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Chickasaw Royalty 2022-23

From left, Governor Bill Anoatubby, Little Miss Chickasaw Sari Walker, Chickasaw Junior Princess Maggie Stick, Chickasaw Princess Winter Wolfe and Lt. 
Governor Chris Anoatubby. Miss Walker, Miss Stick and Miss Wolfe were crowned 2022-2023 Chickasaw Royalty at the Chickasaw Princess Pageant on 
Sept. 26 in Ada. 

Young Chickasaw female artists 
to submit Dynamic Women art

The Dynamic Women of the 
Chickasaw Nation Butterfly Art 
Contest invites female Chickasaw 
artists, ages 14 to 18, to submit 
original artwork of a butterfly. 
Symbolic of the beauty, inspira-
tion and determination of Chicka-
saw women throughout history, 
the winning butterfly serves as 
the artwork accompanying all 
materials promoting the 2023 Dy-
namic Women of the Chickasaw 
Nation Conference.

One piece of artwork in a me-
dium of the artist’s choice may 
be submitted on pre-cut art pa-
per, canvas or art board that is 
proportional to the butterfly. 
The image of the butterfly must 
be between 5 and 20 inches. The 
butterfly will be the focus of the 
artwork, with limited or no back-
ground. Artists may use paint, 
drawing materials or collage ma-
terials (no glitter).

All submitted works, within the 
guidelines provided, will be con-
sidered for representation as the 
conference theme. The winning 
artist will receive a $500 cash 
award.

Artwork and completed entry 
forms must be submitted be-
tween Oct. 11 and Oct. 21, 2022. 

Artwork that does not meet re-
quirements will be excluded from 
judging. Artists must be between 
the ages 14 to 18 before Oct.1. 

For entry form and guidelines, 
visit Chickasaw.net/ButterflyCon-
test, call (580) 272-5520 or email 
CreativeArts@Chickasaw.net.

About the Dynamic 
Women of the Chickasaw 
Nation Conference

Recognizing the strength and 
leadership of Chickasaw women 
from all walks of life, the annual 
Dynamic Women of the Chicka-
saw Nation Conference salutes 
the valuable contributions, tal-
ents and skills of Chickasaw 
women. It is open to the public 
at no cost. Each year features a 
panel discussion, the announce-
ment of the Dynamic Woman of 
the Year and multiple speakers. 

The Chickasaw Nation Dynamic 
Woman of the Year Award was es-
tablished October 2006 to honor 
Chickasaw women who have 
made significant contributions 
to the Chickasaw Nation and its 
citizens.

Kaylie Beshirs was last year’s Chickasaw Nation Butterfly Art Contest winner. Her butterfly was used 
for all artwork promoting last year’s Dynamic Woman of the Chickasaw Nation Conference.

Tribal Blood Drive Challenge kicks off
The second Tribal Blood Drive 

Challenge is underway in Okla-
homa to assist with the statewide 
blood shortage. The Chickasaw 
Nation is partnering with the 
Choctaw Nation, Muscogee Nation 
and the Oklahoma Blood Institute 
(OBI) in a challenge to encourage 
its citizens, employees and com-
munities to donate blood through 
Jan. 31, 2023.

A full list of Chickasaw Na-
tion tribal blood drive events is 
available at Chickasaw.net/Blood-
Drive. 

“They (2021 Tribal Blood Drive 
Challenge) made a huge differ-
ence in our blood supply,” OBI 
blood program consultant Mi-
chelle McGuire said. “We have 
struggled with collections, espe-
cially during COVID. We are still 
struggling, and we feel this chal-
lenge will help increase our col-
lections and blood drives.”

OBI is the main supplier of 
blood products for Chickasaw Na-
tion Department of Health facili-
ties, and for 90% of hospitals and 
clinics in Oklahoma. The blood 
drive campaign is in response to 
the shortages in Oklahoma, North 
Texas and Arkansas. 

“For the first time, donations 
are down to an extent that has 
truly impacted the supply,” OBI 
executive director Susan Crews 
said. “We have lost access to 
most businesses, lost face-to-face 

engagement and schools were 
shut down. These face-to-face op-
portunities allowed us to build a 
relationship which encouraged 
participation. In 2020, the num-
ber of surgeries performed de-
creased because of COVID-19, and 
donations slowed down because 
of the same reason. When surgery 
levels returned to normal or near 
normal, blood donations did not 
rise to the same rate. Even now, 
people are not donating the way 
that they used to.”

Donations last year made a 
vast difference in many lives. 
The need for blood is common 
among patients in various situa-
tions, such as terminal illnesses 
like cancer and bladder, kidney, 
heart diseases and more.

“People with cancer often use 
blood and platelets, as well as 
babies in neonatal intensive care 
units (NICU) on extra corporeal 
membrane oxygenation (ECMO), 
accident victims, shooting vic-
tims and surgery patients,” Ms. 
McGuire said. “For those who may 
not know, our Air Evac helicop-
ters have O-units in the event the 
patient needs blood when being 
transported to another facility.”

According to OBI, one donation 
can save up to three lives. The do-
nation process is simple and vir-
tually painless. It takes less than 
an hour to donate blood. 

“I do not always have such an 

awesome opportunity to impact 
three lives with my one dona-
tion,” Chickasaw Nation Commis-
sioner of Health Policy Dr. Judy 
Goforth Parker said. “I may be 
participating in saving the life of 
someone’s child, grandfather or 
premature baby. It does not hurt 
me to give, and I take care of my-
self on the day that I give so that 
I feel well. If you are considering 
donating, I would say ‘thank you 
and do it!’ After you get past that 
first time experience, you realize 
that it does not hurt, and it makes 
you feel good that you are help-
ing.”

There are some patients with 
rare blood types such as A- or 
AB-. These blood types are diffi-
cult to find and keep in supply. 
Donors with rare blood types are 
especially encouraged to donate. 

“I donate to not only save a life 
but to extend a life,” Ms. McGuire 
said. “To give someone an extra 
day is a gift that can’t be bought, 
or an extra birthday, or a long life. 
When I donate blood, I know that 
someone is waiting on that unit 
and, on some occasions, many 
units for that blood. It’s our civil 
duty to help our community and 
no one can do that for us. You 
never know whose life you are 
going to impact.”

The 2021 Tribal Blood Drive 

Chickasaw Bank Museum 
debuts ‘A Look into the Past’ 

Housing Authority ushered in housing services
Established in 1966, the Chicka-

saw Housing Authority was one 
of the first such entities in the 
state formed with the mission 
to extend housing programs to 
Chickasaw people.  

It was organized just three 
years after Overton James’ ap-
pointment as Governor of the 
Chickasaw Nation and before the 
existence of tribal headquarters 
or businesses. The Chickasaw 
Housing Authority’s function was 
to administer programs from a 
new federal agency, the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) in Chickasaw 
Nation boundaries. 

Governor Bill Anoatubby said 
the Housing Authority served as 
the foundation for the wide range 
of housing services now offered 
by the tribe.  

“Establishing the Housing Au-
thority was the first step in our 
efforts to help meet the housing 
needs of our citizens,” Gov. Anoa-
tubby said in 2016. “Since then, 
housing has remained a high pri-
ority for the Chickasaw Nation, 
because high quality affordable 
housing is essential to enhancing 
the quality of life of our citizens. 
Five decades later, the Housing 
Authority still plays an important 
role in our service to the Chicka-
saw people.”  

The Oklahoma Housing Author-
ity Act of 1965 allowed for the 
creation of the Chickasaw Hous-
ing Authority. The Act recognized 
the need for safe, decent and af-
fordable housing for low-income 
families within the state and al-
lowed the establishment of public 
and First American housing au-
thorities to administer housing 
programs for the tribes and cities 
of Oklahoma.  

Fillmore, 1967
The tiny Johnston County, 

Oklahoma community of Fill-
more was the site of the first 
housing program offered by the 
Housing Authority in 1967. 

Families took part in the mu-
tual help home ownership pro-
gram and willingly invested their 
time and effort, known as “sweat 
equity,” in the construction in 
order to be involved in becom-
ing homeowners. They cleaned, 
moved rubble, laid foundations 
or performed other tasks as an 
in-kind down payment.  

The program was successful. 
As reported in a 1992 Chickasaw 
Times article, 1,864 mutual help 
homes were completed in the 
Chickasaw Housing Authority’s 
25-year history.

Homeowners made monthly 
payments for 25 years. At the 

end of the term, the Chickasaw 
Housing Authority returned the 
deeds to the land and houses to 
the families.

Gov. Anoatubby led a special 
ceremony in April 1995 at the 
Chickasaw Motor Inn in Sulphur, 
Okla., to present 75 families war-
ranty deeds to celebrate their 
achievement. 

Throughout the 1970s and ‘80s, 
the Chickasaw Housing Author-
ity worked hard to secure limited 
and extremely competitive HUD 
grants to fund projects.  

 Yet, First American tribes faced 
an uneven playing field during 
the early years, Chickasaw Nation 
Secretary of Community Services 
Wayne Scribner said. 

“You competed against all the 
bigger cities,” Mr. Scribner said in 
2016. “We were in the same boat 
as big cities in terms of gaining 
federal funds for housing. We 
were kind of a small fish in a big 
sea.” 

Undeterred, the Housing Au-
thority and the Chickasaw Nation 
worked diligently to develop sev-
eral housing programs, includ-
ing home ownership services 
and rental assistance for low-
income residents. While there 
was a Chickasaw preference for 

SEE BLOOD DRIVE, PAGE 5

SEE HOUSING AUTHORITY, PAGE 5SEE BANK EXHIBIT, PAGE 5

Lt. Gov. Anoatubby leads panel

Lt. Gov. Chris Anoatubby, with the microphone, leads a keynote panel session during the annual 
International Economic Development Conference Sept. 20 in Oklahoma City. Lt. Gov. Anoatubby 
discussed the economic and social impacts the Chickasaw Nation has on its communities, and across 
the state. The annual conference is an International Economic Development Council event. IEDC is a 
5,000-member non-profit organization that promotes economic well-being and quality of life in its 
communities.

Began in 1966 with federal programs

TISHOMINGO, Okla. - The 
Chickasaw Bank Museum in 
Tishomingo debuted a new ex-
hibit during this year’s Chicka-
saw Annual Meeting and Festival.

“Tishomingo: A Look into the 
Past” showcases photographs of 
Tishomingo from the late 1800s 
to the 1940s. Visitors can see as 
Main Street changes throughout 
the years. Several of the oldest 
photographs date from the years 
prior to 1907 Oklahoma state-
hood.

“Tishomingo: A Look into the 
Past” runs through the end of 
the year.

Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Robert M. Harris, who served 
from 1896-1898, was the vision-
ary behind the two-story Roman-
esque bank. The bank was built 
from the granite of his personal 
quarry.

The Bank of the Chickasaw Na-
tion was built in 1902 on Tisho-
mingo’s Main Street. Banking 
operations began with $25,000 
in capital, which doubled in a few 
days. After its life as a bank, the 
building was purchased by the 

The Chickasaw Bank Museum, 413 W. Main St., 
Tishomingo, Oklahoma, debuted a new exhibit 
during the Chickasaw Annual Meeting and 
Festival. “Tishomingo: A Look into the Past” runs 
Sept. 27 to Dec. 31, 2022.
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Tribe maintains careful monitoring of water quality

An Iroquois proverb states the 
decisions we make today should 
result in a sustainable world for 
seven generations into the future. 
With the advent of modern chem-
icals, which can take thousands 
of years to break down, this may 
be truer today than it was centu-
ries ago. 

The Chickasaw Nation has mon-
itored the chemical composition 
of the waters that flow through 
its land for many years. This year 
the tribe also began inventorying 
aquatic life. Life within waters 
helps evaluate its overall quality. 

“Fish species indicate water 
quality,” Chickasaw Nation di-

Species found in our streams are good indicators of the water’s health. Dr. Bruce Moring and Morgan 
Graves identify, weigh and measure fish caught while electrofishing at the Blue River.   

Student Education Days in OKC, Ada and 
Ardmore are set for Nov. 1, 2 and 3

The Chickasaw Nation Depart-
ment of Education is hosting 
three Chickasaw Nation Student 
Education Days this fall. The 
events will be offered 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Nov. 1, 2 and 3 in Okla-
homa City, Ardmore and Ada. 
Chickasaw high school students 
in grades 9-12 are invited to at-
tend the event to learn about ed-
ucational resources and discover 
programs to help them achieve 
their educational goals.

As the school year begins for 
Chickasaw high schoolers, plans 
for college are set in motion. One 
of the major challenges each stu-
dent must meet is the ACT test, as 
well as researching colleges, ap-
plying, preparing for interviews 
and writing application essays. 
Students must also think about 
funding and scholarship oppor-
tunities, which may flood their 
already busy schedules. 

The Chickasaw Nation has sev-
eral resources available to help 
with each of these elements, and 
all are highlighted during Stu-
dent Education Days events.

Student Education Days will 
feature an ACT workshop led by 
Chad Cargill, a workshop leader 
who took the test 18 times in high 
school, raising his score from a 
19 to a 32. Mr. Cargill covers all 

key content areas of the test and 
secrets to success in his work-
shop from 9 a.m. to noon. 

Chick-fil-A sandwiches will be 
provided for lunch before a pre-
sentation on the Chickasaw Na-
tion programs and services avail-
able to assist students with tutor-
ing, college funding and more. 

“The Higher Education Depart-
ment looks forward to meeting 
high school students, so we are 
able to build a relationship with 
them that lasts until college, so 
they have a contact person that 
can help them along the way,” 
Chickasaw Nation education spe-
cialist Kresta Loftin said.

