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More than Just a New Name

We’re pleased to announce the rebranding of our 
frequent flyer program including many exciting changes! 

Starting July 7th, Connecting Rewards will feature partial 
redemptions. Redeem 25%, 50% or 75% toward your flight and 

pay the balance in cash or with a credit card.

Also new starting fall 2018, Bearskin Airlines will join the 
program and you’ll be able to Earn and Redeem 
Connecting Rewards points with either airline!

Already have a frequent flyer account with 
Perimeter Aviation? No problem, next time 

you make a reservation, have your frequent 
flyer information ready and we’ll assign you 

a new number. Not a member yet? Next 
time you call us to make a reservation 

we’ll set you up or if booking online, 
creation and use of your profile is 

all that is required.

Participation is free.  
Call for details.
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WelCome aboard!  

I am pleased to have this opportunity to introduce 
you to the inaugural issue of Connecting Horizons, the 
in-flight magazine of Perimeter Aviation and Bearskin 
Airlines. I am also pleased to use this new forum 
to share with you some of the significant changes 
occurring within our company this year.

In the fall of 2017, our parent company, Exchange 
Income Corporation (TSX: EIF) made the decision to join 
Perimeter Aviation and Bearskin Airlines, to strengthen 
both airlines, and facilitate and encourage continued 
growth. The merger is expected to be completed by the 
end of 2018 and our mandate is to keep the best that 
each airline offers and together explore and develop 
new offerings and services for our customers.

This new in-flight magazine comes to us courtesy 
of Bearskin Airlines. Bearskin first published 
Bear Country Magazine in 1994 and has produced 
94 quarterly issues before they elected to rebrand 
the magazine for the benefit of both airlines. 
Connecting Horizons is essentially the same magazine 
with a new name, new look and enhanced distribution. 

The Connecting Horizons name reflects on the 
natural flow of many of our customers within our 
increased geographical distribution in Manitoba and 
Ontario. Distribution includes a seatback presentation 
in all aircraft operated under the Perimeter Aviation 
or Bearskin Airlines brands as well as supplementary 
circulation at our airport counters and via Canada Post.

The magazine will keep our readers informed 
about the cities and communities we serve, featuring 
community profiles, people and events, tourism and 
economic development opportunities in four exciting 
issues annually. We hope you enjoy the magazine.

Bringing Perimeter Aviation and Bearskin Airlines 
together also allows for enhanced travel opportunities 
on both airlines throughout a much broader region 
by making one reservation, using one ticket and 
accessing one low fare. In July, we will migrate to 
a new Reservation System called ameliaRes and by 
this fall, Bearskin Airlines will also move to this new 
reservation platform. Once both airlines are hosted 
on ameliaRes, you will be able to book end to end 
systemwide travel on either airline via either call center 
or on either online booking site. Currently, both airlines 
can book limited travel on each other primarily between 
Winnipeg and many NW Ontario markets served. 

We are also pleased to announce the rebranding 
of our frequent flyer program as Connecting Rewards 
in July 2018. In addition to a name change, the program 
now features the ability to use Connecting Rewards 
Points for partial redemptions towards a ticket. 
Now you can redeem 25%, 50% or 75% toward a 
flight and pay the balance in cash or with a credit 
card. Starting later this fall, Bearskin Airlines 
will also join the Connecting Rewards Program 
allowing our mutual customers to accrue points 
and redeem them on the airline of their choice!

For Bearskin customers who may not be familiar 
with Perimeter Aviation, I look forward to welcoming 
you aboard one of our flights. Established in 1960, 
Perimeter Aviation has grown into a diversified 
regional airline providing scheduled flight services 
for many remote communities in Manitoba and 
Northwestern Ontario. With bases located in 
Winnipeg, Thompson and Sioux Lookout, we service 
the travel and shipping needs of more than 25 
communities in Northwestern Ontario and Manitoba.

Whether you are customer of Perimeter Aviation 
or Bearskin Airlines, our routes and airlines are now 
considered as one, working together to serve you better. 
I encourage you to check out our new route map on 
page 3 and start thinking about where you might  
want to fly next!

 

Welcome Aboard Perimeter Aviation!
By Nick VoddeN, PresideNt of Perimeter AViAtioN
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When I joined Bearskin Airlines forty years ago, I had 
no idea I would still be with the company in 2018. Nor did 
I know that I would succeed my mentor, Harvey Friesen, 
who was President of the company between 1977-2013 
after joining in 1970 and buying into the airline in 1972.

Fifty-five years have now passed since Bearskin Airlines 
was founded in 1963 and during that time, we have certainly 
evolved and reinvented ourselves more than once in an 
industry that is constantly changing. The constant however, 
has been remembering who we are and delivering what  
our customers have come to expect from us.

On January 1, 2011, Exchange Income Corporation 
(TSX: EIF) completed its acquisition of Bearskin Airlines. 
EIC is a Winnipeg-based Canadian corporation who at the 
time of this acquisition also owned Perimeter Aviation, 
Keewatin Air, Calm Air and Custom Helicopters.

This transfer of ownership formed the backbone 
of Harvey Friesen’s succession plan. Following the 
retirement of Harvey and Cliff Friesen, Rick Baratta  
and Karl Friesen at the end of 2013, the company  
was restructured in 2014 putting the current leadership  
and management team in place. 

Then, in the fall of 2017, EIC made the decision to join 
Bearskin Airlines and Perimeter Aviation, to strengthen both 
airlines, and facilitate and encourage continued growth. The 
merger of these two airlines is expected to be completed by 
the end of 2018 and our mandate is to keep the best of these 
two northern aviation icons and together explore and 
develop new offerings and services for our customers.

Although technically Bearskin Airlines (the legal 
business entity) no longer exists, a decision was also made 
by EIC to continue operating the Bearskin brand of service 
within the new larger (Perimeter Aviation) airline.

For those who know Bearskin Airlines well, you know 
that we offer the fastest most direct linkages between 
Northwestern and Northeastern Ontario. No other  
airline offers nonstop and same aircraft service between 
Northern Ontario’s five largest cities, saving you up to  
eight hours or more on round trip travel as compared  
to connecting via Toronto.

Bearskin Airlines’ Thunder Bay hub facilitates 
excellent connections to the major airlines between many 
Northwestern Ontario communities, Toronto and beyond. 
In Sioux Lookout, we also facilitate connections from 
Northwestern Ontario’s remote North and Winnipeg  
three times daily.

Our interline Eticketing (IET) with Air Canada and 
Delta Airlines provides for the issuance of electronic 
airline tickets for travel on Bearskin Airlines and Air 
Canada or Delta within the same ticketed itinerary, making 
it easier for passengers to change travel plans while 
enroute. In addition, when connections are jeopardized 
due to any reason, IET’s permit interline airlines 
involved in any part of the itinerary to easily reprotect 
passengers on each other’s flights without penalty.

Bearskin also distributes its fares and schedules via  
travel agency global distribution systems, making it easier 
for customers to see and buy Bearskin when travelling  
from markets further afield.

Since 1963 we have established a tradition of providing 
safe, convenient, comfortable and reliable air service 
throughout the cities we’ve served. Providing that service  
to our friends, neighbours and all our customers has  
been rewarding. We have enjoyed significant support  
from the communities that we have served and for that  
we are grateful. 

On behalf of everyone at Bearskin Airlines, I would 
like to extend my heartfelt gratitude for the support 
that you have shown us, and we are committed to 
continue earning that support going forward.

 

Welcome Aboard Bearskin Airlines!
By BrAd mArtiN, PresideNt of BeArskiN AirliNes



• It’s for THREE months!

• Reach over 250,000 passengers annually

• “On Board” more than 500 flights weekly
in Ontario and Manitoba

• Full colour, glossy format four times per year

• Online at bearskinairlines.com 
and perimeter.ca

• Supplementary circulation at our many 
airport counters and via Canada Post

Contact Ron Drillen today at (807) 474-2652 
or email rdrillen@bearskinairlines.com

FALL HIGHLIGHTS

Community Profiles:  Sudbury, Fort Frances, 
Winnipeg, Norway House, Pikangikum, St. Theresa, 
Weagamow, Sioux Lookout, and York Landing.

Features:  History of Perimeter Aviation, 
Indigenous Business, Mining, and Winter Roads.
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Last summer, Perimeter Aviation 
and Exchange Income Corporation 
announced an exciting partnership 
with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers 
to bring northern youth from 
various First Nations communities 
to enjoy a VIP experience at 
each Blue Bomber home game. 

The experience included flights 
by Perimeter Aviation, ground 
transportation to the football game, a 
reserved section of seats at Investor 
Group Field and special community 
recognition on the videoboard. In 
addition, all youth enjoyed a Salisbury 
House meal, snacks during the game, 
and merchandise souvenirs. After 
the game, the youth went down to 
the field to meet some Blue Bomber 
players and get autographs on 
foam footballs before having group 
photos taken. For night games, hotel 
accommodations were also included.

“This program was so well received, 
that we decided to do it again this 
year.” said Nick Vodden, President 
of Perimeter Aviation. “As part of our 
corporate social responsibility, we 
promote Suicide Prevention, Staying 
in School and Healthy Living; our 
partnership with the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers aligns perfectly with 
those values and we feel the youth 
benefiting from this program will be 

Northern youth from God’s River  
and God’s Lake Narrows attend the 
June 1st Winnipeg Blue Bombers game.

greatly motivated and inspired. As 
an organization, we look forward to 
continuing with providing assistance 
to the communities we serve.”

This year, Victoria Inn has joined 
the partnership, providing rooms as 
required for all nine home games. A 
total of 19 communities from Manitoba 
and Northwestern Ontario will 
participate this year including God’s 
River and God’s Lake Narrows who 
attended the first game on June 1st. 

Mike Pyle, Chief Executive Officer 
of Exchange Income Corporation, said 

“They are going to be treated like rock 
stars again this year and get the full 
game day experience.” 

Wade Miller, President and CEO 
of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers said 
the team is going to put on a good 
show for northern youth at the games. 

“We’d like to thank Perimeter Aviation 
and Exchange Income Corporation for 
their leadership and commitment to 
giving back to the areas they serve and 
partnering with us on this initiative.”
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Situated along the Burntwood River 
in northern Manitoba, Thompson 
is about 739 km (459 miles) north 
of Winnipeg and close to historical 
fur trade routes, including the 
Grass River and the Hayes River. 
Founded as a mining community 
in 1957 by INCO Limited after a 
major ore body was discovered the 
previous year and named after INCO 
Limited’s chairman Dr. John Fairfield 
Thompson, it was incorporated as a 
town in 1967 and as a city in 1970. 

By Elle Andra-Warner

  that thompson is not only  
the “hub of the north” and the “mining City of manitoba,”  
it is also recognized as the “Wolf Capital of the World!”

According to the 2016 census, the 
population is 13,678. “However, we 
directly service most of the remote 
communities in northern Manitoba in 
terms of retail, education, healthcare 
and government services, putting 
our service region at just over 
50,000,” said Kacper Antoszewski, 
Thompson’s Communications Officer. 

So, how did Thompson get the 
international title of “Wolf Capital?” 
The idea first started in 2004 when a 

group of volunteers looked at how to 
increase tourism to Thompson and 
now, 14 years later, the wolf theme is 
evident throughout the community. 

In 2005, a huge 26 x 19 metre 
(86 by 62 feet) mural reproduction 
of Robert Bateman’s “Wolf Sketch” 
on the 10-storey Highland Tower 
apartment block was sponsored by 
Manitoba Hydro, commissioned by 
the non-profit community-based 
Spirit Way Inc. and painted by 

Concrete artist-painted  
7.5-foot statues greet 
visitors along the  

“Spirit Way” pathway. 
Credit: V. Beckmann.



