industry. East/West 
highlights two of its many innovative products- our 
Crash-attenuating Seats and our Master Crane®.  East/
West is a woman owned small business and is a registered 
AS9100 company.

Mr. Bill Koshansky
Business Development Manager
2002 Orville Drive North
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
(631) 981-5900
bkoshansky@eastwestindustries.com
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Eaton 
www.eaton.com/aerospace

Eaton’s hydraulic, fuel, oxygen, fluid and air conveyance, 
electrical, motion control and engine solutions help make 
mission-ready work. Our products and technologies help 
customers meet performance, efficiency, safety and 
compliance needs.

Charlie F. King
Military Account Manager, U.S. Army
(931) 494-1083
CharlesFKing@eaton.com

Elbit America 
ElbitAmerica.com

6 AAAA Member6

Elbit America is the leading source of innovative, 
technology based systems and sustainment support for 
diverse defense and commercial air and ground vehicles.

Mark Stiner 
Senior Director Army Customer Relations
5030 Bradford Drive, Bldg. 2, Suite 115
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 698-4963
mark.stiner@elbitamerica.com

Paul Cooke 
VP, Airborne Solutions
4700 Marine Creek Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76179
(817) 234-6786
paul.cooke@elbitamerica.com

Jeff Hager 
VP, Vertical Lift
4700 Marine Creek Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76179
(682) 305-5267
jeffrey.hager@elbitamerica.com

Jeremiah (JJ) Arnold 
Vice-President of Business 
Development – S&SS
5030 Bradford Drive, Bldg. 2, Suite 115
Huntsville, AL 35805
(210) 804-7743
jeremiah.arnold@elbitamerica.com

Essex Industries 
www.essexindustries.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

A leading manufacturer in military aircraft human-
machine interfaces (HMI), Essex produces grips, 
complete pedestal/column assemblies, control panels, 
complex aircraft components, liquid oxygen systems, 
and emergency breathing equipment. Contact Essex for 
production, upgrade, and retrofit requirements.

Robert Hale 
Business Segment Manager, Aerospace 
and Defense
7700 Gravois Road
St. Louis, MO 63123
(314) 243-5006
rhale@essexind.com

GE Aerospace 
www.geaerospace.com
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GE Aerospace is a world-leading provider of jet and 
turboshaft engines, components and systems for 
commercial and military aircraft with a global service 
network to support these offerings.

Mr. Harry Nahatis 
Vice President & General Manager
1000 Western Ave
Lynn, MA 01910
(781) 594-9079
harry.nahatis@ge.com

Mr. Bill Morris 
Executive Leader
600 14th St, NW (The Hamilton 
Building), Suite 900
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 637-4085
william.h.morris@ge.com

Mr. Chris Thompson 
Director, T700 US Military Programs
1000 Western Ave
Lynn, MA 01910
(864) 423-2249
christopher.thompson@ge.com

Mr. Tom Champion 
Director, T901 Program
1000 Western Ave
Lynn, MA 01910
(781) 594-3184
thomas.champion@ge.com

Mr. Geoff Crawford 
Director, Army Programs
25235A One Aviation Way
Madison, AL 35756
(256) 214-5349
geoffrey.crawford@ge.com
 
Mr. Tom Climer 
Director, Rotorcraft Marketing
1000 Western Ave
Lynn, MA 01910
(781) 718-0348
tom.climer@ge.com

GKN Aerospace 
www.gknaerospace.com

6 AAAA Member6

GKN Aerospace, a first tier supplier to the aviation industry. 
Delivering complex, high-performance, high-value 
metallic and composite assemblies for airframes and 
aero-engines, landing gear, transparencies and electrical 
wiring interconnection systems.

Mr. Shawn Black 
President Defense Airframe
Westlake, TX 
Tiffany.McIntyre@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Steve Mathias 
SVP Strategy & Growth - Defense
Westlake, TX 
(682) 381-0692
Steven.Mathias@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Brian Sinkiewicz 
SVP Defense (US) Programs
Westlake, TX 
(214) 406-6321
Brian.Sinkiewicz@usa.gknaerospace.
com

Mr. Joel McIntyre 
Director, Program Management – 
Defense
Westlake, TX 
(945) 270-9156
Joel.McIntyre@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Tim Watkins 
Defense Business Development Director 
- US
Westlake, TX 
(945) 250-6924
Tim.Watkins@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Mark Miller 
VP Business Development - UK Defence
Bristol, United Kingdom
(786) 697-1328
Mark.Miller@gknaerospace.com

Mr. Eric Cuppen 
Defense Business Development Director 
- Netherlands & Germany
Papendrecht, Netherlands
+31 6 10 55 91 75
eric.cuppen@fokker.com

Mr. Roeland Aarts 
Defense Business Development Director 
– Netherlands & USA
Papendrecht, Netherlands
+31 6 20 40 82 14
roeland.aarts@fokker.com

Ms. Sibel Kayaalp 
External Relations Manager - North 
America
Washington, DC
(214) 542-5074
Sibel.Kayaalp@usa.gknaerospace.com

IEE 
https://www.ieeinc.com/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

For over 75 years, IEE has specialized in the design, test, 
manufacturing and fielding of rugged display products 
for use in demanding military and aerospace applications 
throughout the world.

Steve Motter
VP of Business Development
7723 Kester Ave.
Van Nuys, CA 91405
(818) 787-0311 x327
smotter@ieeinc.com
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Inter-Coastal Electronics (ICE) 
https://www.faac.com/inter-coastal/

6 AAAA Member6

Embedded training solutions provide immediate interoper-
ability with Aviation training ranges and CTCs to enhance 
readiness and sustain proficiency; the total live training 
experience for Any Mission, Any Environment, Any Platform.

Mr. Shawn Kirkpatrick 
President
5750 E. McKellips Road
Mesa, AZ 85215
(480) 981-6898
shawn.kirkpatrick@inter-coastal.net

Mr. James Barker 
Vice President Business Development
5750 E. McKellips Road
Mesa, AZ 85215
(480) 981-6898
jbarker@inter-coastal.net

Mr. Greg Kraak 
Vice President Programs
5750 E. McKellips Road
Mesa, AZ 85215
(480) 981-6898
gkraak@inter-coastal.net

Mr. Randy Bregger 
Principal Engineer
5750 E. McKellips Road
Mesa, AZ 85215
(480) 981-6898
rbregger@inter-coastal.net

KIHOMAC, Inc. 
https://www.kihomac.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

KIHOMAC, Inc. A high-technical content aerospace design 
and manufacturing firm. Competencies include metals, 
specialty composites and combinations (e.g. honeycomb 
bonded structures for aircraft). From sytem design, to 
proto-typing, to full rate production.

Mr. Ki Ho Kang
Founder & CEO
12030 Sunrise Valley Dr.,Ste 320
Reston, VA 20191
(703) 960-5450
kiho.kang@kihomac.com

Mr. Keith R. Edwards
Director BD - Army & International Programs
1910 Princess Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405
(480) 280-6029
keith.edwards@kihomac.com

Leonardo Electronics US, Inc. 
https://www.leonardo.us/

6 AAAA Member6

Leonardo Electronics US Inc. is a subsidiary of Leonardo. 

We enable next-generation technologies in defense, 
security, medical, and industrial segments.

Mr. Hunter Marshall
Director, Army Business Development
(270) 291-9414
hunter.marshall@leonardo.us

Mr. Matt White
Vice President, Business Development
(571) 425-9746
matthew.white@leonardo.us

Mr. Clif Sawyer
Vice President, Sensor Solutions
(256) 285-7670
jay.sawyer@leonardo.us

Liquid Measurement Systems, Inc.  
www.liquidmeasurement.com

LMS offers comprehensive engineering expertise in aircraft 
fuel quantity gauging. Designing and manufacturing reli-
able and value-driven solutions increase life cycles of exist-
ing platforms and (allow) rapid implementation in experi-
mental aircraft. Website: www.liquidmeasurement.com.

Mr. Gregory Maguire 
Director of Business Strategy
141 Morse Drive
Fairfax, VT 05468
(802) 309-5624
gregory.maguire@
liquidmeasurement.com

Mr. David Baczewski 
Senior Business Development Specialist
141 Morse Drive
Fairfax, VT 05454
(802) 393-3856
david.baczewski@
liquidmeasurement.com

Lockheed Martin Sensors & Global 
Sustainment (S&GS) 
https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/
index.html
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Lockheed Martin Sensors and Global Sustainment is a 
global security and aerospace company engaged in the 
research, design, development, manufacture, integration, 
and sustainment of advanced sensor systems, products, 
and services.

Johnny Walker 
Director, Strategy & Business 
Development – Rotary Wing Sensors
5600 Sand Lake Road MP-416
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 622-9794
john.p.walker@lmco.com

Mason W. Thornal 
Senior Manager, S&GS Strategy & 
Business Dev. – Advanced Programs
5600 Sand Lake Road MP-416
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 404-1653
mason.w.thornal@lmco.com

Jeff White 
Senior Manager, S&GS Strategy & 
Business Dev. – Apache Fire Control / 
Rotary Wing Sensors
5600 Sand Lake Road MP-416
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 840-8170
jeffrey.w.white@lmco.com

Timothy R. Cornett 
Senior Manager, S&GS International 
Business Dev.– Rotary Wing Sensors & 
Missile Systems
5600 Sand Lake Road MP-416
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 718-9155
timothy.r.cornett@lmco.com

Charlie Walker 
Senior Manager, S&GS International 
Business Dev. – Airborne Precision 
Sensors
5600 Sand Lake Road MP-416
Orlando, FL 32819
(315) 450-1924
charlie.w.walker@lmco.com

TJ Anderson 
Senior Manager, Rotary Wing Sensors 
Strategy & Business Development
5600 Sand Lake Road MP-416
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 446-5012
tj.anderson@lmco.com

Logos Technologies 
www.logos-technologies.com

Logos Technologies specializes in advanced sensors, 
wide-area motion imagery (WAMI), advanced analytics, 
and processing of large, multisource datasets. Our 
miniaturized WAMI and multi-INT systems are configured 
for manned and unmanned platforms.

Dr. John Marion 
President
2701 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 584-5725
jmarion@logostech.net

Dr. Dave Fields 
VP of Technology
2701 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 584-5725
dfields@logostech.net

Mr. Doug Rombough 
VP of Business Development
2701 Prosperity Ave, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(813) 523-8271
drombough@logostech.net

Mr. Alan Murdoch 
VP of International Programs
2701 Prosperity Ave, Suite 115
Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 584-4361
amurdoch@logostech.net
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Lukos 
www.lukos.com

Lukos is a proven partner of the federal government, 
delivering high quality people and mature processes 
through principle leadership.  Focused areas Training, 
Operations, Force Design & Development, and Healthcare.

Michael D. Weigart 
Vice President, Growth
800 S. Harbour Island Blvd
Tampa, FL 33602
(813) 299-7406
michael.weigart@lukos.com

Martin-Baker Aircraft Co.
https://martin-baker.com/

6 AAAA Member6

With 40 years’ experience in bringing to market a range 
of crashworthy seats, incorporating patented energy 
attenuation systems, for helicopters and fixed-wing 
aircraft across both the Military and Commercial domains.

Mr. Robert Semelsberger
Program Manager
169 Jari Drive
Johnstown, PA 15904
(814) 955-0188
rsemelsberger@m-bamerica.com

Mercury Systems
www.mrcy.com

6 AAAA Member6

Mercury Systems is a technology company, uniquely 
positioned at the intersection of high tech and defense, that 
delivers mission-critical processing power to the edge.

Dr. Mitch Stevison 
Executive Vice President, Mercury 
Systems & President, Mercury Mission 
Systems
555 Discovery Dr. NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 721-1911
mitch.stevison@mrcy.com

Roya Montakhab 
Vice President/GM, Mission Systems
1845 W 205th St.
Torrence, CA 90501
(310) 320-3088
Roya.Montakhab@mrcy.com

Bradley Bruce 
Program Director, AMCS
555 Discovery Dr. NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 562-9631
bradley.bruce@mrcy.com

JT Thompson 
Business Development Director, Army 
Aviation
555 Discovery Dr. NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 755-4003
jt.thompson@mrcy.com

Moog Inc. - Aircraft 
http://www.moog.com/aircraft

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Moog offers engineered support solutions to complement 
our repair and overhaul services for Moog and non-Moog 
products, including obsolescence management, mods and 
upgrades, supply chain partnerships and logistics support.

Phil Wray
Director Business Unit, Military Global Sustainment
160 Jamison Road,
Elma, NY 14059
(716) 309-8568
pwray@moog.com

Jeff Markel
Director, Sustaining Engineering and Modernization
160 Jamison Road,
Elma, NY 14059
(716) 725-4874
jmarkel@moog.com

Moog Inc. - Integrated Defense 
Systems 
https://www.moog.com/products/
weapon-stores-management.html

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Moog Integrated Defense Systems provides proven, MOSA 
compliant Weapon Stores Management Systems (SMS), 
lightweight Dual Rail Launchers (DRL), and flight-worthy 
interactive missile simulators in support of the warfighter.

Mr. Tony Avillion
Sr. Manager- BD & Special Programs
7455 Emerald Dunes Drive, Suite 2200
Orlando, Florida 32822
(407) 242-0679
tavillion@moog.com

Moog Power & Data 
www.moog.com/poweranddata

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Moog Power & Data provides high-performance slip 
rings, motors, actuators and electronic solutions for 
armored vehicles, EO/IR systems, helicopters, satellite 
communications and other mission critical applications.

Mr. Kim Jackson
Director, Business Development, Power & Data
1213 North Main Street
Blacksburg, VA 24060
(540) 443-4725
kjackson2@moog.com

Northwest UAV 
www.nwuav.com

6 AAAA Member6

America’s trusted leader in American-made UAV 
propulsion and integrated solutions. For 15+ years our 

team has equipped customers with reliable, cost-effective 
propulsion. NWUAV is an AS9100-D/ISO9001-2015 
certified, DCAA compliant operation.

Phillip Yager 
Business Development / Distribution of 
Goods & Engines
11160 SW Durham Lane
McMinnville, OR 97223
(503) 434-6845 x126
Phillip.Yager@nwuav.com

PacSci EMC 
https://psemc.com/

6 AAAA Member6

PacSci EMC energetic solutions ensure the proper 
initiation, sequencing, and function of aircraft safety 
systems. These reliable and fast acting products ensure 
the safe recovery of aircrew and passengers.

Mr. Paul Schweiger 
Director, Business Development
3601 Union Road
Hollister, CA 95023
(831) 245-8044
pschweiger@psemc.com

Panasonic Connect 
www.toughbook.com

6 AAAA Member6

Panasonic Connect produces the TOUGHBOOK line of 
rugged computers, services, and solutions for warfighters 
that face mission- critical operations around the globe. 
TOUGHBOOK is engineered to meet environmentally 
challenging conditions.

Keith Mahler
Executive Account Manager
Two Riverfront Plaza, 9th Fl
Newark, NJ 07102
(512) 213-9783
Keith.Mahler@us.panasonic.com

Donna Miller
Account Manager
Two Riverfront Plaza, 9th Fl
Newark, NJ 07102
(813) 334-7702
donna.miller@us.panasonic.com

Joe Trickey
Associate Director, Marketing
Two Riverfront Plaza, 9th Fl
Newark, NJ 07102
(512) 796-8825
Joe.trickey@us.panasonic.com

Parker Meggitt - Baltimore 
www.meggitt-baltimore.com

6 AAAA Member6

The Baltimore facility boasts several decades of experience 
specializing in the design, development, manufacturing, 
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testing, and repair of antennas and radomes for electronic 
warfare, SIGINT, SATCOM, and CNI on various high 
performance military platforms.

Robert Marx
Director of Business Development
3310 Carlins Park Dr.
Baltimore, Maryland 21215
(410) 340-8998
robert.marx@meggitt.com

PCX Aerosystems 
www.pcxaero.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

PCX Aerosystems remains a leading manufacturer of 
highly engineered, precision, Flight Critical rotorhead 
assemblies, transmission assemblies, control systems, 
engine and airframe components, landing gear, fuel tanks 
and delivery systems.

Mr. Aris Fotos 
President, Connecticut Operations
300 Fenn Road
Newington, CT 06111
(860) 594-4359
aris.fotos@pcxaero.com

Mr. Trevor Hartman 
Vice President - Sales & Marketing
300 Fenn Road
Newington, CT 06111
(860) 594-4388
trevor.hartman@pcxaero.com

PHANTOM PRODUCTS, INC. 
www.PhantomLights.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Phantom Products, Inc. keeps Army Aviation tactical!  Our 
Phantom Warrior® flashlight’s standard issue for US aviation 
crewmembers.  We are ISO9001:2015 certified, USA Made, 
Small Business focused on troops returning safely.

Victoria McDermott 
CEO
474 Barnes Blvd.
Rockledge, FL 32955
(321) 690-6729
vmcdermott@phantomlights.com

Raptor Scientific 
www.raptor-scientific.com

Raptor Scientific offers an extensive range of test and 
measurement capabilities, including Mass Properties, 
Radar Cross Section Measurement Instruments, Air Data 
Test Systems, Pressure, Temperature, Torque & Force 
Measurement Instruments, and Igniter Circuit Testers.

Mr. Peter M. Barry 
Chief Sales & Marketing Officer
81 Fuller Way
Berlin, CT 06037
(774) 479-8615
pbarry@raptor-scientific.com

Robertson Fuel Systems, a HEICO 
Company 
robertsonfuelsystems.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

For over 47 years, Robertson continues to be the world 
leaders in the design, development, and production of safe 
and reliable, crashworthy, ballistically tolerant, self-sealing 
fuel solutions for both aviation and ground systems.

Mr. Newman Shufflebarger 
President
800 W Carver Rd, Ste 101
Tempe, AZ 85284
(480) 337-7050
newman.shufflebarger@robbietanks.
com

Mr. Chip Lunn 
VP Programs and Marketing
800 W Carver Rd, Ste 101
Tempe, AZ 85284
(480) 337-8801
chip.lunn@robbietanks.com

Rolls-Royce Defense 
https://www.rolls-royce.com/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Rolls-Royce is one of the world’s preeminent manufactur-
ers of highly-efficient, integrated power and propulsion 
solutions.  Our power systems are used in aerospace, naval 
marine, and off-highway applications.

BG(Ret) Ray J. Davis
SVP - Business Development
1900 Reston Metro Plaza
Reston, VA 20190
(703) 346-9143
ray.davis@rolls-royce.com

COL(Ret) Roger D. Kuykendall
VP - Business Development
Huntsville, AL 35757
(571) 548-1568
roger.kuykendall@rolls-royce.com

S.A.F.E. Structure Designs 
www.SAFEstructureDesigns.com

Creative and customizable solutions for just about any 
project.  We Design, Engineer and Manufacture in-house.  
Zero NRE fees, so why not give us a try.

Johnny Buscema
President & CEO
10620 Southern Highlands Pkwy, Ste 110 - 319
Las Vegas, NV 89141
(727) 809-1146
Johnny@SAFE-2.com

Garry Bass
Miltary Operations & Business Development
10620 Southern Highlands Pkwy, Ste 110 - 319
Las Vegas, NV 89141
(256) 631-7330
Garry@SAFE-2.com

Safran Helicopter Engines USA 
www.safran-helicopter-engines.com

6 AAAA Member6

Safran is the leading helicopter engine manufacturer 
offering the widest range of engines in the world. Safran 
engines power civil, parapublic and defense helicopters 
for leading helicopter manufacturers.

Mrs. Norma Lantz 
Executive VP, Airframer Sales and 
Marketing
2709 N. Forum Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
(972) 606-8231
norma.lantz@safrangroup.com

Mr. Chris Speer 
Vice President, Military and Federal 
Support
2709 N. Forum Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
(972) 606-8288
chris.speer@safrangroup.us

Science and Engineering Services, 
LLC 
www.ses-i.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

An industry leader in the modification and integration 
of rotary and fixed wing platforms, aviation training, 
maintenance and total fielding solutions. SES offers a 
turnkey solution with a full spectrum approach that 
delivers the highest quality products to our customers.

Mr. Ralph Pallotta 
Chief Executive Officer
248 Dunlop Boulevard
Huntsville, AL 35824
(256) 258-5000
Ralph.pallotta@ses-i.com

Mr. Skip Sherrell 
Vice President, Business Development
248 Dunlop Boulevard
Huntville, AL 35824
(256) 258-3992
skip.sherrell@ses-i.com

Spirit AeroSystems, Inc. 
www.spiritaero.com

6 AAAA Member6

The world’s largest manufacturer of aerostructures for 
commercial, defense, and business/regional jets. Expertise 
in aluminum and advanced composite manufacturing 
solutions, the company’s core products include fuselages, 
integrated wings/wing components, pylons, and nacelles.

Mr. Jarrod Bartlett
Director Defense Business Development
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67026
(316) 523-5649
jarrod.s.bartlett@spiritaero.com
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Mr. Chad Heyen
Defense Aftermarket Sales
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 880-5505
chad.l.heyen@spiritaero.com

Kristy Stevens
Sr. Mgr. Global Marketing/Brand/Tradeshows
3801 S. Olvier
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 526-6591
kristy.l.stevens@spiritaero.com

Strata-G Solutions, LLC 
https://stratag-llc.com/

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

STRATA-G is a hardware - focused engineering, integrated 
technology and manufacturing company providing Value-
Added expertise to solve our customer’s most complex 
technical and hardware challenges. Our approach is 
simple, maintain experienced, competent staff enabled 
with the latest tools at the ready to solve your engineering, 
manufacturing and system support requirements.

COL (R) John Vannoy 
President
2901 Wall Triana Hwy, Suite 200
Huntsville, AL 35824
john.vannoy@stratag-llc.com

CW3(R) Perry Bowden 
Executive Director Strategic Growth
2901 Wall Triana Hwy, Suite 200
Huntsville, AL 35824
(256) 975-3602
perry.bowden@stratag-llc.com

Summit Aviation  
www.summitaviationmfg.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

With two locations in Middletown, Delaware and Greens-
boro, North Carolina, Summit is an award-winning manu-
facturer recognized for its outstanding quality, commitment 
to meeting delivery schedules, sustained high performance, 
customer satisfaction and robust and lean processes.

John Morgan 
Business Development Representatitve
243 Burgess Road, Suite A
Greensboro, NC 27409
(302) 353-8475
jmorgan@summit-aviation.com

Teledyne FLIR Defense 
www.flir.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Teledyne FLIR Defense provides mission-critical 
technology and systems to the U.S. government and 
allied nations. Our wide array of defense solutions include 
mission-focused airborne surveillance and targeting 
gimbals and UAVs.

Mr. Stuart Hartwell 
Director, U.S. Business Development
27700 SW Parkway Avenue
Wilsonville, OR 97070
(205) 810-9833
Stuart.Hartwell@teledyneflir.com

Terma Inc.
https://www.terma.com/

6 AAAA Member6

    
     
                                                                                          
Terma is a leading Electronic Warfare (EW) systems integrator 
with over 30 years’ experience in providing combat proven 
survivability solutions on more than 2,500 fighters, transport, 
and rotary-wing aircraft. We offer customer-tailored EW 
solutions utilizing our unique ALQ-213 controller which is 
able to control and integrate any combination of sensors and 
countermeasures systems on any type of aircraft and make 
these subsystems work as one integrated system.

Dan Jurta 
Vice President, Business Development 
Aeronautics
2461 South Clark Street, Century Two
Suite 810
Arlington, VA 22202
(571) 451-5673
dan.jurta@terma-us.com

The Boeing Company 
www.boeing.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Boeing’s Vertical Lift organization delivers proven, flexible, 
and affordable attack and mobility capabilities and 
products to global customers while working to innovate 
and develop the next generation of rotorcraft.

Kathleen Jolivette 
Vice President & General Manager, 
Boeing Vertical Lift
2 Industrial Highway
Ridley Park, PA 19078
(480) 891-9001
kathleen.r.jolivette@boeing.com
Christina Upah 
Vice President, Attack Programs
(480) 891-9001
christina.a.upah@boeing.com

Heather McBryan 
Vice President, Cargo Programs
(610) 591-6017
heather.a.mcbryan@boeing.com

The Marvin Group 
www.marvingroup.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

The Marvin Group (Marvin Engineering, Marvin Test 
Solutions, and Marvin Land Systems) proudly supports 
the warfighter with integrated weapon systems, power/
thermal management and electronic test equipment to 
ensure mission readiness.