The Oklahoma City Community 
Center workshop will be offered 
Nov. 1 at 4001 NW 39th St., Okla-
homa City; the Ardmore Com-
munity Center workshop will be 
Nov. 2 at 907 Locust St., Ardmore, 
Okla.; and the Ada Community 
Center workshop will be Nov. 3 
at 700 N. Mississippi Ave., Ada, 
Okla.

Pre-registration is encour-
aged at Chickasaw.net/Student-
Day2022. On-site registration be-
gins at 8 a.m. Each event will run 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information, contact 
Chickasaw Nation Postsecondary 
Education at (580) 421-7711. 

October marks Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. Know the signs 

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. This annual 
campaign increases awareness of 
this issue affecting many women 
and men.

According to the National Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence, 
40.1% of Oklahoma women and 
37.8% of Oklahoma men experi-
ence intimate partner physical 
violence, rape and/or stalking in 
their lifetimes.

Chickasaw Nation Violence 
Prevention Services provides ser-
vices to help victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and stalk-
ing who reside within Chickasaw 
Nation boundaries. 

Services offered to victims in-
clude:

• Emergency shelter

• Group/individual counseling
• Career development
• Transportation
• Advocacy/emotional support
• Tribal/community resources
• Relocation assistance
• Safety planning
• Protection orders
• Case management
• Follow-up and home visits
• Sexual assault exams
• Domestic violence and inti-

mate partner violence exams
• Strangulation exams
For more information, visit 

Chickasaw.net/DomesticViolence 
or contact Violence Prevention 
Services at (580) 272-5580.

For after-hours, weekends and 
holiday assistance, call the toll-
free hotline at (855) 405-7645. 

rector of Environmental Services 
Phillip Cravatt said. “In addition 
to macroinvertebrate (bugs in lar-
va form such as dragonflies) com-
munities, fish populations are 
good indicators of the impacts of 
environmental disturbances.” 

Along with chemical monitor-
ing, aquatic life is used to deter-
mine the overall quality of the 
waters of the Chickasaw Nation. 
Data collected now will serve as a 
baseline for future surveys. This 
allows scientists and biologists 
to compare and make informed 
decisions, illustrating potential 
changes of water quality.

Water samples have routinely 

been collected and tested for 
dangerous substances and pol-
lutants. Testing sites are located 
throughout the Chickasaw Na-
tion. They include rivers, streams 
and lakes. The additional data be-
ing collected measures the types 
and quantity of life within these 
waters. 

“We are doing chemical, biologi-
cal and physical monitoring,” Mr. 
Cravatt said. “Chemical monitor-
ing is like a snapshot picture in 
time, water quality at the moment 
of measurement. Macroinverte-
brates are sedentary, a presence 
of a given taxon reflects past 
conditions. Fish integrate the ef-
fects of environmental pollution 
over even longer periods. Physi-
cal monitoring includes canopy 
cover, in stream vegetation and 
riparian health.” 

Testing involves monitoring 
water conditions, including dis-
solved oxygen, pH, temperature, 
turbidity, nitrogen and phospho-
rus. These factors help indicate 
if there are inputs from munici-
pal waste, industry or farming 
operations, and help direct best 
management practices or evalu-
ate permitting limits.

Balanced, clean water is not 
only important for consump-
tion. It has larger public health  
implications. Safe water affords 
habitats for animals and wildlife 
to live and  thrive, and provides 
economic opportunities for those 
living in south-central Oklahoma. 

Chickasaw Nation technicians 
measure water biodiversity in 
many ways, including “electro-
fishing” and manual examina-
tion of the water’s bed within a 
body of water. The types of fish 
and macroinvertebrates found 
within these waters indicate signs 
of a body of water’s vitality and 
health. 

One of the locations from which 
the Chickasaw Nation collects wa-
ter data is on the Blue River. Run-

ning through the heart of the 
Chickasaw Nation, the Blue River 
is an important and historic body 
of water for Chickasaws. On a hot 
day during the summer, employ-
ees from Environmental Services, 
along with consultant Dr. Bruce 
Moring from East Central Univer-
sity, gathered on its banks to col-
lect fish and survey the riverbed 
for macroinvertebrates. 

Technicians established a base 
of operations near a highway 
crossing the river. Holding tanks 
were prepared for fish where 
they could be stored once caught. 
Fishing gear included waterproof 
waders, five-gallon buckets, large 
dip nets, small specimen jars and 
an electrofishing backpack. 

Electrofishing is a potent tool 
in the hands of biologists. It al-
lows scientists to collect a lot of 
data in a short period of time. 
Just as it sounds, controlled elec-
tric currents are passed through 
the water, “stunning” the fish. 

“There are advantages to using 
fish in biomonitoring that include 
the relative ease of fish collection 
and identification,” Mr. Cravatt 
said. “Fish have well-established 
distribution and life history. 
Their long life span allows for 
studies to be done on a seasonal 
basis.”  

Stunned fish float to the sur-
face of the water, allowing the 
technician to easily collect them 
using dip nets. Fish are trans-
ported to holding tanks to be 
counted, identified and measured 
in the field. The fish are then re-
leased, unharmed. Unique speci-
mens are taken back to the lab for 
further study.  

Locations for sampling are im-
portant, and sample size matters 
as well. Technicians began col-
lecting data by walking a quarter 
mile downstream, working their 
way back up. The banks of the 
river are intensely fished. The 
large testing area ensures a repre-

sentative sample is collected from 
the area. 

In October 2021, a total of 25 
different fish species were lo-
cated within the Blue River, com-
pared to 16 and 18 within Rock 
Creek and Pennington Creek 
sites, respectively. During sum-
mer collection in 2022, a total of 
15 different fish species were lo-
cated within the Blue River, com-
pared to 14 and 12 within Rock 
Creek and Pennington Creek 
sites, respectively.

While fishing was taking place, 
technicians at the staging site 
were busy evaluating insects, 
macroinvertebrates and fauna 
(the animals of a particular re-
gion, habitat or geological period) 
located within the riverbed. Using 
36-inch squares made from PVC 
pipe to measure uniformed test-
ing areas, rocks were overturned 
and sediment disturbed. Samples 
were collected for later review 
and identification.

The Chickasaw Nation will 
continue to take steps to protect 
water resources for future genera-
tions. 

“Integrating the latest scientif-
ic methods along with our tribal 
ecological knowledge are vital 
components when protecting 
our natural resources,” Mr. Cra-
vatt said. “Realizing we are not 
separate, but a part of our envi-
ronment should continue to be a 
tradition practiced by our Chicka-
saw people.”

Understanding the Chickasaw 
Nation is not an island unto itself, 
environmental data is collected 
by universities, state and federal 
entities throughout Oklahoma. 
The agencies include the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, 
Oklahoma Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission and 
other conservation and educa-
tional partners.

VoteYourValues.com provides voting basics
Next month, voters will cast 

ballots in the Nov. 8 general elec-
tion, selecting their choice for 
federal and state decision makers.

Participating is key in elect-
ing candidates who reflect your 
values. Large voter turnout helps 
ensure the future more accurate-
ly reflects the will of the people, 
because values and needs differ 
from voter to voter.

“Voting is one of the most effec-
tive ways to make a positive dif-
ference in our communities,” Lt. 
Governor Chris Anoatubby said. 
“It is important to participate in 
elections at all levels of govern-
ment, because voting affects the 
future of our people.”

The Chickasaw Nation, along 
with other tribal nations and 
community partners, have joined 
forces to offer a voter education 
initiative. The aim is to increase 
voter registration and engage-
ment among all Oklahomans.

VoteYourValuesOK.com, a one-
stop educational voting resource, 
helps inform and inspire every 
Oklahoman to accomplish more 
by working together. The website 
also connects Oklahomans with 
voter registration resources and 
information on upcoming elec-
tions.

Information about how to regis-
ter to vote, updating registration, 
finding polling places, absentee 
ballots and how to get involved 
is available at VoteYourValuesOK.
com. The website also features a 
sign-up for Election Day remind-
ers, an informational newsletter 
and an Election Day checklist. 

Voter registration deadline for 
the Nov. 8 general election is Oct. 
14. If you are already registered, 
check your registration and make 
sure your information is up to 

date.
Chickasaw citizen Arielle Farve, 

25, has future generations in 
mind as she plans to cast her vote 
next month.

“This isn’t just about one policy 
or a four-year period,” she said. 
“It affects the way people can 
thrive when they live in our state. 
I know my decisions matter more 
than just four years. I see the big-
ger picture.”

Plan Ahead
Now is the time to plan your 

trip to the polls, study the can-
didates’ views and make sure 
others have transportation to the 
voting booth on Election Day.

Small notes or marked sample 
ballots are acceptable at the poll-
ing place, as long as they are out 
of public view.

Review a sample ballot before 
going to the polls at OKVoterPor-
tal.OKElections.us.

Research any questions on the 
ballots ahead of time and be pre-
pared when arriving at your poll-
ing location.

Take Your Neighbor 
to the Polls 

Have conversations with family, 
friends and neighbors. Make sure 
everyone has a plan and is ready 
to vote. Assist them with finding 
their polling place or offer to ride 
together to the polls.

It is essential for each voice to 
be heard and to Vote Your Values.

For more information on regis-
tering to vote, a voter checklist or 
to see important election dates, 
visit VoteYourValuesOK.com. 
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Chokma,   
Access to high quality, affordable housing is essential 

to our overall wellness and fulfillment. One of our most 
basic needs, shelter provides us with safety, comfort and 
a launching point from which to pursue our goals and 
dreams.

In the Homeland, our ancestors recognized housing 
as essential to the safety, warmth and protection of the 
family. Traditional Chickasaw towns were comprised of 
numerous summer and winter houses innovatively built 
for the specific elements and challenges each season pre-
sented. Family and community have always been integral 
to the resiliency, pride and progress of our people. Family 
homes were among the first items constructed in Indian 
Territory after removal, and communities were formed 
throughout the Chickasaw Nation. 

Nearly 35 years ago, we developed a plan that estab-
lished housing as an important aspect of our efforts to 
meet our mission to enhance the overall quality of life of 
the Chickasaw people.

The Chickasaw Housing Authority was created in 1966 
as the first step in our modern government’s efforts to 
meet the housing needs of Chickasaws. The housing au-
thority and the Chickasaw people dedicated our efforts 
to realize the dream of home ownership for Chickasaw 
people. Chickasaw families often assisted in the construc-
tion of their homes in the early days of the housing au-
thority, pouring their heart and sweat into a home they 
could call their own.

Throughout the 1970s and 80s, the housing authority 

continued its work by navi-
gating federal Housing and 
Urban Development grants 
to fund housing projects 
that would benefit Chicka-
saw families. Federal regu-
lations accompanied the 
grant funding, and strict 
guidelines dictated fund 
allocation and exact speci-
fications of the homes be-
ing built.

Though funding was 
limited, several important 
housing programs were 
created during that time. 
Many of those programs 
still continue in some form 
today, including a home-

ownership program and low-income rental assistance. 
In 1996, the passage of the Native American Housing 

Assistance and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA) of-
fered tribes the opportunity to focus on the specific hous-
ing needs of their people. Shortly after NAHASDA was 
passed, we became involved in the negotiated rulemak-
ing process, along with other federal and tribal partners. 
We came together to help ensure this new law would be 
implemented effectively and sustainably for the Chicka-
saw people.

The passage of NAHASDA was a tremendous step for-

ward in fulfilling our self-determination and mission.
We created a partnership between our Chickasaw Hous-

ing Authority and the Chickasaw Housing Administration. 
Each entity has its own functions, but ultimately, they are 
integrated and always working together. As these two en-
tities learned how to best function together, maintaining 
our housing authority alongside our housing administra-
tion services made a tremendous impact on the success 
of our housing programs over the last 26 years. 

After NAHASDA, we saw a great opportunity to tailor 
our housing programs and services to the specific needs 
of the Chickasaw people. We immediately went to work 
conducting needs-assessment meetings to determine what 
programs and services would most benefit Chickasaw 
families. From these meetings, we were able to form new 
programs that more directly and adequately addressed 
specific needs. 

Programs formed since NAHASDA include the Chuka 
Chukmasi Home Loan Program, Home Ownership Pro-
gram, Down Payment Assistance Grant, Handicapped Ac-
cessibility Grant, Home Improvement Grant and the Storm 
Shelter Program. Since these programs began, more than 
3,500 families have been assisted with a home improve-
ment grant, more than 5,200 storm shelters have been 
built and more than 4,500 citizens received down pay-
ment or closing cost assistance.  

Today, we are proud to offer a variety of housing pro-
grams, services and opportunities to Chickasaws around 
the country. 

GOV. BILL
ANOATUBBY
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Chickasaw housing evolution focused on serving Chickasaw families

Chickasaw trombonist presents 
Chickasaw bolo to famed composer

Famed composer John Williams, right, dons a Chickasaw Nation bolo tie given to him for his 90th 
birthday by Chickasaw citizen Adam Hanna, left. Mr. Hanna is principal trombonist for the Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic. Their encounter was at this year’s Tanglewood Music Festival in Massachusetts which 
features performances in classical, jazz, and popular music. Mr. Williams’ career spans 70 years. He has 
been awarded 25 Grammy Awards, five Academy Awards and is most noted for musical scores to movies 
“Star Wars,” “Jaws,” “Jurassic Park,” “Schindler’s List,” a trio of “Harry Potter” films and dozens of others.