United Chemical Services 

celebrates 
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708 Greenwood Avenue
Selkirk, Manitoba
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Winnipeg’s award-winning muralist 
Charles Johnston. An iconic public 
art landmark in the community, it 
is Canada’s largest mural. Nearby is 
Canada’s largest rockface sculpture 
carved into limestone on granite rock 
and featuring three wolves howling 
at the moon and northern lights. 

As part of Spirit Way’s project 
of placing 55 sponsored identical 
wolf sculptures throughout Manitoba, 
40 of these 7.5-foot-tall solid 
concrete artist-painted wolf statues 
are in Thompson and placed along 
the “Spirit Way” pathway. The 
remaining statues are in Winnipeg (11), 
Churchill (3), and Paint Lake (1). 

It was in Thompson in 2012 
that the world’s first International 
Wolf and Carnivore Conference 
(IWCC) was held attended by wildlife 
academics, scientists, activists and 
researchers from Canada, the U.S. and 
Russia. Five years later in October 
2017, the second IWCC was held in 
Thompson, organized by Spirit Way. 

And last September more than 
2,000 people gathered in Thompson at 
a baseball field to break the Guinness 
World Record for most people howling 
like wolves at once (previous record 
was 803). Other wolf-related projects 
include development of a global 
Wolf Centre of Excellence, and a 
Wolf Park area at Boreal Discovery 
Centre which is currently undergoing 
$3.8 million in renovations. 

Tourism is becoming a major 
economic engine in Thompson, with 
three Travel Manitoba Star Attractions. 
There’s the Heritage North Museum 
housed in two log structures, with an 
open-air blacksmith shop, a boreal 
forest diorama, First Nations and fur 
trade artifacts. The “Spirit Way” is 
a two kilometre walkway and bike 
path that winds through Thompson 
with 16 points of interest highlighting 
Thompson’s art, heritage, culture, 
industry, geology and scenery. The 
path is on the list of “Top 20 Places to 
Visit in Manitoba” by Travel Manitoba. 
And Pisew Falls, where the Grass 
River drops 13 m (42.7 feet), changes 
direction and surges through a gorge 
at the Pisew Falls Provincial Park. 
From the park, hikers can take a 22 km 
trail to Manitoba’s highest waterfalls, 
Kwastichewan Falls. 

“Our goal is to get the Wolf  
Centre of Excellence and the Boreal 
Discovery Centre listed as Manitoba 
Star Attractions in the next few years,” 
said Keith MacDonald, Vice-President 
of the Thompson Chamber of  
Commerce and Executive Director 
of the Thompson Hotel Association. 
Administered by Travel Manitoba, 
a Star Attraction signifies it is one 
of Manitoba’s premier destinations. 

Robert Bateman’s “Wolf Sketch” 
painted on the 10-storey  
Highland Tower apartment block.  
Credit: Kacper Antoszewski.

mailto:wbartley@untdchem.com
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Besides tourism, a couple of major 
upcoming events will also invite 
people to Thompson. “The Northern 
Manitoba Off-Road Association hosts 
a Mud Bog competition every year at 
the beginning of September, where 
off-roaders race trucks, ATVs, and 
side-by-side vehicles of all classes 
through a thick artificial bog,” said 
Antoszewski, noting the park is 
expected to see further development.

“In December, fur traders and 
trappers from the surrounding regions 
come to sell their furs to a host 
of international buyers. The fur tables 
are one of a kind in Manitoba. Among 
the furs traded include wolf, marten, 
beaver, fox, mink, wolverine and more.” 

Thompson’s largest single employer 
remains Vale Manitoba Operations. 

“Though the site is scaling back from 
a vertically-integrated production 
plant to a mining and milling 
operation, over 800 employees will 
continue to mine and mill nickel 
alongside a number of mining 
contractors and support services.  
Other larger areas of employment in 
the community include education, 
healthcare, and government services.” 

Kwasitchewan Falls from Philips 
Lake is accessible by canoe or kayak. 
Credit: Kacper Antoszewski.

http:// premierprinting.ca 
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It was back in October 2010 
that the multi-million test facility 
Global Aerospace for Icing and 
Environmental Research (GLACIER) 
opened south of Thompson, near 
Ospwagan Lake. A  limited partnership 
between Rolls-Royce Canada and 
Pratt & Whitney Canada operated 
by Manitoba’s MDS Aero Test, it is 
a state-of-the-art cold-test massive 
jet engine testing facility that has 
been called the most advanced in 
the world. In a Winnipeg Press news 
article in March 2018, Rolls-Royce’s 
head of communications, UK-based 
Oliver Walker-Jones, said what was 

being tested in Thompson were the 
first parts of the next generation 
of engines, the UltraFan engine. 

In addition to its unique diversified 
economy, Thompson is taking on a 
strong new identity as a major tourist 
destination. As a boost to the tourism 
initiative and visitor experience 
in Thompson, the city is investing 
$400,000 in the newly-incorporated 
Thompson Hotel Association, a 
not-for-profit managed by a Board 
of Directors. “Our mandate is to the 
growth and profitability of the Hotel 
sector in Thompson, said MacDonald, 
the Association’s Executive Director. 

“Our focus on generating new 
business partnerships and nurturing 
existing programs while continuing 
to systematically develop overall 
growth and stability of the City and 
the region’s tourism opportunities.”

  

(top left) Fire Pits at Troy Lake 
between Thompson and Split Lake. 
(top right) Thompson Golf Course 
in the morning. (bottom) Driving 
through thick artificial bog at the 
annual Mud Bog competition.  
Credit: Kacper Antozewski.
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Summer in Red Lake has plenty to 
offer, from camping on pristine lakes, 
to observing wildlife in the unspoiled, 
boreal forest. Among the highlights 
are glorious, late-evening sunsets, and 
the chance to enjoy nature in two 
of the most northern Provincial Parks.

At Pakwash Provincial Park, 
the quiet campground has over 
50 campsites, about half of which 
have electricity. Water taps, and vault 
toilets are on site. You’ll enjoy walking 
the long, sandy beach, swimming in 
the warm, shallow waters, and biking, 
hiking or boating. The park is the 
gateway for many northern canoe 
routes, and the Walleye fishing is 
outstanding in this small, serene park. 

Woodland Caribou Provincial 
Park is a paddler’s paradise, offering 
almost 2,000 km of maintained 
canoe routes on many rivers and 
lakes. This park offers solitude – 
you can paddle through undisturbed 

forest that’s home to one of the 
largest groups of woodland caribou 
south of Hudson Bay. The fishing 
is excellent for Walleye, Northern 
Pike and Lake Trout, and good for 
Muskellunge and Smallmouth Bass. 

Check out the Red Lake Regional 
Heritage Centre located on 
Highway 105. This summer’s exhibit, 
Beneath it All: Red Lake’s Mining 
Story, will enthrall visitors. Starting in 
the early days of prospecting, it tells 
how Red Lake became a gold rush 
town; the growth to several, small-
community mining operations; and 
finally, its change into a Municipality. 
There are first-hand accounts by 
current and former miners, and 
interactive components providing 
opportunities for children to become 
engaged in the exhibit. You’ll be 
treated to a sensory experience 
designed to make you think you are 
headed underground. The exhibit 
runs from June until October.

Open year-round, the Centre has 
multi-media exhibits and displays on 
Aboriginal History, immigration, the 
fur trade, and more. There are summer 
programs, and also the Summer 
Blockbuster film series, where you can 
enjoy the full theatre experience with 
popcorn, drinks and snacks. This year’s 
Art Show – a showcase of the local 
talent in this culturally-rich region 

– will run from November 15 until 
December 21; but you must submit your 
paperwork and art by September 15.

Providing year-round, all-weather 
air transport services, the Red Lake 
Municipal Airport serves commercial 
air carriers offering passenger 
service, and private and commercial 
fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters. 
It’s also an operating base for the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. 

With funding from Transport 
Canada’s Airports Capital Assistance 
Program (ACAP), approximately 

Story by Lorna Olson

Photos courtesy of  
Municipality of Red Lake
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seven million dollars will be spent 
on runway rehabilitation in 2019, 
and another three million dollars on 
apron expansion and rehabilitation 
in 2020. “The design process is 
being finalized and a geo-technical 
survey will be done” states Airport 
Manager, Duane Riddell. “Tenders for 
construction will go out later this year 
and a contract will be awarded, so the 
work can commence on schedule.”

Duane is also very involved in 
the Annual Norseman Floatplane 
Festival on July 20-22. “One thing 
I’d really like to emphasize is how 
the entire community supports 
this festival,” he says. “The area’s 
industries, businesses and individuals 
work together with financial and 
volunteer aid to produce an event that 
costs more than $100,000 per year.”

Commercial air service to 
the area began in 1926 using the 
waters of Howey Bay as a float 
and sea-plane base. Because of the 
freight requirements of the gold 
mines near Red Lake, Howey Bay 
was recognized as the world’s 
busiest airport in 1936 and 1937. 
Celebrating Red Lake’s aviation 
history and the Nooduyn Norseman 
in particular, the Festival holds a 
flypast featuring floatplanes as well as 
a CF-18 Hornet, and float pumping.

Michael Tryggvason Aerobatics 
will be a highlight of this year’s 
Festival. A veteran and top trophy 
winner of the International 
Aerobatic Club competition circuit 
since 2011, Mike’s high-energy 
manoeuvres will thrill observers. 

WelCome  
to red laKe!
ashley Gillespie 
Passenger Service Agent

Red Lake is the place to be in 
the summer. Surrounded by pure 
untouched beauty, it’s perfect for 
wholesome family fun and bonding. 

Whether you take part in a 
fishing trip at one of our many 
camps, a canoe trip in Woodland 
Caribou Park, or a 
scenic float plane ride, 
adventure can be  
yours in Red Lake! 

(left page) Single engine Norseman 
floatplane lands on Howey Bay.

(top) Red Lake’s J.E.J. Fahlgren 
Airport Terminal. (bottom) Canoers 

paddle through undisturbed forest  
on one of the many rivers.
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There are many family events 
including the Teakle Family Circus; 
Norseman Mini-putt; a Festival 
Market featuring regional produce, 
goods, and hot foods; and a dazzling 
firework display on Saturday 
evening. You’ll enjoy Ribfest, and 
regional breweries will be on 
site – Lake of the Woods Brewing 
Company is creating a special beer, 
and Thunder Bay’s Sleeping Giant 
Brewery will offer its signature brews.

Music is a huge part of the Festival; 
this year’s Saturday headliner is 
Journey Tribute Band, Ultimate 
Escape. Corin Raymond, Winnipeg’s 
Black River Drivers, and the Sean 
Taylor Band will also be featured. 

The Trout Forest Music Festival, 
August 11-12, will feature many artists 
and bands including Al Simmons, 
the Lonesome Ace String Band, 
Papa Mambo and more. Held at the 
Ear Falls Waterfront Park on Lac 
Seul, the Festival highlights include 
camping, late-night jam sessions by 
the bonfire, workshops, and creative 
art presentations. For the schedule 
and updates: www.troutfest.com.

The Red Lake Angler & Young 
Angler (AYA) Fishing Tournament 
will be held on August 12. With 
the objective of introducing young 
anglers to competitive sport fishing 
in a fun environment, each team has 
one adult angler and two youth, age 
17 and under. For more information, 
contact mark.vermette@redlake.ca.

The Red Lake Fall Classic 
Walleye Tournament will take place 
September 1-2. You can get updates 
and registration information at 
www.redlakefallclassic.com.

The Municipality has launched 
its Community Improvement Plan, 
aimed to advance the beautification, 
revitalization, and economic 
development of its serviced townsites 
and encourage a more attractive, 
prosperous, and complete community. 