Stephen T. Sargeant 
Major General, USAF (Ret.) 
Chief Executive Officer Marvin Test 
Solutions, Inc. Vice President, Strategic 
Development The Marvin Group
1770 Kettering
Irvine, CA 92614
(949) 263-2222
Steve.Sargeant@MarvinTest.com

Toray Composite Materials America 
https://www.toraycma.com/

6 AAAA Member6

                                                                                                                                                     
Toray Composite Materials America manufactures 
TORAYCA™ carbon fiber and advanced prepreg materials. 
Our materials are known for outstanding performance, 
quality, and consistency in processing and enables diverse 
production capabilities and production of top-tier parts.

Jeff Cross 
Director of Aerospace Business 
Development
19002 50th Avenue East
Tacoma, WA 98446
jeff.cross@toraycma.com

Tyonek Native Corporation 
www.tyonek.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

The Tyonek portfolio of companies has extensive 
infrastructure, expertise, and resources to fulfill our Army 
Aviation customers’ needs.

Mr. Todd White
President Tyonek Manufacturing Group
229 Palmer Rd.
Madison, Alabama 35758
(256) 258-6200
twhite@tyonek.com

Mr. Paul Stein
President Tyonek Services Group
229 Palmer Rd.
Madison, Alabama 35758
(256) 258-6200
pstein@tyonek.com

Mr. Doug Baker
Senior Vice President of Business Development
229 Palmer Rd.
Madison, Alabama 35758
(256) 258-6200
dbaker@tyonek.com

Viewpoint Systems, LLC 
www.viewpointproducts.com

6 AAAA Member6

Viewpoint Systems designs and manufactures rugged dis-
plays and mission computers. Our products are fielded glob-
ally on rotary/fixed-wing aircraft, military ground vehicles, 
Naval Vessels, and even the International Space Station.
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Mr. Michael Oeschger 
Director of Business Development
730 W. Garden St.
Pensacola, FL 32502
(888) 632-1322
mike.oeschger@viewpointproducts.
com

Mr. David Conkle, Jr.
Inside Sales
730 W. Garden St.
Pensacola, FL 32502
(888) 632-1322
dc@viewpointproducts.com 

Vita Aerospace 
https://www.vitaaerospace.co/

6 AAAA Member6

We provide Advanced Technology, Equipment and 
Training that significantly enhance the capability, safety, 
and efficiency of search-and-rescue hoist operations.

CAPT Carl Riedlin, USCG (Ret.)  
VP of Government Programs
295 Interlocken Blvd, Suite 175
Broomfield, CO 80021
(808) 260-0346
carl@vitatech.co

Yulista 
yulista.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Yulista is committed to being the best-equipped Alaska 
Native Corporation (ANC) in the world, performing rapid 
response aerospace and defense solutions for foreign and 
domestic customers.

Josh Herren  
Chief Executive Officer/President, 
Yulista Holding, LLC
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL 35808
(907) 748-5959
josh.herren@yulista.com

Mark Terseck 
VP of Technical Services and Base 
Operations Group, Yulista Holding, LLC
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL 35808
(256) 327-4555
mark.terseck@yulista.com

Kristina Hambrick 
VP of Business Operations, Yulista 
Holding, LLC
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL 35808
(256) 924-9489
kristina.hambrick@yulista.com

COL (RET) Andy Gignilliat 
President, Yulista Aviation, Inc., Yulista 
Integrated Solutions, LLC and Yulista 
Aerospace and Defense, LLC
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL 35808
(256) 924-0612
Andy.Gignilliat@yulista.com

Steve DiNome 
President, Yulista Support Services, 
LLC, Y-Tech Services, Inc. and Yulista 
Contract Services, LLC
65 Challenger Rd.
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660
(848) 240-3775
steve.dinome@yulista.com

Mike Key 
Director of Capture, Yulista Holding, LLC
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL 35808
(334) 462-3654
Michael.Key@yulista.com

Billy “Bubba”White 
Regional Operations Manager for 
Yulista Support Services, LLC and Y-Tech 
Services, Inc.
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL
(256) 924-0184
Billy.White@yulista.com

COL (RET) Jong Lee 
President, Yulista Tactical Services, 
LLC, Yulista Solutions, LLC, and Yulista 
Services, LLC
8600 Advanced Gateway SW
Huntsville, AL
(256) 783-4714
Jong.Lee@yulista.com

Other

Akima 
https://www.akima.com/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Akima is a global enterprise delivering comprehensive 
solutions to the federal government. Ranked #34 on 
Washington Technology’s Top 100 list and in the top 70 
of the BGOV200 list of top federal contractors for the last 
three years. Visit www.akima.com to learn more.

Mr. Scott Sieger
Aerospace Executive
5030 Bradford Drive
Building One, Suite 210
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 431-1462
scott.sieger@akima.com

Army Aviation Museum Foundation 
www.armyaviationmuseum.org

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

The Army Aviation Museum Foundation & Gift Shop is a 
non-profit organization supporting the Army Aviation 
Museum in Fort Novosel, Alabama. It is our mission 
to foster and perpetuate the Museum as a medium to 
inform and educate the public on the importance of Army 
Aviation and the preservation of its legacy. Foundation 
support is provided through restoration and maintenance 
of the Museum, its aircraft, artifacts and collection. 
Preserving the Past for the Future.

Mrs. Leah Dunkle
Executive Coordinator
P. O. Box 620610
Fort Novosel, AL 36362
(334) 598-2508
foundation@armyaviationmuseum.org

Mrs. Joan Varner
Gift Shop Manager
P. O. Box 620610
Fort Novosel, AL 36362
(334) 598-9465
shop@armyaviationmuseum.org

Aviation Blade Services Inc. 
https://www.absblade.com/

6 AAAA Member6

Aviation Blade Services, Inc. (ABS), based in Kissimmee, 
Florida, is best known for its expertise in the UH-60 Black 
Hawk rotor blade, as well as the Sikorsky, S-55, S-58, S-61, 
S-62, S-64, S-70, H-3, H-34, and CH-54 rotor blades, and 
Westland Sea King rotor blades.  ABS hold US Army SAR 
approval for maintenance on both the UH-60 Main and 
Tail Rotor Blade.  The company’s experience, knowledge 
and support for these rotor blades is unmatched.  More 
information may be found at www.absblade.com.

Mr. John Brennan
General Manager
3969 Merlin Drive
Kissimmee, FL 34741
(407) 846-6780
jbrennan@absblade.com

AVT Simulation 
avtsim.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

AVT Simulation is a full-service systems integrator that 
has capabilities in light manufacturing, courseware 
development, and stand-up instruction. AVT is the OEM 
of multiple simulation devices like the AGT, TFATT, eRCTD, 
and CEVT used in rotary wing platforms and heavy 
construction equipment.

Mr. Robert Abascal   
Founder/CSO  
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
rabascal@avtsim.com

Mr. Kyle Crooks   
CEO
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
kcrooks@avtsim.com

Mr. Kevin Vizzarri   
Senior Vice President Business 
Development
4715 Data Court
Orlando, FL 32817
(407) 381-5311
kvizzarri@avtsim.com
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BAE Systems MA
www.baesystems.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Our dedication shows in everything we deliver, from 
electronic systems to cyber operations and intelligence 
analysis. We give our customers a critical advantage where 
it counts.

Ryan Welch 
Director for Army Aviation Programs
400 Jan Davis Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 791-2193
ryan.welch@baesystems.com

Mike Olmstead 
Director for Army Communications, 
Electronics, Intel & Network Programs
6120 Guardian Gate Way, Suite 155
Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21005
(410) 610-9828
mike.olmstead@baesystems.com

Ron Lukow 
Director for Army Programs
2000 15th Street North, 10th Floor
Arlington, VA 22201
(703) 376-1324
ronald.lukow@baesystems.com

Graham Ward 
Director, Future Vertical Lift
25 Manchester Street
Manchester, NH 03054
(603) 400-9265
graham.ward2@baesystems.com

Chris Austin 
Senior Director, Countermeasure and 
Electromagnetic Attack Solutions
21 Continental Blvd
Merrimack, NH 03054
(603) 885-4502
christopher.m.austin@baesystems.com

Scott McCoy 
Manager, Business Development
400 Jan Davis Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 993-2858
adam.mccoy@baesystems.com

Michael Navarro 
Director, Business Development U.S. 
Army and International Programs
400 Jan Davis Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 426-9909
michael.s.navarro@baesystems.com

Bihrle Applied Research Inc. 
www.bihrle.com

6 AAAA Member6

Bihrle Applied Research Inc. is an innovative aeronautical 
research & development company providing fixed and 
rotary-wing data and software solutions as well as Subject 
Matter Expertise (SME) in the areas of aerodynamics, 
flight dynamics, and flight simulation.

Mr. Brian Wachter
Senior Vice President
81 Research Drive
Hampton, VA 23666
(757) 327-4409
bwachter@bihrle.com

Mr. Nathan Graybeal
Director, Simulation Technology
81 Research Drive
Hampton, VA 23666
(757) 327-4386
ngraybeal@bihrle.com

Bombardier Defense 
https://defense.bombardier.com/en

6 AAAA Member6

Bombardier Defense proudly serves the US Army, offering 
versatile aircraft that excel in various missions, including 
ISR, humanitarian rescue, and head of state transport, 
making it a trusted multi-mission platform provider.

Mrs. Jess White
Senior Advisor, Marketing & Communications Strategy, 
Bombardier Defense
400 Cote-Vertu Road West
Dorval, Quebec H4S1Y9
Canada
jessica.white@aero.bombardier.com

Bose 
https://boseaviation.com/programs/
military/

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Focus on your mission with Bose. The A30 and ProFlight 
Series 2 aviation headsets offer active noise cancellation 
– a feature that’s proven effective at reducing pilot fatigue 
and boosting intelligibility.

Chris Wuerfl
Business Development Manager
Chris_Wuerfl@bose.com

CTG, a Division of Blue Raven 
Solutions 
www.ctgnow.com

CTG, a Division of Blue Raven Solutions, provides 
Government, Defense and Commercial markets with 
technology-driven, scaleable supply chain solutions 
throughout platform lifecycles from newly fielded 
systems to legacy platforms. We focus full-spectrum, from 
systems and components to obsolescence management. 
We keep fleets and systems operational, ready and safe.

COL Jim Waring USA, Ret. 
VP, Strategic Business Development
(757) 705-3607
jim.waring@blueravencorp.com

COL Matt Mingus USA, Ret. 
VP, Strategic Business Development
Huntsville Office
(334) 717-0706
matt.mingus@blueravencorp.com

Curtiss-Wright 
www.curtisswrightds.com

6 AAAA Member6

Curtiss-Wright Defense Solutions, a division of Curtiss-Wright, 
is an industry-leading supplier of sophisticated electronics 
products recognized around the world as one of the most in-
novative designers and manufacturers of highly engineered 
systems built to perform reliably in harsh conditions.

Sales Team
ds@curtisswright.com

DigiFlight, Inc. 
www.digiflight.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

DigiFlight helps accelerate mission success with 
technology solutions that protect our national security. 
Our unique core competencies enable us to deliver 
integrated support services for all critical phases of 
acquisition and technology management.

Mr. Stanford Oliver 
President & CEO
7021 Columbia Gateway Dr, Suite 300
Columbia, MD 21046
(703) 587-9416
stan@digiflight.com

BG Michael Flowers, RET. 
Chief Operating Officer
5206 Point Harbor LN
Apollo Beach, FL 33572
(813) 453-4161
michael.flowers@digiflight.com

Mr. Larry Jess 
Senior Vice President Aerospace Group
7047 Old Madison Pike, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 694-9695
larry.jess@digiflight.com

Mr. Tom Beck 
VP/Chief Marketing Officer
7047 Old Madison Pike, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 698-5654
tom.beck@digiflight.com

Mr. John Haeme 
Project Manger PM Apache NET Team
7047 Old Madison Pike, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL 35806
(910) 495-6864
john.haeme@digiflight.com

Ms. Margaret Yee 
Chief of Corporate Operations
7021 Columbia Gateway Dr., Suite 300
Columbia, MD 21046
(301) 379-7506
margaret.yee@digiflight.com

Ms. Victoria Oliver 
Legal Counsel
7021 Columbia Gateway Dr., Suite 300
Columbia, MD 21046
(703) 888-6845
tori.oliver@digiflight.com
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Mr. Brian McFadden 
PM, RNLAF NET
7047 Old Madison Pike, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL
(256) 426-6335
brian.mcfadden@digiflight.com

Mr. Kevin Belden 
PM Apache Operator New Equipment 
Training Team, Task Lead
7047 Old Madison Pike, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL
(334) 596-4731
Kevin.belden@digiflight.com
Mr. Scott Autry 
Director of Human Resources
7047 Old Madison Pike, Suite 350
Huntsville, AL
(334) 462-1544
scott.autry@digiflight.com

Dontech Inc. 
https://dontech.com/

6 AAAA Member6

Dontech designs and manufactures optical coatings, 
filters, precision optics, and custom avionic grade display 
and touchscreen solutions for demanding platforms 
including NVIS, EMI/RFI, sunlight readability and extended 
temperature applications.  Dontech’s US based, AS9100 
certified, vertically integrated manufacturing facilities 
include roll to roll and batch coatings, laser systems, clean 
room lamination and full testing facilities.

Mr. Jeff Blake 
Vice President - Business Development
700 Airport Blvd.
Doylestown, PA 18902
(215) 348-5010
jeffblake@dontech.com

Dynamic Aviation Group Inc. 
www.dynamicaviation.com

Since 2003, Dynamic Aviation has been supporting 
Aerospace and Defense missions worldwide. As a one-stop 
shop, we source, modify, fly, and maintain aircraft while 
providing a reliability rate of 98%.

Mr. David Hoyt
Business Development Manager
985 Shipwreck Rd.
Shenandoah, VA 22812
(434) 989-1109
dhoyt@dynamicaviation.com

FDH Aero 
https://fdhaero.com/

6 AAAA Member6

FDH Aero is a trusted global supply chain partner for 
aerospace and defense. With 55+ years of experience in 
hardware, electrical, chemicals, consumable products and 
value-add services. Headquartered in Commerce, CA, FDH 
operations span the Americas, EMEA, and Asia Pacific, and 
employs more than 1,000 people globally.

Ms. Heather Rosenow
Vice President, Global Marketing & Communications
5200 Sheila St.
Commerce, CA 90040
Heather.Rosenow@FDHAero.com

Mr. Chad Gallentine
Vice President, OEM Division
5200 Sheila St.
Commerce, CA 90040
Chad.Gallentine@FDHAero.com

First Merit Solutions LLC 
www.firstmeritsolutions.com

6 AAAA Member6

Software and System Safety Engineering Services with 
intuitive, AMCOM vetted tool to eliminate rejected 
safety CDRLs.

Mr. Christopher M. Cundiff 
President
6020 Peach Pond Way SE
Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
(256) 583-6797
chris@firstmeritsolutions.com

Freeman Holdings Group 
www.freemanholdingsgroup.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Freeman Holdings Group full-service FBOs, located at 23 
airports across the US, are capable of handling a variety 
of military training and contingency operations.

Walt Frederick 
West Regional Vice President
(785) 250-2685
wfrederick@millionair.com

David Turner 
East Regional Vice President
(662) 825-3113
d.turner@millionair.com

GasTOPS, Inc. 
www.gastopsusa.com

6 AAAA Member6

GasTOPS Inc. (GTI) is a SDVOSB, headquartered in 
Huntsville, Alabama.  GasTOPS Inc. provides technical 
solutions for machinery diagnostics, prognostics, and 
health monitoring through the application of advanced 
fluid measurement and analysis technologies. These 
solutions enable Condition Based Maintenance (CBM) 
and Prognostics and Predictive Maintenance (PPMx) 
and have been successfully applied to critical assets in 
the aviation, defense, power generation, marine, and 
transportation industries.

Mr. Steve Odom
President/CEO
4960 Corporate Drive, Suite 140
Huntsville, Alabama 35805
(256) 975-6479
steve.odom@gastopsusa.com

Hilton Software 
www.hiltonsoftware2.com

6 AAAA Member6

Hilton Software has developed two advanced mobile 
software applications, WingX and Aero App. WingX 
has become a trail blazing application leading the way 
in game changing features. Aero App is being used 
throughout the United States Department of Defense 
and internationally by our United States foreign 
partners. Our goal is to build enhanced capabilities and 
safety through the integration of industry best practices 
and innovation.

Hilton Goldstein 
CEO
2730 N University Drive
Coral Springs, Florida 33065
(954) 323-4275 x405
karlar@hiltonsoftware.com

Homes For Our Troops 
www.hfotusa.org

Homes For Our Troops (HFOT) is a publicly funded 501(c) 
(3) nonprofit organization that builds and donates 
specially adapted custom homes nationwide for severely 
injured post-9/11 Veterans, to enable them to rebuild 
their lives.

Tom Landwermeyer
Brigadier General, USA (Ret)
President/CEO
6 Main St.
Taunton, MA 02780
(866) 787-6677
tlandwermeyer@hfotusa.org

Modern Technology Solutions, Inc. 
(MTSI) 
www.mtsi-va.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

100% employee-owned engineering services and 
technology solutions company providing specialized 
products, engineering and test and evaluation solutions 
to Government and Commercial customers to increase 
operational effectiveness and mission success.

Tim King
Executive Vice President, Army & Missile Defense (AMD)
360C Quality Circle NW, Ste 310
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 417-6721
tim.king@mtsi-va.com
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John Koster
Vice President, Business Development, AMD
360C Quality Circle NW, Ste 310
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 417-6729
john.koster@mtsi-ca.com

David Weese
Director, Business Development, AMD
360C Quality Circle NW, Ste 310
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 261-1357
david.weese@mtsi-va.com

Dave Warnick
Senior Director, Software Engineering, AMD
360C Quality Circle NW, Ste 310
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 679-6477
dave.warnick@mtsi-va.com

Kathy DeWeese
Senior Director, Warfighter Support, AMD
360C Quality Circle NW, Ste 310
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 417-6762
kathy.deweese@mtsi-va.com

Peraton 
https://www.peraton.com/

As the world’s leading mission capability integrator and 
transformative enterprise IT provider, we deliver trusted, 
highly differentiated solutions and technologies to protect 
our nation and allies from threats across the digital and 
physical domains.

Scott Berger
Senior Director, Growth & Strategy
1875 Explorer St.
Reston, VA 20190
scott.berger@peraton.com

Resion LLC 
www.resion.com

6 AAAA Member6

Resion is the world’s largest independent stocking 
distributor of Defense and Aerospace Obsolete, Hard to 
Find, EOL parts and components with over 85 years of 
supply chain expertise.

Todd T. Haley 
Chief Growth Officer
7060 Havertys Way
Lakeland, FL 33805
(404) 729-0156
thaley@resion.com

Sierra Nevada Corporation 
www.sncorp.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

SNC is a trusted leader in innovative, advanced 
technology solutions and best-of-breed open architecture 
integrations in aerospace and national security.

Mr. Tim Owings
Executive Vice President
tim.owings@sncorp.com

Mr. Steve B. Clark
Sr. Vice President, Programs
steve.b.clark@sncorp.com

Mr. Joshua Walsh
Vice President, Programs
joshua.walsh@sncorp.com

Mr. Paul Bontrager
Vice President, Government Relations & International 
Business
paul.bontrager@sncorp.com

Mr. Scott Beall
Sr. Director, Government Relations
scott.beall@sncorp.com

TEVET 
https://www.tevet.com/

6 AAAA Member6

TEVET brings two decades of experience acquiring 
test and measurement equipment, systems, and 
instrumentation for the direct government and the major 
prime contractors. Our 30-plus customer and industry 
awards speak to our depth of partnerships, relationships, 
and knowledge within the industry. Your SDVOSB and 
HUBZone Partner for Test & Measurement Equipment, 
Vendor Consolidation, and Liberty Platform Solutions.

Mr. Gary A. Tilley
SVP TEVET Solutions
310 T. Elmer Cox Drive
Greeneville, TN 37743
(423) 218-6035
gary.tilley@tevet.com

Mr. Robert W. Lowdermilk
Chief Technology Officer
310 T. Elmer Cox Drive
Greeneville, TN 37743
(423) 588-0019
wade.lowdermilk@tevet.com

Vali, Incorporated 
www.valicorp.com

6 AAAA Member6

Training, Operations, Maintenance, and Logistics

Steve Smith 
President & CEO
6767 Old Madison Pike
Suite 265
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 327-9328
steve.smith@valicorp.com

Roger Moore 
Director of Business Development
6767 Old Madison Pike
Suite 265
Huntville, AL 35086
(931) 206-7889

roger.moore@valicorp.com
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. (Gore) 
gore.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Gore is a materials science company with proven solutions 
meeting rigorous electrical, mechanical, environmental 
and requirements found in harsh environments. Gore’s 
cables and material solutions improve maintenance, 
operations and communications.

Mr. Ken Parker
Business Development- Southeast
555 Paper Mill Road
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 292-7120
kparker@wlgore.com

Mr. Jeffrey  Woods, CDR, USN (ret) 
Market Development- USA
555 Paper Mill Road
Newark, DE 19711
(410) 506-9094
jefwoods@wlgore.com

Stacia Paoli
Business Development - Dallas / Fort Worth
555 Paper Mill Road
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 292-4235
spaoli@wlgore.com

Unmanned/Uncrewed

Airbus U.S. Space & Defense, Inc. 
www.airbusus.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

Airbus U.S. Space and Defense has 54 years of experience 
delivering advanced products and services to support 
the U.S. government’s most complex defense, security, 
space, and intelligence missions. We leverage world-class 
satellites, secure communications platforms, helicopters, 
fixed-wing aircraft, unmanned aerial systems, and 
intelligence products that deliver proven solutions.
 

Mr. Scott Tumpak  
VP, Military Helicopters
2701 N. Forum Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
(214) 662-9174
scott.tumpak@airbusus.com

Mr. Brian Zarchin 
Vice President, Unmanned Aerial 
Systems
1525 Wilson Blvd, Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22209
(571) 471-4056
brian.zarchin@airbusus.com

Mr. Brian J. Diaz 
Senior Director, US Army and Fort 
Novosel Operations
341 Daleville Avenue
Daleville, AL 36322
(334) 312-1738
brian.diaz@airbusus.com
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Auterion Government Solutions 
www.auterion-gs.com

6 AAAA Member6

Auterion GS revolutionizes how RAS operate, collaborate 
and conduct complex missions. Our software platform is a 
hardware-agnostic, interoperable OS where autonomous 
capabilities, sensors, payloads can pollinate across a 
diverse fleet of vehicles.

Ms. Stephanie Pear
Marketing Manager
11959 Discovery Ct.
Hanford, CA 93021
(239) 246-0568
stephanie@auterion.com

Amentum 
www.amentum.com

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

Amentum’s team of aviation professionals delivers 
system integration and modernization, maintenance, 
sustainment, logistics, training, and technical solutions 
worldwide. We provide innovative, cost-effective aviation 
capabilities - creating enduring value for our customers.

Mr. Joe D. Dunaway 
President, Aviation Solutions
1901 S. Harbor City Blvd., Suite 300
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 216-2407
Joe.Dunaway@amentum.com

Mr. Rick Crogan 
SVP, Army & Special Programs, Aviation 
Solutions
1901 S. Harbor City Blvd., Suite 300
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 216-2409
Rick.Crogan@amentum.com
Mr. Ken Kliethermes 
VP, BD, Aviation Solutions
13500 Heritage Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76177
(682) 328-8722
Ken.Kliethermes@amentum.com

CIRCOR Aerospace, Inc. 
www.circor.com

6 AAAA Member6

CIRCOR International (NYSE: CIR) is one of the world’s lead-
ing providers of mission critical flow control products and 
services for the Industrial and Aerospace & Defense markets. 
The Company has a product portfolio of market-leading 
brands serving its customers’ most demanding applications. 
CIRCOR markets its solutions directly and through various 
channel partners to more than 14,000 customers in approxi-
mately 100 countries. The Company has a global presence 
with approximately 3,100 employees, servicing customers 
in over 100 countries, with a shared purpose of keeping so-
ciety safe, productive, and moving. Together we make the 
products that endure some of the most severe service and 

mission critical applications on earth.
Lou Vogt 
Sr. Director of Sales & Business 
Development
2301 Wardlow Circle
Corona, CA 92878
(951) 270-6385
lou.vogt@circor.com

David Zolnekoff 
Product Manager
2301 Wardlow Circle
Corona, CA 92878
(951) 270-6307
david.zolnekoff@circor.com

Herman Shanian 
VP, General Manager
425 East Rabro Dr, Suite 100
Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 863-4940
herman.shanian@circor.com

Lucas Ortega 
Inside Sales Manager
425 East Rabro Dr, Suite 100
Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 863-4969
lucas.ortega@circor.com

COLSA Corporation 
www.colsa.com

6 AAAA Member6

COLSA Corporation, headquartered in Huntsville, 
Alabama, offers innovative information and engineering 
solutions, including System & Software Engineering, Data 
Science, Cybersecurity, Uncrewed Systems, and Enterprise 
Information Services to federal clients.