Volume details history of Chickasaw public safety

Public safety and criminal jus-
tice have been of great impor-
tance to the Chickasaw people 
through the centuries.

In the Homeland, Chickasaws 
observed practices to ensure 
peace both among themselves 
and other tribes, including the 
Green Corn Ceremony – a prac-
tice intended for purification and 
forgiveness. One part of this cer-
emony involved Chickasaws dis-
cussing and settling crimes other 
than murder among themselves.

During pre-statehood Okla-
homa, the Chickasaw Lighthorse 
was the tribe’s most widely recog-
nized law enforcement authority.

Michelle Cooke is a Chickasaw 
author and senior staff writer 
for the Chickasaw Press. She has 
penned a number of Chickasaw 
language books and has been 
writing about, teaching and re-
searching Chickasaw history 
since 2007.

Ms. Cooke’s book, “Protecting 
Our People: Chickasaw Law En-
forcement in Indian Territory,” 
shares the history of Chickasaw 
efforts to maintain peace during 
this tumultuous time.

“The men of Chickasaw law 
enforcement in Indian Territory 
were some of the bravest to set 
foot west of the Mississippi Riv-
er,” Ms. Cooke’s book begins.

Following Removal to Indian 
Territory, various tribes in the 
territory established their own 
justice systems to ensure public 
safety.

“Because federal law didn’t ex-
tend into the territory, it became 
a haven for all types of criminals. 
After the Civil War, Indian Terri-
tory saw an influx of outlaws like 
cattle rustlers, whiskey peddlers, 
and horse thieves,” Ms. Cooke 
wrote. “Some would flee the law 
from Texas to camp in the Chick-
asaw Nation. Banks, stagecoach-
es, and trains were frequently 
robbed, and women and girls 
were not safe working unguarded 
in the fields.”

To combat these issues, tribes 
set up their own laws within 
their jurisdictions and methods 
of enforcing those laws, although 
tribal jurisdiction didn’t extend 
to non-Indian people. Chickasaw 
citizens and members of other 
tribes served their people in vari-

ous law enforcement roles, in-
cluding as Lighthorse police and 
U.S. marshals.

“They brought outlaws to jus-
tice and kept our people safe dur-
ing a tumultuous time in our his-
tory, between the removal of our 
people to Indian Territory (which 
began in 1837) and Oklahoma 
statehood in 1907,” Ms. Cooke 
wrote.

Following the Treaty with the 
U.S., Choctaw and Chickasaw of 
1837 (also known as Treaty of Do-
aksville), the Chickasaw people 
settled in the Chickasaw District 
within the Choctaw Nation of In-
dian Territory. Here, the Chicka-
saw and Choctaw tribes both 
established “Lighthorse” police 
patrols.

“Although the origin of the 
term Lighthorse is lost to history, 
some sources claim the name 
evolved from Revolutionary War 
hero General Henry Lee, called 
‘Lighthorse Harry’ for his rapid 
cavalry movements,” Ms. Cooke 
wrote. “Others believe the name 
came about as a description of 
the men themselves: they packed 
their horses lightly and moved as 
fast as lightning.”

Chickasaw Lighthorse were 
based out of Tishomingo, where 
the Chickasaws also had a jail.

To fill the gaps in criminal jus-
tice created by jurisdictional limi-
tations in Indian Territory, Chick-
asaws and other First Americans 
soon signed on as constables, 
sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, U.S. 
marshals, U.S. deputy marshals 
and U.S. Indian police.

Oklahoma statehood in 1907 
marked the end of that period of 
Chickasaw Lighthorse.

“Since there was no further 
mention of Lighthorse after that 
time, it can be assumed that 
they were dissolved or severely 
restricted,” Ms. Cooke wrote, al-
though Chickasaws would con-
tinue to serve the public in other 
law enforcement offices.

The Chickasaw Nation Judicial 
Department, consisting of a Su-
preme Court and a District Court, 
continue the Chickasaw tradition 
of keeping the peace. The Chick-
asaw Nation Peacemaking Court 
utilizes Chickasaw traditions, 
customs and culture to maintain 
peace and understanding in re-
solving differences between liti-
gants.

The Chickasaw Lighthorse 
Police was reestablished Oct. 1, 
2004.

Today, Chickasaw Lighthorse 
Police continue to work diligent-
ly to keep the public safe. Nearly 
100 sworn officers are involved 
across communities within the 
Chickasaw Nation reservation 
with precincts from Thackerville 
to Newcastle.

Lighthorse Victim Service Co-
ordinators, who help connect 
victims of crimes to counseling, 
housing, nutrition and other ser-
vices, served 549 victims in 2021 
and served 618 this year.

Following a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in 2020 and a 
subsequent Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals ruling in 2021, 
Chickasaw Nation criminal jus-
tice jurisdiction was expanded 
from about 280 square miles to 
the full 7,648 square miles of 
Chickasaw Nation treaty territory.

Prior to this expansion, the 
Chickasaw Nation Office of Trib-
al Justice Administration (OTJA) 
averaged 80 criminal cases pros-
ecuted per year in Chickasaw 
Nation District Court. Last year, 
1,400 criminal cases were filed. 
Criminal cases filed with the 
OTJA are on track to reach 2,000 
by the end of this year.

As Chickasaws cooperated and 
worked with other law enforce-
ment agencies in the days of In-
dian Territory, the Chickasaw 
Nation has long maintained vital 
relationships with tribal, local, 
state and federal law enforce-
ment agencies and courts.   The 
tribe has worked to expand that 
cooperation as its criminal justice 
jurisdiction has expanded.

The Chickasaw Nation has 
more than 70 cooperative juris-
diction agreements with outside 
law enforcement agencies and 11 
county detention agreements.

This cooperation and its im-
portance are evidenced by the 
charge referrals brought forward 
by Chickasaw Lighthorse Police 
and referrals to the OTJA.

According to data from March 
11, 2021 through Aug. 28, 2022, 
Chickasaw Lighthorse Police 
made 3,012 arrests. Approximate-
ly 30% of the charges developed 
by Lighthorse were referred to 
OTJA for prosecution in Chicka-
saw Nation District Court. The re-
maining charges, approximately 
70%, have been referred to area 
district attorneys or U.S. attor-
neys for prosecution.

Of the OTJA’s cases in Chicka-

The Chickasaw Press book “Protecting Our People: 
Chickasaw Law Enforcement in Indian Territory” 
by Michelle Cooke shares the history of Chickasaw 
law enforcement before Oklahoma statehood.

SEE LIGHTHORSE, PAGE  6

The stress of beginning a new 
school year can make unhealthy 
habits tempting. The rush of go-
ing back to school means jam-
packed schedules and changes in 
routines for many families, and 
these changes can bring anxiety.

Find tips and resources to 
make healthier choices one step 
at a time at ShapeYourFutureOK.
com. Find resources for parents, 
children, teachers and businesses 
aimed to help motivate Oklaho-

mans to make healthy choices. 
Features include healthy recipes, 
tips for incorporating more exer-
cise into daily routines, replacing 
sugary drinks with water and liv-
ing a tobacco-free lifestyle. 

The Ok la homa Tobacco 
Helpline at (1-800-QUIT-NOW), 
My Life, My Quit and Tobacco 
Stops With Me have tobacco-free 
services and resources for adults 
and teens to help overcome back 
to school stress. 

ShapeYourFuture.com offers resources 
for dealing with back-to-school stress

‘Protecting Our People’ by Chickasaw author Michelle Cooke

Cold, influenza (flu) and COVID-19 are all contagious respiratory illnesses. Each are caused by 
different viruses and have symptoms that range from mild to severe. As symptoms of cold, flu 

and COVID-19 are similar, it may be hard to tell the difference between them. 
Testing may be needed to confirm a diagnosis.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE
SYMPTOMS OF THESE VIRUSES, VISIT CDC.GOV.ChickasawNationHealth.net

#FIGHTFLU#FIGHTFLU
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Symptoms appear gradually.
*rarely occurs

MUSCLE/BODY ACHES

MUSCLE/BODY ACHES

MUSCLE/BODY ACHES

FATIGUE (TIREDNESS)

FATIGUE (TIREDNESS)

VOMITING

STUFFY NOSE

RUNNY/STUFFY NOSE

SORE THROAT

SORE THROAT

DIARRHEA

*HEADACHE

HEADACHE

WEAKNESS SNEEZING

CHEST DISCOMFORT;
HACKING COUGH

NEW LOSS OF 
TASTE OR SMELL

COUGH

*FEVER

*FEVER

FEVER/CHILLS

Some people may have vomiting and 
diarrhea, though this is more common 
in children than adults.

Symptoms usually appear abruptly. 

Symptoms may appear 
2-14 days after 
exposure to the virus.

HEADACHE SORE THROATCOUGH

SHORTNESS OF
BREATH; DIFFICULTY 

BREATHING

CONGESTION OR
RUNNY NOSE

DIARRHEA VOMITING

Chickasaw Lighthorse Police were reestablished in 2004 and keep the public safe throughout Chickasaw 
Nation treaty territory.

https://chickasawnationhealth.net/
https://shapeyourfutureok.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/
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Chickasaw artists do well at Southwest competition in Santa Fe

Tyra Shackleford  with “Twin Turkeys,” which won first place honors in her division at 
the prestigious Southwest Association of Indian Art (SWAIA) in August. The art also 
won Best of Show in June at the Artesian Arts Festival.

A large carving of an ivory-billed woodpecker by Lokosh (Joshua D. Hinson) took home 
a second-place ribbon during judging at SWAIA.

Chickasaw artist Jimmy Dean Horn, Jr. finished the SWAIA show with second place 
ribbons for art he created with specialized etching, carving and block art at SWAIA. He 
won three awards, one inspired by iconic Chickasaw entertainer and storyteller Te Ata.

SANTA FE, N.M. – Three Chick-
asaw artists were honored with 
important wins during the 100th 
Southwest Association of Indian 
Arts event (SWAIA), one of the 
most prestigious shows in the 
U.S. 

Master weaver Tyra Shackleford 
was first in her division, Lokosh 
(Joshua D. Hinson) received a sec-
ond place ribbon in the Diverse 
category for a carving of an Ivo-
ry-billed woodpecker, and Jim-

my Dean Horn, Jr. finished with 
two second place ribbons for his 
eclectic artistic style. 

Ms. Shackleford’s 2D entry 
“Twin Turkeys” placed first in her 
division. The handwoven art fea-
tures a design inspired by ancient 
Mississippian shell carvings. 

“The design speaks to our place 
in the world,” Ms. Shackleford 
said. “Mississippian (culture) had 
this belief of three worlds. The 
world we live in, the underworld 

and the upper world.” 
The massive piece created with 

soy-silk yarn took about 30 hours 
to complete. Ms. Shackleford 
used Excel to design the pattern 
and plot each placement of the 
300-string work of art, a massive 
task which took about 100 hours 
to complete. 

“Twin Turkeys” won Best of 
Show at this June’s Artesian Arts 
Festival in Sulphur, Okla.

 The large, framed woven piece 
is the result of the acclaimed 
artist wanting to step out of her 
comfort zone with the “sprang” 
technique, which is an ancient 
lace making art form first intro-
duced to her by Chickasaw weav-
er Margaret Roach Wheeler. Ms. 
Shackleford further researched 
this technique and taught herself. 

“You don’t see anyone using 
this technique and creating 2D 
art with it, so I wanted to do 
something different and use the 
weaving technique to create 2D 
art and reach a broader audi-
ence,” she said. 

Ms. Shackleford is a master fab-
ric weaver whose work is in muse-
ums, premier First American arts 
festivals and in numerous private 
collections. 

Typically, she creates wearable 
items, such as beaded stomp 
dance sashes, regalia, dresses 
and other fine, handmade gar-
ments. 

Lokosh’s carving was of a bird 
in flight and meant to be dis-
played that way. 

“It’s a little difficult to get the 
right proportions when carving 
a figure in action,” he said. “The 
carving was 21 inches long and 
the wingspan was 32 inches.” 

Included on the art are symbols 

of Chickasaw heritage taken from 
ancient gorgets, shell necklaces, 
pottery, tattooing, the sacred fire 
and the four arbors.

The carving took Lokosh ap-
proximately 15 hours to complete. 

“Due to its large size and also 
because it is depicted in flight, I 
really took my time,” he said. “I 
was over the moon at being se-
lected to participate since it was 
the market’s 100th anniversary. 
The carving sold in the first 15 
minutes of the show.” 

Winning a ribbon was just icing 
on the cake. In his third appear-
ance at SWAIA, Lokosh did well 
selling his art to patrons. Several 
carvings, many drawings, and his 
signature decoys were offered. He 
also came away from the show 
with five commissions to produce 
pieces for art lovers. 

“It was a very good art market 
for me individually,” Lokosh said. 
“I love going to Santa Fe and tak-
ing in all the art market has to 
offer, seeing friends and admir-
ing their work. For me, it’s more 
about just being there and expe-
riencing it. Winning a ribbon is 
very special.” 

Chickasaw artists Jimmy Dean 
Horn, Jr. finished with honors for 
his nontraditional printmaking 
pieces, a collage of “block prints” 
and “nontraditional intaglio.”

“I etch the art into Plexiglas and 
then I’ll rub ink into the etch-
ings,” Mr. Horn said. “I’ll wipe 
down the plate and the ink will 
stay in those grooves and then 
I’m able to pull a print from that 
etching.”

The art is all etched, pressed 
and pulled by hand. Mr. Horn 
does not use computer graphics 
for assistance. 