Community Development 
and Communications Manager, 
Brenda Gignac notes, “In 2017, the 

(top left) Kids enjoy the airplane 
train ride at the Norseman Festival. 
(top right) Red Lake’s Norseman 
Heritage Park on Howey Bay. 
(middle) Ancient rock paintings, 
or pictographs, in Woodland 
Caribou Provincial Park. (bottom) 
The Red Lake Heritage Centre 
features exhibits and displays on 
gold mining and the fur trade.

http:// www.troutfest.com.
http:// www.redlakefallclassic.com.
mailto:mark.vermette@redlake.ca
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industry expert and advisor for northern business

Gillons insuranCe

Gillons Insurance was founded in 
1924 in the Northwestern Ontario 
town of Fort Frances. Since then, 
it has grown into the largest, full 
service, independent and locally 
owned insurance brokerage in the 
region. There are 11 Gillons branches 
across the northwest region in Kenora, 
Dryden, Red Lake, Sioux Lookout, 
Rainy River, Emo, Atikokan, Thunder 
Bay, Geraldton, Longlac and the 
head office located in Fort Frances. 
Team members work together across 
the branches to support clients 
over the entire region. With this 
vast geographic imprint and over 
25 commercial industry experts 
embedded in our communities, Gillons 
is structured to service northern 
businesses. “The issues and risks 
they face are unique to the north. 
We want to fully understand how a 
business operates and all obstacles 
owners come across in our area to 
ensure the insurance solutions are 
relevant for all of their needs” says 
Myron Romaniuk, CEO and Director 
of Commercial Sales and Service. 

To gain that deeper understanding 
of the northern business client, 
Gillons takes an analytical approach 
by doing a full business analysis 
with the outcome being a complete 
Risk Profile. This is designed 
exclusively for each client’s business. 

“The Risk Profile really allows us to 
holistically understand what risks a 
business and the owner is exposed 
to. We can target areas they need 
help with and address problems they 
may not realize they even have” says 
Dave Colistro, an Account Executive 
in the Thunder Bay branch.

The Gillons Logging Program has 
been in existence and very stable for 
over 20 years. This program continues 
to provide insurance protection for 
many logging contractors in Northern 
Ontario. The instability of competing 
programs in the industry is affecting 
some contractors in the North 
today. An example is affordable 
insurance for new drivers. “We are 
working closely with our insurers to 
find affordable solutions that make 
a difference to our clients,” says 
Marianne Lawres, the Program 
Manager who has been involved with 
the program since it began at Gillons.

Gillons also focuses on bringing 
industry experts to the northwest 
region to help its clients. The new 
minimum maintenance standards, 

the importance of record keeping, 
and new cyber related risks were 
topics discussed at recent municipal 
workshops held in Thunder Bay, 
Atikokan and Fort Frances. These 
workshops brought municipal 
professionals up to speed with recent 
changes and the affect they would have 
on municipal operations going forward.

Supporting community initiatives 
has always been a priority for Gillons. 
As a locally owned business with 
local staff in all branches, enriching 
community culture and giving back to 
Northwestern Ontario communities 
makes it a better place for all. 

“As an insurance brokerage with a 
long history servicing northwestern 
Ontario, we know the region well and 
are committed to acting as an industry 
expert and advisor for northern 
business as we move into the future” 
says Romaniuk.

To learn more or get in touch 
with a business insurance expert, 
contact 1 (800) 465-7797 or visit 
www.gillons.ca/contact/staff.

http:// www.gillons.ca/contact/staff.
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Bearskin Airlines offers the most efficient 
connections to Red Lake. Choose from 
morning, midday and evening service from 
Winnipeg or from Thunder Bay and take 
advantage of awesome connections 
with Air Canada and other major airlines 
from either city.

Bearskin also features excellent 
connecting service over Thunder Bay 
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There is no faster way to travel to Red Lake
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Municipality successfully completed 
construction of a Splash Pad in 
the Centennial Park cluster. In 
2018, we are proposing to build an 
outdoor events and market pavilion 
to replace the aging outdoor rink 
within the cluster. This facility 
will be fully accessible, and suited 
to provide an all-season venue to 
host a variety of activities, farmers’ 
markets and social events. We are 
also in the early stages of planning 
for an Events Centre for our area, 
which was deemed a priority in a 
Feasibility Study completed in 2017.”

In mining news, it looks as 
though Pure Gold will be putting its 
Madsen Project back into production. 
Financing through sales of shares 
has brought in about $13 million; 
exploration is continuing; and the 
results of a feasibility study should 
be available later this year. Red Lake 
has been called The High-Grade Gold 
Capital of the World, and it would 
seem the title still fits today.

  

(top) Norseman floatplanes line the docks during the  
annual Norseman Festival weekend. Credit: Don Nord.  
(bottom) Kids enjoy the new splash pad in Centennial Park.

http:// www.bearskinairlines.com
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Thunder Bay is an historic bayside 
city well known for its compact size, 
which means you can travel from 
one must-see, must-do experience to 
another in just a short space of time. 
The City’s downtown north and inner 
harbour areas – known to locals as 
The Bay & Algoma Neighbourhood and 
The Waterfront District – are a stone 
throw away from one another and 
share lakeside views, artist-inhabited 
studios and galleries, forward-
thinking eateries, cafes and bars. You 
will also discover inspiring murals 
tucked away throughout intimate 
streets and neighbourhoods; colorful 
theater, an array of entertainment 
options, unique shops, and a 
fantastic food and wine culture. 

For added convenience and comfort, 
centrally-located accommodation 
options – from convention hotels 
to a downtown hostel – are a 
short walk to these commercial 
areas and to the waterfront. 

Make it a point to explore the area’s 
rich heritage and architecture on a 
self-guided walking tour of Thunder 
Bay North – concentrated around the 
Waverley Park Heritage Conservation 
District and the commercial area that 
was formerly downtown Port Arthur. 
Walking Tours of Thunder Bay 
(four tours encompassing a total 
of 89 buildings) can be completed 
in approximately one hour or less 
and are designed so that both visitor 
and resident alike can learn about 
Thunder Bay’s history, while at the 
same time enjoying a scenic walk 
through the City. Brochures can be 
downloaded at www.thunderbay.ca.

“Water is the driving force  
of all nature.”  – Leonardo Da Vinci 

Stroll along Lake Superior’s 
rocky coastline in the heart of the 
City, taking in the sounds of the 
greatest of the Great Lakes. As you 
arrive at Prince Arthur’s Landing 
& Marina Park, it is common to see 
multiple salties (ocean vessels) in the 
harbour against the backdrop of the 
Sleeping Giant. It is a picturesque 
scene, experienced on exclusive 
viewing areas and boardwalks 
situated right next to the water. 

From near-by island and lighthouse 
adventures, to climbing aboard 
The Alexander Henry, to the cliffs and 
wildlife awaiting across the lake  
at the iconic Sleeping Giant – 

“signature” experiences offer an 
exciting, invigorating and diverse range 
of travel options for you to explore.

indulge in the beauty of thunder bay’s majestic lakeshore and vibrant culinary and retail scene  
as you stroll through the Waterfront district and the bay & algoma neighbourhood – two side-by-side  

geographical gems that offer many of the finest elements that a city could possibly offer.

Story by RoseMarie Mancusa, Tourism Thunder Bay  •  Photos courtesy of Tourism Thunder Bay

A view of the Sleeping Giant in 
Lake Superior from Hillcrest Park.

http:// www.thunderbay.ca.
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The best views of Thunder Bay 
are from the water! You will get to 
enjoy this international seaport from a 
different vantage point this summer. 

Sail Superior, Thunder Bay’s 
harbour tour company, has expanded 
its fleet beyond sailboats to include 
a 500HP Zodiac. Named the 
Superior Rocket, this watercraft can 
do 60 km/hr, and that means getting 
to the Sleeping Giant in 30 minutes! 
Head out in the morning, hike to 
the top of the world, and be back 
in time for lunch – all while feeling 
the wind whip through your hair as 
you speed across the surface of the 
world’s largest freshwater lake.

Zodiac Harbour Adventure Tour 
will be one of the most exciting 
things to do in Thunder Bay! Their 
captains are knowledgeable and 
skilled interpretive guides and will 
stop the boat along the way to point 
out landmarks and give you the 
opportunity to take photos.

On this unforgettable Harbour 
Tour, you will zoom up close to the 
lakers and salties, look up at the 
massive grain elevators, and pass by 
the famous Alexander Henry. Continue 
up the Kaministiqua River, under the 
formidable Jackknife Bridge, around 
the Ontario Power Generation power 
station, and back onto the big lake 
for a hair raising rocket ride to the 
historic Thunder Bay Main lighthouse. 
Finish off by cruising around the 
manmade breakwall, and back to 
Pier 3. Perfect for groups and families, 
the Rocket is even pet-friendly.

eXperienCe her story 

Whether you catch a glimpse 
of her as you drive, or as you stroll 
through Prince Arthur’s Landing, 
or as you race past on your Zodiac 
Harbour Adventure, be sure to take 
the time for a guided interpretive tour 
into Thunder Bay’s transportation 
past and history aboard the 
Alexander Henry Museum Ship.

Built in Thunder Bay in 1958 
at the Port Arthur Shipbuilding 
Company, the Alexander Henry was 
originally an icebreaker, clearing the 
Thunder Bay harbour for decades. 
In 1984, the ship was moved to the 
Marine Museum of the Great Lakes 
in Kingston, Ontario where she had 
a second life as a Bed and Breakfast. 
In the fall of 2017, the Henry came 
home to Thunder Bay and the 
Lakehead Transportation Museum 
Society has worked to restore the 
ship to her former glory and to create 
an interactive history exhibit inside. 
Explore the various museum rooms 
that share the stories of the area’s 
maritime and transportation history.

Both the Superior Rocket and the 
Alexander Henry will open for the 
season this summer and tickets can be 
purchased in person at the Waterfront, 
or online at Sailsuperior.com for the 
Superior Rocket. 

WelCome to 
thunder bay!
marissa Kaus 
Passenger Service Agent

Thunder Bay is a great destination 
to make your connections. Whether 
connecting to flights via Perimeter, 
connecting with others at our local events, 
or even connecting with nature in the 
great outdoors, we offer it all.

Not sure what to do? 
Stop by the Bearskin 
Airlines counter and our 
friendly staff will be sure 
to help you with all your 
questions and concerns.

Make your next trip a memorable  
one and choose Thunder Bay.  
We hope to see you soon! 

(right page top) The former 
Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker 
Alexander Henry built in 1957-58. 

(middle) Thunder Bay’s 
waterfront offers great yachting 
and sailing adventures.

(bottom) Historic lighthouse 
on Lake Superior.

http:// sailsuperior.com 
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We look after your 
computer network...
so you don’t have to.

When you’re not thinking 
about your business, 
we are. 

s, 

1218 Amber Drive          Teleco.ca           345-2900          1-800-465-3933          sales@teleco.ca
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 side trippinG 

There is a multitude of things 
to do in Thunder Bay, a relatively 
small city that is jam-packed full 
of unforgettable experiences, so it’s 
highly manageable if you are short 
on time. It is easy to explore a bit 
further afar from the waterfront 
area and find even more quaint 
commerce neighbourhoods and 
streets – each with their own distinct 
flare, offerings and specialties. 

Indulge yourself with a variety 
of shopping throughout the City. 
Find great deals at major retail 
outlets. Discover locally-made items, 

Visit the Downtown waterfront 
or Bay and Algoma area for 
great food and quaint shops.

handcrafted pottery and giftware 
and much more. Get captivated by 
First Nations art and check out the 
fashions in some of our local shops.

The Thunder Bay Farmers Market 
is your one stop shop for local artisan 
produce and goods, where you will 
find fruit and vegetables, meat and 
poultry, seafood, gourmet cheeses, 
deserts, and more. Find a tasty treat 
or a one-of-a-kind gift, souvenir, 
arts, crafts and handiwork in this 
bustling market. Open year-round on 
Wednesday’s from 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm 
and Saturdays from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Thunder Bay might be best known 
for its lakefront location and easy 
access to nature, but the City also 
plays host to an astonishing number 
of year-round events that never fail 
to draw a big crowd. From mouth-
watering food affairs, to royally 
entertaining music, dance, theatre 
and film festivals, to local, national 
and internationally celebrated 
sporting events – here fun times are 
always on the menu. Check out the 
lively online Calendar of Events to 
see “what’s on” during your stay 
at www.calendar.thunderbay.ca.