Mr. James R. Kennedy
Vice President of Uncrewed Systems
6728 Odyssey Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 964-5384
jrkennedy@colsa.com

Mr. James Carver
Business Development Manager
6728 Odyssey Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 964-5261
jcarver@colsa.com

General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) 
https://www.ga-asi.com/

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

GA-ASI produces world-leading UAS, including MQ-
9A Reaper, MQ-9B SkyGuardian® and SeaGuardian®, 
MQ-1C Gray Eagle, and next-gen solutions like Mojave 
that makes short takeoff and landing capability from 
unimproved surfaces a reality.

Christopher MacFarland
Sector VP, Army Strategic Development
310 Bridge Street, Suite 620
Huntsville, AL 35806
(858) 688-4251

Christopher.MacFarland@ga-asi.com
Mathieu Petraitis
Manager, Army Strategic Development
310 Bridge Street, Suite 620
Huntsville, AL 35806
(256) 503-3328
Mathieu.Petraitis@ga-asi.com

Denny Winningham
Manager, Army National Guard Strategic Development
310 Bridge Street, Suite 620
Huntsville, AL 35806
(202) 496-8229
Denny.Winningham@ga-asi.com

Jordan Ramrus
Senior Technical Director
310 Bridge Street, Suite 620
Huntsville, AL 35806
(858) 312-2681
Jordan.Ramrus@ga-asi.com

GKN Aerospace 
www.gknaerospace.com

6 AAAA Member6

GKN Aerospace, a first tier supplier to the aviation 
industry. Delivering complex, high-performance, high-
value metallic and composite assemblies for airframes 
and aero-engines, landing gear, transparencies and 
electrical wiring interconnection systems.

Mr. Shawn Black 
President Defense Airframe
Westlake, TX 
Tiffany.McIntyre@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Steve Mathias 
SVP Strategy & Growth - Defense
Westlake, TX 
(682) 381-0692
Steven.Mathias@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Brian Sinkiewicz 
SVP Defense (US) Programs
Westlake, TX 
(214) 406-6321
Brian.Sinkiewicz@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Joel McIntyre 
Director, Program Management – 
Defense
Westlake, TX 
(945) 270-9156
Joel.McIntyre@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Tim Watkins 
Defense Business Development Director 
- US
Westlake, TX 
(945) 250-6924
Tim.Watkins@usa.gknaerospace.com

Mr. Mark Miller 
VP Business Development - UK Defence
Bristol, United Kingdom
(786) 697-1328
Mark.Miller@gknaerospace.com
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Mr. Eric Cuppen 
Defense Business Development Director 
- Netherlands & Germany
Papendrecht, Netherlands
+31 6 10 55 91 75
eric.cuppen@fokker.com

Mr. Roeland Aarts 
Defense Business Development Director 
– Netherlands & USA
Papendrecht, Netherlands
+31 6 20 40 82 14
roeland.aarts@fokker.com

Ms. Sibel Kayaalp 
External Relations Manager - North 
America
Washington, DC
(214) 542-5074
Sibel.Kayaalp@usa.gknaerospace.com

Leonardo DRS 
www.leonardoDRS.com

6 AAAA Member6

LDRS manufactures high performance gimbals for the 
defense market, and provides product design services. 
From Product Definition to Production Hand Off, we 
provide clients with unparalleled multi-discipline 
engineering expertise.

Mr. Paul Toumayan
Senior Director Business Development
12303 Technology Blvd #925
Austin, TX 78727
(214) 996-2901
paul.toumayan@drs.com

Mr. Dean Putnam
Director Business Development
13532 North Central Expressway
Dallas, TX 75243
(214) 996-2939
dean.putnam@drs.com

Leonardo Electronics US, Inc. 
https://www.leonardo.us/

6 AAAA Member6

Leonardo Electronics US Inc. is a subsidiary of Leonardo. 
We enable next-generation technologies in defense, 
security, medical, and industrial segments.

Mr. Hunter Marshall
Director, Army Business Development
(270) 291-9414
hunter.marshall@leonardo.us

Mr. Matt White
Vice President, Business Development
(571) 425-9746
matthew.white@leonardo.us

Mr. Clif Sawyer
Vice President, Sensor Solutions
(256) 285-7670
jay.sawyer@leonardo.us

Parker Meggitt - Baltimore 
www.meggitt-baltimore.com

6 AAAA Member6

The Baltimore facility boasts several decades of experience 
specializing in the design, development, manufacturing, 
testing, and repair of antennas and radomes for electronic 
warfare, SIGINT, SATCOM, and CNI on various high 
performance military platforms.

Robert Marx
Director of Business Development
3310 Carlins Park Dr.
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 340-8998
robert.marx@meggitt.com

Red Cat 
www.redcat.red

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Red Cat is a drone technology company integrating robotic 
hardware and software for military, government and 
commercial operations, including the Teal 2 sUAS, by its 
subsidiary, Teal Drones.

Stan Nowak 
VP of Marketing
2800 S West Temple St, Unit #2, South
Salt Lake, UT 84115
(805) 416-3443
stan.nowak@redcat.red

Spirit AeroSystems, Inc. 
www.spiritaero.com

6 AAAA Member6

The world’s largest manufacturer of aerostructures for 
commercial, defense, and business/regional jets. Expertise 
in aluminum and advanced composite manufacturing 
solutions, the company’s core products include fuselages, 
integrated wings/wing components, pylons, and nacelles.

Mr. Jarrod Bartlett 
Director Defense Business Development
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 523-5649
jarrod.s.bartlett@spiritaero.com

Mr. Chad Heyen 
Defense Aftermarket Sales
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 880-5505
chad.l.heyen@spiritaero.com

Kristy Stevens 
Sr. Mgr. Global Marketing/Brand/Tradeshows
3801 S. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67210
(316) 526-6591
kristy.l.stevens@spiritaero.com

Strata-G Solutions, LLC 
https://stratag-llc.com/

 6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6 Scholarship Donor 6

STRATA-G is a hardware - focused engineering, integrated 
technology and manufacturing company providing Value-
Added expertise to solve our customer’s most complex 
technical and hardware challenges. Our approach is 
simple, maintain experienced, competent staff enabled 
with the latest tools at the ready to solve your engineering, 
manufacturing and system support requirements.

COL (R) John Vannoy 
President
2901 Wall Triana Hwy, Suite 200
Huntsville, AL 35824
john.vannoy@stratag-llc.com

CW3(R) Perry Bowden 
Executive Director Strategic Growth
2901 Wall Triana Hwy, Suite 200
Huntsville, AL 35824
(256) 975-3602
perry.bowden@stratag-llc.com

Teledyne FLIR Defense 
www.flir.com

6 AAAA Member6  Magazine Advertiser6

Teledyne FLIR Defense provides mission-critical technology 
and systems to the U.S. government and allied nations. Our 
wide array of defense solutions include mission-focused 
airborne surveillance and targeting gimbals and UAVs.

Mr. Stuart Hartwell
Director, U.S. Business Development
27700 SW Parkway Avenue
Wilsonville, OR 97070
(205) 810-9833
Stuart.Hartwell@teledyneflir.com

uAvionix Corporation 
www.uAvionix.com

uAvionix is a leading provider of innovative, low SWaP, 
certified and uncertified avionics and services that 
accelerate the use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
for defense, civil, and commercial missions.

Mr. Bob Wells
Business Development Director, Defense
880 Harrison Street
Leesburg, VA 20751
(803) 580-1864
bob.wells@uavionix.com
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T he U.S. Army Combat 
Capabilities Development 
Command Aviation & Missile 

Center is celebrating another 
successful year of working tirelessly 
to transform and sustain the Army 
Aviation branch for the battlefields of 
today, 2040 and beyond. 
 As a part of Army Futures 
Command, DEVCOM AvMC is 
focused on delivering the Army of 
2030, investing in our people, and 
developing new technologies that will 
allow the Army to maintain superiority 
over any potential adversary.
 Our current environment with 
near-peer adversaries is driving Army 
modernization and the need for rapid, 
flexible, and innovative solutions to 
address an ever-evolving threat. No 
one can know precisely what the future 
holds, but we know the character of 
warfare is changing rapidly alongside 

advances in technology. The Army 
has made significant strides in driving 
down the timelines for developing 
and demonstrating technologies and 
in ensuring investments in the right 
technologies to regain our competitive 
advantage.
 The Army is embracing modern 
tools and practices such as model based 
systems engineering, agile DevSecOps, 
modular open system approaches, and 
digital engineering to both increase 
the pace of development and enable 
continuous improvements. Adopting 
MOSA not only shortens test and 
developmental times but enables easier 
aircraft upgrades while removing the 
tyranny of time to upgrade systems at 
the speed of technology and innovation.
 As we invest in new technologies, 
we must also invest in understanding 
and developing approaches to certify 
those new technologies for use by our 

Soldiers. Soldiers have had more input 
to the development and selection of 
the Army’s next weapons than at any 
other time in our history. These Soldier 
engagements can help pinpoint end-
user issues that may otherwise be over-
looked and confirm or dispel the need 
for development teams to address real 
or perceived technological challenges. 
Autonomy, advanced manufacturing, 
and increased electrification are just 
a few of the technologies that will re-
quire new approaches to understanding 
and accepting the potential risk in their 
use. We are investing now to develop 

Special Focus u
Research & Development/Science & Technology

The technical expertise and experience resident 
in U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development 
Command Aviation & Missile Center civilians, 
coupled with strong partnerships with industry 
and academia, will demonstrate the technologies 
necessary for the future fight.
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Supporting Army Aviators 
Paramount to Aviation, 
Missile Center Mission in 2023 
By Dr. James Kirsch
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air worthiness approaches to enable 
incorporation of these new capabilities 
when they are ready.
 The Army cannot stop at just 
speeding up the development process 
– it must also revolutionize the way 
it tests, fields, and sustains future 
force capabilities. It does no good to 
speed up the technology side if we 
do not also change the way we do 
business on the material release and 
airworthiness side of the equation. 
Our legacy airworthiness and material 
processes have served us well but 
are not designed to keep up with the 
anticipated pace of future capability 
enhancements to address an ever-
evolving threat. We must adapt these 
processes to enable informed, risk-
based decisions which keep pace with 
capability developments.
 At the heart of all of this is the talent 
residing within the Department of the 
Army civilians in the DEVCOM Avia-
tion & Missile Center, and truly across 
all DEVCOM. People are our number 
one priority because they are at the 
core of everything we do. They are our 
clear advantage against any adversary 
and the most important component of 
our transformation efforts.
 The technical expertise and experi-
ence resident in these remarkable civil-
ians, coupled with strong partnerships 
with industry and academia, will dem-
onstrate the technologies necessary for 
the future fight. The key to success is 
a trained and ready workforce, as well 
as constant collaboration across all the 
relevant stakeholders. This is a culture 
change, but one that we must embrace 
to deliver the Army of 2030 while we 
also design the Army of 2040 and be-
yond.
 It was an honor and privilege for me 
to take over as AvMC Director from 
Mr. Jeff Langhout earlier this year, 
and I assure you, under my leadership 
the DEVCOM AvMC workforce will 
continue to strive to give our Soldiers 
the technological advantage to deter, 
and if necessary, fight and win our 
Nation’s battles.
 
Above the Best!

Dr. James Kirsch is the director of the 
U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Devel-
opment Command Aviation & Missile 
Center at Redstone Arsenal, AL.
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T he Army of 2040 is closer now 
than it ever has been, and the 
U.S. Army Combat Capabilities 

Development Command Aviation & 
Missile Center is poised to shape its 
aviation Science and Technology (S&T) 
resources to deliver the technology and 
talent vital to success in what will be 
a new Army Operating Concept. Of 
the many thrusts across the Army that 
will be undertaken, several are already 
at work in aviation S&T: autonomy, 
electrification, and modeling & simu-
lation tools that will help leaders and 
research scientists envision and achieve 
the weapon systems of the future sooner 
and with lower risk.

Autonomy
 Autonomy will be a key combat 
enabler for the Army of 2040. Army 
Aviation must utilize a wide spectrum 
of autonomy capabilities across both 
manned and unmanned platforms. 
Rather than a binary “on or off ” func-
tion, advanced autonomy will provide a 
continuum of increasingly valuable ca-
pability for the warfighter to increase 
situational awareness, maneuverabil-
ity, and decision making across a wide 
spectrum of operations. Three areas 
of autonomy are foremost: cognitive, 
single-ship, and teaming. Cognitive 
autonomy investments will advance 
holistic mission management to lower 
cognitive workload by implementing 
automation and Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) in an integrated environment 
where human ingenuity can make the 
best use of available resources to make 
real-time effective decisions faster than 
our adversaries can react. By leveraging 
current flight autonomy efforts across 
government and industry, combined 
with advanced fly-by-wire technology 
and sensing, we can deliver autono-
mous air vehicles capable of operations 
in denied or contested environments…

doing the dull, dirty, and dangerous 
work while preserving our true combat 
power, the Army Soldier. Combined 
with what we have learned from our 
advanced teaming efforts for launched 
effects, aviation system teams can be 
positioned to interact collectively in 
ways that increase survivability and le-
thality by employing assets in tactically 
advantageous groups. 

Electrification
 Another promising area of 
interest for Army aviation S&T is 
air platform electrification. The term 
‘electrification’ is used broadly in this 

context as a general descriptor for 
more-electric, all-electric, and hybrid-
electric technology as applied to 
UAS, manned platforms, and electric 
Short/Vertical Takeoff and Landing 
(eS/VTOL) aircraft. Largely driven 
by commercial industry’s foray into 
advanced air mobility, electrification 
comprises propulsion, electrical 
power architecture, subsystems, and 
actuation across a variety of novel 
configurations. The potential benefits 
of this burgeoning technology include 
improved affordability, operational 
energy management, and perhaps 
even lower maintenance. However, 

Army Aviation S&T – Shift Right: 
Technology and Talent for Army 2040
By Ms. Christi H. Dolbeer and Mr. Carvil E.T. Chalk

U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development Command Aviation & Missile Center experimental test 
pilot conducts initial evaluation flight of the BETA ALIA 250C, an eVTOL aircraft developed by BETA 
Technologies.
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there are many technical challenges 
that must be overcome for this 
technology to ‘buy its way’ onto Army 
platforms, not the least of which are 
improvements in specific power and 
energy, system efficiency, and reliability. 
Systems also must be suitable for harsh 
operational environments. To assess 
and develop these new technologies, 
the workforce must have the right tools 
and skillsets to inform requirements, 
write specifications, assess designs, 
and understand the safety and 
airworthiness aspects of electrification 

technology. Efforts are already 
underway to strengthen modeling 
and simulation capabilities and the 
groundwork is being laid to enhance 
facilities for hands-on component 
and system integration testing. The 
desired end-result is a workforce with 
engineers and technicians paired 
with a modeling, simulation, and test 
validation capability to support future 
integration of electrification technology 
into the Army fleet. Demonstrations 
and experimentation with this new eS/
VTOL class of aircraft will allow pilots 
and CONOPS developers to work with 
emerging technology in ways that aid 

our understanding of where they may 
fit into Army formations and provide 
operational advantage.

Modeling and Simulation
 Another important effort within 
aviation S&T is the alignment of our 
modeling and simulation capabilities. 
As we consider the next generation of 
vertical lift systems, the demand for 
a harmonized set of M&S tools for 
design and analysis is clear. Developing 
an integrated design environment is 
necessary to fully understand not just 

the performance of new manned and 
unmanned platforms, but also the 
impacts of new technologies across 
the portfolio. The future operating 
environment will likely require 
movement of equipment and personnel 
at a scale and speed that can only be 
achieved with long-range high-volume 
vertical lift assets. The combination 
of high-efficiency rotors, large-scale 
composite structures, and distributed 
propulsion and power systems will 
demand integrated M&S tools that 
support concept design through 
high-fidelity computations for aero-
structural dynamics. Harmonization 

and linkages of current methods in 
a digital engineering environment 
must be achieved so that conceptual 
design tools flow into detailed design 
or analysis processes that carry 
airworthiness and performance quality 
data throughout the acquisition 
process. Elements of this approach are 
already in progress. The utilization of 
these integrated M&S capabilities will 
enable AvMC to focus our research 
investments as well as integrate with 
other M&S exercises and capabilities 
across the Army S&T enterprise as 
part of holistic Digital Engineering 
environment. 
 But there is no one technology to 
accomplish these goals, holistically. 
The best tool we have to achieve such 
success is our people. As Secretary 
Wormuth has stated, “…we’ve got 
to take the long view to determine 
what foundational investments in 
people, doctrine, and technology are 
needed today so that we can prepare 
for tomorrow.” Indeed, people are our 
collective priority. For aviation S&T 
that means the inclusion of more 
Electrical and Computer engineers 
alongside the classic disciplines of 
Mechanical and Aerospace engineers, 
Physicists, and Engineering Research 
Psychologists. Moreover, we will 
need teammates to join us who have 
knowledge in areas like cyber security, 
data science, advanced communications, 
directed energy weapons, AI and 
machine learning, and Model Based 
Engineering. We want a workforce 
dedicated to researching, planning, 
and executing efforts with industry, 
academic, and tri-service partners that 
deliver the state-of-the-art capability 
for Army Aviation platforms and the 
Soldier. We also need engineers with 
the enthusiasm for determining how 
to capitalize on the latest commercial 
technologies and to envision how 
the Army can leverage and use these 
systems for new Army capabilities. 
Designing the Army of 2040 brings 
exciting prospects for innovation…and 
we look forward to melding our current 
workforce with the next generation of 
research scientists and engineers who 
join our ranks! Won’t you join us?

Ms. Christi H. Dolbeer is the director 
and Mr. Carvil E.T. Chalk is the deputy 
director for Aviation Technology, at the 
Technology Development Directorate, 
DEVCOM Aviation & Missile Center, 
located at Redstone Arsenal, AL.
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U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development Command Aviation & Missile Center conducts autonomous 
Black Hawk flight demonstration over Camp Dawson, WV using Mission Adaptive Autonomy.
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H ow the acquisition community 
responds to the modernization 
of weapon systems is driven by 

the rapid proliferation of emerging 
technologies and their impact on the 
Army’s posture in responding to global 
threats. Agencies need the autonomy, 
flexibility, processes, and systems in 
place to rapidly assess human capital 
needs in parallel with the modernization 
of weapon systems.
 The Army’s modernization accelera-
tion shifts the focus from disparate legacy 
processes and systems to the transforma-
tion of systems, which require innovative 
data management capabilities, the adap-
tation of employee skills, the overhaul of 
supply chain management techniques, 
and infrastructure alignment that simul-
taneously connects systems, personnel, 
and applications. The injection of critical 
technologies and concepts like digital en-
gineering, additive manufacturing, mod-
ular open systems approach (MOSA), 
air-launched effects, model-based data 
management, and artificial intelligence 
into the workforce leads to “personnel 
upskilling” through new talent manage-
ment techniques.
 With the demands on talent en-
abled by the Army’s modernization 
and sustainment objectives, the U.S. 
Army Combat Capabilities Develop-
ment Command Aviation & Missile 
Center’s System Readiness Directorate 
(DEVCOM AvMC SRD) determined 
that a talent management system was 
essential in defining and cultivating 
the core capabilities required for tech-
nical assessments of complex systems. 
The value of developing a comprehen-
sive talent management system is that 
it provides an in-depth assessment of 
capabilities within our core compe-
tencies. The hard realization that the 
Army’s traditional civilian personnel 
systems lag in their ability to systemati-

cally track all domains of talent man-
agement affirms the need for a system 
that is capable of aligning talent. Stra-
tegically aligning talent allows SRD to 
forecast areas where skills have not yet 
been developed in light of emerging re-
quirements, which decreases our overall 
mission effectiveness. With a compre-
hensive “Talent Operational Picture,” 
SRD skillsets are cultivated from initial 
onboarding to offboarding, capturing 
every aspect of an employee’s technical 
profile to include skills, experience, and 
job assignments tracked through the 
Total Employee Talent Management 
System (TETMS).
 While building a functional talent 
management system for airworthiness 
engineers is key to the Aviation En-
terprise’s effectiveness, we cannot lose 
sight of understanding the relation-
ship between technologies required 
to advance the Army’s modernization 
priorities and employee skillsets. Thus, 
the demands on SRD to provide highly 
skilled talent continue to evolve as 
systems become more complex due to 
technological advances. For example, 
MOSA required Sammie Smith, who 
is our MOSA lead, to upskill her capa-
bilities by understanding system archi-
tectures that share information across 
multiple domains, improving system 
inoperability and scalability. MOSA is 
critical for the Army’s engagements in 
global environments where rapidly re-
configurable software provides weapon 
systems with a competitive advantage.

Talent Management Backbone
 SRD’s talent management system 
structure leverages critical skills at hi-
erarchical levels below each core com-
petency level by identifying, analyzing, 
structuring, and maintaining human 
capital inputs to support the success 
of current and future weapon system 

upgrades. One of the most apparent 
challenges for SRD is documenting an 
employee’s “derived skills” that were de-
veloped through on-the-job technical 
assessments. SRD has found that these 
independently learned skills are essen-
tial in critical technology assessments. 
Currently, SRD’s talent management 
efforts have shifted to comprehensively 
understanding talent gaps, strategically 
recruiting, and successfully implement-
ing succession planning by formulating 
the “Talent Backbone,” which provides 
the data needed to make informed deci-
sions. In data-driven environments like 
this, the deployment of digital engineer-
ing applications becomes the backbone 
for talent management, and SRD engi-
neers like Tony Still, Digital Engineer-
ing expert, is critical for fundamentally 
changing our approach to innovation. 
The impetus to formulate a digital en-
gineering strategy was in response to 
our growing need to support new Army 
aircraft systems like Future Vertical 
Lift (FVL). Due to the rapid response 
required to support the FVL family of 
aircraft, SRD engineers must be able 
to actively participate in intra-complex 
modeling environments to provide real-
time assessments. Thrusting our engi-
neers into the digital engineering en-
vironment forces SRD to develop new 
airworthiness substantiation methods 
that support rapid real-time integration. 
Thus, the real-time reliance on collabo-
rating in a model-based digital engi-
neering environment makes digital en-
gineering a core capability for reforming 
airworthiness, upskilling the capabilities 
of the SRD talent, and enabling rapid 
innovation.

What’s Next?
 Heavily impacted by talent wars, le-
veraging talent successfully is crucial to 
the Army Enterprise’s ability to meet 

Reimagining Talent Management for 
Army Airworthiness Engineers
By Dr. Yolanda Powell-Friend
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demands for engineers with experience 
in the Life Cycle Engineering and 
Airworthiness Competencies. With 
the competitive nature of our environ-
ment, the acquisition, onboarding, and 
development of engineering talent are 
critical to SRD’s ability to meet the 
demands of modernization efforts. In 
this unprecedented war for talent, the 
artificial boundaries that limit the uti-
lization of talent across government 
and industry sectors must be removed 
to formulate new collaborative frame-
works for talent management. The road 
to leveraging these technical compe-
tencies is nested in collaboration with 
Industry Partners, to develop a unified 
approach for the recognition of next-
generation engineering skills.

Digital Badging
 Competency-based certification 
methodologies provide a universally 
consistent approach for the recogni-
tion of skills required to assess air-
worthiness. Competency-based cer-
tification through the recognition of 
Digital Credentialing can be the tip-
ping point in defining universal tech-
nical standards for evaluating the next 
generation of weapon systems. Digital 
Credentialing offers a path for shared 
growth, allowing more flexibility to ex-
pand, obtain, and leverage skills, thus 
advancing the airworthiness footprint. 
The agility of Digital Badging through 
an accredited credentialing process 
provides TETMS with the necessary 
anchors needed to reskill and upskill 
the workforce in a consistent manner. 
Talent management must become em-
bedded within every technical domain 
to leverage every aspect of our core 
competencies, leading to greater levels 
of success. A credentialing-based ap-
proach to competency tracking pro-
vides the backbone for TETMS and 
will enable increased productivity and 

cross-utilization of talent. To gain the 
benefits of mutually recognized talent, 
SRD is currently discussing opportu-
nities to establish a pathway to Digital 
Badging with industry partners.

Digital Data Decisions
 The backbone of the SRD talent 
management system is maintain-
ing an authoritative source of truth 
and leveraging competency related 
data to execute decision-making in 
support of the mission. SRD data 
architect, Rashanda Kennamore, be-
comes critical in the establishment 
of cloud-based architectures that al-
low the availability, sustainability, and 
reliability of data. SRD realizes that 
data analytics and the growing Artifi-
cial Intelligence trends have propelled 
SRD into the adaptation of digital 
engineering applications and a real 
time workflow culture. As the Army’s 
modernization priorities change, SRD 
will continue to adapt and rebalance 
our workforce to support emerging 
technologies. Looking through the 
data management telescope, cloud-
based connected systems, digital en-
gineering, data analytics, and inten-
tional talent management allow SRD 
to responsively meet the increasingly 
complex demands of the Aviation 
Modernization Enterprise well into 
the foreseeable future. SRD’s new 
talent management approaches and 
tools will comprehensively ensure the 
Directorate’s engineering workforce is 
fully prepared to assess the advanced 
technologies being integrated into the 
Future Vertical Lift aircraft.