“Just about anything you can 
carve into you can use for this 
art,” he said, adding with amuse-
ment he has used a traffic cone.

His art featuring iconic Chicka-
saw entertainer Te Ata won sec-
ond place in the 2D Division. Mr. 
Horn competed with artists ex-
hibiting photos, paintings, draw-
ings and graphics. 

“It is a very challenging cat-
egory,” he said. “I was thrilled to 
win ribbons for all three pieces 
submitted, including the Te Ata 
work.”

The Te Ata portrait plate mea-
sures 5.5 by 7.5 inches, the final 
piece was 14 by 11 inches. 

“Working with recycled Plexi-
glas can make it difficult to create 
in traditional sizing,” Mr. Horn 
explained. “I work with recycled 
scraps of all different shapes and 
sizes. I am currently working on 
a new series for an upcoming 
show. It will feature the largest 
piece I’ve done, the plate alone 
measures 2 by 4 feet. It is the 
first Plexiglas that I’ve actually 
purchased,” he said with a laugh.

Mr. Horn, 34, is a Californian 
and just recently embraced his 
Chickasaw heritage which comes 
from his father. Since the un-
timely death of a sister in 2013, 
he has embraced his First Ameri-
can heritage.

“I try to accomplish my art 
with the least amount of dam-
age to the environment, and I 
even sneak Chickasaw symbols 
into art I do for a motorcycle 
magazine,” Mr. Horn said. “I’d 
say 99% of the people who look at 
it have no idea what it is. I know, 
though,” he said with a laugh. 

Comfortable, quality housing has 
historically been a Chickasaw priority

Housing has been an ever-
changing element in the lives 
of Chickasaw people through-
out history. Traditional summer 
and winter homes were once the 
norm, then came homes such 
as the historic Chickasaw White 
House. Today, we see more mod-
ern and refined homes.

One thing has remained con-
stant. Housing has always been, 
and will always be, one of the 
most important needs of the 
Chickasaw people. 

Just as homes have developed 
and progressed throughout the 
years, so have the programs and 
services available to Chickasaw 
citizens. 

In the past, the Chickasaw 
Housing Authority worked to se-
cure limited, competitive grants 
to fund housing projects for 
Chickasaw citizens. Fortunately, 
acquiring grant money became 
easier and more efficient with 
the passage of the Indian Hous-
ing Act of 1988. The Act amended 
the 1937 Public Housing Act and 
added funding and regulations 
specific to First American hous-
ing authorities.

The Chickasaw Housing Au-
thority continued to work under 
the 1988 Indian Housing Act 
regulations until passage of the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
(NAHASDA) of 1996.

Ultimately, NAHASDA changed 
the way the Chickasaw Hous-
ing Authority operated. The Act 
simplified the system of provid-
ing housing assistance to First 
American communities. 

“NAHASDA gave tribes the 
right to decide their own destiny 
and focus on the specific hous-
ing needs of their people,” Gov-
ernor Bill Anoatubby said. “These 
rules and regulations were put in 
place to build on what we believe 
NAHASDA offered tribes locally, 
which was to decide their own 
housing destiny and create pro-
grams and services to serve the 
housing needs of their people 
and communities.

“NAHASDA changed nearly ev-
erything about our housing pro-
gram and how it operates. Over-
all, NAHASDA helped us to better 
meet our housing needs.”

Shortly after NAHASDA was 

passed, the Chickasaw Nation be-
came involved in the negotiated 
rulemaking process, along with 
many other federal and tribal 
partners. 

“We came together to ensure 
the effectiveness of this new law 
and that it would positively im-
pact Indian Country far into the 
future,” Gov. Anoatubby said in 
2021. 

Grants the housing authority 
received before NAHASDA con-
tained strict guidelines on how 
funds could be allocated and ex-
act specifications regarding the 
building of homes.  

After the introduction of NA-
HASDA, housing specifications 
increased considerably in size 
and added modern amenities 
such as carpeting, central heating 
and air conditioning. It allowed 
far more freedom to allocate 
funds in ways that best served 
Chickasaws. 

The Chickasaw Nation was 
unique in the way it adminis-
tered and operated the NAHAS-
DA block grant funding. After 
NAHASDA, tribes could receive 
funds directly. The Chickasaw 
Housing Authority had success-
fully served the Chickasaw Na-
tion since 1966, and Gov. Anoa-
tubby kept the Chickasaw Hous-
ing Authority intact by installing 
a new Tribal Housing Division to 
administer the NAHASDA block 
grant funding.  

Today, the Chickasaw Housing 
Authority continues to be a sub 
recipient of NAHASDA funds. 
The Chickasaw Nation Housing 
Division facilitated the transition 
to NAHASDA and remains a suc-
cessful model for administering 
NAHASDA funds. 

“The Native American Housing 
and Self-Determination Act is an-
other example of our government 
working to protect the rights of 
Chickasaws,” Gov. Anoatubby 
said in 2018. “Under NAHASDA, 
the federal government provides 
funding for housing, while we ad-
minister those funds in a man-
ner that offers more effective ser-
vices. NAHASDA was obviously a 
large endeavor that has impacted 
generations of tribal citizens, and 
it will continue to do so for many 
more generations.” Chickasaw students will gain the experience needed to become strong, knowledgeable leaders by 

collaborating with local, state, tribal and national organizations and businesses. The spring internship  
program is a paid opportunity lasting six to 10 weeks in-person. 

SPRING INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
T H E  C H I C K A S A W  N AT I O N

Students cannot have dual enrollment in high school 
and college at the time application is submitted.

For more information, contact Thomas Faltysek at (580) 272-1286, ext. 60942  
or email Thomas.Faltysek@Chickasaw.net

TO QUALIFY, CHICKASAW STUDENTS MUST BE: 

◊	 Ages 18-25 

◊	 Pursuing a full-time degree at an accredited college or university  

◊	 Enrolled as a sophomore, junior, senior or graduate student 

◊	 Have a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher

◊	 Internship participants must be fully COVID vaccinated

For a l ist  of  required documents and 
access to the onl ine appl icat ion,vis i t  
CHICKASAW.NET/INTERNSHIP

SPRING APPLICATION DEADLINE: NOV. 1, 2022

Making small adjustments can improve your life
Making small adjustments to 

your daily routine can add up to 
significant changes in the way 
you feel emotionally, physically 
and spiritually. The Chickasaw 
Nation offers many resources 
and a community of support to 
help you make positive changes 
in your mental health and well-
being. Check out the ideas below 
and learn about programs and 
services that may be available in 
your area.

1.  Explore a creative activity 
or hobby

Carving out a little time to 
make something just for fun is 
a wonderful way to lower your 
stress. Many people immediately 
think of painting or writing when 
they imagine a creative hobby, 
but that is just the tip of the ice-
berg. There are lots of ways to 
be creative. Modifying a favorite 
recipe, planting a garden, mak-
ing your own fishing lures, even 
building with toy bricks gives 
your mind a safe space to relax 
and work through negative emo-
tions. Being creative is about ex-
pressing yourself. It is OK to get 
messy and make mistakes. If you 
are trying something you have 
never done before, or haven’t 
done in a long time, remember it 
is OK if it doesn’t turn out perfect 
the first time. Just enjoy making 
something new!

TIP: The Chickasaw Nation of-
fers a wide variety of online and 
in-person classes and tutorials 
supporting arts and creativity. 
Check out our schedule of up-
coming events at www.Chicka-
saw.net. For activities you can 
do at home, visit the virtual pro-
gramming library at Chickasaw-
CulturalCenter.com.

SEE TIPS, PAGE  11
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Apply for School-to-Work by Nov. 4
Application deadline for the 

Chickasaw Nation School-to-Work 
program is Nov. 4. The program 
is now accepting applications for 
new participants. 

School-to-Work provides eli-
gible Chickasaw citizens the op-
portunity to pursue a full- time 
college degree or vocational certi-
fication while receiving compen-
sation and on-the-job training. 

The program is open to Chicka-
saw citizens with a high school 
diploma, GED or high school 

equivalency. Applicants must be 
in good academic standing and 
have pending or current enroll-
ment in an accredited college or 
vocational program.

Remember, application dead-
line is Nov. 4. Accepted partici-
pants will begin the program in 
January 2023.

To apply, contact Chickasaw 
Employment Access at (580) 
276-1849, email STWP@Chicka-
saw.net or visit Chickasaw.net/
SchoolToWork.

2.  Look at things from a new 
angle

It sounds cliché, but looking 
on the brighter side of a situation 
can make it feel more manage-
able. Focus on the pieces you can 
control and speak kindly to your-
self. It will take practice, but say-
ing positive things like “I can do 
this” is much more helpful than 
telling yourself “I’m too tired” 
or “I’ll just mess up.” Those mo-
ments of self-kindness and posi-
tivity will give you a little boost of 

energy that can make big things 
possible. Believing in yourself is 
the first step. 

TIP: Many resources for build-
ing healthy relationships with 
yourself and others are available 
through the Chickasaw Nation. To 
find a service that works for you, 
visit www.Chickasaw.net/Mental-
Health.

3.  Try prayer or meditation
Many people find comfort in 

mailto:Thomas.Faltysek@Chickasaw.net
https://chickasaw.net
mailto:STWP@Chickasaw.net
https://chickasaw.net/mentalhealth
https://chickasaw.net/internship
mailto:STWP@Chickasaw.net
https://chickasaw.net/schooltowork
https://chickasaw.net/schooltowork
https://www.chickasawculturalcenter.com/
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Challenge saved 2,169 lives with 
723 donors and 566 products 
supplied to Chickasaw Nation 
medical facilities. The Chicka-
saw Nation was the winner of 
the 2021 Tribal Blood Drive Chal-
lenge, winning by the overall 
number of products supplied 
and percentages of increase over 
a certain time frame. 

The 2022 Tribal Blood Drive 
Challenge winner will be deter-
mined by how many people at-
tend each individual blood drive, 

based on what the tribe’s goal 
is, and if they are meeting or ex-
ceeding that goal each time. 

Donors receive a themed t-shirt 
and their choice of one ticket to 
Science Museum Oklahoma, Fron-
tier City theme park or two tick-
ets to Safari Joe’s H2O water park. 
Additionally, donors receive a 
coupon for 50% off any 20-ounce 
shake to be redeemed at Tushka 
Fit, the Ada Wellness Center or 
The Hub Bistro in the Carl Albert 
Service Center.

“We are so grateful for your 
lifesaving blood donation,” Ms. 
McGuire said. “You make a dif-
ference! We ask that you eat well 
before donating and drink plenty 
of fluids.”

For more information about 
OBI, visit OBI.org or call OBI at 
(580) 453-6800. 

For more information, visit 
Chickasaw.net/BloodDrive.

BLOOD DRIVE  |  CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 1

HOUSING AUTHORITY  |  CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 1

services, the Housing Authority 
also served other low-income resi-
dents of Oklahoma.  

The Indian Housing Act of 
1988, a housing program devel-
oped specifically for First Ameri-
cans, provided another step to-
ward assisting Chickasaw people 
to obtain safe homes.  

The 1988 act streamlined 
acquiring grant funds for the 
Chickasaw Housing Authority. 
The Act amended the 1937 Pub-
lic Housing Act, added funding 
and regulations specific to First 
American housing authorities 
and created a First American 
housing unit that addressed First 
Americans’ unique needs.  

Gov. Anoatubby testified before 
the U.S. Congress on several as-
pects of the legislation, helping 
make it more effective in address-
ing the needs of Chickasaws and 
all First Americans in Oklahoma. 

NAHASDA opens doors
The ability to expand housing 

programs came with the 1996 
passage of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act, or NAHASDA, 
which allowed tribes to receive 
and control the use of HUD funds 
directly. 

“Passage of NAHASDA was a 
major milestone, because it al-
lowed more flexibility to tailor 
our housing programs to the spe-
cific needs of our citizens,” Gov. 
Anoatubby said. “We believe it is 
important to listen to the people 
to better understand how we can 
best meet their needs.” 

Gov. Anoatubby served on the 
original negotiated rulemaking 
committee charged with devel-
oping regulations necessary to 
implement the legislation.  

The legislation further sim-
plified the system of provid-
ing housing assistance to First 
American communities by con-
solidating the myriad programs 
previously available to tribes into 
a single grant program known as 
the Indian Housing Block Grant 
(IHBG). 

Under NAHASDA, the Chicka-
saw Nation assumed responsibil-

ity for the administration of its 
housing services. Some tribes dis-
solved their housing authorities 
after the passage of NAHASDA, 
but the Chickasaw Nation chose 
to continue its Housing Authority 
working alongside the Chickasaw 
Nation Divison of Housing. To 
this day, the Chickasaw Housing 
Authority continues to be a sub 
recipient of NAHASDA funds.

After the introduction of NA-
HASDA, housing specifications 
for Chickasaw families increased 
considerably in size and added 
modern amenities such as car-
peting and central heating and 
air conditioning. 

Meetings to determine what 
building programs and services 
would most benefit Chickasaw 
families resulted in the develop-
ment of new programs.

“From these meetings, among 
other things, we discovered that 
nearly 60% of the home loan ap-
plications being submitted by 
Chickasaws were being turned 
down by lenders,” Gov. Anoatub-
by said. “We wanted to address 
this issue, so, the Chuka Chuk-
masi Home Loan Program was 
developed.” 

In the two decades since Chuka 
Chukmasi was established, it has 
facilitated millions of dollars in 
loans to scores of families, set-
ting them on the path to home 
ownership. 