When planning your trip, it 
can be hard to know where to 
start.  A visit to our travel website 
www.visitthunderbay.com offers 
many travel ideas to help create your 
perfect holiday to Thunder Bay.

Whether you would love to see all 
the iconic sights, or go on a self-drive 
adventure around the City or nearby 
region, or you simply want to relax  
on an exotic island, you will find  
a trip to suit you!

  

http:// www.calendar.thunderbay.ca.
http:// www.visitthunderbay.com 
http:// teleco.ca 
mailto:sales@teleco.ca
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buCKet list item #1:  
Fly in an iConiC WWii era airplane

On August 6-13th, the YYB Airport 
celebrates their 80TH anniversary 
with a historical display of pictures, 
posters, and artifacts in the main 
terminal, curated by the local 
museum. Then on August 8-12th, 
the Commemorative Air Force 
brings FIFI (considered the world’s 
most famous flying B-29) to 
Weisflock Aviation. The Boeing B-29 
Superfortress began active service 
in 1944 and was used in WWII 
operations in the Pacific, and in the 
Korean War. Admire the old girl from 
afar, buy a ticket to tour the cockpit, 
or go “sky’s the limit” with a ride in 
a veteran’s seat to see and feel what 
they did (without being shot at). 

it’s bucket list time in north bay this summer; are you ready to stroke some items off your list?  
north bay offers once in a lifetime experiences for aviation fans, voyageur enthusiasts,  
stunning sunset seekers, and those longing to release their inner child. 

Aviation fans and military 
enthusiasts may also want to plan 
a visit to the Canadian Forces 
Museum of Aerospace Defence. Open 
Wednesday through Saturday from 
12-4 pm, or by private tour, peruse 
displays about the aerospace defence 
history and artifacts from WWI 
to WWII to the cold war. Entry is 
by donation, and tours range from 
15 minutes to upwards of an hour, 
depending on your interests.

The special exhibit on now 
through December, is titled: Below! 
NORAD’s Underground Fortresses. 
Learn about North Bay’s NORAD 
history, monitoring possible missile 
attacks using radar technology 
from a superhero-like cave 680 feet 
underground from 1963 to 2006. 
According to museum volunteers, 
“the hole” is deeper than most 
skyscrapers are tall, and it was 
designed to withstand a 4-megaton 
nuclear blast.

buCKet list item # 2:  
paddle liKe a voyaGeur

On July 28th, grab your paddle 
for the Mattawa River Canoe Race – 
it’s only 64 km! Paddle and portage 
your canoes, kayaks and stand-up 
paddleboards from Trout Lake to 
the Mattawa Island Conservation 
Area. Follow the historic voyageur 
route, who followed the path 
of the Huron and Ojibway as 
they travelled this Heritage River 
enroute between the Great Lakes 
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

A 13 km family and youth race 
launches from Samuel de Champlain 
Provincial Park, joining the finish 
line at Mattawa Island (with only one 
portage) to give beginners and up-and-
coming paddlers a mini-experience. 

For a “watered-down” version 
of this bucket list item, a quick 
trip to the downtown waterfront 

Story by Nadine Robinson 
Photos courtesy of Tourism North Bay

(above) One of North Bay’s world-
class sunsets over Lake Nipissing.
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allows voyageurs of all ages and 
experience levels to rent and try out 
paddleboards, kayaks, and canoes in 
the shallow, friendly Lake Nipissing. 

Or for the cerebral, learn about 
the history of the voyageurs at the 
Discovery North Bay Museum. 

buCKet list item #3:  
photoGraph the perFeCt sunset

The breathtaking sunsets over 
Lake Nipissing are not to be missed, 
and can be enjoyed on the water, 
on a beach, over a meal, or while 
exercising. As one trip advisor 
reviewer stated: “You could literally 
make a fortune selling calendars with 
pictures of Lake Nipissing sunsets.” 

On the water, you can take a sunset 
cruise aboard the Chief Commanda II, 
a 320-passenger twin hull catamaran, 
offering a three-course meal, and 

a licensed cash bar. There are also 
scenic cruises to the Manitou Islands, 
Callander Bay, or the French River. 

Or as alluded to in bucket list item 
number two, rent a board, canoe, or 
kayak, and plan your own sunset 
paddle. Just make sure to have your 
camera in a waterproof bag! 

Land-lovers instead can walk, run, 
bike or rollerblade the Kate Pace 
Way alongside North Bay’s scenic 
Waterfront Park to take in the sunset. 
Tandem bikes are also available for 
rent if that is on your bucket list. 

For a more relaxed sunset, North 
Bay boasts over 40 public beach 
access points. Among them, Marathon 

here are a FeW linKs
to help you plan your visit and maximize your 
bucket list opportunities in north bay!

Commemorative Air Force B-29:  
www.airpowersquadron.org

Canadian Forces Museum of Aerospace Defence:  
www.aerospacedefence.ca

Mattawa River Canoe Race:  
www.mattawarivercanoerace.ca

Chief Commanda II Scenic Cruises:  
www.georgianbaycruise.com

Heritage Railway and Carousel Company:   
www.heritagetrainandcarousel.weebly.com

Summer in the Park Festival:  
www.northbaysummerinthepark.ca 

Discovery North Bay Museum:  
www.discoverynorthbay.com

North Bay Farmer’s Market: 
www.northbayfarmersmarket.com

Dionne Quints Homestead:  
www.quintsmuseum.com

For further info about North Bay, visit:  
tourismnorthbay.com

WelCome  
to north bay!
abigail Garin 
Passenger Service Agent

“The City of North Bay is Just North 
Enough to be Perfect.”

The short distance between home 
and work allows more time to enjoy 
the parkland and leisure facilities. 
Walk, run or bike along the scenic 
Waterfront Park. Take in the ‘Summer 
in the Park’ festival August 3rd – 5th.

Bearskin offers  
a 20-minute flight  
from Sudbury, perfect  
for a day trip.

We hope to welcome  
you this summer!

(top) Sailing on North Bay’s waterfront.

(bottom) Cruising Lake Nipissing  
on the Chief Commanda II.

http:// www.airpowersquadron.org 
http:// www.aerospacedefence.ca 
http:// www.mattawarivercanoerace.ca 
http:// www.georgianbaycruise.com 
http:// www.heritagetrainandcarousel.weebly.com 
http:// www.northbaysummerinthepark.ca 
http:// www.discoverynorthbay.com 
http:// www.northbayfarmersmarket.com 
http:// www.quintsmuseum.com 
http:// tourismnorthbay.com 
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705-474-3450 ext. 4441 
indigenousprograms@nipissingu.ca

“As an Inuk woman with two mental illnesses, I am very grateful to have chosen Nipissing University! I 
love that I am part of a family here with small classes and friendly professors who took the time to get 

to know me. While I was struggling with my mental health, Nipissing  helped me get through my hard 
times. They supported me through Student Accessibility Services, where I was able to see a counsellor, 

get extensions on deadlines, and have testing accommodations set up. I also found a lot of support 
through the Office of Indigenous Initiatives where I was able to speak and smudge with an elder, and 

participate in cultural activities like the welcome powwows and moccasin making workshops. I am 
loving my academic career at Nipissing University and I wouldn’t have it any other way!”

Sasha, 3rd year Bachelor of Science student  
Community: Chisasibi, QC; Hometown: Elliot Lake, ON
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Beach on Lake Nipissing is supervised 
by lifeguards, offers a playground, 
picnic tables, change facilities and 
washrooms, a sandy beach, and a 
shallow swimming area.

Prefer to watch the sunset while 
indulging your stomach? Everyone 
raves about the fish and chips paired 
with a chilled glass of wine aboard 
the dry-docked Chief Commanda I 
boat restaurant.

buCKet list item #4:  
release your inner Child

The Heritage Railway & Carousel 
Company provides affordable ways to 
reacquaint yourself with your youthful 
spirit. Find yourself laughing and 
joyful as you ride one of two stunning 
carousels, or hop on the miniature 
railway at North Bay’s Waterfront Park 
and feel like a giant. Opperated by 
volunteers, the train and carousel run 
daily throughout the summer, weather 
permitting, from 10 am until dusk.

If your inner child loves festivals, 
fireworks and dancing like no one 
is watching, make sure to seek out 
Canada Day activities on July 1st 
along the waterfront, and Summer in 
the Park on August 3-5 at Thompson 
Park. The long weekend boasts games, 
quizzes, activities, and inflatables, all 
for free. This year’s headliner is the 
American funk rock band DNCE on 
Friday, August 3rd at the Memorial 
Gardens. They won the best new artist 
award at last year’s MTV Video Music 
Awards and are known for hits like 
Cake by The Ocean and Toothbrush. 

As part of Summer in the Park, 
Main Street will again host Rage in a 
Cage dodgeball and Mayhem on Main 
Street skateboarding. The Farmers’ 
Market will be open at its location next 
to the Discovery Museum, and there 
will be numerous artisans and live 
music. The Dionne Quints Museum 
should also be open in their new 
location near the Discovery Museum.

  

http:// ibelongatnipissingu.ca/bc 
mailto:indigenousprograms@nipissingu.ca


*Other airlines charge up to $35 per checked bag. Bearskin never charges for checked bags within our travel allowance of 53 lbs checked and carry-on.

Only Bearskin Airlines offers nonstop and same aircraft 
service between Northern Ontario’s 5 largest cities!  
Save up to 8 hours or more on a round trip flight 
as compared to connecting via Toronto. 

Save time and money and your first 
checked bag always travels free!

Call 1 800 465 2327 
or your travel agent

Book online at
www.bearskinairlines.com

SAVE 8 HOURS OR MORE BETWEEN 
NORTHERN ONTARIO’S 5 LARGEST CITIES!
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(top left) North Bay’s Heritage  
Carousel at the North Bay waterfront.   
(top right) North Bay’s Farmers  
Market in downtown North Bay.  
(bottom) Rockin' out at a 
Summer in the Park concert.

http:// www.bearskinairlines.com 
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Bearskin Airlines’ roots are deep in the soil of Northern 
Ontario. Founded July 17, 1963, the company was named 
after a remote Northern Ontario community located over 
600 kilometres north of Thunder Bay, Ontario. “Maquan” 
is its name in the local native dialect. The company’s 
namesake, Bearskin Lake, is drained by the Severn River, 
which flows into Hudson Bay, about 300 km to the northeast. 

It was founded by bush pilot Otto John Hegland,  
a Norwegian immigrant who named the airline after 
Bearskin Lake where he operated a general store. In 1965, 
his brother-in-law Henri Boulanger and Bert Cone took  
over the company. 

In 1972, Harvey Friesen – a young and ambitious pilot 
who had joined Bearskin in 1970 – bought a 50 percent 
share in the company. Five years later in 1977, Harvey 
became the majority owner and President. The following 
year, Harvey’s brother Cliff joined the company as Executive 
Vice-President. Together, with other shareholders who 

brought unique skills to the airline over time – including 
Karl Friesen (unrelated), Vice-President of Operations, 
Rick Baratta, Vice-President of Finance, Brad Martin, 
Director of Operations – they and their many loyal 
employees set out to grow the company. 

Between 1963 and 1977, Bearskin focused on providing 
charter service to the many remote First Nation 
communities in northern Ontario. In 1977, Bearskin’s first 
scheduled service began flying passengers between  
Big Trout Lake and Sioux Lookout. 