Dr. Yolanda Powell-Friend is the deputy 
director of Acquisition and Performance 
in the Systems Readiness Directorate, U.S. 
Army Combat Capabilities Development 
Command Aviation & Missile Center, 
located at Redstone Arsenal, AL.

Please Consider Contributing to 
the AAAASFI Through the 

Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC) Program. 

The AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc. provides a variety of annual scholarships to 
hundreds of students seeking higher education: Soldiers, NCOs, warrant and 

commissioned officers and to their family members. Your tax-deductible donation helps 
make a difference to those looking to further their educational opportunities.

 Contribute to #10516. 
See your unit CFC representative for details on participating in the 2024 CFC Program.

The AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.   593 Main Street, Monroe, CT 06468-2806
Email: aaaa@quad-a.org     (203) 268-2450

mailto:aaaa@quad-a.org
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T he Aviation Turbine Engines (ATE) 
Project Office (PO) provides afford-
able and reliable power solutions 

for Army Aviation, supporting today’s 
Soldiers with quality T700 and T55 en-
gines. ATE is also positioning the Army 
of the future for success by developing the 
T901 engine under the Improved Tur-
bine Engine Program (ITEP) and Electri-
cal Power Systems (EPS) initiatives.

Supporting Continuous 
Transformation Through MOSA 
 On 21 Sept. 2023, in his Senate con-
firmation hearing to become the 41st 

Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, Gener-
al Randy George included continuous 
transformation in his four identified 
focus areas designed to maintain the 
Army’s edge. Continuous transforma-
tion enables the Army to modernize 
and transform current equipment while 
simultaneously building its Multi-Do-
main Operations-ready force. 
 ATE meets the Chief ’s call for 
continuous transformation by apply-
ing Modular Open Systems Approach 
(MOSA) principles. MOSA acceler-
ates future innovation by making com-
ponents more readily removable, up-
gradeable, and interoperable. ATE is 
applying a rigorous MOSA strategy 
to designing and developing the T901 
engine. A modular approach to the en-
gine design and engine controls allows 
for the engine design to simultaneously 
support multiple platforms. In October 
2023, ATE provided two flight test en-
gines to the Future Attack Reconnais-
sance Aircraft competitive prototype 
vendors and is on track to provide flight 
test engines to support Black Hawk in-
tegration in spring, 2024. Additionally, 

from a MOSA perspective, ATE con-
tinues to execute current EPS initiatives 
that include developing a Component 
Specification Model (CSM) update – 
which is essentially a Technical Data 
Package (TDP) that the Army can pro-
vide to industry for future acquisitions. 
The CSM provides a detailed definition 
of the required design configuration, 
performance requirements, and proce-
dures to effectively develop the com-
ponents. Implementing MOSA in the 
EPS detailed design phase will result in 
a smarter, more capable power system 
to address current electric power gaps 
and meet future power requirements at 
reduced costs. 

Targeted Modernization of 
Current Engines
 ATE remains committed to mod-
ernizing the existing fleet of T700 and 
T55 engines by upholding rigorous 

Aviation Turbine Engines Project Office 
Supports Continuous Transformation and 
Targeted Modernization   By Gina Bublitz and Cindy Mitchell

The T700 engines have provided reliable power 
to Army Aviation for nearly 50 years, and they 
will continue to power the current airframes for 
decades into the future. 
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The T55 engine, shown during an engine 
inspection, is the reliable workhorse that powers 
CH-47 Chinook helicopters.
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quality standards while addressing ob-
solescence, reliability, and safety issues 
in future product upgrades. 
 Quality improvements this year for 
the T700 include establishing a new 
Critical Safety Item instruction, which 
requires more on-site supplier audits. 
The Product Office also received ap-
proval for the Engineering Change 
Proposal of the Stage 1 ruggedized 
blisk that eliminated containment haz-
ards, correcting a reliability shortfall 
that spanned ten years. Efforts were 
also completed to enable distribution 
of an updated version of the enhanced 
digital electronic control unit which 
addresses obsolescence issues, ensuring 
parts availability through 2050.
 PM ATE continues to focus on af-
fordably and reliably powering Army 
Aviation. The engines and power 
management solutions provide con-
tinuous transformation by incorporat-
ing MOSA strategies. Executing the 
targeted modernization of enduring 
engines supports the Army Modern-
ization Strategy. ATE’s reliable power 
solutions enable both current and fu-
ture generations of Army aircraft to 
compete, deter, fight, and win. 

Ms. Gina Bublitz is the Aviation Turbine 
Engines Project Manager within the Pro-
gram Executive Office for Aviation, Red-

stone Arsenal, AL; Cindy Mitchell is an 
Avion Solutions, Inc. employee supporting 
the ATE Project Office in operations.

The EPS team is supporting modernization of electric power systems in the enduring and future fleet of 
Army aircraft. Photo by Aviation Turbine Engines Project Office. 
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T he Army’s Improved Turbine Engine Program (ITEP) 
provides Army Aviation the power to operate in 
Multi-Domain Operations (MDO) with longer range 

and endurance, providing ground forces the opportunity to 
fight when and where they choose by regaining lost high/
hot capability along with delivering improved operational 
performance in a modular design. 

 ITEP is developing the T901-GE-900 (T901) as the next 
generation replacement engine for the AH-64E Apache and 
the UH-60M/V and HH-60M Black Hawk aircraft as well 
as the engine to power the Future Attack Reconnaissance 
Aircraft (FARA). 

Critical to MDO: Regained High/Hot Capability 
 Growth of aircraft weight has increased as survivability 
and capability have been added in the past four decades of 
T700 operation. This weight has led to growth in power of 
the T700, culminating with the current T700-GE-701D en-
gine. The T901 is an entirely new engine design that will en-
able the platforms to regain lost capability by providing 50% 
more shaft horsepower at sea level standard conditions and 
expanding the aircraft envelope to allow full mission perfor-
mance up to 6K/95F high and hot conditions.
 Aircraft equipped with the T901 will have the ability to 
operate in the most austere conditions to enable Army Avia-
tion to continue supporting Soldiers where needed and bring 
them home safely.  

Improved Operational Performance 
 The T901 brings improved operational performance. 
Greater range and endurance is achieved without increasing 
the logistics footprint. Aircraft will have more time on wing 
between maintenance cycles because of the engine’s use of 
high-performance materials, the extensive array of sensors 
equipping each to communicate engine health, and a design 
that is better equipped to eliminate ingested sand. 
 Engine performance is increased while weight remains essen-
tially the same, which is facilitated by using high performance 
materials including Ceramic Matrix Composites (CMCs) and 

Why ITEP?  By Ms. Cindy Mitchell

A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter over Kunar Province, Afghanistan, Oct. 17, 
2013. The T901 will reengine UH-60M and UH-60V model helicopters.

U.
S.

 A
RM

Y 
PH

OT
O 

BY
 C

PT
 P

ET
ER

 S
M

ED
BE

RG

U.
S.

 A
RM

Y 
PH

OT
O 

BY
 C

IN
DY

 M
IT

CH
EL

L

LTG Robert Marion, MILDEP ASA(ALT) discusses with Aviation Turbine Engines 
Project Manager Ms. Gina Bublitz the displayed T901 engine components that 
General Electric additively manufactures, as ITEP Product Manager LTC Kelley 
Nalley and ITEP Assistant Product Manager MAJ Wes Paulsen observe.
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Additive Manufacturing (AM). CMCs serve to reduce total 
weight while enabling more efficient engine operation. CMCs 
are made through a combination of silicon carbide and coat-
ings, for much lighter engine components that can withstand 
higher pressures and hotter temperatures than metals. AM also 
serves to increase engine performance, offering a more complex 
part geometry that can be optimized for performance with less 
constraints from the manufacturing process. 
 The T901 Engine Health Management System (EHMS) 
monitors engine system and component performance 
through an extensive array of sensors to support the U.S. 
Army’s Prognostic and Predictive Maintenance (PPMx) 
program. EHMS will increase the time on wing for any life-
limited components by monitoring actual life consumption 
of the part during operation rather than using an assigned 
number of flight hours to determine replacement. These 
PPMx insights will support the Soldier by enabling proactive 
engine maintenance planned around critical missions and 
reduce the logistics burden, while the PPMx attributes will 
help improve reliability and maintenance effectiveness on 
both the enduring and future fleets of helicopters.  
 Engine ingestion of sand can become problematic in certain 
areas of the world. Sand erodes engine components, resulting 
in decreased engine power and increased engine overhauls. 
The T901 design incorporates improvements focused on more 
efficient sand elimination. Engine components will last longer 
because the engine more effectively expels the sand it will 
inevitably ingest while operating in certain parts of the world. 

Modular Design 
 The modular hardware architecture of the T901 allows for 
the removal, repair, or replacement of engine modules and 
components at the field level. This concept will allow Soldiers 
to quickly repair the engine and reduce the number of whole 

engines sent back for repair. In the field, combat flexible 
modular maintenance means aircraft can be re-engaged faster. 

ITEP 
 The Army’s T901 engine provides Soldiers the MDO 
capabilities needed to fly farther and higher and with a 
reduced logistics footprint. With the T901, Army Aviation 
will be prepared to operate in any environment, regaining 
6K/95F flight capability which support worldwide operation 
while allowing for greater range and endurance along with 
improvements to logistics.

Ms. Cindy Mitchell works in the operations section of the Aviation 
Turbine Engines Project Office at Redstone Arsenal, AL.
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The 3D model of the GE T901 engine was additively manufactured and 
served as a fit check model for both AH-64E Apache and UH-60M Black 
Hawk aircraft during FY20. The engine’s modular design allows for quick 
field disassembly into major functioning components, or modules.
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I n these first few months of my tenure as the Director of the 
Future Vertical Lift Cross-Functional Team (FVL CFT), I 
have been constantly amazed with the tremendous team 

effort across our stakeholders to support Army Aviation’s Future 
Vertical Lift (FVL) transformation. This effort remains critical 
to supporting our ground forces as part of the combined 
arms team and spans the Army, our Joint Force teammates, 
industry, academia and our international allies and partners. 
 Our unifying FVL tenets that guide Army Aviation’s 
transformational efforts remain: 
Reach – Achieving speed, range, endurance, and endurance 
at range.
Lethality – Ensuring Army Aviation maintains vertical lift 
dominance and overmatch against adversary threat.
Survivability – Competing against near-peer threats and 
winning in complex, highly contested and demanding Large 
Scale Combat Operations.
Affordability – Staying within our means while enabling the 
timely development, production, fielding, operation, and sup-
port of transformational systems.
 A charter established on October 6, 2017, outlines the 
mission and purpose of the FVL CFT: to engage in expert 
analysis, focused experiments, and technology demonstra-
tions to inform the requirements and handoff of technology 
to the Defense Acquisition System. The FVL CFT also has 
the responsibility to inform technology transition, research, 
and development, and to ensure Soldier-informed assess-
ments are nested with capability development efforts. The 
CFT must additionally ensure that integration and synchro-
nization activities improve the speed, capability, deliverability, 
and cost-effectiveness of materiel solutions to meet the Army 
Chief of Staff ’s priorities and warfighting requirements. 
 In alignment with this charter and the Army Vision, the 
FVL CFT continues to provide refined requirements to the 
Army’s FVL program and signature efforts to include the Fu-
ture Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft (FARA), Future Long 

Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA), Future Unmanned Aircraft 
System (FUAS) [including Future Tactical Unmanned Aerial 
System (FTUAS) and Launched Effects (LE)], and Modu-
lar Open Systems Approach (MOSA) across all platforms. 
MOSA provides the most significant technological advance-
ment and overmatch to our systems by enabling the Army to 
efficiently integrate upgrades at the speed of threat, environ-
ment, and technology. 
 The Army successfully consolidated gains over the past five 
years by transitioning new concepts and technology to the 
Program Executive Office-Aviation (PEO Aviation). We are 
currently crafting a new roadmap for the next five years of 
the FVL CFT. In the meantime, we continue to further tech-
nology and warfighting concepts, increments, and upgrades, 
while also conducting analysis and setting the conditions for 
the possibilities of other clean sheet designs. 

Five-Year Plan Focus Areas:
 Modeling and Simulation - Building on multiple 
iterations of High-Fidelity Modeling, partnered with PEO 
Aviation, the FVL CFT is about to embark on another phase 
of focused modeling and simulation to demonstrate how 
FVL ecosystem concepts are applied – and maximized – to 
relevant, classified threat-based scenarios as key components 
of the Army’s combined arms fight, directly supporting the 
National Defense Strategy. This modeling will further inform 
requirements and the ways in which these systems will be 
employed.
 Studies - Spanning internal Army analytics and 
Federally Funded Research and Development Centers, 
think tanks, academia and consulting firms, studies remain 

Forging the Army’s Future Vertical Lift 
Roadmap to 2030 and Beyond
By BG Philip “Cain” Baker

Above: FLRAA Capability Development Document validation occurred in 
July 2023 and progressed to Joint Requirements Oversight Council in 
November. Weapon System Preliminary Design Review is set to occur in 
Fiscal Year 2024 and Prototype Production in FYs 2025 and 2026
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an instrumental component for leveraging expertise and 
informing a multitude of areas, to include gap analysis, system 
requirements and affordability. As part of formalized study 
plans, near-term study focus areas include advanced teaming, 
network optimization, autonomy, digital transformation and 
the rotary-wing defense industrial base. 
 Science & Technology - A critical component of 
defined requirements selected for development is the 

technology underpinning – Joint Multi-Role Technology 
Demonstration is a great example. Continued focus areas 
include Human Machine Integrated Formations; advanced 
teaming behaviors, payloads and sensors; survivability; 
autonomy; mission systems; and network. Science and 
technology efforts continue to focus on maturing technology 
readiness levels and their subsequent integration into Army 
Aviation signature efforts. 
 Experimentation & Demonstration - The FVL CFT is 
looking forward to participating in Army Futures Command’s 
Project Convergence Capstone 4 and experimenting with nine 
FVL-related technologies and subsystems. The capstone builds 
off efforts at Experimental Demonstration Gateway Event 
(EDGE) 23, including a focus on FARA warfighting concepts 
and kill web integration, sensors, mission planning, airspace 
deconfliction, LE behaviors and payloads, and autonomous re-
supply. As part of Army Futures Command’s persistent experi-
mentation model, the FVL CFT is planning FVL experimen-
tation at various events throughout the year, simultaneously 
moving to an 18-month cycle for EDGE execution to allow 
for more detailed analysis and deeper industry involvement.
 Soldier Touchpoints - Soldier-informed requirements re-
main integral to Soldier-centered FVL designs. Soldier touch-
points inform a variety of systems and processes, including the 
FLRAA medical interior, degraded visual environment, scal-
able control interface, FLRAA and FARA maintenance and 
a yearlong FTUAS touchpoint with five Brigade Combat 
Teams. User assessments remain an integral part of the five-
year plan and are expected to grow in frequency as more FVL 
tech demonstrators and prototypes become available. 

Requirement Documentation
 The FVL campaign of learning continues with the capture 
of data and knowledge conversion to inform requirement 
developments. Currently, five documents are undergoing 

review and approval. These include the FLRAA Capability 
Development Document (CDD), which is at the Joint 
Requirements Oversight Council ( JROC); updated FTUAS 
and separate LE Abbreviated Capability Development 
Documents (A-CDDs), which are at the Army Requirement 
Oversight Council (AROC); and an Aerial Tier Network 
Extension (ATNE) Directed Requirement with Annex to 
Integrated Tactical Network (ITN) A-CDD.

2040 Design 
 The FVL CFT’s overarching goal is to deliver 
transformational capability to the Army now and through 
2030. Its second priority is to conduct the required analysis 
and research necessary to provide Army Senior Leaders with 
options for new capabilities to Design the Army of 2040. 
Enabling the U.S. Army with the ability to overcome critical 
capability gaps is the cornerstone of the requirements that 
we design. Future adversaries will not stop advancing their 
own systems and tactics, so Army Aviation must work, in 
partnership with other warfighting functions, to maintain 
our advantage to enable credible deterrence and lethality. 
Aviation stakeholders must continue to explore additional 
capabilities in the FVL Family of Systems.

Conclusion
 The Army is at a pivotal stage in its efforts to field 
and integrate next-generation Aviation capabilities to 
support ground commanders. The efforts to date have been 
herculean, and although many envisioned early concepts 
are nearing reality, we must not relent in our pursuit. 
We remain committed to enabling a combined arms 
transformational approach – one that sees our enduring 
fleet adapt to innovative technology. The vision, charter and 
tenets laid out for the FVL CFT in recent years are more 
valid now than ever. The threats and challenges our nation 
faces are increasingly more complex. We must remain bold 
and resolute with how we forge the future force to compete 
and win. 

BG Philip “Cain” Baker is the Director of the Future Vertical Lift 
Cross Functional Team at Redstone Arsenal, AL.
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FARA Competitive Prototypes simultaneously received Improved Turbine Engines in October 2023. First flight tests are scheduled for FY24.
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Special Focus u2023 Cribbins Wrap Up
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T he Army Aviation Association of America sponsored 
the Annual Cribbins Readiness Conference 13-15 No-
vember 2022 at the Von Braun Center in Huntsville, 

AL. This year’s event brought both Army Aviation and indus-
try together in record numbers to focus on the state of Army 
Aviation and its future.
 The event began on Monday afternoon with a Foreign 
Military Sales Systems Sustainment Discussion moderated 
by past Army Aviation Branch Chief, BG (Ret.) E.J. Sinclair 
which was followed by a ribbon cutting and opening of the 
exhibit hall and a reception.
 On Tuesday morning, AAAA President, MG (Ret.) Walt 
Davis, opened the event officially  welcoming all the friends and 
partners in Army Aviation and reiterating our mission of sup-
port to the Soldiers and families of Army Aviation. 
 MG Thomas O’Connor, AMCOM commanding general, de-
livered the keynote address for the first full day and congratulated 
the winners of the 2023 AAAA National Functional Soldier and 
Unit Awards together with the Aviation Branch Chief Warrant 
Officer of the Branch, CW5 Mike Corsaro, and Branch Com-
mand Sergeant Major Kirk Coley.
 The at-capacity crowd listened to MG Wally Rugen, the di-
rector of Army Aviation, give detailed updates about the cur-
rent and future focus areas critical to Army Aviation from both 

the DA and Branch perspective, filling in for Branch Chief, 
MG Mac McCurry, who was mission diverted from the event.
 The afternoon working groups were well attended. The Avi-
ation community was on hand to hear the functional leaders’ 
thoughts in the areas of Predictive Logistics, chaired by MG 
(Ret.) Todd Royar; as well as from the capability managers from 
the Attack Helicopter, Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft, 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems, and Aviation Mission Systems 
and Architecture project offices, their industry counterparts, 
moderated by MG (Ret.) Walter Golden, and the discussions 
moderated by BG (Ret.) Tim Edens with PMs Utility Heli-
copter, Cargo Helicopter, Future Long-Range Assault Aircraft, 
and Fixed Wing project offices and their industry representa-
tives and ACM Lift. The afternoon ended with a Supply Chain 
Management working group chaired by MG (Ret.) Jim Myles.
 That same evening, the Army Aviation Scholarship Founda-
tion held its second scholarship fundraising dinner dance (see 
page 96 for more details). 
 Wednesday morning began with an update from Mr. Rod-
ney Davis, the Acting Program Executive Officer, Aviation. 
Mr. Joseph Giunta, a Senior Executive Service member and 
the Director of the Army Contracting Command at Redstone 
Arsenal, provided an update on the contracting efforts under-
way for Aviation. He was followed by COL Clint Cody, 101st 

Ready Now and Preparing for the Future – 
The Cribbins Readiness Conference!

1

2 3
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Combat Aviation Brigade commander with an in-depth look 
at readiness from the CAB perspective; and the morning ses-
sions wrapped up with an update from the Future Vertical Lift 
Cross-Functional Team director, BG Cain Baker.
 The working groups were standing room only for panels on 
Advanced Composites chaired by CSM Bradford Smith; fol-
lowed by another on Engineering, Sustainment and Supply 
Chain, within PEO Aviation, moderated by BG (Ret.) Steve 
Mundt; and the Aviation Future Technology Panel, with Mr. 
Keith Darrow, a Senior Executive Service member and the U.S. 
Army Combat Capabilities Development Command’s Avia-
tion and Missile Center Director, moderating.
 During the Early Bird reception on Monday afternoon, the 
AAAA Tennessee Valley Chapter presented their seven Mis-
sion Area awards for outstanding service to the various project 
management offices of the Program Executive Office Aviation.
 The expanded format for the Cribbins Conference has prov-
en to be a great success! Mark your calendars and we will see 
you on 11-13 November 2024!

1. Mayor Tommy Battle welcomes the attendees to Huntsville.
2. MG Tom O’Connor provides the keynote address on the opening day.
3. Mr. Rodney Davis and MG Wally Rugen cut the ribbon officially opening 
the exhibits at the 2023 Cribbins Aviation Readiness Conference with AAAA 
National Executive Group Members (l to r) MG (Ret.) Wally Golden, MG (Ret.) 
Walt Davis, MG (Ret.) Todd Royar, LTC (Ret.) Jan Drabczuk, and BG (Ret.) Tim 
Edens observing.
4. Working groups in the exhibit hall theater generated much interest and were 
well attended.
5. Tennessee Valley Chapter presented their Mission Area Awards during the 
opening reception ending with the posthumous induction of Mr. Bob Vlasics into 
the Silver Honorable Order of St. Michael for his more than 57 years of service, 
including membership in AAAA for 54 years. Shown are Bob’s widow, Katherine 
“Jeanne” Vlasics and close friends Tom Geoffrey (left) and Matthew Boenker 
(right), MG (Ret.) Walt Davis and chapter Sr. VP, COL Jay Maher.

6. 119 exhibitors filled South Hall at the Von Braun Center
7. CW3 Rudy R. Mendez, Jr., Co. B, 404th Avn. Spt. Bn., 4th Cbt. Avn. Bde., 
Fort Carson, CO, winner of the Logistics Support Technician of the Year award is 
congratulated by (l to r) CW5 Corsaro, CSM Coley, MG O’Connor, and MG (Ret.) Davis.
8. MAJ Jeffrey Frantz, CW5 John Holmes and 1SG Karl Kurz, commander, 
senior WO Advisor,  and senior noncommissioned officer, respectively, of 
Co. D, 3rd Bn., 160th Spec. Ops. Avn. Regt. (Abn.), Hunter Army Airfield, 
Savannah, GA, accept the Outstanding Logistics Support Unit of the Year 
award for the second year in a row.
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9. Mr. Kenneth “Buddy” Auten of DigiFlight, Huntsville, AL, accepts the 
2023 Material Readiness Award for an Individual.

10.DigiFlight CEO and President, Mr. Stan Oliver (holding plaque) accepts 
the 2023 Industry Team, Group or Special Unit and Small Business 
Material Readiness Awards together with Mr. Buddy Auten and Mr. Kevin 
Belden from the DigiFlight Apache New Equipment Training Team.

11.For the fourth year in a row, Ms. Kathy Hildreth, managing director and 
principal of M1 Support Services, L.P., accepts the Material Readiness 
Award for a Major Contractor for their operations at Ft. Novosel, AL!

12.SPC Tyler A. Schafer, Co. E, 3rd Avn. Regt., Hunter Army Airfield, GA, 
accepts the UAS Soldier of the Year award. Helping to congratulate him is 
Mr. Don Cattell (2nd from right) representing the award sponsor, General 
Atomics Aeronautical Systems.

13. CW3 Daniel C. Pearson, Co. F., 2nd Bn., 160th SOAR(A) at Ft. 
Campbell, KY, accepts the UAS Operations Technician of the Year award.

14. MAJ Hunter M. Thornal and 1SG William K. Kingdollar, commander 
and senior NCO respectively of Co. F., 2nd Bn., 160th SOAR(A) at 
Ft. Campbell, KY, accept the UAS Unit of the Year award. Helping to 
congratulate them is Mr. Jim Ryan, Sr., (2nd from right) representing the 
award sponsor, Textron Systems.