Since the passage of NAHASDA 
in 1996, the Chickasaw Nation 
has developed a wide variety of 
housing services in addition to 
home ownership and rental as-
sistance for low-income families. 
They include home ownership 
counseling and home loan servic-
es, home maintenance and repair, 
as well as home improvement as-
sistance, driveway construction 
and storm shelter installation. 

In 2022, the Chickasaw Housing 
Authority board of commission-
ers, appointed by Gov. Anoatubby, 
meets monthly to install policies 
and approve formal resolutions 
as the Chickasaw Nation contin-
ues to develop quality, affordable 
housing for Chickasaw families. 
CONTRIBUTED BY Dana Lance

CONTRIBUTED BY Ar ClaryChickasaw citizen Debbie Miller stands in front of her home in this 2018 photo.

A few simple adjustments can greatly increase your online protection

The National Cybersecurity Al-
liance has proclaimed October 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month. 
Government and private indus-
try have come together to raise 
awareness concerning digital se-
curity. This annual collaboration 
among information technology 
(IT) professionals empowers com-
puter users to protect personal 
and business data. 

The 2022 Cybersecurity Aware-
ness Month theme is “See Your-
self in Cyber.” The National Cy-
bersecurity Alliance has created 
resources for organizations to 
employ when discussing staying 
safe online with employees and 
customers.

The National Security Alliance 
is focusing on four behaviors to 
promote cyber safety. These in-
clude enabling multifactor au-
thentication (MFA), using strong 

passwords and password manag-
ers, keeping software updated, 
and recognizing and reporting 
instances of “phishing.”

“These focus areas epitomize 
the theme of ‘See Yourself in Cy-
ber.’ By focusing on these actions, 
everyone can take care to protect 
their online information and pri-
vacy,” Chickasaw Nation Depart-
ment of Commerce IT security 
manager Tony Barattini said. 

MFA is a security method that 
involves a two-step process in 
proving a user’s identity. Like log-
ging in to a traditional account, 
the first step of MFA uses a pass-
word or passphrase that must 
be entered to access an account. 
Additionally, entering a PIN code 
sent to a phone, email or authen-
ticator app is also required for 
login. Many security options in-
clude facial recognition or finger-

print identification. 
“Multifactor authentication is 

extremely common because it 
provides a high degree of assur-
ance that the individual logging 
in is the actual account owner,” 
Mr. Barattini said. “MFA re-
quires that you not only demon-
strate knowledge of the account 
through a username and pass-
word but use a separate method 
such as something unique to who 
you are, or even something you 
might have.”

Passwords and codes are a 
staple for digital security. The 
National Cybersecurity Alliance 
advises that passwords be long, 
unique and complex. Each in-
dividual account needs its own 
password. This ensures that if 
one account is compromised, oth-
ers remain secure. 

To add complexity to pass-
words, each password should 
have a combination of lowercase 
and uppercase letters. Special 
characters like exclamation or 
question marks should be includ-
ed within passwords. 

With so many passwords to 
remember, password manag-
ers have become increasingly 
popular. Password managers are 
pieces of software that can take 
the form of apps, plugins or are 
included in browsers or operating 
systems. Password managers can 
also create random passwords, 
storing them for future use. IT 
professionals do not recommend 
pen and paper storage of pass-
words. 

Software updates are impor-
tant for security. Always update 
software when updates become 
available. Updates include secu-
rity patches and fix general soft-
ware problems criminals can ex-
ploit. Always download software 
updates from the company that 
created the original software. 
Most software programs allow 
an option for automatic software 
updates.  

Phishing has become one of 
the most common cybersecurity 
threats. Phishing is when crimi-
nals use fake emails to entice us-
ers to give personal information 
or install malware on devices. 
Phishing emails have similari-
ties. These include offers that are 
too good to be true, language that 
is urgent or alarming, requests 
to send personal information, 
urgency to click on unfamiliar 
hyperlinks or attachments and 
emails that don’t match the com-
pany’s email it is coming from.

“Recognizing phishing is key to 
protecting yourself and organiza-
tions that you may be part of in 
our digital world,” Mr. Barattini 
said. “Reporting phishing can 
prevent co-workers from falling 
for the same email and be used 
to increase the overall security 
across an organization.”

Phishing emails need to be 
reported to IT managers if re-
ceived on work email. If they are 
received on personal email ac-
counts, do not click on any links 
or reply to the email. Delete the 
email and block the sender from 

sending additional mail to the ac-
count.  

For additional information, vis-
it StaySafeOnline.org/Programs/
Cybersecurity-Awareness-Month.

About the National 
Cybersecurity Alliance

Since 2001, computer profes-
sionals in private business and 
government organizations have 
supported the National Cyberse-
curity Alliance. The alliance joins 
IT professionals together, sharing 
the latest technologies and news 
promoting cybersecurity.

“The National Cybersecurity Al-
liance is a nonprofit whose mis-
sion is to create a more secure 
interconnected world through 
advocacy, education and partner-
ships to foster a greater digital 
good,” Mr. Barattini said. “One of 
the ways this is accomplished is 
by championing National Cyber-
security Awareness Month.”

The National Cybersecurity Al-
liance is a trusted source of in-
formation. In 2021, 2.1 million 
page views were recorded on its 
website. The monthly newsletter 
produced by the National Cyber-
security Alliance has more than 
30,000 recipients, and the orga-
nization has 360,000 followers 
on various social media outlets. 
Media contributors include indi-
vidual IT professionals, small and 
large businesses, and governmen-
tal agencies.

The 2022 Cybersecurity Awareness Month theme is “See Yourself in Cyber.”  Information technology 
professionals are focusing on four behaviors for computer users to promote cyber safety.

CONTRIBUTED BY KC Cole

THE CHICKASAW LANGUAGE IS VITAL 
TO CHICKASAW CULTURAL IDENTITY.

YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN  
A SHORT SURVEY TO HELP:

• IDENTIFY NATIVE SPEAKERS

• IMPROVE LANGUAGE RESOURCES

• PROTECT AND PRESERVE  
THE CHICKASAW LANGUAGE

• IDENTIFY COMMUNITY NEEDS

CC HH II CC KKAASSAAWW   LL AA NN GG UUAAGG EE
VV II TTAA LL II TT YY   AA NN DD   SS PP EE AA KK EE RR   SS UU RRVV EE YY

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON  
CHICKASAW LANGUAGE RESOURCES, 
PLEASE VISIT CHICKASAW.NET/LANGUAGE

WHAT DOES  CHIKASHSHANOMPA'  MEAN TO YOU?

SCAN THE QR CODE  WITH YOUR SMART 
DEVICE TO TAKE THE SURVEY. 

B I L L  A N OAT U B B Y,  G OV E R N O R

BANK EXHIBIT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

October marks Cybersecurity Awareness Month

city of Tishomingo and used as a 
city hall and jail. 

The Johnston County Histori-
cal Society launched the build-
ing’s restoration in the 1970s and 
transformed it into a time ma-
chine. A stroll inside today is like 
walking back in time. 

The Chickasaw Bank Museum, 
at 413 W. Main Street, was placed 
on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1992. 

The Chickasaw Nation has op-

erated the bank museum since 
2014, through a partnership 
with the Johnston County His-
torical Society. The former bank 
building stands as a testament to 
the cooperation among the City 
of Tishomingo, the Johnston 
County Historical Society and the 
Chickasaw Nation.

The Chickasaw Nation’s histor-
ic business in banking is echoed 
today through Chickasaw Com-
munity Bank, which opened 

in 2002 and has thrived under 
steady leadership and a commit-
ment to customers since. 

You can still catch “Tishomin-
go: A Look into the Past.” The mu-
seum is open 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Tuesday through Saturday, and 
the exhibit is open to the public 
until Dec. 31. 

For more information, contact 
the Chickasaw Bank Museum at 
(580) 371-3141.

https://chickasaw.net/blooddrive
https://chickasaw.net/language
https://obi.org/
https://staysafeonline.org/programs/cybersecurity-awareness-month/
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Pontotoc District
 Seat #
1. Toby Perkins
 15810 CR 1569       
 Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 399-2606  
Toby.Perkins@chickasaw.net

2. Nancy Elliott 
 620 Ann
 Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 399-4374
Nancy.Elliott@chickasaw.net

3.  Lisa Impson
 P.O. Box 2669
      Ada, OK  74820
 (580) 235-3185
Lisa.impson@chickasaw.net        

4. Karen Goodnight
 P.O. Box 759
      Washington, OK  73093
  (580) 235-2654
Karen.goodnight@chickasaw.net

5. Lisa J. Billy
 P.O. Box 1412
 Purcell, OK 73080
 (580)399-7083
LisaJ.Billy@chickasaw.net

Pickens District
Seat #
1.   David Woerz
 P.O. Box 669
 Ardmore, OK  73402
 (580) 235-3240
David.Woerz@chickasaw.net
 
2.   Connie Barker
 509 SW 7th Ave.
 Marietta, OK  73448 
 (580) 272-4175
Connie.Barker@chickasaw.net
  
3.   Linda Briggs
      P.O. Box 241
 Marietta, OK  73448
 (580) 272-7268
Linda.Briggs@chickasaw.net

4.   Shana Tate 
 2401 12th NW #117-12
      Ardmore, OK 73401              
     (580) 235-1438
Shana.Hammond@chickasaw.net

Tishomingo District
Seat #
1.   Scott Wood
      101 West Main Street
 Tishomingo, OK  73450
 (580) 221-1430
Scott.Wood@chickasaw.net 
 
2.   Derrick Priddy   
 (580) 618-0647  
      501 E. Wyandotte Ave     
     Sulphur, OK  73086-6016
     derrickpriddy05@gmail.com 
 
3.   Steven Woods
 5071 Gray’s Road
 Davis, OK 73030
 (580) 272-7270
Steve.Woods@chickasaw.net   
       
Panola District
Seat #
1.   Beth Alexander
 Box 246
 Achille, OK  74720
 (580) 272-7850
 beth.alexander@chickasaw.net

2021-2022 Tribal Legislature
Following is a list of the Chickasaw Nation Tribal Legislators including their address and phone numbers. If you 

have any questions or need any information, please contact the legislator in your area.

Count of Voters by District
Pontotoc        19,468
Tishomingo  8,012 
            42,345

Panola  2,776
Pickens 12,089

Count of Voters by District

Count of Voters by District
Chickasaw Nation - TSMS

Voting District: Panola, Pickens, Pontotoc, Tishomingo

Voting District Count
Panola 2,776
Pickens 12,089
Pontotoc 19,468
Tishomingo 8,012

Total 42,345
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C
hokma

As we approach fall, I am reminded of 
how I looked so forward to the summer, but 
not the intense heat waves and drought con-
ditions that we have experienced. Even with 

harsh weather conditions we can still find happiness and 
coordinate with our families, both local and extended to 
enjoy precious moments. God has truly blessed us as a 
nation and we have many, many things to be thankful 

for. I have enjoyed the time that I 
have been able to attend face-to-face 
meetings with our federal partners 
related to a host of healthcare and 
preventative medicine programs, 
which has benefited the Chickasaw 
Nation. These programs, as I men-
tioned last month, continue to be 
very valuable to our citizens. 

I have especially enjoyed the fel-
lowship that I was able to experience 
recently with the Florida Chickasaw 
Citizens connection meeting.  This 
offered a high level of fellowship 
with over 40 of our fellow citizens.  
This gave me and other Legislators 
an opportunity to visit about our na-
tion and the programs and services 
available to each one of us. A more 
recent meeting occurred with the 
South Texas/Central Texas Chicka-
saw citizens connection, which al-
lowed me to connect with over 50 of 

our tribal members.  
A personal connection with our citizens is extreme-

ly important to me and the fellowship is strengthened 
through personalization, and the engagement we have 
with each other.  It is also an environment where everyone 
present engages in meaningful dialogue and questions/
concerns are addressed. These meetings are special, and 
I appreciate each connection meeting because of the sense 
of endearment that I get to experience as a result of being 
blessed by each one of you. I pray for a special fall and 
winter for each of you, and again thank you for allowing 
me to represent you in this very special role as a tribal 
legislator. 

Connie Barker, Tribal Legislator
Pickens District, Seat 2
Connie.barker@chickasaw.net
(580) 272 4175

Women and men athletes carry 
on Chickasaw stickball tradition

Chickasaw Princess Pageant 
keeps royal traditions alive

Chickasaw Connection provides
great fellowship, sharing 

Chikasha Toli team

Chikasha Toli Ihoo 

C
hokma!  Greetings from the Pontotoc Dis-
trict!  

As of the time of this writing, we are gear-
ing up for the Chickasaw Festival and An-
nual Meeting. It is always a week filled with 

fun events, good times, good food and happy reunions. I 
am looking forward to celebrating our Chickasaw culture 
and heritage with you all. 

While I enjoy all our Festival events, as a former Chicka-
saw Princess, the Princess Pageant 
is near and dear to my heart. This 
year’s Pageant will be held on Sep-
tember 26 and will also be avail-
able to watch online. It is exciting to 
see our young leaders begin to take 
their first steps towards service to 
the Chickasaw Nation. I applaud the 
young ladies who will be compet-
ing in this year’s Pageant and wish 
them the best of luck. I know that 
each princess who is selected will 
be an excellent ambassador for the 
Chickasaw Nation and will repre-
sent us with honor. Enjoy the expe-
rience of a lifetime!

In September, I had the opportu-
nity to attend the joint South Texas 
and Central Texas Chickasaw Com-
munity Connection meeting in New 
Braunfels, Texas and the Tri-State 
Chickasaw Citizen Connection 
meeting in Jersey City, New Jersey.  