A year later in 1978, a base of operation was moved to 
Sioux Lookout where the company built a new hangar, 
maintenance and office facility. In 1979 a second 
scheduled route was launched, this time between 
Sioux Lookout and Thunder Bay, and in 1980 
a new base was established in Thunder Bay 
following the purchase of On Air 1979 Ltd. 
Cliff Friesen subsequently moved to Thunder Bay 
to oversee that base and in 1981 a third scheduled 
service was added, linking Sioux Lookout, 
Kenora and Winnipeg. 

Bearskin Airlines employees in front of the 19-seat 
Fairchild Metroliner. Credit: Shannon Lepere.
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Until the late 1970s, most 
of Bearskin’s aircraft were bush 
planes, float-equipped in summer 
and ski-equipped in winter. 
Providing service to remote 
communities was nearly impossible 
during winter freeze-up and 
spring break-up. To overcome the 
problem of communities being 
cut off during seasonal transition, 
the Ontario government began 
an extensive airfield construction 
program in many of the remote 
communities. Quick to recognize 
opportunity, Bearskin began offering 
scheduled air service with wheeled 
aircraft to those communities. 

In the mid 70’s, NorOntair 
(Ontario Northland Transportation 
Commission) started to subcontract 
flying operations to various airlines. 
Two of their Twin Otters, painted 
in full NorOntair colours, were 
based in Thunder Bay and operated 
by On Air Ltd until purchased by 
Bearskin Airlines in 1980. Bearskin 
operated the NorOntair contract 
flying three Twin Otters until 1996. 

In the fall of 1988, Bearskin Airlines 
entered into a commercial agreement 
with Air Canada’s connector carrier, 
Air Ontario. This agreement was 
significant in the history of Bearskin, 
providing for several marketing 
opportunities which benefitted 
both carriers. Bearskin became a 
participating partner in Air Canada’s 
Aeroplan Frequent Flyer Program 
and both carriers commenced 
offering joint fares and connections 
in Thunder Bay. This relationship led 
to the distribution of Bearskin’s fares 
and schedules to the travel agency 
community, cementing their position 
as the business airline of choice 
when travelling between Northern 
Ontario, Toronto and beyond.

Bearskin aircraft through  
the years ( from top to bottom):   
Twin engine unpressurized  
Beech 99, Twin engine King  
Air 100, and DeHavilland  
DHC-2 Beaver on skis.

Sioux Lookout’s home base in 1977 consisted of  
a small camper trailer and a storage shed.



CONGRATULATIONS 
- BEARSKIN AIRLINES -

 
ON 55 YEARS OF SERVICE! 
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In 1991, Bearskin bought two new 
Fairchild Metroliner aircraft and a 
year later, launched non-stop service 
between Thunder Bay and Sudbury 

– Northern Ontario’s two largest 
cities. It was the start of Bearskin 
Airlines’ move eastward, making 
tracks throughout northeastern 
Ontario, and eventually into Ottawa 
following the withdrawal of Canadian 
Partner from the Northern tier.

An exciting venture for Bearskin 
took place in 1994 with the launch 
of its own in-flight magazine, 
Bear Country. Twenty-four years 
later, the quarterly publication 
(rebranded as Connecting Horizons 
in June 2018) continues to deliver 
high-quality articles featuring the 
people, places and events in the 
destinations served by Bearskin 
Airlines and Perimeter Aviation. 

(right) Bearskin Airlines owners  
prior to the EIC Acquisition.  
(top to bottom):  Brad Martin – 
Vice President of Operations, Rick 
Baratta – Vice President of Finance, 
Karl Friesen – Vice President 
of Flight Operations, Cliff Friesen 

– Executive Vice President and 
Harvey Friesen – President 
of Bearskin Airlines.

(above) Bearskin’s first hangar  
and truck at the Big Trout Lake 
airport in 1975.

Bear Country Magazine was published for 24 years!  
(l-r) Winter 1994 Inaugural Issue, Spring 2004, Spring 2014, and Spring 2018.
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Growth opportunities continued 
to come to Bearskin. In 1996, after 
the Ontario government terminated 
its northern tier air service, Bearskin 
filled the void by launching scheduled 
service between Fort Frances, 
Thunder Bay, Sault Ste Marie, Sudbury 
and Timmins. And just three years 
later, in 1999, Bearskin expanded 
into northern Manitoba. At its peak 
in 2003, Bearskin offered more than 
200 flights daily to more than 40 
destinations in Ontario and Manitoba. 

Then, in 2003 after 40 years 
of service, the airline made a 
dramatic change in its operations: 
their northern routes and assets were 
sold to Wasaya Group Inc., owners 
of Wasaya Airways (an Aboriginal-
owned airline). A traditional signing 
ceremony formalized the deal 
on July 9, 2003 at Bearskin Lake 
First Nation. 

Following the sale to Wasaya, 
Bearskin rationalized its routes and 
equipment, streamlining the operation 
to a single type; the Fairchild 
Metroliner. Additional Metros were 
acquired in each of 2006, 2007 
and 2009 allowing the company to 
expand again in its more southern 
territory including additional 
service between NE Ontario, Ottawa 
and into Kitchener/Waterloo.

On January 1, 2011, Exchange 
Income Corporation (TSX: EIF) 
completed its acquisition of Bearskin 
Airlines. EIC is a Canadian corporation 
who at the time also owned Perimeter 
Aviation, Keewatin Air, Calm Air 
and Custom Helicopters along with 
specialty manufacturing companies 
in Canada and the United States.

Two additional Metroliners were 
acquired in 2012 to expand charter 
operations in Southern Ontario and 
equipment continues to be based 
in Kitchener/Waterloo today.

Following the retirement 
of Harvey, Cliff, Rick and Karl at 
the end of 2013, the company was 
restructured under new leadership 
in 2014. In 2017, EIC made the 
decision to join Bearskin Airlines and 

One of Bearskin Airlines’ first planes, a de Havilland Otter,  
was in service from 1963 until the late 1980’s.
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Perimeter Aviation to strengthen 
both airlines to permit and encourage 
continued growth. The merger 
of these two airlines is expected to 
be completed by the end of 2018.

Although technically Bearskin 
Airlines (the legal business entity)  
no longer exists, a decision 
was made by EIC to continue 
operating the Bearskin brand 
of service within the new larger 
(Perimeter Aviation) airline.

On Bearskin’s 50TH Anniversary 
in 2013, Harvey and Cliff Friesen 
were both asked about the key to 
their success and Harvey was quick 
to attribute it to, “the dedication and 
hard work by all of our employees.” 

Cliff also credited the company’s 
employees for the corporate culture 
of reliability and commitment to 
customers. “None of it would have 
been possible without their hard 
work and dedication” said Cliff. 

“Our employees have always been 
forward-looking people. Whenever 
there was a growth opportunity, 
everyone was ready for it.”

Bearskin’s long-term success 
is also related to its ability to 
continually adapt to meet the 
needs of an evolving marketplace, 
like the change that is being 
undertaken now as two icons 
of northern aviation join to 
become a stronger entity.

“A lot of airlines have come 
and gone in the last 55 years in 
Northern Ontario” commented 
Brad Martin, President of Bearskin 
Airlines, “it is important to 
our employees to ensure that 
the Bearskin Airlines brand is 
positioned to continue delivering 
a safe, reliable service for the 
next 55 years ahead.” 

 

Jerry Robitaille and I were flown 
to Sault Ste. Marie by the Bear 
yesterday (May 28) so we could 
drive home for the last time after 
over 21 years of flying with you. We 
have retired from Musselwhite Mine 
due to their structural changes and 
flew with the Bear every two weeks 
to Thunder Bay return from the 
Sault and, for a few years for me, 
from Sudbury. As we don’t want to 
mention names because we will likely 
miss mentioning someone, please 
share this big shout out to all your 
staff from Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie 
and, of course, Thunder Bay.

 I wish your airline continued 
success with your Bearskin and 
Perimeter Partnership!

  — Rob Juuti



Perimeter and NNC 

Shipping Nutritious Food 
at the Lowest Prices!

Living in the North is costly. Whether you are 
shipping fridge, freezer, or dry groceries, high 

shipping costs make it  difficult for Northerners. 
That’s where Nutrition North Canada (NNC) and 

Perimeter Aviation come into the picture.

NNC is a Government of Canada food program that 
subsidizes perishable nutritious food for people living 

in isolated Northern communities. For complete 
details on how this program works, visit:  

www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca

In support of the NNC program, 
Perimeter Aviation has established a 
close relationship with various NNC 

suppliers offering  low shipping rates 
and fast service. NNC Food is 

delivered within 72 hours.
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God’s Lake Steelers Win  
the Perimeter Cup on Home Ice! 
God’s Lake Steelers Win  
the Perimeter Cup on Home Ice! 
 By Elle Andra-Warner 

They did iT! 

The God’s Lake Steelers won the 
2018 Perimeter Cup in the 4TH annual 
Perimeter Cup Hockey Tournament 
held March 16th – 18th. The Steelers 
defeated the Oxford House Devils 
who placed second in the finals. Also, 
in the winner’s circle was the God’s 
Lake Timberwolves, the third-place 
winners. The tournament, which 
had seven teams competing, was 
hosted by the God’s Lake First 
Nation in northeastern Manitoba and 
sponsored by Perimeter Aviation. 

Perimeter Aviation is a strong 
believer in Corporate Social 
Responsibilities including Healthy 
Living, Stay in School and Suicide 

Perimeter Airlines employees  
and God’s Lake Narrows residents 
on Community Clean-up Day.

Prevention. After listening to 
feedback from the community 
leaders about the importance 
of maintaining a healthy lifestyle in 
the north, Perimeter initiated the 
event in order to involve as many 
communities as possible. Perimeter 
continues to sponsor the cup.

The first annual Perimeter Cup 
Hockey Tournament in 2015 was 
hosted by the Garden Hills First 
Nation situated on shores of Island 
Lake in northeast Manitoba. The 
following year, the event was hosted 
by Wasagamack First Nation, which 
is also located on Island Lake; in 
2017 by Garden Hill and this year 
by God’s Lake First Nation. 

God’s Lake First Nation is located 
on the shores of God’s Lake, the 
seventh largest lake in the province, in 
an area known as God’s Lake Narrows. 
By air, it is about 250 km southeast 
of Thompson and 550 km northeast 
from Winnipeg. The community is 
accessible year-round by air, plus by 
a seasonal winter road. The name 
God’s Lake Narrows is shared by two 
communities joined by a causeway: 
smaller non-reserve designated place 
and the other, the God’s Lake First 
Nation reserve. The First Nation is 
a signatory to the 1909 adhesion 
Treaty 5, has a registered population 
of 2,638 (September 2014), and is 
Swampy Cree, more specifically Rocky 
Cree (Asinīskīwiyiniwak). The main 
dialect spoken is Cree and English. 



One Reservation. 
One Ticket. One Fare. 

1-800-465-2327 
BEARSKINAIRLINES.COM

1-800-665-8986 
PERIMETER.CA

Choosing Perimeter and 
Bearskin gets easier this fall!

Contact Perimeter Aviation or Bearskin Airlines today to book limited 
connecting travel. Starting fall 2018, contact Perimeter Aviation or 

Bearskin Airlines to book either airline systemwide! Take advantage 
of connecting flights over Sioux Lookout or Thunder Bay for a 

totally seamless service.

No other airline matches this awesome route network! Using 
our joint airport counters in Thunder Bay and Sioux Lookout we 

facilitate connections and bag transfers making your 
travel seamless and effortless.
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God’s Lake First Nation is a member 
of the Keewatin Tribal Council 
which represents 11-member reserves 
in northern Manitoba. It also has 
political affiliations with the non-
profit political advocacy organization 
Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak 
(MKO), and Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs (AMC) which represents 63 
of 64 First Nations in Manitoba. 

With hockey season now over, 
Perimeter Aviation launched its 2018 
BBQ season with a well-attended 
community BBQ at God’s Lake First 
Nation where there was plenty of food, 
refreshments and prizes, including 
return flights on Perimeter.