15. LTC Brent J. Pafford and CSM Timathy J. Bevis, commander 
and senior NCO respectively of 15th Military Intelligence Bn. (Aerial 
Exploitation), from Ft. Hood TX. accept the UAS Unit of the Year award 
for the second year in a row! Helping to congratulate them is Mr. Bunky 
Litaker (far right) representing the award sponsor, CAE USA Defense 
and Security.

9 10

11 12

13 14

15

http:// 10.digiflight 
http:// 11.for 
http:// 12.spc 
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I found myself in in a T-6 Texan fly-
ing 3-disk separation from a C-17 
as we approached Ft. Bragg’s Sic-

ily drop zone at 1,000 feet AGL. The 
mission for the day was to video an 
experimental light armored vehicle be-
ing low-level paradropped for the first 
time. The Flight Test Engineer (FTE) 
in my backseat must video everything 
from the moment the vehicle exits the 
C-17 until it hits the ground, and this 
is where things get complicated for me. 
As soon as the drogue chutes deploy, I 
must start a dive and a 2.5g turn to keep 
the load viewable in the FTE’s camera. 
With the armored vehicle now under 
canopy, there is an aerial debris field in 
its wake as a piece of plywood, various 
chunks of blocking and bracing, and 
the three drogue chutes float down. As 
I complete the first 270 degrees of my 
spiraling turn, I choose a path through 
the floating garbage field and go for it. 
Success! After that, it is simply a matter 
of keeping the orbit down to 100 feet 
before blasting back to the start point 
to video the next run.
 How did I, a Warrant Officer who 
began my career as a rotary wing Avia-
tor, end up there?  The simple answer is 
I applied for the Army Experimental 
Test Pilot (XP) program despite feeling 
underqualified. Every December, the 
Army Human Resources Command 
publishes a MILPER inviting Army 
Aviators to apply to become an XP. I 
would read the MILPER message each 

year; but I did not have an engineering 
degree, nor much of the other “highly 
desirable” academic experience. I would 
later learn this kind of self-elimination 
is very common. A successful XP is an 
operational Aviator who can understand 
the technical material and mission im-
pacts, then clearly communicate the is-
sues. Fortunately, I met an XP who told 
me “The board looks at the whole can-
didate, not just academics, so if you are 
interested in applying- just go for it.”
 I took his advice and after graduating 
United States Naval Test Pilot School I 
joined the Aviation Flight Test Direc-
torate (AFTD) in Huntsville, Alabama. 
AFTD performs test and evaluation for 
Aviation platforms and systems fielded 
by the Army. AFTD is part of the U.S. 
Army Redstone Test Center (RTC) 
which falls under Army Test and Evalu-
ation Command (ATEC), our motto is 
“Truth in Testing.” Tests can range from 
flight tests of one-off experimental air-
craft such as the upcoming Future Ver-
tical Lift Platforms, to testing electronic 
countermeasures, weapons systems, 
Aviator gear, and much more. There is 
always a new test on the horizon and 
the variety of test missions makes each 
day interesting. AFTD tests all variants 
of aircraft in the Army’s inventory and 
utilizes a small fleet of T-6D Texan IIs, 
C-12s, and MD-530Fs for safety chase, 
captive-carrying sensors, and other spe-
cial applications. Furthermore, with Fu-
ture Vertical Lift testing on the horizon, 
all XPs are encouraged to maintain cur-
rency on at least one fixed wing and one 
rotary wing platform. In fact, it’s com-
mon for an XP to maintain currency in 
more than one variant of each.

 Though its XPs are the most visible 
portion of flight test, AFTD is pre-
dominately manned by civilian employ-
ees. The FTEs are the backbone of the 
organization and   are integral to the 
planning, execution, and reporting of all 
AFTD tests. These engineers are often 
riding aboard test aircraft or in telem-
etry rooms closely monitoring real-time 
data. The FTEs are critical to the safe 
and successful execution of flight tests 
and a close-knit working relationship 
with the XPs is essential. FTEs are of-
ten called upon for creative solutions 
to complex issues spanning multiple 
engineering disciplines. They are tech-
nical experts who can rapidly digest 
complicated and voluminous data sets 
and provide timely, relevant, and critical 
feedback to the flight crew. 
 AFTD is unlike any other organiza-
tion in the Army. XPs and FTEs work-
ing in small teams testing the latest 
Aviation hardware is a special capability 
for the Army, and it’s an awesome ex-
perience for those of us who have the 
privilege to work there. Whenever I’m 
asked about the job, I echo the advice of 
the XP I spoke to long ago: “if you are 
interested in applying, just go for it.”  

CW4 Todd Wolfe is an experimental test 
pilot assigned to the Aviation Flight Test 
Directorate at Redstone Arsenal, AL.
If you are interested in learn-
ing more about becoming 
an experimental test pilot or 
flight test engineer, scan the 
QR code. Active-duty pilots 
can email the AFTD team at 
usarmy.redstone.atec.list.
rtc-xp-recruiting@army.mil.

The Army’s 
Aviation 
Flight Test 
Directorate
By CW4 Todd Wolfe

The author and FTE conduct photography 
rehearsal ahead of scheduled air drop.

u  From the Field

CW4 Wolfe was named the 2021 National 
Defense Industrial Association Army Military 
Tester of the Year. 
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u  From the Field

Significant life changes throughout 
an aviation career are inevitable. 
Duty station relocations, 

deployments, marriages, divorces, 
deaths, and other major events can 
interrupt the aircrew member’s 
daily equilibrium. Some who have 
these experiences adjust and achieve 
normal functioning. Others may 
experience adverse effects from life 
changes, including fatigue, irritability, 
and feelings of despair and sadness. 
Counseling and therapy can provide 
extra support while navigating these 
issues or presenting problems. Aircrew 
members who fall into this category are 
encouraged to seek behavioral health 
services. By addressing stressors early, 
the aircrew member can minimize 
negative outcomes, such as mood and 
depressive disorders. Behavioral health 
professionals (BHPs) stand ready 
for those who seek assistance. This 
article will orient aircrew members 
to the resources available to them 
and how seeking behavioral health 
services impact Flight Duty Medical 
Examinations (FDMEs). 

Who Can Help Me?
 First, aircrew members should 
understand the roles and functions 
of different BHPs. Under the clinical 
umbrella of behavioral health, there 
are psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, 
clinical social workers, and licensed 
professional clinical counselors. 
Psychiatrists are Doctors of Medicine 
who specialize in different aspects 
of behavioral health. Psychiatry 
licensure privileges them to prescribe 
psychotropic medication. Clinical 
psychologists hold an advanced 
degree in their field, yet they are not 
medical doctors. Instead, they receive 
specialized training and education to 
provide behavioral health services in 
different settings, such as hospitals, 
clinics, and community organizations. 
Clinical social workers can provide 
similar services as clinical psychologists. 
Additionally, clinical social workers 

will integrate other welfare services 
and programs to increase overall client 
wellness and reduce external factors 
impacting behavioral health. Lastly, 
licensed professional counselors are 
master’s or doctorate degree-level 
practitioners who provide behavioral 
health services within clinics and other 
social service organizations. While they 
serve most populations, many licensed 
professional counselors specialize in 
substance use. 
 There are non-clinical BHPs as well. 
One example is the Military Life and 
Family Counselor (MLFC). MLFCs 
do not assess, diagnose, or treat mental 
disorders as clinical practitioners do. 
However, they provide confidential 
non-medical counseling. Crisis 
hotlines are another source of typically 
non-clinical practitioners who address 
immediate behavioral health concerns. 
Clients who call crisis hotlines, such 
as 988, can expect to interact with 
crisis counselors. Non-clinical BHPs 
have different levels of training and 
educational requirements than at the 
clinical level.

What Can I Expect?
 Although there are several types 
of BHPs, encounters with them will 
follow the generally same format. 
At the first appointment with the 
BHP, the aircrew member can expect 
to undergo an intake to gather 
background information. Some may 
feel uncomfortable disclosing such 
personal information and can disclose 
as they are willing to share. Keep in 
mind the more information shared, 
the better the BHP can address needs. 
The BHP will ask the aircrew member 
to identify presenting problems and 
goals. Goals are important during the 
process as these will help keep the 
services on track. 
 Once the intake is complete and goals 
are established, behavioral health services 
will begin. The BHP will implement 
therapeutic modalities, medication, 
and additional resources over several 

sessions. As encounters progress, the 
BHP will continue to monitor changes 
in behavior and adjust treatment, as 
necessary. Services will conclude when 
BHP determines therapy goals are 
met or the aircrew member declines 
to continue therapy. Both scenarios 
yield to a final assessment of additional 
supportive resources recommended for 
the transition. 

Anything Else I Need to Know? 
 There are additional considerations 
when seeking behavioral health services. 
Whether seeking services through a 
call line, a text message service, or a 
practitioner’s office, the information 
disclosed is confidential. There are 
a few scenarios that will result in a 
mandatory reporting of a disclosure, 
such as immediate danger to self or 
other people. Most BHPs will provide 
you with information about mandatory 
reporting prior to the first appointment 
or you can request information. The 
DA Form 8001 outlines confidentiality 
limitations when receiving behavioral 
health care through military providers. 
Also, civilian behavioral health 
practices may have specific policies 
on accepting insurance when paying 
for care. This is an important question 
to ask prior to the first appointment 
to avoid a surprise bill in the mail. 
Insurance companies, such as Tricare, 
can provide a list of practitioners who 
accept their insurance policies. Lastly, 
there should be some expectations 
regarding progress during behavioral 
health services. For example, one may 
experience new or intensified feelings. 
Or someone may feel they are “stuck” 
and not seeing any improvement. Each 
person is different in their progress with 
presenting problems. Communication 
with the BHP is critical to get through 
the cause of these feelings. 

What About My Flight Physical? 
 The Aeromedical Policy Letters 
(APLs) remain the authority to 
assist flight surgeons in determining 

Behavior Health Services 
in Aviation  By CW2 Jennifer Smith
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behavioral health impacts on FMDEs. 
The APLs have sections that discuss 
behavioral health and associated 
support. For example, “Conditions 
that May Be of a Focus of Clinical 
Attention” defines aspects of the aircrew 
member’s life that can negatively 
impact wellness and outlines guidance 
to approach these concerns. Another 
example involves supplemental services 
to support medical treatment. The 
APL discusses how behavioral health 
services can enhance tobacco cessation. 
Counseling may be integrated into 
cessation medication therapy under 
the supervision of the flight surgeon 
as an option. These policies address 
circumstances that can impair the 
aircrew member’s focus and judgement 
while performing flight duties.
 When undergoing the FMDE, 
any behavioral health concerns are 
a conversation between the aircrew 
member and the flight surgeon. 
Medical history forms, such as the 
Periodic Health Assessment (PHA) 
or the DD 2807 (Report of Medical 
History), give the aircrew member 
the opportunity to communicate 
information to the flight surgeon. In 
addition to reviewing this information, 
the flight surgeon examines medical 
records and any BHP records for 
conditions, such as post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), depression, 
and anxiety. Consulting the APLs, the 
flight surgeon will make a final clinical 
determination. The flight surgeon may 
request further documentation in order 
to determine if the aircrew member can 
continue to fly.

How Can I Advocate for 
Myself?  
 You are your most important 
advocate. Remaining involved in your 
behavioral health care is crucial for the 
best outcome possible. Ask questions 
if unsure of the process for behavioral 
health services or the type of care you 
are receiving. Several resources can 
assist, such as BHPs and aeromedical 
personnel. In the case you do not feel 
your BHP is addressing your concerns, 
initiate a conversation to explore the 
issue and express needs. Be aware that 
most behavioral health practitioners 
outside of aeromedical teams may not 
understand the stringent requirements 
and restrictions that comes with Army 
aeromedical certification.

Where Do I Start?
 The U.S. Army provides resources 
to assist in times of need. Embedded 
behavioral health clinics and brigade 
behavioral health officers can provide 
clinical support. Current military 
mental wellness support programs 
include: the Military Life and Family 
Counselors (MLFC), Military 
OneSource, Army Community Service 
(ACS), Army Wellness Center (AWC), 
and behavioral health units in Military 
Treatment Facilities (MTFs). Using 
insurance, to include Tricare, may 

present availability of private behavioral 
health providers. Lastly, flight surgeons 
remain a great resource for behavioral 
health questions.

CW2 Jennifer Smith is a UH-72A 
MEDEVAC aviator assigned to Company 
D, 1st Battalion, 224th Aviation 
Regiment of the District of Columbia 
Army National Guard and is currently 
a Licensed Graduate Social Worker in the 
District of Columbia.

YOU can be a 
TOP GUN Recruiter!

and win $1,000
plus an expense paid trip to the 

2024 AAAA Annual Summit.

Annual prizes will also be awarded for 
the next highest recruiters:   

2nd - $400      3rd - $300     
4th - $200     5th - $100

Monthly recruiters are now also eligible for the 
$100 prize for recruiting efforts! 

Prize winners will be recognized in 
ARMY AVIATION Magazine and AAAA social media.

To find out more, go to quad-a.org 
and click on MEMBERSHIP FAQs.

http:// quad-a.org 
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Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
Special Feature

Editor’s Note: This is the next in a series of articles throughout the 
year taken from the pages of The VHPA AVIATOR, the newsletter 
of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association. 
Preserving the Legacy!  Enjoy    
        
  CW4 (Ret.) Joe Pisano, RVN 1970-1971

I n late 1969, after release from the hospital and a few 
months of rehabilitation, I was assigned to Ft. Wolters, 1st 
WOC, as a TAC Officer. 

 When the candidates were in their last two months of 
training, the workload for the TAC was light. By then, on 
average, 30 percent of the candidates had been dropped 
from the program. Most eliminations occurred during Pre-
Flight training, which was usually a result of the TAC officers’ 
decisions based on dishonesty, continued lack of attention to 
detail, or inability to comprehend and follow orders. Many 
more Candidates were lost in the early stages of flight training, 
and others failed due to academics. But after three months, the 
remaining candidates were doing fine, passing flight checks, 
getting good grades academically, and earning weekend passes. 
 My wife kept occupied working part-time on base as 
a beautician. When I had time off, we spent hours at the 
local park or lake Possum Kingdom. I bought a BSA 650cc 
motorcycle and, with other officers who had cycles, would 
occasionally ride through the countryside. 
 I couldn’t help but be proud of my Flight Platoon as I 
watched them march off to classes one Friday afternoon. Their 
appearance was up to the strictest military standards, and 
they felt good about themselves. They no longer had to run at 
double time. TACs weren’t accompanying them everywhere, 
and they’d call their cadences. This day, they marched to their 
song. When they reached the cadence’s end, they threw their 
arms in the air and shouted, “Whoopee! We’re all gonna die.” 
 They were aggressive, brash, cocky, confident, and 
intelligent men. Maybe they were not wise enough, however, 
to realize that they would be involved in the most dangerous 
job there was in Vietnam. Yet they were willing to serve with 
honor, and I couldn’t help but think that they had faith in 
their political leaders who were sending them off to war and 
confidence in their military trainers. They had faith in me and 
that I was doing right by them. Was I? 

 When they returned from the flight line, they immediately 
changed into their dress uniforms and formed with the rest of 
the company. I met with them briefly before they headed off 
for a weekend pass. They seemed giddy, anxious to get away. 
 “Enjoy the weekend. Company dismissed,” I said.
 “Big. Red. One,” they shouted and then quickly departed.
 I should have noticed that the barracks were empty, and 
not one candidate remained behind. I gave last-minute 
instructions to the unfortunate candidate who had Officer 
of the Day duty and headed for my motorcycle to go home. 
Except it wasn’t where I usually parked it. 
 What the hell? Did I park it out front? I walked around 
the front of the building, but it wasn’t there either. I walked 
into the front office and confronted the Officer of the Day. 
“Candidate, you know anything about my motorcycle?” 
 He jumped to attention. “Sir, Candidate Roberts, sir. No, sir.” 
 I eyeballed him for ten seconds. He’s not lying. Damn, 
someone’s stolen my motorcycle. 
 I didn’t want to call the military police in the candidate’s 
presence, so I walked upstairs to my office where, two floors 
up, was my motorcycle, all polished up. Not a single candidate 
was around to help me bring it back down the stairs. I couldn’t 
use the duty officer as he was required to stay in the office, so 
I headed to 2nd WOC where I knew plenty of candidates 
would be in the barracks. I shanghaied three, and we safely 
returned my motorcycle to ground level. 
 When I saw my Flight the following Monday morning, 
I said and acted as if nothing had happened, but I had my 
plans. That week went smoothly, and when Friday came 
around, they were all dressed up for their weekend pass. I 
wasn’t scheduled to be on duty, but I was there. 
 “Candidates, we have a problem,” I said as I held a small 
matchbox. “During the inspection of your rooms today, I 
found a dead aviator on a windowsill. You’ll pass by and pay 
your respects on your way back to your rooms. We’ll have a 
proper burial for this lost brother in the morning.” 
 There was a collective moan as they had anticipated a 
weekend pass. Then they marched by, quietly looking in the box 
in my hand that contained the body of a fly that had buzzed 
itself against the glass all day, dying legs up. After giving out a 
few assignments for the ceremonies in the morning, I quickly 
left. They were angry. I couldn’t help but think back to the night I 
was in pre-flight when the TAC harassed us into the wee hours. 

Memories of a TAC Officer
Excerpt from Honorable Intentions 
By Russell Jones



ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                87                                    December 31, 2023

Army Aviation Association of America 
Award Nominations Are Open

Recognize Outstanding Soldiers through our AAAA Awards Program! 

 The following morning, they were in their dress greens. 
Six candidates were pallbearers. One candidate was assigned 
a shovel, and he wore fatigues. Another candidate had the 
task of giving the eulogy, and several other candidates 
volunteered to say something about the departed. We 
marched across the street to a spot in the wooded field, the 
six pallbearers lugging a medic’s litter, which carried only 
the tiny matchbox. Where they found the medic’s stretcher, 
I didn’t know and didn’t ask.
 It’s impressive how soldiers, because of their training, will 
come together even in ridiculous circumstances. The eulogy 
was at least five minutes long and fitting for any soldier. The 
several candidates who gave remembrances sounded like 

they had known and flown with the departed aviator for 
years. The candidate with the shovel had his little ceremony 
as he shoveled a bit from the four points of a compass. 
 With instructions to change into their fatigues, the 
company returned to their barracks. There were moans 
again as they thought they’d have the rest of the weekend 
off. They had no way of knowing that the TAC officer wives 
had been busy bringing all the candidates’ wives, girlfriends, 
and family members living in the area to one of the picnic 
sites on base. The TACs brought beer, sodas, hot dogs, and 
chips, and all had a good time. The candidates 
were ready to graduate from the Army Primary 
Helicopter School and move on to Fort Rucker.

AAAA Functional Awards
Suspense: July 1

n AMSO Award  n ASE Award   n Avionics Award 
n Donald F. Luce Depot Maintenance Artisan Award     

Suspense: August 1
n Logistics Unit of the Year Award      

n Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution 
by a Small Business or Organization                                           
n Materiel Readiness Award for a 

Contribution by an Individual Member of Industry
n Materiel Readiness Award for a 

Contribution by a Major Contractor
n Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by an 

Industry Team, Group, or Special Unit

n UAS Soldier of the Year  n UAS Unit of the Year
n Fixed Wing Unit of the Year

 
Suspense: September 1 

n Air/Sea Rescue   n ATC Facility of the Year  
n ATC Unit of the Year  

n ATC Technician of the Year  
n ATC Controller of the Year   
n ATC Manager of the Year 

n DUSTOFF Medic of the Year   n Medicine Award   
n Trainer of the Year

AAAA Hall of Fame Inductions
Suspense: June 1

Presented at the Annual Army Aviation Mission Solutions Summit

All AAAA Nomination forms are available on the AAAA Website:  quad-a.org

http:// quad-a.org 
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Historical Perspective u
70th Anniversary of Army Aviation Magazine

Editor’s Note:  Throughout 2023 we have been celebrating the creation of Army Aviation Magazine in March 1953 by Founders, Art and 
Dotty Kesten, with articles about the 70-year history. We close out this year’s celebratory issues most appropriately by giving Art the final word.

70  years

MAGAZINE

THE VOICE OF THE 
ENTIRE ARMY AVIATION 

COMMUNITY

1953                                               2023

Randoms
By Art Kesten

 It finally happened! We’ve been sailing blissfully along 
for two-and-a-half years and thirty-two consecutive issues 
with news copy to spare. Always present was the horrible 
thought that this is a 100% voluntary publication and that 
perhaps one month the volunteers would submit insufficient 
copy to fill the issue. As we said, it happened! We clawed at 
the mailbox every day and it yielded nothing but Change of 
Address Cards.
 We sweated more profusely each passing day. By layout 
time, we had about seven pages of copy and were faced with 
twenty-five stark naked pages to fill. Would you like to be 
in our shoes? We’ve accepted good cold American cash in 
exchange for a monthly issue and even the screams from 
Formosa would be heard if we returned you to a 7-page 
Bulletin.
 Where is the unit pride we’ve tried our best to instill? 
Where are our missing correspondents? Where is the official 
news this publication badly needs? Everybody can’t be on 
leave or can they? 
 We will repeat our often made promise to you. We are here 
to serve you in whatever way we can. If in publishing your 
unit report we raise the morale of those mentioned—well 
good. If we happen to reunite two-widely-separated friends 
by extensive use of unit stories—well and good. But we can’t 
do either if the poop isn’t submitted. 
 The alternative – and it is a horrible one – is that your editor 
will have to fill ALL blank pages with his personal brand of 
information, and I use the word, “information,” reservedly. 
Eventually, I would have to draw upon some personal WW II 
experiences and I have no desire to enlighten if not displease, 
The Publisher in this respect.
  So please – let us know what YOU are doing in your unit 
and WHO is doing it.
 This publication was established on a “personal” basis; 
don’t let the PIO’s, manufacturers, Public Relations men, and 
SR’s take over the entire publication . . . 

   Your editor, Art Kesten. 

From page 31, ARMY AVIATION Magazine, 
Vol. 3, No. 10, Westport, Connecticut, October 
1955.
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Order of St. Michael 
Inductees
SILVER
CW5 Jeffery J. Caniglia Jr.
CSM Christopher T. Doss
Corpus Christi Chapter
LTC Thomas Bamford, Ret.
Oregon Trail Chapter
COL Geoffrey G. Vallee
Rio Grande Chapter
CSM Jermaine Baldwin
Tennessee Valley Chapter
CW5 Carlos Acevedo
Gregg A. Deetman

BRONZE
Air Assault Chapter
SSG Anthony Lombardo
Aviation Center Chapter
SFC Thomas Appelhanz
SFC Tabatha N. Farmer
CW3 Charles M. Graham
SSG Deanna M. Lucchesi
CW3 Justin D. Patterson
CW3 Brandon R. Pinero
CW5 Lemuel “Scott” Proffitt
CW3 Travis W. Schaures
SFC Daniel A. Smith
CW3 David J. Wier
Colonial Virginia Chapter
SFC Roberto Canales
SSG Mathew D. Ellis
CW3 Andrew Hunter, Ret.
SSG Caylon S. Madison
SFC Maurice L. Nanton
MSG Steven R. Reynolds
SFC Camille Zagaja
Gold Standard Chapter
COL Matthew Handy
LTC Robert M. Jendzio
CSM James R. McConnell, Ret.
COL Lawrence “Larry” Muennich
Griffin Chapter
1SG James T. Bryant
1SG Taofegauiai P. Cajina
LTC Rhian A. Hudson
CW4 Joseph E. Lorman
CW4 David A. Murray
Iron Mike Chapter
CSM Vincent Mannion
Mid-Atlantic Chapter
LTC Teresa M. Parrotta
Morning Calm Chapter
CPT Jared Habel
CPT Trevor Hendrickson
Prairie Soldier Chapter
CW4 Brent A. Brozovsky
ShowMe Chapter
CW5 Patrick F. Boudreaux
Tennessee Valley Chapter
Elisha Screws
Thunder Mountain Chapter
Marc E. Boudreau
SSG Bryant A. Dooley
Volunteer Chapter
SFC Randolph Scott
Washington-Potomac Chapter
SGM Derrick S. Kuhns

Winged Warriors Chapter
CW4 Torrey Callum

Honorable Knight
Inductees   
Gold Standard Chapter
1SG William Baker
SFC Thomas Dorsey
MAJ Christopher Rees
SSG Michael Wood
Phantom Corps Chapter
1SG Larry L. Young

Tennessee Valley Chapter
Dr. Wayne R. Hudry
Winged Warriors Chapter
MSG Adam Heins
No Chapter Affiliation
CSM Johnny M. Brown

Our Lady of 
Loreto Inductees 
Gold Standard Chapter
Jamie Sampsel

Pikes Peak Chapter
Cassie Gamez
Tennessee Valley Chapter
Elizabeth (Beth) Downer

FALLEN HEROES

AAAA is saddened to announce the recent loss 
of five Aviation Soldiers.