I have enjoyed meeting and visiting with our citizens from 
across the country. Both meetings had great attendance 
and incredible fellowship. No mater where our citizens 
reside, I find that they always appreciate the chance to 
connect with each other and to learn more about our cul-
ture. Our Community Outreach employees do an excellent 
job of facilitating both of these goals and I appreciate their 
efforts. Keep up the good work!

This month also marked a change in the make-up of 
our Legislature with the retirement of long-time Pickens 
legislator, Linda Briggs.  Linda, thank you for your many 
years of service to the Chickasaw Nation! It has been such 
an honor to serve with Linda these past few years and I 
will miss seeing her smiling face. While she will surely be 
missed, we will also welcome a new legislator, Mr. Charles 
Marris, who will be taking the Oath of Office in October.

As always, I consider it a privilege to serve as your legis-
lator and look forward to hearing from you and to seeing 
you at one of our upcoming events.  May God continue to 
bless the Chickasaw Nation.

Chokma’shki!.
Lisa
Pontotoc District, Seat 3
(580) 235-3185
lisa.impson@chickasaw.net

C
ongratulations to Chikasha Toli Ihoo and 
Chikasha Toli! Our women and men repre-
sented the Chickasaw Nation in a spirited  
way at this year’s Tushkahoma’s annual 
stickball tournament. The women placed 

second in this year’s tournament. This group only or-
ganized about 10 years ago. The men and women who 
give their time to practice and play this ancient game are 
incredible athletes. In my generation the women played 

only with our hands. I still have the 
memory of Pauline Walker picking 
up her long skirt and running with 
the ball. I also remember with a 
smile the time I flipped my husband 
across my back during a long game! 
(But don’t tell Phillip I told you). In 
today’s generation the women play 
with sticks and the games are very 
competitive. One of my favorite 
parts of the game is the introduc-
tion of our players as they enter the 
field. The men and women march 
forward while loudly hitting their 
sticks, the drum is like a strong 
heart beat and the players are ready 
to play some stickball!

It is an honor representing you 
as your Pontotoc District legislator.  
Please let me know if I can serve you 
in the future. Lisaj.billy@chickasaw.
net (580) 436-1460 or follow me on 
instagram @lisajbilly or Facebook @

lisajbilly-tribal legislator for the Chickasaw Nation

saw Nation District Court during the same period, approx-
imately 65% were based on charges referred by outside 
law enforcement.

This shared commitment among tribal, local, state and 
federal agencies to public safety makes us all stronger and 
better equipped to look out for the interests of everyone 
in our communities.

“We all live and work in diverse communities and what 
affects one of us tends to affect all of us,” Governor Bill 
Anoatubby said. “We have long believed what is good for 
the Chickasaw Nation is good for the state of Oklahoma 
and what is good for Oklahoma is good for the Chickasaw 
Nation.

 “We have deepened our intergovernmental partner-
ships to protect public safety and ensure proper admin-
istration of justice. We will continue to do this work with 
the commitment to service we bring to all our efforts.

“Working together and focusing on solutions, we can 
continue protecting and serving our families, friends and 
neighbors today while building a brighter future for our 
children and grandchildren.”

Throughout time, the methods, approach, our under-
standing and many other things have changed about law 
enforcement and criminal justice. Throughout it all, the 
Chickasaw Nation has remained steadfast in its commit-
ment to public safety.

For more history of the Lighthorse and Chickasaws 
who served in law enforcement roles in Indian Territory, 
Cooke’s book, “Protecting Our People: Chickasaw Law En-
forcement in Indian Territory,” is available at Chickasaw-
Press.com. The book details many of the brave Chicka-
saws who dedicated themselves to public safety.

LIGHTHORSE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

CONTRIBUTED BY Justin Lofton

The Chickasaw Nation is partnering with Varsity Tutors 
to offer virtual academic assistance. 

Students from K-12 will have access to classroom re-
sources and instruction designed to assist with learning 
in a content specific, one-on-one virtual environment. Ac-
credited instructors offer lessons for all learners through 
an interactive experience that will enrich and enhance 
traditional classroom instruction. 

Participants approved to participate in the Student Tu-
toring Assistance Program will receive a maximum of 20 
credit hours per school year for virtual tutoring services 
in core academic areas such as language arts, math, sci-
ence and history.  

For additional updates on upcoming tutoring services, 
visit Chickasaw.net/TutoringAssistance

K-12 students eligible 
for virtual tutoring

mailto:Toby.Perkins@chickasaw.net
mailto:Nancy.Elliott@chickasaw.net
mailto:Lisa.impson@chickasaw.net
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Return to face-to-face meetings 
generates some great ideas!

Community councils, gatherings 
return with citizen participation

C
hokma! Hello from the Pickens District! Our 
Chickasaw Citizen Connection (CCC) groups 
are meeting in person, again, and what a 
wonderful way to re-connect with each oth-
er after two years! I am so grateful that we 

have technology available to keep us connected via Zoom 
meetings throughout the pandemic, but there’s nothing 
like seeing each other in person! 

We have resumed our travel and we are visiting many of 
our CCC meetings within the state 
as well as across the country. It has 
been great to see familiar faces but 
we have also encountered many new 
faces along the way. It is so impor-
tant to keep up with what is going 
on within our tribe and these meet-
ings are an ideal way to keep you 
connected. I’d like to thank the Di-
vision of Community Outreach for 
keeping our CCC meetings running. 
Their dedication to our citizens en-
sures they have direct, in-person 
contact with various tribal services 
and fun and informative cultural 
activities. Yakookay!

While attending some of our at-
large citizen meetings, some very 
good ideas have been passed along 
to me that would benefit our at-large 
citizens. Whether you live within the 
tribal boundaries or in other parts 

of the country, please do not hesitate to reach out to one 
of your legislators with any suggestions you may have. We 
are here to serve you and we will pass on the information.

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. ~Colossians 3:17

Nancy McLarry, S. Texas CCC

John Rowles (Chickasaw) and his wife, Carolyn, from the Fontana, California CCC. Mr. 
Rowles served in the US Navy.

T
he Autumn/Fall Season is upon us! Sum-
mer activities are slowly being replaced in 
preparation for fall. Around my location, the 
changing of the fall foliage is a very notice-
able event and beautiful to see. No matter 

where you are located, take time out of your busy sched-
ule to enjoy some of nature’s glory. Many Citizens are 
beginning to have face to face meetings again, therefore, 
tribal legislators are endeavoring to attend the community 
councils/gatherings. It is always rewarding to meet and in-

teract with citizens. At several of the 
meetings I’ve attended, Ms. Codie 
Poe Underwood has been on hand to 
facilitate the gathering.  Seems like 
yesterday, she was a “youngster” 
around the Tribe! Mrs. Underwood 
is officially a Community Outreach 
Sr. Project Manager.   You might see 
her in Florida, California or more 
recently, she was in New Braunfels, 
Texas. When at home, Codie and her 
husband, Nicholas, are busy with 
Jaimen (16), Finley (5), Andrea (3), 
Austin (1), Malachi (16) and Moses 
(6). Now that is a ball team! She and 
the family enjoy stomp dancing and 
stickball. Previously, Codie spent 
five years as a Cultural Resources 
Instructor beading, weaving with 
quills, and crafting shakers to be 
used when dancing. You never know 

what you might see or hear the next time you attend a 
community connection meeting with Mrs. Codie Poe Un-
derwood. She might show stickball sticks or demonstrate 
how to craft deer toe shakers! Codie brings a touch of cul-
ture and a way of life to each of her meetings. Thank you 
Codie Poe Underwood for the good work!  I look forward 
to seeing you at the next meeting!

Nevertheless He left not Himself without witness, in 
that He did good, and gave us rain from Heaven, and fruit-
ful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 
Acts 14:17

Beth Alexander
(580) 272-7850

Mrs. Codie Poe Underwood

Hiring event set for Nov. 15
ADA, Okla. - A Chickasaw Nation hiring event is set for 

10 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 15 at the Pontotoc County Agri-Plex, 
1710 N. Broadway Avenue in Ada. The event is sponsored 
by the Career Services Department. 

Chickasaw Nation job related programs and Human Re-
sources recruiters will be on-site with current Chickasaw 
Nation career opportunities in the areas of health care, 
retail, customer service, construction, food service, trans-
portation and more. 

For more information contact Darrell Walker at (580) 
276-1849. 

I
t was so nice to gather together at the Chickasaw 
Annual Meeting & Festival once again this year. 
After a multi-year move to strictly online events, 
this year we got to see each other and enjoy great 
Chickasaw spirit and fellowship!

The pandemic of 2020 and 2021 really threw all regular 
in-person events for a loop. That was such a stressful and 
difficult time for everyone. I am so happy we could all 
come together once again and celebrate our Chickasaw 

heritage, traditions and accomplish-
ments!

I think the thing that impresses 
me most about Annual Meeting & 
Festival is people’s reaction to it. 
Chickasaws and others come from 
many of the states and some foreign 
countries simply to be together and 
enjoy each other.

There is something ancient and 
very moving about how it all works. 
Our Chickasaw Nation has been 
around for so long, it seems the 
“pull” to return and enjoy great 
Chickasaw fellowship is a powerful 
force.

There were so many of the tradi-
tional events once again this year. 
Everyone seemed to very much enjoy 
the stickball tournament, the Corn-
stalk Shoot, the golf tournament and 
the many cultural demonstrations.

One of my favorites in the Southeastern Art Show & Mar-
ket. What a wonderful way to feature Chickasaw and other 
Southeastern artists! The artwork is always fantastic and 
it is a treat to talk to the artists.

This year the Chickasaw Church Tour was a real hit. Our 
faith traditions are so important and many took part in 
this great event.

I hope everyone enjoyed the State of the Nation address 
by Gov. Anoatubby this year. He always does a wonder-
ful job! And this year we could gather in the brand new 
facility built specially for this occasion. I loved it and hope 
you did as well!

There is so much to see and do in the Chickasaw Nation. 
Those of us who live here often take it for granted. It was 
great to see you and all our fellow Chickasaw citizens and 
friends in Tishomingo to celebrate. 

Let’s do it all again next year!!
Derrick Priddy
Tishomingo District legislator
(580) 618-0647

Chickasaw Annual Meeting & 
Festival in-person once again!
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Bullying is a 
pattern of re-
peatedly and 
de l i be rate l y 
trying to harm 
and humiliate 
others, specifi-
cally those who 
are smal ler, 
weaker, young-
er or, in any 
way, more vul-

nerable than the bully. The delib-
erate targeting of those of lesser 
power is what distinguishes bul-
lying from aggression. 

October has been deemed an-
ti-bullying month. The second 
Wednesday in October is Nation-
al Stop Bullying Day and wearing 
orange clothing is how you can 
show your support for bullying 
prevention. Orange is a great 
color to wear in October and can 
also serve to remind yourself and 
others not to tolerate bullying of 
our grandchildren and children. 
Another important thing to do is 
to remind our children to never 
participate in bullying. Peer pres-
sure can coerce other children to 
join in on the bullying of more 
vulnerable children.

With school starting back, now 
is the time to address bullying is-
sues. Research indicates that bul-
lying peaks around ages 11 to 13 
and decreases as children grow 
older. Bullying can involve verbal 
attacks such as name-calling and 
making fun of others as well as 
physical attacks, threats of harm, 
other forms of intimidation and 
deliberate exclusion from activi-
ties. Overt physical aggression 
such as kicking, hitting and 
shoving is most common among 
younger children. Relational ag-
gression - damaging or manipu-
lating the relationships of others, 
such as spreading rumors and so-
cial exclusion - is more common 
as children get older.

Most bullying occurs in and 
around school and on play-
grounds. The internet has led to 
particularly distressing forms 
of bullying that exist outside of 

school hours. According to the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics, approximately 20 per-
cent of students report being bul-
lied at school. Boys and girls are 
equally likely to be bullied. Cy-
berbullying has become a more 
serious problem as more children 
and adolescents have internet ac-
cess. Over 37% of children have 
experienced cyberbullying and 
up to 59% of adolescents have ex-
perienced this form of bullying. 
It has devastating effects and can 
lead to mental health issues. 

There are signs of bullying 
that parents, grandparents and 
schoolteachers can watch for. 
First, we should know our chil-
dren. Spend time studying their 
normal behaviors and, when 
something unusual happens, we 
can be prepared. For example, 
children may exhibit the follow-
ing:

• Changes in appetite, mood 
and normal activities

• Changes in sleep patterns
• Changes in friends
• Dropping grades
• Loss of interest in usual ac-

tivities
• Complaints about treatment 

at school
If your child is being bullied, 

online or on school grounds, 
there are things that can be done 
to stop it. Perhaps the best first 
step is to be aware of the signs of 
bullying. Children do not always 
realize that what they are experi-
encing is not normal. When you 
find out your child may be ex-
periencing bullying, spend some 
time talking to your child and 
take their concerns seriously. 

Bullying can be damaging and 
remembered for a lifetime. Based 
on your child’s age, teach them 
what bullying is. Involving the 
school or setting where the bul-
lying is taking place is an impor-
tant step. Teachers are usually 
aware of the students that might 
be bullying. Children have the 
power to stand up to bullying and 
having support from adults can 
make it all the more empowering. 