  

God’s Lake Steelers: Winners  
of the 2018 Perimeter Cup!

http:// perimeter.ca 
http:// bearskinairlines.com 
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Last year Perimeter Aviation 
launched the Bill Wehrle Scholarship 
after the late Bill Wehrle, a pioneer 
in Manitoba aviation and founder 
of Perimeter Aviation, who passed 
away on June 4, 2015. 

Mr. Wehrle started Perimeter 
Aviation in 1960 as Canada’s first 
private Instrument Flight Rating (IFR) 
School. Sixteen years later, in 1976, 
the company purchased the northern 
interior flight routes of another airline 
plus two Twin Otter aircraft and 
expanded to almost 100 employees. 
Perimeter now employs approximately 
750 employees and provides vital, 
regularly scheduled service across 
Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario. 

As Nick Vodden, President 
and CEO of Perimeter Aviation 
stated, the idea for a scholarship 
evolved from ongoing discussions 
with the leadership of our partner 
communities. “We wanted to put 
an educational program in place 
for the north and the communities 
Perimeter serves. We decided on 
creating an aviation scholarship to 
honour Bill,” said Vodden, adding 

“It is part of Perimeter’s culture to 
give back to the north, to promote 

aviation to our customers and to 
encourage Indigenous youth to 
consider a career in aviation.” 

Offered on a recurring basis, 
the Bill Wehrle Scholarship 
provides financial assistance and 
encouragement for Indigenous 
students looking to join the aviation 
field within the company’s three 
aviation streams of commercial 
pilot, aircraft maintenance or 
aviation management. To be eligible, 
candidates must be a Canadian 
citizen, identify as being First Nation, 
hold a Grade 12 diploma, have 
an evidenced interest in the field 
of aviation and maintain close ties 
with their Indigenous heritage.

The first recipient of the 
Bill Wehrle Scholarship recently 
announced is Timothy Mason from 
St. Theresa Point First Nation in 
northern Manitoba. Mason, who 
currently resides in Winnipeg, 
attended junior high and high school 
in Brandon and had always wanted 
to go into the field of aviation. He 
credits the encouragement to stay 
in school and graduate from the 
school’s music program. “I credit 
the teachers with giving those that 

are marginalized with something 
outside of academia,” said Mason, 
who plays alto-saxophone and bass 
guitar. He is a member of the JUNO 
award-winning band Indian City, 
winner of the JUNO Aboriginal 
Recording of the Year for their 
album Hometown, and nominee for 
the 2018 Indigenous Album of the 
Year for album Here and Now. 

For the past 4 ½ years, Mason has 
also been taking flight school training 
at St. Andrews north of Winnipeg 
while working full-time. It’s been 
hard work, but Mason has been 
highly driven to obtain his private 
pilot’s license, sometimes losing pay 
so he could attend training. He will 
soon have his private pilot’s license 
and, with assistance from the Bill 
Wehrle Scholarship, will continue on 
to becoming a commercial pilot. 

While music has already made 
him a role model, Mason hopes 
the Bill Wehrle Scholarship and a 
future career in aviation, will allow 
him to continue inspiring others, 
especially Indigenous children at risk, 
demonstrating through hard work, 
that the sky is the limit. 

  

(left to right)   
Michael Yellowback, 
Perimeter Aviation; 
Timothy Mason, 2018 
Bill Wehrle Aviation 
Scholarship Recipient; 
and Ken Wood, 
Perimeter Aviation.

The Bill Wehrle Scholarship
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 By Elle Andra-Warner 

An Oji-Cree First Nation reserve 
with 459 (2006) population, the 
Bearskin Lake First Nation (BLFN) 
is on the west shore of Michikan 
Lake (“Fish Trap Lake”). It is made 
up of three settlements which are 
all connected by gravel all-weather 
roads. The community is accessible 
year-round only by air, but during 
certain winter months a seasonal 
ice road connects to Muskrat Dam, 
Pickle Lake, and Sioux Lookout 
from which there is access to the 
Northern Ontario highway system. 

The First Nation is named for 
Bearskin Lake where it was originally 
located until the summer of 1932. 
That’s when forest fires were burning 
in Northwestern Ontario, resulting 
in the Anishnewac moving their 
main community from Bearskin Lake 
about 50 km south east to its present 
location on Michikan Lake. Within 
the 12,626-Hectare (31,200-acre) 
Bearskin Lake reserve is a segment 
of Severn Lake and the Severn River 
into which Michikan Lake flows. 

Once a satellite community 
of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 
First Nation (Big Trout Lake First 
Nation), Bearskin Lake First Nation 
received full Band and reserve status 
in 1975. It is policed by the Nishnawbe 
Aski Police Service and is a member 
of the Windigo First Nations Council, a 
regional tribal council that is a member 
of the Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN). 

Twenty-four years ago, in 1994, the 
Bearskin Lake Canadian Ranger Patrol 
was launched. Rangers are members 

Bearskin Lake First Nation  
Blue Bomber fans flew to 

Winnipeg last fall courtesy 
of Perimeter Aviation 

to attend a game at the 
Investor Group Field.

From a cultural week, hunting festivals and ice fishing derby to a music video, Canadian rangers Patrol  
and the award-winning Junior Canadian rangers, bearskin lake First nations is a hub of activity  
in northern ontario 429 kilometres (km) northeast of sioux lookout in the Kenora district. 



www.tikinagan.org

Mamow 
Obiki-ahwahsoowin

everyone working together to raise our children

Tikinagan protects children and 
works with families who are 
experiencing difficulties. Whenever 
possible, we work to keep children 
and families together - but 
sometimes children may need to 
live apart from their families for a 
time. We first look to extended 
family for foster care, but some 
children don’t have this option and 
this is why we need foster families.
 
BE A FOSTER PARENT
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
By being a foster parent, you can 
make a real difference in the life 
of a child. You can help them stay 
connected to their community, 
family, friends and culture while 
giving them a safe and stable home.

Tikinagan provides orientation, 
training, ongoing support and 
respite to foster families. Foster 
parents are a valuable part of a 
team dedicated to meeting the 
needs of children in care.

MEETING THE NEEDS 
OF OUR FAMILIES
To meet the needs of our First 
Nation families, no matter where 
they are residing, we are looking 
for Indigenous foster parents in 
many communities. 

We are looking for foster parents 
in: any of the 30 First Nation 
communities we serve, 
Sioux Lookout, Dryden, Kenora,
Thunder Bay and Red Lake.

FIND OUT MORE
Visit our website or call us at 
1-800-465-3624 to start speaking 
with us today about your future as 
a foster parent.
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of Canada’s part-time Reserve Force 
and in Northern Ontario are in 23 
remote Cree, Oji-Cree and Ojibway 
First Nations. Responsible for 
protecting Canada’s sovereignty and 
defending her coastal interests, the 
Rangers regularly train alongside the 
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) and 
provide local expertise, guidance, 
advice and skilled assistance in 
emergencies such as natural disasters, 
and search and rescues. During 2016, 
the Rangers in Ontario’s Far North 
saved 32 lives and carried out 25 
search and rescue operations. Last 
summer in July 2017, 37 rangers 
from six First Nations – including 
BLFN – conducted joint exercises 
at Quicksand Rapids on Windigo 
River near Muskrat Dam First Nation, 
about 575 km north of Thunder Bay. 

In 1999, with the Canadian Rangers 
as mentors and with community 
support, the Bearskin Lake Junior 
Canadian Rangers (JCR) program 
for boys and girls aged 12 to 18 was 
established. The youths are taught 
traditional skills (including hunting, 
fishing, living on the land), life 
skills (e.g. living healthy, protecting 
environment) and Canadian Ranger 

skills (first aid; volunteering; safely 
using boats, snowmobiles, ATV, 
and rifles; and, much more). 

At the 2015 JCR Western Games 
held 50 km north of Geraldton, the 
JCR patrol from Bearskin Lake was 
named the outstanding Junior Ranger 
patrol in Northern Ontario for a 
second consecutive year. Captain Caryl 
Fletcher, the officer commanding the 
19 Junior Ranger patrols in Northern 
Ontario, told the Wawatay News 
(12/01/2015), “It is the first time a 
patrol has won the award twice. That 
is an outstanding achievement.”

On the music scene, a YouTube 
music video “Never Stop” recorded 
by a 10-year-old from BLFN and 
released in March 2018 has already 
been seen by thousands. Quincy 
Kamenawatamin (performs as Quincy 
Kam) made the video in a workshop 
with Winnipeg-based performer, beat 
maker and educator Rup Monsta. The 
workshop was part of the “Chance 
Life” initiative in NAN communities, 
aimed at improving youth mental 
health and preventing suicide. Quincy 
told CBC News that he hopes to 

“make movies and be an actor when 

http:// www.tikinagan.org 


IMPORTANT CHANGES TO 
PARTNERSHIP WITH AEROPLAN PROGRAM

Effective December 31, 2017, Bearskin Airlines legally merged with 
Perimeter Aviation. Operational alignment of the two airlines will be 
completed in 2018, following which Bearksin Airlines will commence 
participation in Perimeter Aviation’s Frequent Flyer Program.

Aimia and Bearskin Airlines have mutually agreed to terminate Bearskin’s 
participation in Aeroplan effective June 30, 2018. Notice is hereby made 
to Members of the Aeroplan Program as follows:

• June 30, 2018: Date at which Members will cease to be able 
to accrue Aeroplan Miles and obtain Award Tickets.

• December 30, 2018: Last date that Members can request retroactive 
Aeroplan Miles accrual for flight activity up to June 30, 2018 inclusively.

• May 28, 2019: Final date that Bearskin Airlines will honour 
Aeroplan Award Tickets.

Bearskin Airlines would like to take this opportunity to thank Aimia and 
all Members of the Aeroplan Program for their collaboration and support.
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he grows up;" in the meantime, his 
next step is “to start writing his own 
music and learn to play the piano.”

Special annual community events 
are happening at BLFN throughout 
the year. In February, the ice fishing 
derby is held where past prizes 
have included a pickup truck, and in 
March, a culture week. There are also 
two hunting festivals, one held the 
second week in June and the other 
a four-day moose derby during the 
third week in September where people 
go hunting Wednesday/Thursday 
and celebrate on Friday/Saturday. 

Lots of sports opportunities for 
the youth including competitive 
sports events in hockey, soccer, 
floor hockey and broomball. The 
community arena, dedicated as 
the Roger McKay Jr. Memorial 
Arena, has plenty of recreational 
programs. There’s also diverse sports 
opportunities for youth including 
competitive sports events in hockey, 
soccer, floor hockey and broomball.

And last CFL football season, the 
youth and members of BLFN were 
special guests at a home game of the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers, thanks to a 
new initiative by Perimeter Aviation 
and Exchange Income Corporation 
in partnership with Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers. Flights, accommodations, 
transportation and meals were 
provided to bring them to Winnipeg 
for a VIP experience. At the time, 
Mike Pyle, Chief Executive Officer 
of Exchange Income Corporation 
said, “They are going to be treated 
like rock stars when they come down 
here and get the full game experience.” 
An exciting time for everyone!

   "As for governance, the 
Chief of the Bearskin Lake First 
Nations is Rodney McKay.  Every three 
years, the Chief, Deputy Chief and 
four Band Council members are 
elected under the Custom Electoral 
System.  The next election will be in 
October 2018 for three Councillors 
and then in March 2020, for the Chief, 
Deputy Chief and one Councillor."
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Diabetes is a chronic disease 
in which the body either cannot 
produce insulin or cannot properly 
use the insulin it produces. Insulin 
is a hormone that controls the 
amount of sugar (glucose) in the 
blood. Diabetes leads to high 
blood sugar levels, which can 
damage organs, blood vessels and 
nerves. The body needs insulin to 
use sugar as an energy source. 