OCONUS
 The U.S. Army Special Operations Command announced the loss 

of five aviation Soldiers on November 10, 2023 when their MH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter experienced an in-flight emergency and crashed in the Mediterranean

 Sea while conducting aerial refueling training. All Soldiers were assigned to 
Company C, 1st Battalion, 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), 

stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

   CW3 Dwyer    CW2 Barnes    SSG Grone    SGT Southard              SGT Wolfe

Killed were:
 Chief Warrant Officer 3 Stephen Roy Dwyer, 38 of Clarksville, Tennessee
 Chief Warrant Officer 2 Shane Michael Barnes, 34, of Sacramento, California
 Staff Sergeant Tanner Wolf Grone, 26, of Gorham, New Hampshire
 Sergeant Andrew Paul Southard, 27, of Apache Junction, Arizona
 Sergeant Cade Michael Wolfe, 24, of Mankato, Minnesota

The accident is currently under investigation.

A memorial service was held on Friday, December 1, 
at the F&M Bank Arena in Clarksville, TN .

May they rest in peace.
(Information from Defense Department news releases and other media sources.)

AAAA 
Awards

AAAA Salutes the 
Following Departed…

COL Carl C. Johnson, Ret.              
Deceased 8/28/2023 

Charter member
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AAAAu NETWORK I RECOGNITION I VOICE I SUPPORT

The Chapter’s executive board has been reorganized in the 
last year, with many new faces stepping up and volunteering 
to support the various activities of the Chapter. The Chapter 
supports events, inside and outside the Ft. Novosel gates to 
remain relevant for the diverse membership that they support, 
from newly pinned aviators, seasoned NCOs, Aviation 
instructors, and retirees. 

Network
 The Aviation Center Chapter prides itself in providing op-
portunities for members and non-members alike to network 
and socialize during key Fort Novosel events. This year, the 
Chapter sponsored social events during the Aviation Senior 
Leader Forum, the Quarterly Aviation Synchronization Meet-
ings, and Industry Days in addition to their quarterly mem-
bership meetings. These events provided their members the 
opportunity to interact with branch senior leaders and other 
movers and shakers within Army Aviation. This summer the 
Chapter held membership meetings in conjunction with the 
renaming of Mothers Rucker’s to Big Mikes BBQ & Grill as 
well as the 60th Anniversary of the 145th Aviation Regiment 
attended by nine former battalion commanders of the unit 
ranging from the Vietnam Era to the present.

Membership
 The Aviation Center Chapter seeks to include the new-
est members of our branch, the young warrant, and com-
missioned officers at Ft. Novosel for flight training as well 
as those attending the NCO Academy, in all their Chapter 
events. Given the Chapter’s very diverse demographic, they 
strive to have representation from each of these groups at 
their quarterly membership meetings as well as their board 
meetings to ensure they are meeting their specific needs. The 
Chapter engages students that are at Ft. Novosel for flight 
school early in their training. Thanks to a partnership with 
the national office, the Chapter VP for membership distrib-
utes free flight logbooks to each new flight student and in-
vites them to join AAAA with a discounted membership. The 
Chapter encourages flight school students to transfer their 
memberships once they arrive at their first duty station. 

Recognition 
 The Aviation Center Chapter processes dozens of nomina-
tions for recognition each month. The VP for Awards heads 
up a diverse committee that evaluates these nominations and 
ensures that those who are awarded Bronze Order of Saint Mi-
chael, Our Lady of Loreto, and the Knight of the Honorable 
Order of Saint Michael have made significant or long-lasting 
contributions to the Army Aviation community. The Chapter 
has also supported several Silver awards and this year a couple 
of Gold awards, recognizing life long and significant contribu-
tion to Army Aviation and AAAA. The Chapter has recently 
begun to sponsor the recognition of the USAACE Instructors 
of the Quarter and USAACE Instructors of the Year from Ft. 
Novosel, Ft. Eustis, and Ft. Huachuca. 

Support 
 The Aviation Center Chapter supports several community 
organizations, members, and causes that enhance their exposure 
within the Wiregrass area. The Chapter is the chartering orga-
nization for the Ft. Novosel Boy Scouts of America Troop 50 
and supports them with volunteers and funding to a local orga-
nization that provides Thanksgiving meals to on-duty Soldiers, 
contractors, and needy local community members. The Chapter’s 
largest fundraising effort however is for the AAAA Scholarship 
Fund, which provided $22,500 in scholarship money for students 
of members in their Chapter. The Chapter annual AAAA Golf 
Scramble held in conjunction with Fort Novosel Industry Days 
in August brings many of their industry partners and Aviation 
senior leaders together to help raise funds for this effort. 
 Feel free to contact me if you need help for your Chapter, es-
tablish a new Chapter, Executive Board support, would like your 
Chapter featured in the AAAA magazine or to obtain clarifica-
tion of National procedures. 

LTC (Ret.) Jan S. Drabczuk
AAAA VP for Chapter Affairs  

jan.drabczuk@quad-a.org.

AAAA Chapter Affairs  By LTC (Ret.) Jan Drabczuk 

I greatly appreciate the support from COL Marcus Gengler, Aviation Center Chapter President, CW5 (Ret) Sam Baker, Senior VP, and 
CW3 (Ret) Michael Monaghan, VP Publicity for sharing this information with our membership.
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The Aviation 
Center Chapter
By LTC (Ret) Jan S. Drabczuk

Greetings from the Home of 

Army Aviation, located at newly 

redesignated Fort Novosel.  
Chapter officers pause for a photo while setting up the annual AAAA 
Scholarship Fundraiser Golf Scramble on Aug. 8, at Silver Wings Golf Course, 
Fort Novosel, AL.
 

mailto:jan.drabczuk@quad-a.org
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AAAA Chapter News
Air Assault Chapter Quarterly Meeting

Left to right, COL (Ret.) “Hawk” Ruth, Chapter 
President; COL Chris Cook, Deputy Regiment 
Commander, 160th SOAR; COL Mohammed 
Daud Sakhi, Deputy Commander, Special 
Mission Wing, Afghanistan; COL Jeffrey 
Poquette, PM Future Long Range Assault 
Aircraft and guest seaker; and COL Clint Cody, 
commander, 101st CAB at the 4th quarter 
meeting of the Air Assault Chapter held on 
October 19, 2023 at Fort Campbell, KY.

Morning Calm Chapter Supports 
2CAB Event

COL Benjamin S. Boardman, commander, 2nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade, hosted an annual 
brigade Organization and Family Day on 
July 28, 2023. He opened the event with an 
entire brigade formation and then proceeded 
to hand out several AAAA chapter awards 
including MTP of the year, Safety officer of the 
year, and Helicopter Maintainer of the year.

AAAA Order of St. 
Michael Inductees

Colonial Virginia Chapter
MSG Ryan W. 
Ford is inducted 
into the Bronze 
Honorable Order 
of St. Michael by 
CW5 Tony Koselke, 
s tandard i za t i on 
pilot, on October 

30, 2023, at Ft. Eustis, VA. Ford has been a 
project lead on numerous ASE and communi-
cations upgrades to both RW and FW aircraft. 
His efforts have provided cost saving mea-
sures in excess of $300,000 and led to many 

safety upgrades to numerous US Army Air 
Frames. His next assignment is as a research 
and development special projects NCO.

Oregon Trail Chapter

COL Geoffrey G. Vallee is inducted into 
the Silver Honorable Order of St. Michael 
by LTC Nathan P. Edgecomb, 2nd Bn., 
641st Avn. Regt. commander, on October 
15, 2023 at AASF #1 in Salem, OR. Vallee 
was recognized for his career-long support 
of Army Aviation to include as commander 
of the 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade and 
serving as the Oregon National Guard G-3.

Tennessee Valley Chapter

Mr. John Van Houten is inducted into the 
Bronze Honorable Order of St. Michael on 
October 18, 2023 at Redstone Arsenal, AL 
by COL Burr Miller, manager of the Aviation 
Mission Systems and Architecture project of-
fice, Mr. Arturo Medellin, AMSA deputy project 
manager and CSM (Ret.) Randy Wise. Van 
Houten was recognized for his critical support 
to PM AMSA for over 17 years on the occa-
sion of his change of duty to chief engineer for 
the Program Executive Office, Aviation.

Washington Potomac Chapter
LTC Tyler     
Eikenberry, 
Aviation safety 
and standards 
branch chief, 
National Guard 
Bureau, is in-
ducted into 
the Bronze 

Honorable Order of St. Michael by COL 
Brendan Cullinan (left), AAAA Washington 
Potomac Chapter member, on Septem-

ber 28, 2023 at Davison Army Airfield, Ft. 
Belvoir, VA. Eikenberry was recognized for 
outstanding contributions as brigade logis-
tics officer and fixed wing aviator during his 
assignment at The Army Aviation Brigade 
(TAAB).

MSG Warren Johnson was inducted into 
the Bronze Honorable Order of St. Michael 
by COL Aaron Schilleci (left), Army National 
Guard Aviation and Safety Division Chief, 
and Mr. Stephen Burns (right), Deputy 
Division Chief and Washington-Potomac 
Chapter Vice President for Scholarships, 
on October 12, 2023 at Arlington, VA. 
Serving as the Senior Aviation Training NCO 
on the Aviation and Safety Division, MSG 
Johnson was recognized for his outstanding 
management of over 24,000 enlisted and 
officer training seats in over 99 courses 
across 7 different Aviation schoolhouses 
involving all components.

Mr. John “Jack” Daniels is inducted 
as a Knight of the Order of Saint Michael 
award by COL Travis McIntosh, HQDA G-8 
Aviation Force Development Division Chief, 
and Ron Lukow, Washington-Potomac AAAA 
Chapter President on September 29, 2023, 
in Arlington VA, during the chapter’s monthly 
membership meeting “Final Friday.” Daniels 
was recognized for his 21 years of selfless 
service and significant and long-lasting 
impact on not only the Army at large, but 
on Army Aviation, it’s Soldiers, and their 
families. Pictured (from left to right) are 
Lukow, Daniels, Mrs. Emmy Daniels, wife, 
and COL Travis McIntosh.

OSMs Continued on page 101 
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AAAA Membership Update By CW4 (Ret.) Becki Chambers

I’ve reached out to a few to share updates on what has 
happened in their life since their profile article was published. 
Here is Part 1. Part 2 will be in next month’s issue.

Ashley Sanchez – January 2020
     I’m currently in Wiesbaden, 
Germany working as a technical 
inspector as NCOIC of Quality 
Control shop part of D/1-214 
GSAB. I picked up SSG in 
November 2020. I am currently 
enrolled in Airframe and Powerplant 
classes, hopefully obtaining my 
license in a few months. All is well, 
Derek my husband is doing good as 
well. I miss all of you and hope all is 
good with you and the team! 

Aubrey Bloom – October 2020

 Emily and I bought our first house in July of 2021, and 
now live just outside of Huntsville, AL. I am working as a 
Contract Flight Test Engineer for ERC at AFTD, RTC full 
time, on the AH-64D/E MUMT project. I am also a UH-
60L, soon to be 60V line pilot for A CO 1-230 AHB out 
of Nashville, TN, for the TNARNG. I am still a member 

of the NEB and have recently (August) been elected as the 
Region III representative to the WO Board for NGAUS. 
 Emily and I now have our first child, a son, Bennett. 
He just turned 2 in September. Life is very busy, and full 
of surprises, but we are grateful for where we are, and the 
blessings God has provided. 

Claire & Ian Curry – March 2021
 When this article was 
written, Ian was Con-
sultant Advisor Avia-
tion Medicine. Claire 
worked in the joint he-
licopter command in the 
UK. Aug 2021, as UK 
came out of COVID, we 
returned to Fort Rucker 
where Ian took up his 
previous Aviation Med-
icine Research post at 
USAARL. Claire was 
fortunate enough to 
be selected as the Brit-

ish Liaison Officer again - this time as a Lt Col instead of 
Major. One of previous tasks in 2015-18 was setting up UK 
conversion to Echo training with USAACE G3 so on the 
return tour it has been rewarding to see the final AQC(T) 
and have 25 initial Apache AQC students & a handful of 
IPs & MTPs pass through Rucker (now Novosel). We al-
most feel like locals & it will be hard to leave Alabama and 
the US military to head home at the end of our tour. Other 
than that, adopted a stray dog off the Street - now a set 
of Bose Noise Cancelling Headphones & an AAC beret 
lighter due to “teething.”  Get to work with a great bunch 
of US and fellow foreign LNOs from Europe, Canada, and 
Australia. We consider ourselves most fortunate to be back 
here every day. 
 Please be sure to read Part 2 in next month’s issue. – Becki

CW4 (Ret.) Becki Chambers
AAAA Vice President for Membership
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The Membership Corner

One of the joys of writing this article is all the 
wonderful people I have had the pleasure of 

meeting since I started in this position in 2018, many 
of which I now consider to be good friends.

PE
RS

ON
AL

 P
HO

TO

PE
RS

ON
AL

 P
HO

TO



ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                   93                                           December 31, 2023

AAAANETWORK I  RECOGNIT ION I  VO ICE I  SUPPORT uu NETWORK I RECOGNITION I VOICE I SUPPORT

New AAAA
Life Members
Arizona Chapter
MAJ Shannon Lancaster
Aviation Center Chapter
CW4 Scott Morgan
Idaho Snake River Chapter
SGT Jack R. Knutson
WO1 Logan T. Lusk
SGT Allen L. Roberts
SSG Jason S. Woods
Jersey Chapter
Mr. Aaron Schuler
Tennessee Valley Chapter
LTC John Brooks
Washington-Potomac Chapter
LTC John O’Sullivan, Ret.

New AAAA 
Members
Air Assault Chapter
CW2 Colton Thompson
Arizona Chapter
Ms. Reece Max
Ms. Susan McAdams
Mr. Dominic Rigo
Aviation Center Chapter
CSM Jean Pierre Alcedo
CPT Samuel Arreguin
Mrs. Ann Carr
CW3 Joshua DeWitt
Mr. Kevin Goodwin
SFC Robert Riley
MAJ Deserae Wood
Badger Chapter
Dr. Mark Cotteleer
Ms. Karen Grimes
Ms. Silivija Papka
Battle Born Chapter
SFC James Fletcher
Bluegrass Chapter
Ms. Angela L. Brand
Mr. Travis Carpenter
Central Florida Chapter
Mr. Christopher Berry
Mr. Don Gorman
Ms. Erika Hursey
Mr. Pierre Iskandar
SPC Kierstann Lee Knowles
Mr. Chris Marot
Ms. Arrabella McDermott
Colonial Virginia Chapter
Mr. Joshua Boisselle
Ms. Monica Bryant
Ms. Latosha Davis
Ms. Sharonda M. Downing
Dr. Rokasha T. Edmondson
Mr. Johnathan Guadalupe
LTC Cameron Keogh
Mrs. Latoya D. Rivers
Connecticut Chapter
Mr. Andy Hamelynck
Mr. Daniel Harrington
Mrs. Kimberly Proto
Corpus Christi Chapter
Mr. Riley Futrelle
Mr. Steve Garza
Mr. Richard Perez Medrano
Mr. Curtis F. Titus
Delaware Valley Chapter
Mr. Dave Blake
Mr. Maurizio D’Angelo
Mr. Richard Dukes
Mr. James Palmieri
Mr. Geremia Puccini
Mr. Lawrence Wasnock
Desert Oasis Chapter
CW5 Jay Pofcher
Flint Hills Chapter
CPT Joseph Ellison
Frontier Army Chapter
Mr. Francis Dillon

Great Lakes Chapter
WO1 John S. Votzke
Greater Atlanta Chapter
LtCol David Cooperman, Ret.
Grizzly Chapter
Mr. Matthew Nichols
High Desert Chapter
1LT Brandan Walker
Idaho Snake River Chapter
Mr. Chris Collins
SPC Conor Lee. Cook
Mr. Jacob Hart
Ms. Ashley Hosoda
SGT Allen L. Roberts
SSG Jason S. Woods
Iowa Chapter
SSG Daniel L. Bolibaugh
CSM Matthew Doty, Ret.
Iron Mike Chapter
CW3 Odilon (Paul) Orduno
SFC William Pinto
Jersey Chapter
Mr. Aaron Schuler
Jimmy Doolittle Chapter
TSgt Matthew Leinbach
Mr. Neal Mckinstry
Keystone Chapter
CAPT Hong Min Baik
Mr. Alden Bushnell
Lindbergh Chapter
Mr. Cuper Cansaya
Mr. Valen Wagner
Magnolia Chapter
LTC Robert Corley, Ret.
Mr. Richard Descoteaux
Mr. Joe Gibbons
Mr. Nick Malkovich
Mid-Atlantic Chapter
Mr. Daniel Cardiello
Mr. Eric Hughes
Mr. Joseph Mollenkamp
Mr. Matteo Ragazzi
Mrs. Shannon Stambersky
Minuteman Chapter
Ms. Amy Johnson
Mohawk Chapter
Mrs. Julia M. Brammer
SGT Nicholas Cavanaugh
1SG Charles garretto
2LT John Hartman
SSG John Landon
Mr. Mike Lapp
SGT Peter Lawton
Mrs. Laura Panarese
Morning Calm Chapter
1LT Hanna Cha
Mount Rainier Chapter
CPL Troy Gaines
1SG Jeremy Gribble
1LT Agyapong Oduro-Kwarteng
SFC Justin Warner
North Country Chapter
SSG Timothy Brown
SSG Rhys William Coffey
SSG Daniel Gonzalez
Mr. Kyle Hartman
CW3 David Landerman
MAJ Taylor McCurry
SPC Paul Null
CW4 Patrick Reape
SPC Norberto Rebolta
North Star Chapter
SGT Jonathan Erickson
North Texas Chapter
Mr. Brian Adkisson
Mr. Cliff Anderson
PFC Louis Thomas Bandlow, II
Mr. Mike Cox
Mr. Brian Ford
Mr. Doug Gill
Mr. Joe Gray
Ms. Breanne Hardison
Mr. Scott Helsing

Mr. Brian Hopkins
Mr. Brandon Johnson
Ms. Molly Mehle
Mr. Darrell Miller
Mr. Randy Rankin
Ms. Lekel Richardson
Mr. Chad Schmitz
Mr. Chris Weidler
Miss Brooke Whittaker
Northern Lights Chapter
MAJ Matthew Skinner
Old Tucson Chapter
1SG David Sanders
Oregon Trail Chapter
Mr. Jonathan Coy
Pikes Peak Chapter
CW4 Scott Franklin, Ret.
Prairie Soldier Chapter
Mr. Brian Ryba
Mr. Dave Shipperbottom
Rio Grande Chapter
CW5 Donald F. McHugh
CSM Eduardo Santiago
CW2 Heath Smith
Rising Sun Chapter
SFC Loyd Black, Ret.
LTC Nicklaus Carlin Franck
Savannah Chapter
CPT Connor Byrne
MAJ Denver A. Dietrich
Southern California Chapter
Mr. Eduardo Cisneros
WO1 Joshua S. Ramos
Mr. Tyson Silengo
CW3 John M. Trojanowski
Stonewall Jackson Chapter
Mr. Kyle Baker
CW2 Brandon Luzier
Tarheel Chapter
CW3 Stephen Burns
Tennessee Valley Chapter
Mr. Scott Anderson
Mr. Heath Bell
Ms. Theresa Beshenich
Mr. Haris Bhatti
Ms. Brittany Binford
Mr. Jordan Bolte
Mr. Alex Boyd
LTC John Brooks
Mr. Brian Cayse
Mr. Jonathan A. Davis
Mr. Patrick J. Dierks
Miss Anna Fernandez
Mr. Andy Gross
Mrs. Melanie Hardt
Mr. Rasheem Hargett
Mr. Milan Hemrajani
Mr. David L. Jones
MAJ Lonnie R. Jordan
Dr. Timothy Klein
Mr. Randy Kramer
Mr. Lucas Lawlor
Ms. Marlen Leon
Mr. Thomas Mangano
Mr. Will Mason
Mr. Josh McNeil
Mr. Dwayne Morton
Mr. Jack Munster
1SG Richard Odom, Ret.
Mr. Carey Oliver
Mr. Brandon Seoane
Mr. Rick Stanford
Mr. Merton Stephens
Mr. Steven Steudlein
Mr. Van Strickland
Ms. Jutta Welschoff
Ms. Julia Wright
Mr. Aviel Yahav
Mr. Victor Zuev
Thunderbird Chapter
Mr. Charles Bacon
SGT Jennifer Dixon
Mr. Tom Tyson

Utah Chapter
Mr. Michael DiMaria
Mr. Tim McDavid
PV2 Sarah Nicole Mcsweeney
Mr. Todd Powers
Volunteer Chapter
Mr. Daniel Becnel
CW3 Derek Leigh Garland
Washington-Potomac Chapter
Mr. Tony Adams
Ms. Dava Baumann
Mr. Edward Dodd
Mr. Shayne Forsyth
Mr. Ron Frazier
Miss Lauren Garufi
Ms. Janet Guertin
Mr. Binh Ho
Mr. Jeff Ketcham
Mr. Vijay Khilnani
LTC John O’Sullivan, Ret.
Mr. Asif Rahman
Ms. Lauren Robertson
Mrs. Veronica Rodriguez
Mrs. Suzanne Schumacher
Mr. Ryan T. Scoble
Mr. Kurt Sehnert
CSM Thomas Suraci
Mr. Drew Tharp
Mr. Scott Volkert
Mr. Ryan Zupancic
Winged Warriors Chapter
CPT Nicholas Lake
MAJ Lance Randles
Wright Brothers Chapter
CPT Brian Smith, Ret.
No Chapter Affiliation
SSG Cipriani P. Beo
Mr. Michael Brooks
Ms. Lindsey Chapman
MAJ Ken Cheeseman, Ret.
Mrs. Linda Connolly
MAJ Alex Cramphorn
PFC Erica J. Cummings
MAJ Peter Curtis
Mr. Kyle A. Cybulski
SGT Ricky Delgado
COL Jack Dills, Ret.
Mr. Samuel Dinnar
SPC Joseph Michael Doria
SGT Tyler Dorroh
Mr. Ben Dufresne
CW4 Brandon Durham
CPT David M. Dwight
1LT Kimberly Eisenhauer
Mr. Ian Ferguson
SPC Anthony Richard Filante
Mr. Daniel Fiset
MAJ Rob Gittoes
Mr. Pete Hammond
Mr. Gabor Hasko
Mr. Doug Herrmann
LTC Randal Hobbs
MSG Alexander Kiouressis
2LT Alycin R. Labbe
Mr. William Ladigo
Ms. Lindsey Lange
Mr. Ralph Timothy Lawrence
Ms. Caroline Long
Mr. Tyler Loomis
CPT Jia Lu-Schmitz
Mr. Sean Lynch
Ms. Claudia Martinez
CPT Benjamin S. Maxson
Mr. Matthew McCall
COL Timothy McConvery, Ret.
Mr. Mark Meixner
Mr. Keith Menezes
Mr. Caleb Miller
LTC Todd R. Miller
CW3 Steven T. Moore
SPC Connor Edward Musial
Mr. Nicholas M. Noorman
Mr. Peter Wayne Norton

Ms. Hannah Oliver
PV2 Daniel Jacob Patterson
Mr. Larry Pollard
Mr. Jeremy Ramos
CW4 Josiah Reuter
PV2 Angel Reyna
Mr. Joseph Richards
Mr. DeWayne Rittenhouse
Mr. Pablo Rodenas
MAJ Oziel Rodriguez
Mr. JoseVicente Sanchis
Mr. Salvador Sanchis
1LT Nicole A. Schripsema
MAJ Kyle Selig
SGT Tyquez T. Sims
SPC John Devon Skaggs
SFC Kyle D. Smith
PV2 Alejandro Sosa
Mr. Benjamin E. Thomason
CPT Wayne Thompson
MAJ Daniel Tidd
PV2 Ryan Andrew Van
1LT Courtney A. von Klinggraeff
PFC Uriah Walton
SFC Riley Watts
Mrs. JoAnna Weyer
CW3 Bryan White
Mr. Kent Williams