Dr. Judy Goforth Parker

Health tip with Dr. Judy Goforth Parker
You can help stop child bullying
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Dawson Andrea Lee Jones was 
born Aug. 11, 2022, at 8:46 a.m., 
at the Chickasaw Nation Medical 
Center in Ada, Okla. She weighed 
7 lbs., 1oz., and measured 19.5 
inches at birth. She is the daugh-
ter of Terrance Lee Jones and Kei-
sa Janelle Tiger. She is the sister 
of Mariah and Spencer Trevino 
and the late Castiel Cole Tiger-
Jones and Tristian Trae Tiger.

She is the granddaughter of 
Odelia Ann Tiger (Alexander), a 
full-blood Chickasaw elder, and 
the late Keith Wayne Tiger, and 
Joan Stick and Robert Lee Jones, 
full-blood Choctaw. 

She is the great-granddaughter 
of the late Jimpson Charles Al-
exander Sr. (JC) and Lois Alice 
Keel Alexander, both full-blood 
Chickasaw, and the Late Bernice 
Fish and Harry James Tiger. She 
is also the great-granddaughter of 
Merle Stick Sr., full-blood Chicka-
saw, and Ida Sticks.

She is the great-great-grand-
daughter of Cornelius Alexander 
and Sarah Hawkins Alexander, 
both full-blood Chickasaw. She 
is the great-great-granddaughter 
of Noah Keel and Ida Burris Keel, 
both full-blood Chickasaws. 

DAWSON ANDREA LEE JONES

JOHN HOLMES MILLER

KIERA LINK

CHAIO CHRISTIAN JACKSON

Chim afammi chokma!
Happy eighth birthday Chaio 

Christian.
You are made Perfect, our hand-

some Son!
Chaio, 8, is the Chickasaw son 

of Chasity and Ben Jackson.
Chaio is active with Righteous 

ELITE BGC 2033 and attends Ada 
Public Schools.

Continue to work hard as you 
study your skill set and strive to 
gain an over-abundance of knowl-
edge!

“EIGHT IS GREAT”
Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s handiwork, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in ad-
vance for us to do.

Brock Dunning to perform 
at Oklahoma Opry

Chickasaw citizen Brock Dun-
ning was born in 2003 at the 
Chickasaw Nation Medical Cen-
ter in Ada, Okla. He graduated 
in 2020 from A.J. Terrell High 
School in Blanchard, Okla. 

He loves to be outdoors fish-
ing and hunting, but his greatest 
passion is music. He began sing-
ing at Hillside church, where he 
grew up, then branched out into 
his school’s talent shows. 

He is a completely self-taught 
guitar player and singer and has 
perfected his skills to become a 
talented musician, singer and en-
tertainer. He has been invited sev-
eral times to the Oklahoma Opry 
and invites his family, friends 
and the Chickasaw Nation to at-
tend his next show October 15, at 
7 p.m., at downtown Oklahoma 
City in the stockyards.

BROCK DUNNING

Forrest and Caroline Miller wel-
comed John Holmes Miller, April 
24, 2022, at Houston, Texas. He 
weighed 8 lbs., 10 oz., and mea-
sured 22 inches at birth.

He is the grandson of Chicka-
saw Supreme Court Justice Mark 
Holmes Colbert, whom he is 
named after, and Kim Colbert, 
of Ardmore, Okla., and Paul and 
Kari Miller, of Leawood, Kan. He 
is the great-grandson of the late 
Honorable George Dixie Colbert 
and Ruby Colbert, of Sulphur, 
Okla.

Chickasaw sisters earn 
accolades in track & field

Chickasaw sister running duo, 
DeAuna and Dakota Louis, of 
Los Angeles, Calif., recently re-
turned from competing at USATF 
and AAU Track and Field Junior 
Olympics in Sacramento, Calif., 
and Greensboro, N.C. Between 
the pair, they received four gold 
medals, one silver, one bronze, 
and two top-10 overall places in 
the country. 

They run for the Black Lighten-
ing Track Club. DeAuna is a mem-
ber of the 13-14-year-old team, 
which currently holds the top 
spot in the 4x100m and 4x400m 
relays in the country.

They have participated in the 
Chickasaw Olympics during fes-
tival and look forward to it annu-
ally.

Congratulations to you both.

DEAUNA AND DAKOTA LOUIS

Citizen claims title of Miss Grady County Princess 

Chickasaw citizen Kiera Link 
was crowned the 2022 Miss 
Grady County Fair Princess at 
Chickasha, Okla., August 25. She 
competed against 17 other young 
women in the areas of talent, per-
sonal interview, onstage interview 
and evening gown. For her talent, 
she played the piano and sang 
Lady Gaga’s “Always Remember 
Us This Way.”

She is the daughter of Kandi 
Link and Aaron Link. She is a se-
nior at Tuttle High School where 
she is active in Choir, Academic 
Team and FCCLA. She is currently 
serving as vice president of com-
munity service for FCCLA. She 
has been named to OAKE Nation-
al Honor Choir, OCDA All State, 
OKMEA all-state, COCDA all-re-
gion and Children’s all-state. She 
has received many superior rat-

ings at state and district contest 
over the past three years.  

She is a four-year member of 
Canterbury Youth Voices Chorale, 
advanced honor choir, and two-
time section leader for the choir. 
As a member of Chorale, she has 
performed at the Oklahoma City 
Civic Center, Veterans Centers 
across central Oklahoma and 
just recently performed carmen 
with the Painted Sky Opera. Last 
December, she travelled with the 
choir to Hawaii, where they repre-
sented the USS Oklahoma in the 
80th anniversary commemora-
tion of the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor and performed at the City of 
Honolulu Christmas tree lighting.

She enjoys volunteering with 
non-profits. She has served Ca-
vett Kids Foundation, Pershing 
City Care, the Regional Food Bank 
of Oklahoma and Canterbury 
Summer Camps. Not only is she 
a vocalist, she plays the piano, 
guitar and ukulele. In her free 
time, she enjoys listening to mu-
sic, spending time with friends, 
reading, and spending time with 
her nephew. 

Following her graduation from 
high school, she plans to further 
her education by obtaining a de-
gree in business management 
and juris doctor. She plans to 
combine her appreciation of mu-
sic and education to become an 
attorney in the music industry.

Martin named to wrestling all-conference team 

Chickasaw citizen William Mar-
tin was one of nine student wres-
tling athletes from from Ouchita 
Baptist University selected to the 
Great Lakes Valley Conference 
Academic All-Conference Team 

for the 2021-22 season. 
Mr. Martin highlights Ouachi-

ta’s selections as a recipient of 
GLVC Brother James Gaffney Dis-
tinguished Scholar award for hav-
ing a perfect 4.0 GPA throughout 
the season. 

Mr. Martin is coming up on 
his junior year with the Tigers, 
pursuing a degree in business 
administration and management. 

The Broken Arrow, Okla., native 
was recently selected to the Na-
tional Wrestling Coaches Associa-
tion Academic All-America Team, 
and was named to the 2021-22 
All-Ouachita Academic Team.   

He is the son of proud parent 
Brian Martin, of Broken Arrow. 
His dad, along with other family 
and friends, wish William con-
tinued success in all his future 
endeavors.

Roberts Family Reunion will be Oct. 22, 2022 at the Choctaw 
Nation Community Center, Coalgate, Okla., from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Bring covered dish and nice gift for bingo game ($25-30). One 
gift per family. It can be something that is homemade or hand-
made. Please let all of your family know. We hope to see you all 
there.  You can bring any old pictures for display. COVID-19 is 
still with us, so wipes and sanitizers will be provided. 

Roberts Family Reunion

WILLIAM MARTIN
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Outstanding Achievements - 
Summer 2022

Blakelee Farrar
Blakelee Farrar, daughter of 

Chelcee Farrar of Moore, Okla., 
is a recipient of the Chickasaw 
Honor Club Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award. 

Blakelee is a 
second grader 
at Moore Pub-
lic Schools in 
Moore, Ok la. 
She was nomi-
nated by her 
teacher, Shan-
non Moore. 

“ B l a k e l e e 
improved her 
academic per-
formance over the course of the 
school year,” Ms. Moore said of 
Blakelee’s first-grade year. “She 
went from having B’s and C’s on 
her report card at the beginning 
of the year to all A’s and one B 
at the end of the school year. She 
was a hard worker.” 

Blakelee’s hobbies include danc-
ing, singing, art and drawing.

Ezra Espinoza
Ezra Espinoza, son of Ashely 

and Eli Espinoza of Venus, Texas, 
is a recipient of the Chickasaw 
Honor Club Outstanding Achieve-
ment and Out-
standing Citi-
zenship Award.

Ezra is a fifth 
grader at Ve-
nus Elementary 
School in Ve-
nus, Texas. He 
was nominated 
by his teacher, 
Carrie Morales.

Dur ing h is 
fourth grade 
year, “Ezra was a leader and each 
day he came to school with a de-
sire to work hard,” Ms. Morales 
said. “His positive attitude began 
to transfer over to his friends in 
class and other students turned 
to him for support during the 
year. He was a well-rounded stu-
dent leader and was always eager 
to learn and enjoy the day.”

Ezra’s hobbies include read-
ing, drawing, playing the cajon 
and playing outside. He received 
notable achievements during the 
fifth grade including Leader of 
the Week, Student of the Month 
and made the A Honor Roll for 

the year. He was also a member 
of All-City Choir, Honor Council 
and is a Mission Musician.

Garrett Wellens
Garrett Wellens, son of Kristin 

Guggenhime of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., is a recipient of the Chicka-
saw Honor Club 
Outstanding Ac-
ademic Achieve-
ment Award. 

Garrett is a 
senior at Chey-
enne Mountain 
H igh School 
i n  Colorado 
Springs. He was 
nominated by 
his Gifted Pro-
gram Coordina-
tor, Vanessa Womack. 

During his junior year, “Gar-
rett has demonstrated a willing-
ness to take risks and challenge 
himself by taking rigorous course 
loads including Honors and Ad-
vanced Placement classes,” Ms. 
Womack said. “Garrett is de-
scribed by his teachers as curi-
ous, insightful, inquisitive and 
hardworking. In addition to a 
very full and rigorous class load, 
Garrett is actively involved in ex-
tracurricular activities both in 
and out of school, including be-
ing junior class president.”

Garrett’s hobbies include re-
connecting with nature through 
skiing, fishing and mountain bik-
ing, as well as the creative outlet 
of playing guitar and piano. Gar-
rett’s list of achievements is head-
lined by his score of 1550 on the 
SAT and his passion for STEM, 
which will be the focus of his aca-
demic journey after graduation.

Kaly Winton
Kaly Winton, daughter of 

Shawn and Dalyn Winton of Sal-
lisaw, Okla., is a recipient of the 
Chickasaw Honor Club Outstand-
ing Academic 
Ach ievement 
Award.

Kaly is a grad-
uate of Sallisaw 
High School in 
Sallisaw, Okla-
homa. She was 
nominated by 
her counselor, 
Sarah Jackson.

During her 
senior year at 
Sallisaw, “Kaly was a very active 

student in our school,” Ms. Jack-
son said. “She ranked first out of 
her graduating class of 136.”

Kaly’s hobbies include writing 
and playing the piano. She was 
active in multiple clubs and or-
ganizations including National 
Honors Society, Native American 
Club and was crowned 2021 Sal-
lisaw Band Queen.

Maleena Luna
Maleena Luna, daughter of Jo-

seph and Julia Luna of Anahuac, 
Texas, is a recipient of the Chicka-
saw Honor Club Outstanding Aca-
demic Achieve-
ment Award.

Maleena is a 
sixth grader at 
Anahuac Ele-
mentary School 
i n A na huac, 
Texas. 

Maleena was 
a stra ight A 
student during 
her fifth grade 
year and has 
been described as helpful inside 
and outside of the classroom and 
complimented for having a beau-
tiful heart. 

Maleena’s hobbies include UIL 
Ready Writing and playing soft-
ball and volleyball.

She has worked hard through-
out elementary school and will 
continue to work hard to pursue 
her dreams of becoming an astro-
naut.

Nathan Jamison
Nathan Jamison, son of Derek 

and Rebekah Jamison of Okla-
homa City, is a recipient of the 
Chickasaw Honor Club Outstand-
ing Academic 
and Athletics 
Ach ievement 
Award.

Nathan is a 
sophomore at 
Epic Charter 
Schools in Okla-
homa City. He 
was nominated 
by his teacher, 
Amy Rether-
ford.

When nominated as a fresh-
man, “Nathan is an outstanding 
student on multiple fronts,” Ms. 
Retherford said. “He has shown 
himself to be responsible, re-
sourceful, respectful and perse-
vering. When he struggles with 

anything academically, he imme-
diately seeks help and does extra 
work willingly to improve his un-
derstanding and proficiency.”

Nathan’s hobbies include Tae 
Kwon Do, computer gaming, 
physical fitness and following 
his favorite football teams. He re-
cently achieved black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do at Golden Tiger Martial 
Arts in Oklahoma City, where he 
also serves as a volunteer.

Parker Wood
Parker Wood, son of Rachel 

Wood of Coalgate, Oklahoma, is a 
recipient of the Chickasaw Honor 
Club Outstanding Achievement 
Award.

Parker is a 
third grader at 
Homer Elemen-
tary School in 
Byng, Okla. He 
was nominated 
by his teacher, 
Amber Fowler. 

Dur ing h is 
second grade 
year, “Parker 
was selected for 
his consistency,” Ms. Fowler said. 
“He earned all A’s and B’s in read-
ing, language arts and mathemat-
ics.”

Parker’s hobbies include play-
ing golf, fishing and baseball, 
where he was awarded Most 
Valuable Player in the 2021 Com-
bat World Series. He has recently 
joined the Robotics Club at Hom-
er Elementary.