Type 1 (formerly referred to as 
juvenile diabetes) occurs when 
the immune system mistakenly 
attacks and kills the beta cells 
of the pancreas. No, or very little, 

insulin is released into the body. 
As a result, sugar builds up in the 
blood instead of being used as 
energy. About 10 per cent of people 
with diabetes have type 1 diabetes. 
Type 1 diabetes generally develops 
in childhood or adolescence, but 
can develop in adulthood.

Type 2 diabetes occurs when the 
body can’t properly use the insulin 
that is released or does not make 
enough insulin. As a result, sugar 
builds up in the blood instead 
of being used as energy. About 
90 percent of people with diabetes 
have type 2 diabetes. Type 2 diabetes 

more often develops in adults, 
but children can be affected.

In the mid 1980’s children from 
Northern Manitoba were being 
seen at the Children’s Hospital in 
Winnipeg for high blood sugars 
that were not consistent with 
type 1 diabetes. Over the past 30 
years, the number of children and 
teens diagnosed with the “adult 
form” of diabetes has increased so 
dramatically scientists and doctors 
had to change the name of the 
disease from adult-onset diabetes 
to “type 2 diabetes.” Prior to 1985, 
this condition did not affect youth. 

Preventing tyPe 2 Diabetes  
in inDigenous youth



132 Deluxe Rooms and Suites
Complimentary Breakfast
Free High-Speed Internet

Executive Style Extended Stay Suites

RESERVATIONS  1-800-465-3844RESERVATIONS  1-800-465-3844 WWW.SUNSETINNSCANADA.COMWWW.SUNSETINNSCANADA.COM

Employment Opportunities ~ Information on Foster Parenting
Information about our services ~ Learn more about Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin

www.tikinagan.org

Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin
everyone working together to raise our children

Working hand-in-hand with parents, extended family, Elders, local resources 
and First Nation leadership, Tikinagan helps families and protects children.  

Tikinagan was created and is governed by the 30 First Nations we serve.  We do 
not follow mainstream practices but use the Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin 

service model which is based on traditional practices.  It was developed and 
approved by the First Nations we serve and is delivered by First Nations people.
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Courtesy of Andrea Kwasnicki,  
Diabetes Canada

http:// www.sunsetinnscanada.com 
http:// www.tikinagan.org 


Get the latest information 
about beach safety, water 
testing, lyme disease, tick 
identification 
and photo 
submission. 
For more
information
visit our web
site or the
App Store.
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Scientists and physicians at 
the Children’s Hospital Research 
Institute of Manitoba have created 
a team focused on understanding 
why some children develop type 
2 diabetes and while others seem 
protected from it. The DREAM 
theme is an interdisciplinary group 
dedicated to improving the lives 
of children living with diabetes and 
their families. Since its inception in 
2012, the DREAM theme has secured 
~$20 million and published >200 
papers related to type 2 diabetes in 
children. The team is focused on 
three priority areas: (1) prevention 
of type 2 diabetes; (2) the early 
origins of type 2 diabetes; and 
(3) the complications associated 
with type 2 diabetes. Guided by 
an Indigenous Stakeholder group 
and a patient advisory circle, the 
team develops studies that are 
relevant to families and aimed 
at reducing the burden of type 2 
diabetes and it’s complications 
among families in Canada. 

Over the past five years, this 
team has seen 1-2 youth develop 
type 2 diabetes in Manitoba. This 
unprecedented rise on type 2 diabetes 
in youth presents a challenge to health 
care providers. Youth often live in 
northern remote areas, they often 
live in households with few resources 
to buy healthy foods and, as most 
are Indigenous, as well as suffering 

from historical and on-going trauma 
associated with colonization. So 
what is the medical community and 
Diabetes Canada doing to support 
youth and their families living with 
or at risk for type 2 diabetes?

DREAM has consulted with elders 
and community stakeholders to 
understand their perspectives and 
their needs. Universally, elders have 
said that diabetes amongst indigenous 
youth was non-existent prior to 
colonization. Elders and stakeholders 
are invested in the future generations 
and request that programs focus on 
prevention. Ideally, this prevention 
is grounded in cultural teachings 
and Indigenous worldviews. One 
such program currently running in 
8 communities in Manitoba and 13 
across Canada, is the Aboriginal Youth 
Mentorship Program (AYMP). AYMP 
is a 20-week afterschool program 
for young children, led by teens in 
the community, and centered on a 
concept of resilience developed by 
an Indigenous scientist called the 
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daryl GoertZen

It is with our deepest sympathy  

that Daryl Goertzen passed away  

March 6th, 2018, surrounded by family  

and loved ones.

As we remember Daryl, we remember 

his bright smile, his friendly encounters, 

and his love for the people he worked  

with. In his spare time when he wasn’t  

at work he was an avid Bomber Fan,  

but more specifically a Winnipeg Fan. 

He enjoyed fishing, photography, music, 

among many other things. He was part  

of the Perimeter Family for 17 years;  

his dedication and commitment has been 

an integral part of our success.

“On behalf of our family” stated 

Daryl’s father, “I would like to extend 

our sincere thanks and appreciation to 

the management and staff at Perimeter 

Aviation for all the support and care shown 

to us. Daryl looked forward to working 

with everyone each day. I have met almost 

all of his co-workers and appreciate 

their expressions of care for Daryl.”

in lieu of flowers, please send a 

donation to Cancer Care manitoba.

Circle of Courage. The elements 
of the Circle of Courage, belonging, 
mastery, independence and generosity 
are taught and adopted by the teen 
mentors. The program also provides 
healthy snacks and regular activity for 
children. With the support of Diabetes 
Canada, evaluations of AYMP reveal 
it reduces risk factors for type 2 
diabetes and improves a sense 
of self-worth in children. The goal 
for this program is to expand broadly 
across Canada and become integrated 
in school curriculum of activities 

to ensure that as many Indigenous 
children in Canada can participate 
and reap the rewards of resilience-
based wellness promotion. In 
2018 over 700 children, across 
five provinces has an opportunity 
to participate in this program.

This year, the team was awarded 
the prestigious Banting Award from 
Diabetes Canada for its work on 
type 2 diabetes in youth. Our patient 
advisory circle also released its first 
video to share the voice of children 
living with type 2 diabetes and 
their desire for a safer, unbiased 
approach to managing their disease. 

With these new developments 
and dedicated individuals, we 
hope to dramatically improve 
the lives of children living with 
type 2 diabetes and their families, 
and simultaneously reduce rates 
of this disease across Canada. 

To learn more, visit the following 
websites: www.diabetes.ca and 
www.dreamdiabetesresearch.com.  
To watch the video, please visit:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v= 
S9Xi0OZmMDI.

  

http:// www.diabetes.ca 
http:// www.dreamdiabetesresearch.com.
http:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=


Follow us!

representing:
Bearskin Airlines, Calm Air, Custom Helicopters,
Keewatin Air and Perimeter Aviation
www.charterconnexions.com
Toll-Free: 1-888-831-8472
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Connecting Horizons aspires to 
educate our readers about the cities 
and communities in northwestern 
Ontario and Manitoba by 
promoting events, tourism and 
economic development. The 
magazine is “on board” over 500 
flights weekly to destinations in 
Ontario and Manitoba on both 
Bearskin Airlines and Perimeter 
Aviation, reaching over 250,000 
readers annually!

Each issue circulates for three 
months with supplementary 
circulation provided by 
Canada Post. Connecting Horizons 
can also be viewed online at 
www.bearskinairlines.com and 
www.perimeter.ca.

If you are a freelance writer 
and interested in contributing 
to our publication, let us know! 
Just forward a couple of samples 
of your work and advise us of the 
types of features that you would be 
interested in writing about.

We look forward to hearing from 
you! Please direct your submissions 
and any questions to:

Patti Gresham, 
Editor of Connecting Horizons 
pgresham@bearskinairlines.com

  
 

http:// www.charterconnexions.com 
http:// www.bearskinairlines.com 
http:// www.perimeter.ca.
mailto:pgresham@bearskinairlines.com
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the haunting beat of the drum echoes, the cry of the lead singer calls out  
soon followed by others, the dancers enter… the Pow Wow begins!

A celebration of social and spiritual 
gatherings, the Pow Wow honours the 
leaders and customs of Indigenous 
peoples celebrating life, culture and 
tradition. In past, Pow Wows were 
gatherings celebrating a successful 
hunt or victorious war party. Today 
they are a celebration of being 
Indigenous having a connection with 
their First Nation cultural heritage.

Pow Wows begin with the Grand 
Entry initiated by a single singer who 
calls the dancers into the sacred 
circle. A parade of dancers, elders 
and honoured guests enter moving 
in a clockwise direction carrying 
flags representing the hosting First 
Nations, as well as eagle staffs. The 
drum group consisting of four to 
twelve drummers, traditionally all 
males, sit in a small circle with a 

bass drum at its centre. The drum 
represents the heartbeat of Mother 
Earth. The songs hold specific 
meaning passed down from one 
generation to the next. Some songs 
have a special purpose, like prayer 
songs, memorial or honour songs.

Dances are an important part 
of the Pow Wow relating to the songs 
performed. Divided into categories 
and separated into men’s and women’s, 
and by age. Men’s dance categories 
include Traditional, Grass Dance 
and Fancy Dance. Women’s include 
Traditional, Jingle Dress and Fancy 
Shawl Dance. Each depending 
on the region. 

Dancers dress in colourful, outfits 
relating to the specific style of dance 
as they circle the dance area in a

clockwise direction. The regalia 
or outfit each dancer chooses to 
wear is selected by traditional 
beliefs each having a personal 
story to tell. Adorned with 
beadwork, accented with feathers, 
ribbons, tassels, bells or jingles, 
each piece signifies something 
unique and special to the dancer. 

   Hosted by first nations 
communities, there are two types 
of Pow Wows, traditional and 
competition attracting dancers and 
drums who compete for cash. Both 
have ceremonial and social elements 
and preserve and enrich traditions 
and culture. Dancers and singers can 
travel from one Pow Wow to another 
following ‘The Pow Wow Trail!’

Grand Entry of Fort William First 
Nation’s 2017 Pow Wow held annually 
on Anemki Wajiw (Mount McKay). 
Photo credit: Chad Kirvan.
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august 10-12 
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Scanterbury  
(204) 766-2652 
www.brokenheadojibwaynation.net

august 10-12 
5TH Annual Norway House  
Cree Nation Competition Pow Wow 
Norway House Cree Nation 
(204) 301-1816 or (204) 359-5192 
www.nhcn.ca

august 13-18 
Opaskwayak Indian Days  
Traditional Pow Wow 
The Pas 
www.opaskwayakcreenation.ca

manitoba 

July 14-15 
Skownan First Nation Pow Wow 
Skownan Pow Wow Grounds 
(204) 628-3373 
www.skofn.com

July 17-19 
Peguis First Nation Annual 
Competition Pow Wow  
Peguis 
(204) 292-7013 
www.peguisfirstnation.ca

July 31 – august 2 
Ada Wilson “Grey Cloud Woman”  
Competition Pow Wow 
Fisher River Cree Nation 
(204) 645-2283 
www.fisherriver.ca

august 3-5 
Long Plain First Nation 
Competiton Pow Wow 
Portage La Prairie 
www.islandontheprairies.ca

ontario

July 6-7 
First Nation & Aboriginal 
Advisory Committee 
12TH Annual Traditional  
Pow Wow and Gathering 
French River Visitor Centre 
(705) 774-6695 or (705) 857-1630

July 6-8 
35TH Biigtigong Nishnaabeg 
Traditional Pow Wow 
Pic River Pow Wow Grounds 
Heron Bay 
(807) 228-1703 
Email: michano@picriver.com

July 6-8 
Onigaming First Nation PowWow 
Nestor Falls 
(807) 484-2162 
www.onigaming.ca

July 7-8 
Sheguiandah First Nation 
Traditional Jiingtimok 
Sheguiandah Pow Wow Grounds 
(705) 368-2726