Lost AAAA 
Members
Help AAAA locate a lost member 
from this list and receive a FREE 
one month extenion to your 
AAAA membership.
CPT Robert S. Boham
Mr. Harold V. Bowie, Jr.
COL Fred E. Brown, Ret.
LTC Jeffery D. Brown
Mr. Rickey J. Brown
MAJ James E. Bruckart
Mr. E. W. Cavanaugh
LTC Richard G. Cercone, Jr.
LTC Tzu-Shan Chang
COL James A. Coar, Ret.
MAJ Harry L. Connors, Jr. Ret.
Mr. Bruno Cussigh
2LT Arthur W. Galloway
Mr. William H. Gillispie
Mr. Michael F. Glass
MAJ Gregory W. Glover
Ms. Mary H. Gorman
COL Gerhard Granz, Ret.
LT Tyler Grubic, PhD
Mr. Jason Hager
COL Jose L. Hinojosa, Ret.
CW4 Delbert Jackson, Ret.
LTC Randy K. Jackson
CW3 Jeffrey J. Jelonek
MAJ David A. Jobe
Dr. Morey J. Kolber, PhD
LTC Peter D. Kowal
CW3 Vladimir Kultschizky
CW3 Timothy J. Larz
MSG David W. Little, Ret.
LT Chad Milam
SGM Ivonne M. Morrison, Ret.
MAJ Darrel B. Nerove
Mr. Fred A. Newcomb
1LT Andrew J. Norton
SFC Henry R. Rathbone, Ret.
LTC Martin Scheld
Mr. Thomas R. Schiltz
LTC Jerry D. Scott
LTC Jay Q. Smith
MAJ James F. Speelman
LTC Friedrich Stern
WO1 Armando B. Torres
MAJ L.D. Walker
Mrs. Rose Weast
Mr. Andy Wilson
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The following are some takeaways from the four Family Fo-
rums I participated in on-line at https://www.ausa.org/2023-
annual-meeting/live-streams.
 Army’s Secretary Christine Wormuth, Chief of Staff GEN 
Randy George, and SMA Michael Weimer fielded questions 
about “Wicked Hard Problems” during a Senior Leaders 
Town Hall Meeting. 
 Concerns surfaced about the “My Army Post” smart app not 
being user friendly or relevant. GEN George said he appointed 
a team of Army software engineers to interview hundreds of 
Soldiers and spouses at different levels to determine what in-
formation and resources would be most helpful to build into 
the app. He gave them 30 days to provide a working solution 
but welcomed more input to implement further improvements.  
 Oversite and accountability issues with contractors for 
housing and PCS moves are ongoing. Wormuth asked for ad-
ditional patience as the Service takes all the recommenda-
tions provided by GAO (Government Accounting Office) in 
September concerning poor quality of life in the barracks, as 
well as those to be generated when Weimer hosts a future 
Barracks Summit.  
 The audience was asked what factors most affected the decision 
to continue serving. Salary and Operational Tempo were answers 
provided via smart phones. George indicated he is in the process 
of reviewing current practices and requirements with the intent 
of “clawing back time from unnecessary maintenance hours and 
training that could be better spent at home….. We must learn 
to say no to certain things!” while families need to know what to 
expect in relation to OPTEMPO.
 Negative comments surfaced about landlords raising their 
rent in relationship to the increase in BAH. Surveys from lo-
cal levels will help to determine how to improve the situation.   
 State rules vary for families wanting to homeschool their 
children and it can be troublesome, so George agreed to “look 
at” them. 
 Recurring themes throughout the four forums focused on 
spouse employment opportunities and health care. Recent sur-
veys indicate unemployment declining among spouses, but 
still nuanced. Last year a quarter of Army spouses lost their 
jobs; a third started working; and 10% went from full-time to 
part-time. PCS moves, living off-post, and having children at 
home contributed to spouse unemployment. Programs like 
MY SECO (Military Spouse Education & Career Oppor-

tunities), and MSCAP (Military Spouse Career Accelerator 
Program) can be instrumental in obtaining employment with 
info on www.MilitaryOneSource.mil.
 The Services have the largest child-care program in the 
world, but more innovative ways are always needed and con-
tinually being worked.
 Most States are implementing License Reciprocity, accord-
ing to George, but getting the word out to those needing it, 
taking advantage of reimbursements provided, and working 
with local communities is still required.   
 TRICARE is competitive, but finding providers to accept 
it remains an ongoing challenge. This, along with a nation-
wide health care worker shortage, is causing a turn to virtual 
care options and traveling clinicians and is becoming avail-
able through many installations. 
 Working within the Enterprise Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program (E-EFMP) program can be challenging; how-
ever, families should still enroll at efmp.army.mil.
 Coordinating medical records through GENESIS, an elec-
tronic health database, which shares clinical notes from pro-
viders within the Military Health Care System is an ongoing 
process, while not perfect, is getting better.   
 Suicide rates are still troubling, but Wormuth advocated 
“Living must carry value and more than preventing suicide is 
the need to create lives that are worth living and it does not 
just mean calling 911 or getting a referral for therapy.”  
 Educating Soldiers and their families to the myriad of 
resources available is vital, and while each community has 
different needs, there are Family Life and Clinically Trained 
Chaplains and Military Life Counselors at each to help.  
 Commanders have the tools to get families and Soldiers 
ready, but empowering leaders at lower levels to do the same 
can be the first step to helping young Soldiers not under-
standing teamwork connect with our Army Family and make 
a difference in their acquiring resiliency.   

Judy Konitzer is the family forum editor for ARMY AVIATION; 
questions and suggestions can be directed to her at judy@quad-a.org.

AAAA Family Forum

Updates from 2023 AUSA Family Forums 
By Judy Konitzer 
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skyrocketed this year for the AUSA 

2023 Annual Meeting and Exposition in 

Washington D.C. on 9 -11 October. 

Army Secretary Christine E. Wormuth, Chief of Staff GEN Randy A. George, 
and SMA Michael R. Weimer provide updates and answer questions from 
the audience as well as from virtual attendees during the Senior Leaders 
Town Hall, Family Forum IV at AUSA’s 2023 Annual Meeting and Exposition 
in Washington D.C, October 9-11. 

http://https://www.ausa.org/2023-annual-meeting/live-streams.
http://https://www.ausa.org/2023-annual-meeting/live-streams.
http:// www.militaryonesource.mil.
http:// efmp.army.mil.
mailto:judy@quad-a.org
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u Advertiser Spotlight

KIHOMAC

KIHOMAC is a high-technical content aerospace design and manufacturing firm. 
Competencies include metals, specialty composites and combinations (e.g. honeycomb 
bonded structures for aircraft). KIHOMAC designs & produces DoD & Commercial products. 
The company has reverse engineering/engineering capability (structural/electrical/
mechanical/electro-mechanical); rapid prototyping and low-to-high-rate production 
capability of complex aerospace parts/assemblies. Products include the UH-60 Crew-Chief/
Gunner Seat.

Catergories :Manufacturing, Veteran-Owned Business, Minority-Owned Business
Size of Company: Medium 100-999 Employees     

                                                                              https://www.kihomac.com

JANUARY 2024
1 Submission Deadline – National Awards and Top Chapter
12 ARMY AVIATION Magazine 2023 Photo Contest Deadline

15 Submission Deadline – Scholarship Application Supporting Documents

MARCH 2024
6-9 HAI Heli-Expo 2023, Atlanta, GA

21-23 35th Annual International Women in Aviation Conference, Orlando, FL
26-28 AUSA Global Force Symposium & Exposition, Huntsville, AL

UPCOMING EVENTS

uNew Army Aviation Book

The 600 m.o.l. – 
Black Helicopter 
Pilots in Vietnam
Second Edition:
Tuskegee Glory
By Dr. Joe Ponds
 It is the story about the 
U.S. military’s 600 more or 
less – Black helicopter pilots 
who experienced combat duty 
in Vietnam, some making the 
ultimate sacrifice of giving their 
lives, and who certainly have a place in U.S. history.
 The book can be ordered from the publisher Book 
locker.com at https://www.booklocker.com/p/books/13044.
html?s=pdf  or your favorite neighborhood or online bookstore.
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The ‘60s and ‘70s came alive at the AAAASFI Dinner 
Dance. Led by our Army Aviation Hall of Famer, the ever 
shy and retiring CW5 (Ret.) Dave Cooper, Master of Cer-

emonies extraordinaire, the attendees grooved to the fabulous 
music and generously supported the SFI’s Scholarship Fund. 
 Our event was made possible by the generous support of our 
entertainment and table sponsors. Our fabulous entertainment, 
“Party on the Moon,” was sponsored by Amentum. Our Diamond 
event sponsor, for the second year in a row, was System Studies 
& Simulation, Inc, under the brilliant leadership of CEO Jan 
Smith. Followed closely by our Platinum sponsors, the Vietnam 
Helicopter Pilots Association, Bell Helicopter and Airbus.
 Over the years, AAAA has spent millions of dollars sup-
porting the Scholarship Foundation which has resulted in a 
huge impact on many, many AAAA families. A special thanks 
goes to the AAAA President, MG (Ret.) Walt Davis, along 
with Executive Director, Bill Harris, and the entire AAAA 
staff for their hard work.
 We had 3 special guests, Mr. Jon Graft, Mrs. Jessica Bailey 
Lallier, and Ms. Catherine Sendak. Last year the Scholar-
ship Board created a National Memorial Grant in honor of 
our very first scholarship recipient, Joel Graft. Joel’s brother 
Jon and his wife were able to join us and Jon shared with us 
the importance of the SFI to his family. We were also joined 
remotely by Mrs. Jessica Bailey Lallier, sister of 1LT Kath-
ryn Bailey, a Black Hawk pilot who lost her life in a training 
accident in 2017. Jessica runs an event every year in honor 
of her sister and has donated over $100,000 to the Scholar-
ship Foundation. Lastly, we had the pleasure of hearing from 
Ms. Catherine Sendak, a scholarship recipient and daughter 
of COL (Ret.) Ted and Chris Sendak. She is currently the 
Director, Transatlantic Defense and Security for the Center 

for European Policy Analysis. We enjoyed learning what the 
scholarship meant to her and her family.
 To sustain the great work of this Foundation, the Scholar-
ship Foundation conducted our first Silent Auction. We are 
thrilled to report it was an amazing success and exceeded our 
modest expectations due to the generosity of the item donors 
and our bidders.  
 During dinner we accepted cash donations and WOW, 
did the attendees come through for the SFI General Fund. 
A generous donation of $30,000 helped us set a new fund 
raising record of over $57,400 from the online live giving do-
nation platform and more than $8,230 from the Silent Auc-
tion. Additionally, table sponsorships added $31,000 to our 
revenue, bringing our grand total to over $96,600!
 The SFI Dinner/Dance clearly demonstrated that for the 
last 60 years, the AAAA Scholarship Foundation has helped 
recognize excellence, keep memories alive, and support Sol-
diers’ families. And we couldn’t do it without your generous 
support – Well done, everyone!

COL (Ret.) Karen Lloyd is the 21st president of the AAAA 
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. Board of Governors.

  AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

Oh, What A Night… Mid-November 2023!
By COL (Ret.) Karen Lloyd
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Left: Revelers of all ages danced the night away to the sounds of premier 
party band “Party on the Moon!” 

Top Right: System Studies and Simulation senior vice president, Bob Johnson, 
filled in for CEO Jan Smith who was unable to attend, formally presenting the 
S3 Diamond sponsorship check to AAAASFI President, COL (Ret.) Karen Lloyd.

Left: AAAASFI President, COL (Ret.) Karen “Flower Power” Lloyd is flanked 
by Dinner/Dance Master of Ceremonies, the groovy CW5 (Ret.) Dave Cooper 
(left), and AAAA Executive Director, Bill “Far Out” Harris.
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Thank You to Our Scholarship Fund Donors 
AAAA recognizes the generosity of the following individuals, chapters and organizations that have donated to the 
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. from November 2022 through November 2023. The list includes donations received for 
all scholarships, as well as the General Fund which provides funding to enable the chapter, corporate, heritage and 
individual matching fund programs as well as national grants. Every penny donated to the Scholarship Foundation 
goes directly to a grant as a result of the Army Aviation Association of America subsidizing all administrative 
costs (minus investment brokerage fees).

For more information about the Foundation or to make a contribution, go online to www.quad-a.org; 
Contributions can also be mailed to: AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc., 593 Main Street, Monroe, CT 06468-2806.
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The Drama Continues…
and so does the 
Continuing Resolutions
 Good news first – there is a new 
Speaker of the House following REP 
McCarthy’s (R-CA) ousting. Speaker Mike 
Johnson (R-LA) took the gavel following yet 
another dramatic Congressional exhibition 
akin to when REP McCarthy was voted in 
as the previous speaker. Numerous votes 
for various candidates failed yet the House 
finally arrived at Mike Johnson. One would 
think a new non-partisan alignment would 
energize support for Speaker Johnson thus 
permitting conference and passage of the 
Defense Bills. Unfortunately, that isn’t the 
case. Many Republican hold outs object to a 
“lather, rinse, repeat” pattern of continuing 
resolutions, and moreover, continued 
passage of bloated appropriations bills. 
The push for fiscal responsibility in light 
of an ever growing deficient seems to be 
the anchoring point for House Republicans 
challenging the status quo. Politics aside, 
the real and present need for Government, 
i.e. Army Aviation, funding stability is 
crucial in a time of ever-growing global 
conflict in various regions- Ukraine, 
Israel… and possibly Taiwan. Much like 
the old soap opera star “Stefano” from 
“Days of our Lives” – just when we think 
Continuing Resolutions (CR) are dead they 
come back to life.

Continuing the Continuing 
Resolutions
 The DoD is conditioned to expect CRs to 
show up much like Dad’s receiving socks 
and ties for Christmas. Year after year it’s 
the same undesired, and underwhelming 
gift. There was a glimmer of hope that 
Speaker Johnson would get the House 
in order, conference the Defense Bills, 
conduct floor votes then send them to 
the President prior to 15 November 2023 
(expiration of the previous CR). That didn’t 
happen. What did happen is the House and 
Senate facilitated yet another CR that is in 
effect until 02 February 2023. This means 
that critical Aviation programs are beholden 
to CY23 spending limits. Which further 
challenges critical Aviation programs/
initiatives. The question that remains is if 

the House and Senate can find common 
ground during Defense Bill conference 
activities. As a reminder, the House and 
Senate versions of the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) are holistically 
different from a policy perspective. The 
House version directly counters many 
Senate policy items. 
 The bigger challenge, and risk, to DoD 
appropriations has nothing to do with 
Defense. It has everything to do with the 
Appropriators agreeing on top lines for 
“other” committees such as Health & Human 
Services, Judiciary, Transportation and 
Agriculture. In short, the aforementioned 
Committees need to agree on funding “top 
lines” before any sub committees (HAC-D/
SAC-D) can begin conferencing. All too often 
Defense is held hostage due to domestic 
initiatives. This case is no different. The total 
Defense “top line” budget isn’t an issue. As 
seen in a previous article, the Army Aviation 
marks are “pretty close” between the House 
and Senate Appropriations Committees for 
Defense. Hopefully, the conference thereof 
will be smooth. Another key watch item will 
be what happens with the Ukraine, Israel 
and US Border Security Supplemental Bill. 
This bill could be a leading indicator on 
how Members will proceed with Domestic 
Defense related matters. So far, it’s not 
going well. Many House Republicans are 
viciously attacking the supplemental bill for 
a myriad of reasons. The domestic Defense 
Bills may receive the same vitriol. 

Will Santa Come this Year 
for Army Aviation?
 It’s unfortunate that the Army Aviation 
budget is caught up in Political in-fighting 
and dysfunction. Army Aviation Branch 
continues to carry a mantle for the country 
through selfless sacrifice, dedication and 
relentless work ethic. Aviation Branch was 
on its best behavior and deserves timely 
passage of policy and funding bills in order 
to carry out its mission. The continuation 
of critical programs such as FARA, FLRAA, 
FTUAS and Launched Effects (LE) are 
absolutely critical to Army Aviation’s lethality 
and survivability in an MDO conflict. CRs 
are stunting programs. Delayed contract/
funding awards to critical industry partners 

impedes progress, or in some cases, puts 
them at risk. With that, the best hope at 
this point is that Members quickly address 
the Defense Bills and have them on the 
President’s desk prior to 02 February 2024. 
The National Security implications of further 
delays is clear. The other implication to 
Members is the reality of a pending election 
year in 2024. No Member wants a bad rap 
for NOT supporting National Defense while 
up for re-election. That will often garner bi-
partisan support for Bill passage. Selfish as 
it may seem, it’s a reality. In conclusion, let’s 
hope that Santa arrives early, and Aviation 
Branch receives the Legislative Authorities 
needed to execute the current mission 
and plan for the future. In the meantime, 
we can’t forget our Army Aviation service 
Members deployed globally. We wish them 
and their families a wonderful and safe 
Holiday season!

       AAAA Legislative Report 
By LTC (Ret.) Patrick “Josh” Baker 
AAAA Representative to the Military Coalition (TMC)                           
josh.baker@quad-a.org

Contact:   
Bob Lachowski 
Erika Burgess 
Carmen Touhy  

AAAAindustry@quad-a.org

203. 268.2450
ARMYAVIATIONmagazine.com
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Editor’s note: Companies can send their 
Army Aviation related news releases and 
information to editor@quad-a.org.

AT Systems Awarded 
AWR for In-Aircraft Helmet 
Mounted Degraded Visual 
Environment Visor Training 
System on CH-47F 

AT Systems, LLC., a veteran owned 
small business, announced on October 
4, 2023 that the company has received 
an airworthiness release (AWR) for the 
ATS electronic helmet mounted degraded 
visual environment (DVE) hood on CH-47F 
Chinook aircraft. Tyson Phillips and Andre 
Lavallee, both CW4 National Guard combat 
veterans with over 20 years of service, 
own AT Systems, along with retired CW3 
combat veteran and UH-60 pilot Kevin 
Axton. Lavallee flies CH-47 Chinooks, and 
Phillips flies UH-60, which was awarded an 
AWR earlier this year.

Lockheed and Northrop 
Tapped for Launched 
Effects Program Contracts

On November 29, 2023, the Army Program 
Executive Office for Intelligence, Electronic 
Warfare and Sensors (PEO IEW&S) named 

Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman 
as the winners of other transaction authority 
deals for a launched-effects program 
“within the infrared and electronic warfare 
realms.” The initial awards are worth 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and are 
aimed at maturing existing technologies 
to develop spying and jamming payloads 
for drones that can be catapulted from 
a moving vehicle or aircraft. No further 
information about planned payloads was 
provided.

Pentagon’s First Industrial 
Base Strategy

The Defense Department’s first ever 
national defense industrial strategy, slated 
for release in December, will create a 
roadmap for the department on how it plans 
to prioritize and modernize its industrial 
base as it learns from Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.  According to an October 19, 2023 
statement by Laura Taylor-Kale, assistant 
secretary of defense for industrial base 
policy, the strategy – the first of its kind for 
DoD – is expected to be released by mid-
December, 2023.

Contracts – (From various sources. 
An “*” by a company name indicates a small 
business contract / “**” indicates a woman-
owned small business)

Breeze-Eastern LLC, Whippany, NJ, has 
been awarded a maximum $11,589,413 
firm-fixed-price, indefinite-delivery/indefinite-
quantity contract for cargo hooks; this 
was a sole-source acquisition with a 
three-year contract with no option periods 
and a performance completion date of 
Oct. 25, 2026.

Inter-Coastal Electronics LLC, Mesa, 
AZ, was awarded a $92,272,836 firm-
fixed-price contract to fabricate, test, 
qualify, deliver, install, train, troubleshoot, 
repair, and support the Aviation Training 
System; work locations and funding will 

be determined with each order, with an 
estimated completion date of Nov. 2, 2028.

Leidos Inc., Reston, VA, was awarded a 
$15,000,000 cost-plus-fixed-fee contract 
for Mission Systems Flying Test Bed 
integration and testing requirements; work 
locations and funding will be determined 
with each order, with an estimated 
completion date of Nov. 14, 2028.

Science Applications International 
Corporation, Reston, VA, was awarded 
an $18,894,694 firm-fixed-price contract 
to develop airfield operations policies and 
maintain instrument flight procedures; 
work will be performed at Fort Belvoir, VA, 
with an estimated completion date of Nov. 
26, 2028.
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People On The Move

AAAA congratulates the 
following officers graduating 
from Flight School XXI at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence, Ft. Novosel, AL. 
 
61 Officers June 15, 2023
Class 23-016
Commissioned Officers
CPT Shea, Stephen R. * -DG
1LT Bueno, Jacob R. -HG
1LT Harrington, Johnathan M. -HG
1LT Knill, Bruce W. -HG
1LT Barassi, Mario C.
1LT Breunig, Zachary P.
1LT Burtelow, Thomas A., III
2LT Cloutier, Kyle D.
1LT Giachin, Bethany J.
1LT Gist, Madeleine H.
1LT Gray, Emily D.
CPT Howard, Sarah E.
1LT Hunt, Darla D.
1LT Johnson-Bey, Kaleem A.
1LT Leist, Alexander P.
1LT Martin, Genevieve M.
1LT Powers, Jacob R.
2LT Richart, Olivia R. *
1LT Suprobo, Kesuma M. *
1LT Taylor, Joseph S.
1LT Vitale, Andrew R. *
1LT Watson, Joseph C.
Warrant Officers
WO1 Lazaretti, Anthony V. -DG
WO1 Bonham, James V. * -HG
WO1 May, Kevin C. -HG
WO1 Shadron, Jeremy M. -HG 
WO1 Ackerson, Corey A. -HG
WO1 Anderson, Clayton M.
WO1 Anderson, Frost L.
WO1 Bagley, Nathaniel
WO1 Ballard, Jeremy K. *
WO1 Beams, Layne C.
WO1 Brunner, Jordan K. 
WO1 Catano, Manuel
WO1 Cherry, Carson A. 
WO1 Cranford, William C.
WO1 Creamer, Alexander S.
WO1 Ferrara, Randall J.
WO1 Furlong, Tanner R.
WO1 Gillum, Remington B.
WO1 Matson, Sean R. *
WO1 Murray, William A.
WO1 Navarro, Christopher M.
WO1 Neumeister, David S.
WO1 Ockman, Emily E.
WO1 Peterson, John W.
WO1 Pitman, Hannah L.
WO1 Powell, Annelyse H.
WO1 Revell, Kennedy C.
WO1 Seoighe, Peadar E.
WO1 Sharp, Jacob T.
WO1 Spears, Aaron D. 
WO1 Tam, Sean N.
WO1 Taylor, Jacob A.
WO1 VanAlstyne, Shane R.
WO1 Van Pelt, Zachary J.
WO1 Wilkerson, Marcus D. *
WO1 Wilson, Merril R.
WO1 Wilson, William N.
WO1 Wolfe, Tyler N.
WO1 Yi, Jong B.

55 Officers October 19, 
2023
Class 23-025
Commissioned Officers
2LT Kirkman, Logan K. * -DG
1LT Fisher, John W. -HG
2LT Jakab, Michael J. -HG
2LT Welsome, Jack T. * -HG
2LT Abbasi, Shawn A. *
2LT Alexander, Colton L. *
2LT Arel, Adam M. *
2LT Duyst, Timothy J. *
2LT Fallentine, Nathan M.
1LT Gaines, Nathanael E. *
2LT Hunt, Knoll M. *
2LT Martin, Zachary R. *
2LT Nicholson, Corbin A. *
1LT Owens, Grady A. *
1LT Patterson, Vincent T., Jr. *
1LT Porterfield, Nathaniel L. *
2LT Rothschild-Shea, Gracyn L. *
2LT Rushing, Matthew T. *
1LT Stone, Adam K. *
2LT Wilson, Sean L.
Warrant Officers
CW2 Hayhurst, Kristopher J. * -DG
WO1 Batty, Scott D. * -HG
CW2 Bednarick, Matthew R. * -HG
WO1 Buttrick, Michael * -HG
WO1 McNally, Michael F. * -HG
WO1 Bratko, Jennifer S. *
WO1 Burkhart, Ashley R. 
WO1 Cabral, Jeudy *
WO1 Collins, Kristen R.
WO1 Cumbo, William H.
WO1 Firmin, Craig M. *
WO1 Francis, Colton T.
WO1 Gomez, Christopher D. *
WO1 Graham, Kyla J. *
WO1 Harris, Robert J. *
WO1 Hoffman, Alexyss B.
WO1 Holloway, Corey C. *
WO1 Holmes, Michael T. *
WO1 Kohler, Brian J. *
WO1 Krempa, Wallace G.
WO1 Mackay, Trapper J.
WO1 Martin, Corey R. *
WO1 Martinez, Adam A.
CW2 McKinley, Brendan *
WO1 O’Reilly, Victoria G. *
WO1 Prince, Jeremy E. *
WO1 Ridenour, Daniel F.
WO1 Risenhoover, Andrew N. *
WO1 Russell, Danielle N.
WO1 Schiff, Benjamin A.
WO1 Smith, Colton C.
WO1 Staab, Mark D. *
WO1 Tanner, Zachary R. *  
WO1 Uyesaka, Jake J. *
WO1 Warren, Samuel D. *

49 Officers November 2, 
2023
Class 24-001
Commissioned Officers
2LT Bartley Morales, Jonanthony -DG
2LT Meegan, Brian T. -HG
2LT Peterson, Carl A. * -HG
2LT Carver, Brayden A. *
1LT Dufresne, Thierry E. *
CPT Dukes, Christopher D. *

2LT Handel, Hayden M. *
1LT Huynh, Andrew 
CPT Leech, Kenneth W., Jr. *
2LT Minson, Austin G. *
1LT Oliver, Kacie K.
2LT Pengelly, Luke A.
2LT Petellin, Cody S.
2LT Somers, Andrew J. *
2LT Stewart, Jonathan T. *
2LT Valle, Finnian E. *
Warrant Officers
WO1 Johnson, Hunter W. * -DG
WO1 Loy, Brandon P. * -HG
WO1 Ren, Norman M. * -HG
WO1 Riggins, Matthew R. * -HG
WO1 Scott, Andrew J. * -HG

WO1 Caudill, Dylan M. *
WO1 Christian, Jason *
WO1 Glaser, Christopher R. *
WO1 Gonzalez, Jacob C. *
WO1 Good, Anaid A. *
WO1 Gorrell, Kyle D. *
WO1 Granados Terrazas, Enrique *
WO1 Jansen, Daniel A. *
WO1 Johnson, Alexander C.
WO1 Lancaster, Austin B.
WO1 Lay, Adam M.
WO1 Lopez Garcia, Guillermo
WO1 Mahler, Jacob M. *
WO1 Menegos, Stephen J. 
WO1 Miller, Dormaine A.
WO1 Mills, Cory P. *

WO1 Murphy, Makenzie L.
WO1 O’Brien, Andrew R. *
WO1 Penny, Mackenzie R. *
WO1 Phaup, Paeton M.
WO1 Piccirilli, Ashley M. *
WO1 Ray, Robert L. (CL) 
WO1 Rosado, Mathew *
WO1 Roundtree, Trase M.
WO1 Scherer, Zachary E.
WO1 Stokely, Tyler C.
WO1 Tucker, Joshua J. *
WO1 Winters, Carter S. *

-DG:  Distinguished Graduate
-HG:  Honor Graduate
*  = AAAA Member

Flight School Graduates  
AAAA provides standard aviator wings to all graduates and sterling silver aviator wings to the 
distiguished graduates of each flight class ... another example of AAAA’s SUPPORT for the  
U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family.