July 13-15 
Naotkamegwanning First Nation 
Whitefish Bay Traditional 
Powwow 
Sioux Narrows 
(807) 226-5654 
Email: naotkam@bellnet.ca

July 14-15 
Temagami First Nation  
Annual Pow Wow 
Municipality of Temagami 
(705) 237-8900 
Email: tyler.paul@temagami 
firstnation.ca

July 20-22 
Red Rock First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Lake Helen Reserve 
(807) 887-2510

July 20-22 
Seine River First Nations  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Mine Centre  
(807) 599-2224 
www.seineriverfirstnation.ca

Hoop dance performed at the 
Anishinawbe Keeshigun annual 
festival. Photo courtesy of  
Fort William Historical Park.

http:// www.skofn.com 
http:// www.peguisfirstnation.ca 
http:// www.fisherriver.ca 
http:// www.islandontheprairies.ca 
http:// www.brokenheadojibwaynation.net 
http:// www.nhcn.ca 
http:// www.opaskwayakcreenation.ca 
http:// www.onigaming.ca 
http:// firstnation.ca 
http:// www.seineriverfirstnation.ca 
mailto:michano@picriver.com
mailto:naotkam@bellnet.ca
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July 20-22 
Wauzhushk Onigum (Rat Portage) 
First Nation Traditional Pow Wow 
Kenora 
(807) 548-5663 
www.facebook.com/wonation38B

July 21-22 
Pays Plat First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Pays Plat Pow Wow Grounds 
(807) 824-2541 

July 28-29 
Whitefish Lake First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
"Homecoming-In Honor  
of Our Families" 
Anishnawbek Pow Wow Grounds, 
Naughton 
(705) 855-4050 
Email: Kimberly_lynn@hotmail.com

august 4-5 
Thessalon First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Thessalon Pow Wow Grounds 
(705) 842-2670 Ext. 236

august 4-5 
Michipicoten First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Pow Wow Grounds 
(705) 856-1993 
Email: lpeterson@michipicoten.com

august 4-6 
Lake of the Eagles Pow Wow 
Eagle Lake Pow Wow Grounds 
Eagle River 
(807) 755-5526 
Email: eaglereception@migisi.ca

august 5-7 
Maamwi-zwaad Anishnaabek – CHI Pow Wow 
Laurentian Community Track 
Sudbury 
Email: chipowwow@maawnjidmi.com

august 10-12 
Iskatewizaagegan First Nation  
(Shoal Lake 39) Summer Pow Wow 
Kejick, (807) 733-2560

august 10-12 
28TH Genaabaajii Annual Traditional Pow Wow 
Serpent River First Nation 
Cutler, (705) 844-2298

august 17-19 
Kiashke Zaaging Anishinaabek 
Gull Bay First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
(807) 982-0006 
www.facebook.com/Kiashke-Zaaging

august 17-19 
Asubpeeschoseewagong 
Grassy Narrows First Nation Pow Wow 
(807) 925-2649 
www.grassynarrows.ca

august 17-19 
Lac Seul First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
(807) 738-4927 
www.lsfn.ca

august 24-26 
Obashkaandagaang First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Kenora, (807) 543-2532

august 24-26 
Lac La Croix First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Emo, (807) 485-2431 
Email: reception@llcfn.ca

august 18-19 
Garden River First Nation  
Traditional Pow-Wow 
“Honouring Our Women” 
(705) 946-6300 
Email: territice66@gmail.com

august 18-19 
8TH Mattagami First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Mattagami First Nation 
(888) 269-7729 

august 18-19 
23RD Wahnapitae  
First Nation Pow Wow 
Wahnapitae Pow Wow Grounds 
(705) 858-0610 
www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com

august 18-19 
25TH Wawaskinaga  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Whitefish River First Nation 
Birch Island Pow Wow Grounds  
(705) 285-4335

august 25-26 
22nd Zhiibaahaasing First Nation  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Pow Wow Grounds 
(705) 283-3963

august 31 – september 2 
Wabigoon Lake Annual  
Traditional Pow Wow 
Wabigoon Lake Band Reserve 
Dryden, (807) 938-6684

september 1-2 
28TH M’Chigeeng First Nation  
Pow Wow 
M’Chigeeng Pow Wow Grounds 
(705) 377-5362 
Email: reneec@mchigeeng.ca

september 1-2 
30TH Nipissing First Nation 
Traditional Pow Wow 
NFN Cultural Grounds 
North Bay 
(705) 753-2050 Ext. 1290 
Email: audreyc@nfn.ca

  

Women’s Jingle Dress at the 2017 International  
Pow Wow. Photo credit: Gio Navarro, courtesy of  
POP Entertainment and Management.
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Catering to all of your business and leisure 
needs, with an Indoor Pool, Fitness Centre 
and Complimentary Hot Breakfast!

350 Government Rd W, Kirkland Lake (705) 462-2401
1312 Kingsway, Sudbury (705) 470-6161
1960 Riverside Drive, Timmins (705) 264-1477
724 Great Northern Rd, Sault Ste Marie (705) 910-0180

Toll Free: (800) 337-0050
www.microtelinn.com

BRILLIANTLY SIMPLE.
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dryden  
www.dryden.ca

July 14-15 
Frog Jog

July 18 
Max the Moose Birthday Party

august 23-25 
Dryden Fall Fair 
www.drydenfair.ca

Fort FranCes 
www.fortfranceschamber.com

July 19-21 
24TH Annual Bass Championship 
www.canadian bass.com

Kenora 
www.kenora.ca

June 29 – september 1 
Kenora Great War Project Exhibit 
Lake of the Woods Museum 
www.lakeofthewoodsmuseum.ca

august 3-5 
Harbourfest 
Whitecap Pavilion 
www.harbourfest.ca

august 9-11 
Kenora Bass International 
www.kbifishing.com

north bay 

July 28 
Mattawa River Canoe Race

august 3-5 
Summer in the Park Festival 
Waterfront Park 
www.northbaysummerinthepark.ca

august 8-12 
North Bay Jack Garland  
Airport 80TH Anniversary 
Commemorative Air Force B-29  
on site, tours and rides

red laKe 
www.redlake.ca

July 20-22 
Norseman Festival 
www.norsemanfestival.on.ca

september 1-2 
26TH Red Lake Fall Classic  
Walleye Tournament 
Government Dock 
www.redlakefallclassic.com

sault ste. marie

July 15 
Art at the Docks 
St. Joseph Island 
www.hiltonbeach.com

august 31 – september 2 
Batchewana First Nation Pow Wow 
(705) 759-0914

http:// www.dryden.ca 
http:// www.drydenfair.ca 
http:// www.fortfranceschamber.com 
http:// www.canadian 
http://bass.com 
http:// www.kenora.ca 
http:// www.lakeofthewoodsmuseum.ca 
http:// www.harbourfest.ca 
http:// www.kbifishing.com 
http:// www.northbaysummerinthepark.ca 
http:// www.redlake.ca 
http:// www.norsemanfestival.on.ca 
http:// www.redlakefallclassic.com 
http:// www.microtelinn.com 
http:// www.hiltonbeach.com 


EXCITEMENT
WHOLE FAMILY!

for the 

One of Canada’s top outdoor 
attractions, Fort William Historical 
Park has something everyone will 
enjoy: award-winning historic 
programs, festivals and events, 
an astronomical observatory with 
one of Central Canada’s largest 
telescopes, a scenic campground, 
and outdoor adventure 
opportunities!

Fort William Historical Park
1350 King Road • Thunder Bay • Ontario • Canada • P7K 1L7

807-473-2344 • www.fwhp.ca

Open year-round 

Plan your visit today!
FORT undeR siegeAug

18-19

AnisHnAWBe KeesHigunJune
9-10

CAnAdA dAyJuLy
1

HAunTed FORT nigHT
OCTOBeR: 4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 25-28

OCT
TH-sun

uPCOming 
FesTivALs & evenTs

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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July 19-21 
Rotaryfest 
Clergue Park 
www.rotaryfest.com

July 27-29 
CanAm President’s Cup Poker Run 
Waterfront 
www.saulttourism.ca

september 15-19 
Bushplane Days 
Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre 
www.bushplane.com

siouX looKout

august 3-12 
Sioux Lookout Blueberry Festival 
www.blueberrybert.com

august 9-10 
36TH Annual Home, Trade & Craft Show 
Sioux Lookout Rec Centre – Arena 
chamber@siouxlookout.com

sudbury 

July 6-8 
Northern Lights Festival 
Bell Park 
www.nlfb.ca

July 15-22 
Greater Sudbury Blueberry Festival 
www.blueberryfestival.ca

July 20 
36TH Annual Sudbury Gem  
and Mineral Show 
Carmichael Arena 
www.ccfms.ca

september 1-2 
Sudbury Ribfest 
www.downtownsudbury.com

thompson, manitoba

sept. 1-2 
Northern Manitoba  
Walleye Championship 
Paint Lake 
(204) 677-2216 
www.kickerfish.ca

http:// www.rotaryfest.com 
http:// www.saulttourism.ca 
http:// www.bushplane.com 
http:// www.blueberrybert.com 
http:// www.nlfb.ca 
http:// www.blueberryfestival.ca 
http:// www.ccfms.ca 
http:// www.downtownsudbury.com 
http:// www.kickerfish.ca 
http:// www.fwhp.ca 
mailto:chamber@siouxlookout.com
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thunder bay 

June 21 – november 25 
Christi Belcourt Exhibition 
Thunder Bay Art Gallery 
www.theag.ca

July 6-8 
Thunder Bay Blues Festival 
Marina Park 
www.tbayblues.ca

July 21 
Festival of India 
Marina Park 
www.indiafestbay.com

august 10-12 
BrewHa! Craft Beer Festival 
Prince Arthur’s Landing

august 18-19 
Fort Under Siege 
Fort William Historical Park 
www.fwhp.ca

september 9 
Festival of Colours 
Marina Park 
www.festivalofcolours.ca

timmins

august 24-26 
Great Canadian Kayak  
Challenge and Festival 
Mountjoy Park 
www.thegreatcanadiankayak 
challenge.com

september 8-9 
Timmins Fall Fair 
www.fallfair.infp

Thunder Bay’s annual Festival of India  
held in Marina Park.

WinnipeG

July 5-8 
Winnipeg Folk Festival 
Birds Hill Park 
www.winnipegfolkfestival.ca

July 18-29 
Winnipeg Fringe Festival 
Various venues 
www.winnipegfringe.com

July 28  
Folklorama Festival 
Various Venues 
www.folklorama.ca

august 17-18 
Winnipeg BBQ and  
Blues Festival 
Smith Street and Burton  
Cummings Theatre 
www.winnipegbbqandblues.ca

august 23 
Winnipeg Classic Rockfest 
Shaw Park 
www.winnipegclassicrockfest.com

august 24-26 
Rotary Ribfest 
The Forks Festival Stage 
www.ribfestwinnipeg.ca

september 7-9 
Manyfest: Downtown Street Festival 
Portage Avenue 
www.manyfest.ca

september 13 
Metallica 
Bell MTS Place 
www.worldwired.metallica.com

september 19 
Keith Urban 
Bell MTS Place 
www.keithurban.net
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GET TO KNOW US BETTER 
We recognize it takes world-class people to 
run world-class mines safely.  When you 
work with us, you’re part of a growing    
community of skilled professionals         
committed to pioneering advances in safe, 
modern and sustainable mining. 

GOLDCORP ADVANTAGE 
High-Quality, Profitable Production  
Gold Focused 
Investment-Grade Balance Sheet 
Responsible Mining Practices 
Low Political Risk 

COMMITTED TO 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Our mines are committed to responsible  
mining and sustainability excellence.   
We believe transparency in all levels of  
reporting is fundamental to building and  
maintaining trust amongst the people  
and communities affected  
by our operations. 

http:// www.goldcorp.com 