FSXXI Class 23-016c

FSXXI Class 23-025

FSXXI Class 24-001
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AAAA congratulates the following 
Army graduates of the Warrant 
Officer Aviation Maintenance 
Technician and indicated 
Advanced Individual Training (AIT) 
courses at the 128th Aviation 
Brigade, Joint Base Langley-
Eustis, VA and the U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Ft. 
Novosel, AL.

Aviation Maintenance 
Technician (151A)
Class 007-23
WO1 Joshua Ramos * -DG 
WO1 James Blackwell
WO1 Kyle Casteel
WO1 Quarterrio Lilly
1lt Ali Naem
Class 008-23
WO1 John Votzke * -DG
WO1 Stephen Scott
WO1 Quinton Thompson
WO1 Sara Valdiviezo

AH-64 Attack Helicopter 
Repairer (15R)
Class 040-23
PV2 Sarah Mcsweeney * -DG
PFC Dakota Allard
PFC Ronisha Allen
PV2 Samuel Ambrose
PV2 Jaymynn Anaya
SPC Nicholas Doyle
SPC David Estevane
SPC Grant Gunnarson
PV2 Charles Holton
PV2 Angel Martinez
PV2 Gianni Moore
SPC Ryan Szoke
Class 042-23
PFC Cooper Ross -DG
PFC Jamai Bryant
PFC Aj Dunn
PV2 Wesley Finneyfrock
PV2 Chance Sims
SPC Dammyn Tuller
PV2 Cristian Vargas
PV2 David Watson
PVT Jaise Wright
Class 044-23 
PFC Louis Thomas Bandlow, II * -DG
PFC Jamai Dashone Bryant
PV1 Brandon Xavier Ciprian Rivas
SPC Aung Zaw Moe *
SPC Luis Ernesto Ramirez, Jr

CH-47 Medium Helicopter 
Repairer (15U)
Class 033-23
PFC Brandon Charles Austin
SGT Donnaven P Blue
SPC Moboya Jermain Forbes
SPC Gabriel John Guzman

SPC Danstan Waruinge Ndura
PV2 Allen Emerson Vandeborne
PV2 Michael Murray Zimmerman
Class 035-23
PFC Camryn Nicole Countryman
CPL Jesus Calvin Escudero
SPC Duncan Mckinney Herr
CPL Israel Jared Herrera
PFC David Alexander Reynolds
PV2 Marcos Raul Rosales
SPC Aidan Gabe Sellers
SPC Angel Domingo Ventura
Class 036-23
SPC Ethan James Baker
SPC Austin James Bertwell
PV2 Carson Alexander Butts
SPC Ethan Cole Carter
SPC Nigel Semaj Dallas
SPC Drake Daniel Good
PFC Casper Elijah Schadler
CPL Brandon Matthew Soltero

UH-60 Helicopter Repairer 
(15T)
Class 081-23
SPC Anthony Richard Filante * -DG
PFC Dalton M. Nguyen Andreshak
PV2 Angel Arreola-Rivera
PV2 Brayton James Bishop
SPC Emily Michelle Brien
PV2 Elijah Fabien Butterfield
PFC Alexander Joseph Collins
PFC Mason Stiles Ellam
PFC Micah Alan Hofman
PV2 Isaac James Pontius
PFC Phillip Lee Rager
SPC Dany Mauricio Romero Varon
Class 082-23
SPC Connor Edward Musial-DG
SPC Nickolas Ryan Boykin
SPC Johnathen Ivan Halliday
SPC Chandler Blake Howell
PV2 Colin Andrew Joseph
SPC Angelo Loskota
PV2 Joseph Elliott Mccoy
CPL Manuel Jose Munoznunez
PV2 Trenton Shane Nicholson
SPC Noah Michael Rooker
SPC Eric Ted Werlinger
SPC Corey Gene Woods
Class 084-23
SPC Joseph Michael Doria-DG
SPC Tanner A. Laakeaoka Atiburcio
PV2 Kaden Michael Back
SPC Richard Joseph Bochanski
PV2 Will Henry Driscoll
SPC Kailani Kaua Fannin
SPC Hector Steven G. Merchan
SPC Matthew Scott Mcwilliams
PV2 Charm Kuu W O Koolau Meinel
SGT Mark Randall Potter
PV2 Alonso Sotelo Calleros
Class 085-23
SPC John Devon Roy Skaggs-DG

PV2 William Louis Held
PV2 Tyson Lee Holdman
PV1 Cooper Garion Johnston
PFC Jacob Franklin Lemay
PFC Joveci Nasalia Madraitabua
PFC Sabdiel Mendez Romero
PV2 Vinicius Petiz Delgado
PV2 Jeremy Allen Reilly
SPC Nathanael Lucas Sorell
PFC Elliott Hyrumnuttall Walker
Class 086-23
SPC Kierstann Lee Knowles-DG
PV2 Ethan Reese Fleming
PV2 Ava Sidel Diane Gomez
CPL Corey David Keathley
SPC Wesley Mitchell Magnan
SGT Jordan Deshon Morrow
SPC Christopher Scott Poole
SPC Hunter Paul Pritchard
SPC Taylor Scott Purvis
SPC Jose Sanagustin Reyes, II
SPC Zachary Ryan Thompson
SGT Nicholas Byron Wagner
Class 087-23
SPC Conor Lee Cook-DG
PFC Rafael Amparan Duran
PFC Yadiel Cardona Zeno
PFC Tyler Scott Connolly
PFC Abdu Andrew Cruz
PFC Ronnie Lyn Edwards
PFC Tyler James Harris
PV2 Aidan Nicholas Hulsizer
SPC Sergio Luperdi Quintana
SPC Trevor Bradley Mccubbin
SPC Joseph Jared Mejia Cruz
PFC Mason Walker Pasniak
Class 089-23
PV2 Ryan Andrew Van Loan-DG
PV2 Ellis Wayne Patterson
PV2 Thomas Linton Ridge, III
PFC Richard Edmanuel Rivera, Jr
PV2 Logan Mitchell Roe
PFC Dawa Tamang
PFC Peyton Summer Truslow
PV2 Gavin Joseph Fraser Webb
PV2 Brandon Lloyd Wiggins
SPC Caitlan Micaela Willis
PV2 Justin Ray Winkelman
PFC Carmen Elise Witters
Class 090-23
PV2 Daniel Jacob Patterson-DG
PV2 Jose Luis Chavez Espinoza
PFC Andrew John Chicoine
PFC Cameron C. Deluise
PV2 Sebastian R. Gi. Garcia
SPC Brandon Ray Hatch
PV2 Patrick Robert Held
SPC Zachary Nathaniel Jones
PV2 Roberto Carlos Lopez
PV2 Jordan Darnell Ogle
PFC Christian P. Patrizio-Russo
SPC Matthew Ryan Willis

Aircraft Powerplant 

Repairer (15B)
Class 013-23
PV2 Alejandro Sosa- DG
PVT Eric Xavier Ball
PFC Christopher M.Kathurima
PV2 Carlos Osorio
PFC Jungjae Park
PV2 Ethan Arron Pierce
PV2 Nathen Chanley Un
PV2 Lucjan Wong

Aircraft Structural 
Repairer (15G)
Class 010-23
PV2 Angel Reyna- DG
SPC David Ricardo Arias
PV2 Brandija Briayjordan Bostic
PV2 Randy N Cifuentes
PV2 Ethan Joseph Dixon
PV2 Iker M Dorta
PV2 Alexander Jay Estrada
PVT Brian Matthew Gold
PFC David Joseph Lowe
SPC Jeffrey Ortiz
PV2 Edgar Vasquez

Avionic Repairer (15N)
Class 015-23 

PV2 

James Thomas Brooks
SPC Marcus Lashar Burger
PFC Grace Mary Beth Daley
PV2 Gwendolyn Marie Furney
SPC David Joseph Gallego
SPC Max Junior Maxi
Class 016-23 
SPC Manny Magsayo Aradanas
PFC Nhomarnicole Barbosa Ines
PV2 Armando Marinespinoza
PV2 Jonas William Pingel
PFC James Christopher Plath
PV2 Jonathan Porter
PFC Victor Hugo Quezada, Jr
PV2 Ryan Alejandro Valencia

AH-64 Armament/
Electrical/Avionic Systems 
Repairer (15Y)
Class 021-23
PFC Uriah Kane Walton-DG
PFC Dylan Charles Beck
PFC Brenden Daniel Carroll
PFC Luis Ramon Diaz
SPC Abdiel Medina Carrasquillo
PFC Matthew Lewis Miner
PV2 Angel Oregon
PFC Darien Manuel Tupas
PV2 Gabriela Concepcion Valdez
PV2 Jalen Jamahl Young
Class 023-23-  
PV2 Chase Willem Dametz 
PV2 Jacob Ashton Mangas 
SPC Brian Jamesterry Slattery

-DG:  Distinguished Graduate
- HG:  Honor Graduate
*  = AAAA Member

People On The Move
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Graduations

OSMs Continued from page 91

COL Matthew L. Rowland was inducted into the 
Silver Honorable Order of St. Michael by LTC Allen 
Buckhalt, Future Vertical Lift Military Evaluator, 
Aviation and Fires Evaluation Directorate, U.S. 
Army Evaluation Center, on September 27, 2023 
at Fort Belvoir, VA. Rowland was recognized for his 
significant and long-lasting contributions to Army 
Aviation over a 25-year career. His assignments 
included commander of the United States Army 
Priority Air Transport (USAPAT) and culminated 
as the Director of Aviation and Fires Evaluation 
Directorate, U.S. Army Evaluation Center.
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New Lifetime 
Members
Thomas Baker
Paul K. Baker
SFC Ken Botz, Ret.
CPT Christopher Bowers
LTC Gregg Clark
Kresten Cook
Annette Cross
1LT Date O. Dakitse
CW5 Thaddeus Dalkiewicz, Ret.
CAPT James P. Davidson, Ret.
CSM Martin D. Dickinson
CW4 Brian Fitzgerald
MAJ Keith Graham
MAJ Michael Gross
CW5 Duane Hetrick
James J. Holmes
CW4 David Kalcevic
CW2 Douglas Kephart
CPT Rory Lipsett
CW4 Thomas Luckenback
David L. Mcintire
MAJ John M. McLean II
1SG Guy Miller II
MAJ Phillip Peters II
CPT Trevor Petrick
James F. Roundtree
CW4 Timothy Seecholtz
COL Herbert J. Sims, Ret.
MAJ Kenneth Smith
MSG Shannon Thompson
1LT Dominick M. Viruleg
SFC Linda Wikel
CW5 Joseph Witmer
CW4 Adam S. Worthington
SGT Ryan Yoder
CW4 Edgar Young, Ret.

New Members
Air Assault Chapter
MAJ Jonathan Baker
CW4 Terry R. Hill, Ret.
LTC Larry Hillis, USAR Ret.
CPT Ryan Hopkins
SFC Orvis Eugene Kinch
MAJ Jill Kathleen Mudge
Aloha Chapter
CW5 Matt Fitter, USAR
Arizona Chapter
Quintin Bradford

Aviation Center Chapter
2LT James M. Bassette
CW3 Steven B Boras
WO1 Chad S. Braunschwig
2LT John L. Bruch
2LT Robert P. Callahan Jr.
WO1 Mary F. Cordova
WO1 Joshua T. Durand
2LT Alicia K. Fitzsimmons
WO1 Jonathan L. Hamacher
2LT Dietrrich K. Henckel
2LT Rachel J. Martin
WO1 Mandi M. McClure
WO1 Robert B. Perry
SSG John Piwko
1LT Logan C. Reed
2LT Trevor A. Thein
WO1 Logan W. Thomas
MAJ Patrick Westmoreland
WO1 Mark W. Winter
Badger Chapter
Quintin Bradford
Bavarian Chapter
George Norman Wimpy
Black Knights Chapter
CDT Alexandra Lycan
Cedar Rapids Chapter
Duane Grave
Kelley Kirtz
Central Florida Chapter
Stephen Tracey Farrow
Colonial Virginia Chapter
1SG Michael L. Wiley
Corpus Christi Chapter
Christine L. Aguilar
Zachary S. Anderson
Edwardo Avila
Scott I. Bryant
CPT David Florez
Arturo Gomez
Enrique Eliseo Gonzales

Forrest W. Kelman
Robert Kunicki
Michele Lee Kunicki
Dawn M. Luera
Faustino Perez
Brett Sandefur
James R. Simpson
Sylvia U. Viagran
Johnny G. Villalobos Jr.
David Villanueva
Michelle C. Yanez
Zachary J. Zeedyk
Delaware Valley Chapter
Charley Carl Barrett, Jr.
Empire Chapter
SGT Larry Sloan
Flint Hills Chapter
CPT James Bowen
Flying Gator Chapter
LTC Terry D. Hashey
Flying Tigers Chapter
MAJ Paul Joseph Chapman II
1LT Andrew Newkirk
SFC Robert Rhodes
SFC Edna Vargas
Iron Mike Chapter
1SG Jermaine Baldwin
Jimmy Doolittle Chapter
SPC Charles C. Coleman
SGT Shatiqua E. Jones
SGT Josh M. Liberti
CW2 Eric A. Ponder
Keystone Chapter
WO1 David Galvin
Lindbergh Chapter
Jerome Cletus Smith
Mid-Atlantic Chapter
SPC Christopher M. Hoffman
Mount Rainier Chapter
Lt. Col. Robert Brock, USAF Ret.
North Star Chapter
John A Egan
North Texas Chapter
Norm Walker
Phantom Corps Chapter
1SG Quentin Liong
CW2 William  R Regert
CSM Glenn A. Rodney
CSM Maurice Pete Thibodeaux II
Pikes Peak Chapter
CSM Steven DiGeorgio
Prairie Soldier Chapter
SGT Daniel Anderson
SGT Matthew Ty Hawke
Ragin’ Cajun Chapter
SPC Eric Johnson
SGT Donovan Ray VanMol
Savannah Chapter
MAJ Ryan Forshee
PFC Vernoris A. James

Tarheel Chapter
SFC Felix Gomez
SSG Justin R. Hammond
Tennessee Valley Chapter
Mike Boyajian
Mark Freeman II
Tim Hutchison
Nathan Lee Miller
Thunderbird Chapter
SPC Mark A. Colbert Jr.
SGT Carrie Elwell
SSG Ronald Elwell
SPC Samantha L. Hurst
Voodoo Chapter
SPC Corey Basile
SSG Corey Clements
PFC Colin Vaughn
Washington-Potomac Chapter
LTC Wenceslao Angulo
Marc Dennis Burkhardt
CW3 Robert Dorr
CW3 Jarrett Lesly
James McKenna
CW4 Damon Jay Nicolas
CW3 Colin Page
CW3 Robert Wood
Wright Brothers Chapter
WO1 William Beard
No Chapter Affiliation
Curtis J. Herrick IV
Kevin Manix
SPC Chintan Mehta
CPT Morgan P. Rosseel
CW4 Carolyn L. Weekes
Melissa Wells

Lost Members
Help AAAA locate a lost member on 
this list and recieve a free one month 
extension to your membership!

WO1 Craig  A. Adams
Mrs. Walter D. Bowden
1LT Jessica L. Clarke
SGT Brian Donaghu
LTC Richard J. Ehrlichman
SGT Lewis A. Griffin
SPC Robert F. Helm
SPC Chad Johnson
1SG Kevin M. Johnson
PFC Kishan P. Laltoo
PV2 Dillion Lang
Mike Legg
SPC Malcolm Lonnie
SPC William J. Ruiz
2LT Bonnie A. Snow
SGT Marcus Snow
SPC William Vaughn
Brandon Wolfson
SGT Jamie Wongsing

Join The Professionals! 
Become an 

AAAA Member !

One of the many membership 
benefits includes a free subscription to

Magazine

informative. He said he made quite a few connections while 
there. NETWORKING!!!!
 AAAA, its members and staff, must have made a great 
impression on him and his team – they signed up as AAAA 
corporate members at the Summit! Thanks to the entire 
AAAA Membership Committee for making this happen. 
 Consolidated Industries is a member of the Connecticut 
Chapter and have 5 employees signed up. The Director of 
Sales and Marketing, Marc Fortin is married and has 2 
grown children. His 25 years in the forging industry are only 
eclipsed by his marriage of 35 years. Congratulations Marc and 
welcome to AAAA.

CW5 (Ret.) Dave Cooper
AAAA VP for Membership

http:// m.kathurima 
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25 Years Ago  
December 31, 1998

Briefing:  “Connecticut ARNG”
The Connecticut Army National 
Guard’s 1109 Aviation Classifi-
cation Repair Activity Depot re-
opened in October; that is, in the 
wake of an $18 million renovation 
and expansion. The specialized 
helicopter maintenance facility, 

located adjacent to the Groton-New London Airport, is one 
of only four such facilities. The two-year upgrade featured a 
75,000 square-foot hangar addition; new en-
gine test and spray paint buildings; new parts 
annex, a new arms room and unit supply area; 
additional administrative offices; class rooms; 
a modern dining hall and locker facilities.

Obituary
It is with the greatest of regrets to inform the readership of 
the passing of General Hamilton H. Howze (Ret.), December 
8, 1998. General Howze graduated the Point in 1930; served  
in World War II; and, became, following 1945, one of those 
farseeing officers who understood the decisive importance of 

the Third Dimension as an arena for ground 
forces mobility.  Chosen as the first Direc-
tor of Army Aviation proved a boost politi-
cally in the fortunes of a fledgling Ground 
Forces aviation movement; for Howze was 
Army Establishment, a significance still 
underappreciated today. In 1962, Hamilton 
Howze chaired the U.S. Army Tactical Mo-
bility Requirements Board, which set the 

stage for the decisive employment of the helicopter in the Sec-
ond Indochina War. He retired from the Army in 1965.  Gen-
eral Howze was a former president of AAAA, 1967-1969, and 
was a Chairman of the Army Aviation Hall of Fame.

AAAA National Awards
Solicitation now under way for CY98 
AAAA National Awards:  Nominations 
due at the AAAA National Office on 
or before January 15, 1999.Nomination 
forms may be obtained from any chapter 
secretary or by calling the AAAA National 
Office, (203) 226-8184.

50 Years Ago  
December 31, 1973

Outstanding Unit for 1972-1973
The 307th Aviation Company 
(Heavy helicopter), Alabama Army 
National Guard, was selected as 
AAAA’s “Outstanding Reserve 
Component Aviation Unit” for 
1972-1973, during ceremonies held 
at the Fifteenth National Conven-

tion of the Army Aviation Association at the Shoreham Hotel 
in Washington, D.C. In the 
presentation photo are, left-to-
right, Lieutenant General John 
J. Hennessey, CORC; General 
Creighton Abrams, Jr., Chief 
of Staff; Major General Delk 
M. Oden, AAAA President; 
and SP6 Jerry B. Towry and 
Major Arthur E. Fleet.

Another First for Army Aviation
Army Chief of Staff, General Creighton W. Abrams, 
administers the oath to new Warrant Officers from Candidate 
Class 73-33 at Fort Rucker, Alabama.

11th AAAA President
Installed at a National Board meeting held at the conclusion of 
the 15th AAAA National Convention, a new AAAA National 
Executive Board looks forward to increased Regional activities 
as the Association’s main effort during the forthcoming 1973-
1974 membership year. Colonel Edward L. Nielsen, U.S. Army 
(Ret.), Program Manager for the Advanced Scout Helicopter 
at the Boeing Vertol Company, and the Association’s National 
Secretary-Treasurer for the past two 
years, was elected as the 11th National 
President of AAAA. He succeeds 
Major General Delk M. Oden, U.S. 
Army (Ret.).Lieutenant General John 
M. Wright, Jr., of Trenton, New Jersey, 
was elected as Senior Vice President.

Art’s          Attic
By Mark Albertson

Art’s Attic is a look back each month 25 years ago and 50 years ago to see what 
was going on in ARMY AVIATION Magazine. Art Kesten was our founder and 
first publisher from 1953 to 1987. He was also the founder of the AAAA in 1957 
and served as its Executive Vice President. Each month contributing editor Mark 
Albertson selects a few key items from each historic issue. The cartoon, right, 
was done back in 1953 by LT Joe Gayhart, a friend of Art’s and an Army Aviator, 
showing the chaos of his apartment-office in New York City where it all began.

http:// 1999.nomination 
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Chief Warrant Officer 
Four William “Willie” 
L. Ruf (Deceased)

Army Aviation Hall of Fame 2018 Induction - 
Nashville, TN 

A product of our nation’s “Greatest 
Generation,” CW4 (Ret.) Willie Ruf 
(Deceased) dedicated his life in the service of our country and 

contributed directly to the heritage of Army Aviation. He began military 
service in 1941, enlisting in the Army as an Infantryman. By the age of 
22, he had risen to the rank of regimental sergeant major after serving 34 
months in the Pacific.

His aviation career began in 1955 as the first warrant officer candidate to 
graduate from flight school at Fort Rucker, AL. He flew in excess of 16,000 
hours, of which 1,200 hours were flown in combat in Korea, Vietnam, 
Lebanon and the Dominican Republic. In 1958, he was selected for 
assignment to the newly activated Presidential Flight Detachment. During 
this assignment, he flew Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon. 
He also became the first pilot to fly a Presidential helicopter outside the 
continental United States during President Eisenhower’s 1959 world tour.

Upon retiring from active duty, CW4 Ruf continued his career as a civil 
service instructor pilot, retiring in 1993 with 52 years of total federal 
service. Always wanting to contribute more, he remained active as a civic 
volunteer and a tour guide for the Army Aviation Museum. He also served 
as the principal instructor for all Aviation Branch history classes, instilling 
in the next generation of Army Aviators their heritage and traditions.

As a pioneer, CW4 Ruf ’s contributions are inextricably woven into the 
very fabric of Army Aviation and his legacy will live on forever.

Army Aviation                   
Hall of Fame

The Army Aviation Hall 
of Fame, sponsored by 

the Army Aviation 
Association of America, 
Inc., recognizes those 

individuals who have made 
an outstanding  contribution 

to Army  Aviation. 

The actual Hall of Fame 
is located in the 

Army Aviation Museum, 
Fort Novosel, AL.

The deadline for 
nominations for the
 2025 induction is

June 1, 2024

Contact the AAAA 
National Office for details 
and nomination forms at 
(203) 268-2450 or visit 

www.quad-a.org

http:// www.quad-a.org 


ARMY AVIATION Magazine                                   104                                            December 31, 2023