Tessa Winton
Tessa Winton, daughter of 

Shawn and Dalyn Winton of Sal-
lisaw, Okla., is a recipient of the 
Chickasaw Honor Club Outstand-
ing Ach ieve-
ment in Music 
Award.

Tessa is a se-
nior at Sallisaw 
High School in 
Sallisaw, Okla-
homa. She was 
nominated by 
her teacher, Su-
san Barger.

As a junior 
“Tessa earned 
a position on the Oklahoma All-
State Honor Band,” Ms. Barger 
said. “She was a member of the 
OKMEA wind ensemble.”

Tessa’s hobbies include travel-
ing, being outdoors and spending 

time with family. She is involved 
in high school band, the Sallisaw 
Junior Leadership Club, Salli-
saw Student Council and serves 
as vice president of the Sallisaw 
High School Native American 
Club.

Zoey Covington
Zoey Covington, daughter of 

Derek and Jennifer Smith of Ada, 
Okla., is a recipient of the Chick-
asaw Honor Club Outstanding 
Ach ievement 
Award. 

Zoey is a third 
grader at Latta 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School in Latta, 
Oklad. She was 
nominated by 
her  teacher, 
Scarlett Barton.

T h r o u g h -
out her sec-
ond grade year 
“Zoey always came to school with 
a smile on her face and a willing 
attitude,” Ms. Barton said. “Zoey 
also had great leadership skills 
and showed kindness toward 
others.”

Zoey’s hobbies include read-
ing, singing, skating, and any-
thing arts and crafts. She is also 
involved with 4-H and Girl Scouts.

Rylee Wilson
Rylee Wilson, daughter of Fred-

dy and Crystal Wilson of Crock-
ett, Texas, is a recipient of the 
Chickasaw Honor Club Outstand-
ing Achievement Award.

Rylee i s  a 
sophomore at 
Lovelady High 
School in Love-
lady, Texas. She 
was nominated 
by her school 
counselor, Leslie 
Gilchrist.

Dur ing her 
freshman year 
“Rylee was one 
of my top stu-
dents that I have worked with 
in the last 20 years in educa-
tion,” Ms. Gilchrist said. “She was 
smart, goal-driven, competitive, 
but most importantly she has 
a sweet soul. I just cannot say 
enough about her.”

Rylee’s hobbies include volley-
ball, pole vaulting and hunting. 
She is also an active member of 
Beta Club and FFA.

Blakelee Farrar

Ezra Espinoza

Garrett Wellens

Maleena Luna

Parker Wood

Tessa Winton

Zoey Covington

Rylee Wilson

Nathan Jamison

Kaly Winton

Chickasaw Foundation announces scholarship recipients
The Chickasaw Foundation 

is proud to announce scholar-
ship recipients for the 2022-2023 
academic year. The scholarships 
are very competitive. Recipients 
are selected based on academic 
achievement, potential to suc-
ceed, demonstrated leadership 
and experience serving their 
communities. 

Please join the Chickasaw Foun-
dation in congratulating the fol-
lowing recipients: 

Ataloa Memorial Scholarship
Kaitlin Johnson
Colbert “Bud” Baker Memorial 

Scholarship
Samantha Byrd
Janie Hardwick Benson Memo-

rial Scholarship
Shaina Langford
Wesley D. Brantley, Jr. Scholar-

ship
Katelyn Regan
Wilson J. Brown Memorial 

Scholarship
Kresta Lofton
Robert Martin Cheadle Memo-

rial Scholarship
Antonino Fricano
Chickasaw Foundation Fine 

Arts Scholarship
Lauren John and Morgan Man-

ning
Chickasaw Foundation General 

Purpose Education Scholarship
Lori White Buffalo
Chickasaw Foundation Health 

Professions Scholarship
Karissa Wynne
Chickasaw Foundation Toksali’ 

Scholarship
Aspen Williams
The Chickasaw Nation Ada 

Wellness Scholarship
Justin Lambright
The Chickasaw Nation Social 

Services Division General Educa-
tion Scholarship

Lillie Walker
Colbert Scholarship
Kinlee Duck
Kenneth Comer Scholarship
Kristin Hester

Computercraft Corporation 
Scholarship

Bianca Hanly and Destiny Man-
ford

James Michael “Mike” Dunn 
Memorial Scholarship

Taylor Dupree
Dynamic Women of the Chick-

asaw Nation Scholarship
Samantha Taylor
Jamie Duane Ellis Memorial 

Scholarship
Zechariah Payne
Ann Eubank Health Scholar-

ship
Priscilla Alvarez
Special Agent Patrick Flick-

inger Memorial Scholarship
Bobbi Lampkin
Lillian Fowler Memorial Schol-

arship
Abigail Pope
Patricia (Trisha) Fowler and 

Phillip Gregory (Greg) Hays Edu-
cational Scholarship

Jaxon Holland
Jess Green Memorial Law 

Scholarship
Morgan Gray
Mary Jo Green Memorial Schol-

arship
Hayden Cardinalle
Lynn C. Gibson Memorial 

Scholarship
Traci Lewis
Donald D. and J. Wenonah 

Gunning Memorial Scholarship
Allison Lathrop
Stacie Lynn Hays Memorial 

Scholarship
Jared Newell
John Bennett Herrington 

Scholarship
Mason Biliske and Reece Milner
The Hill Group Scholarship
Brooklyn Bloomfield and 

Brooke Schumacher
Irene C. and Russell Howard 

Memorial Scholarship
Payton Whitehead
Vinnie May Humes Memorial 

Scholarship
Andrew Murphy
Governor Emeritus Overton 

James Memorial Scholarship
Faith Hunt
Janet Shaley James Memorial 

Scholarship
Chris Gray
Judicial Scholarship - Law Stu-

dent Scholarship
Sydney Ross
L. Jay and Oleta Keel Memorial 

Scholarship
Reece Jordan
Ambassador Neal McCaleb 

Scholarship
Macy Cornwell
Lancelot Minor, III Memorial 

Law Scholarship
Malorie Stick
Mary K. Moreland and Daniel 

T. Jenks Scholarship
Morgan Wiest

Mitch Musgrove Memorial 
Scholarship

Kylie Kramer
Native American Fund Advi-

sors Scholarship
Amber Sutton
Pamela Dawn Nelson Memorial 

Adult Education Scholarship
Cassidy Whitaker
David and Carolyn Nimmo 

Graduate Business Scholarship
Tyra Shackleford
Mooniene Ogee Memorial 

Scholarship
Alexis Walker  
William G. Paul Scholarship
Jolie Morgan
Pearl Carter Scott Aviation 

Scholarship
Brooklyn Johnston and Grayson 

Marrs
Mitch Sperry Memorial Schol-

arship
Shannon Brasher
Robert L. Walton Memorial 

Scholarship
Will Scrivner
Alicia Anne Wear Memorial 

Scholarship
Emily Smith
Homer “Dee” Wells Memorial 

Scholarship
Cameryn Griffin
Ruth Oteka Oliphant Wyers 

Memorial Scholarship
Garrett Wampler
For more information, contact 

the Chickasaw Foundation at 
(580) 421-9030 or visit Chickasaw-
Foundation.org.

Outstanding Achievement Awards

https://chickasawfoundation.org/
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Chickasaw artist’s spirit painting ‘Night Run’ purchased by Interior

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A second 
“spirit” painting by renowned 
Chickasaw artist Lance Straughn 
has been purchased by the U.S. 
Department of Interior Museum.

The museum purchased “Night 
Run,” a painting blending real-

ism and expressionism. It depicts 
buffalo galloping down a prairie 
landscape after nightfall.

It accompanies another “spirit” 
painting titled “Bear Clan Guard-
ian” purchased in August 2021 
for the museum’s permanent col-

lection of more than 1,500 works 
of art.

“I am very honored to have two 
paintings on display at the mu-
seum,” Mr. Straughn said. “It was 
an honor to provide ‘Bear Clan 
Guardian’ to it last year and such 
a pleasant surprise to have the 
opportunity to contribute a sec-
ond painting to the museum this 
year.”

“Spirit” paintings are still an 
anomaly even to Mr. Straughn, 
who also has trouble explaining 
the concept and technique that 
produces them.

“The desire to paint ‘Night 
Run’ just came to me one eve-
ning when I was on a drive,” he 
said. “I like to escape the hustle 
and bustle of Oklahoma City and 
drive to areas more secluded and 
private. The wind was whipping 
around pretty strong, and there 
was a storm brewing.

“‘Night Run’ popped into my 
mind on that drive, and I went 
home and started slapping paint 

on a canvas,” he said with a laugh.
For decades, Mr. Straughn 

painted in a style of realism until 
inspired to produce “spirit” art. 
He still displays both kinds of 
painting at festivals and on his 
website LStraughn.com.

One realism painting, “Speaks 
to the Grandfathers,” depicting a 
Chickasaw Warrior participating 
in a centuries-old sacred activity, 
was sold to a private collector at 
the Artesian Arts Festival in June. 
That painting was a first-place 
award winner in the juried divi-
sion of the Festival.

“We were very busy at the Arte-
sian Arts Festival and sold many 
pieces,” Mr. Straughn said. “It 
showed me how much the COV-
ID-19 pandemic had people pent 
up over the last two years. They 
were anxious to leave home, view 
art, talk with me, and there is no 
better interaction than person-to-
person.”

Mr. Straughn is multitalented. 
Primarily an oil painter and 

sculptor, since the Festival in 
June, he has concentrated on 
wood carvings but expressed a 
desire to return to the easel. 

“It probably has been four or 
five months since I have painted, 
and I need to get back to it,” he 
said.

The wood carvings are not com-
pletely finished. One is of a bear 
standing upright and the other 
is a turtle. The bear is carved in 
basswood and the turtle in wal-
nut.

“The Artesian Arts Festival re-
ally excited me, and it was such a 
pleasure to get out and see people 
again,” Mr. Straughn said. “It en-
ergized me.”

“Artwork (is) displayed within 
the Stewart Lee Udall Department 
of the Interior Building,” said 
Museum registrar Jason Jurgena 
said. “Mr. Straughn is the only 
contemporary Chickasaw artist 
whose work is represented in the 
Interior Museum’s collection.”

‘Night Run’ by Chickasaw artist Lance Straughn has been purchased by the U.S. Department of Interior.

Chickasaw Nation offers a myriad of housing programs for citizens
Housing has always been an 

important need of the Chickasaw 
people. The Chickasaw Nation 
remains dedicated to providing 
citizens with a variety of pro-
grams and services for housing 
and housing assistance.

Programs including Emergen-
cy Energy Assistance provide 
Chickasaw citizens help with 
urgent, unmet needs for gas, wa-
ter, propane, electric bills and 
deposits. The Low Income Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is 
available to assist citizens in low-
income households with home 
heating and cooling bills or en-
ergy assistance deposits. 

Additionally, the Chickasaw 
Nation Elderly Energy Assistance 
Program focuses on Chickasaw 
elders who are not covered by 
other services and have no other 
way of obtaining needed assis-
tance. The program provides one-
time assistance for winter heating 
and summer cooling bills. These 
programs are available at any 
time for eligible citizens. 

There are also rental assistance 
programs. The “98” Rental Pro-
gram allows units to be leased in 
the private sector by low-income 
First Americans.

The “37” Rental Program is also 
available to Chickasaw citizens 
and other First Americans. It 

provides rental assistance to low-
income families. Each program 
operates in accordance with the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (NAHASDA).

During the 2017 State of the 
Nation Address, Governor Bill 
Anoatubby said the passage of 
NAHASDA was a turning point in 
the provision of housing services. 
Under NAHASDA, the Chickasaw 
Nation assumed responsibility for 
the administration of its housing 
programs. 

“We immediately went to work 
conducting needs-assessment 
meetings to determine what 
building programs and services 
would most benefit Chickasaw 
families,” Gov. Anoatubby said. 
“From these meetings, we devel-
oped new housing specification 
and a multitude of new pro-
grams, because we wanted to of-
fer something more than a house. 
We wanted to offer a house that 
is a home, because housing pro-
grams are really about helping 
all our Chickasaw people feel at 
home.”

Chickasaw citizens can utilize 
the Down Payment and/or Clos-
ing Cost Assistance Grant. This 
grant allows Chickasaw home-
buyers to receive a one-time grant 
of up to $3,000 to help with the 

down payment and/or closing 
costs to purchase a home. 

The Chickasaw Nation also of-
fers Housing Counseling Servic-
es, which include a variety of re-
sources such as credit awareness, 
budgeting, house maintenance, 
fire and home safety and more. 

Youth Services 
The Chickasaw Nation also 

offers housing services to sup-
port Chickasaw and other First 
American students. The Chicka-
saw Children’s Village promotes 
academic achievement while de-
veloping students’ character. Stu-
dents gain the skills necessary 
for successful family function 
throughout their lives.   

The Village is a cottage-style 
settlement that sits on 160 acres 
overlooking Lake Texoma. Locat-
ed in a rural area, the hiking, gar-
dening and livestock programs 
teach responsibility, life skills 
and channel youthful energy 
into positive results. Students 
attend Kingston schools, where 
they are encouraged to partici-
pate in extracurricular activities. 
The goal of the Village staff is to 
help First American students stay 
on the right path and give them a 
safe, nurturing place to grow and 
learn.

The Chickasaw Nation Child 

Welfare Services’ foster care 
and adoption program provides 
care for First American children 
placed into tribal or state custo-
dy. The Indian Child Welfare Act 
(ICWA) is a federal law that seeks 
to keep First American children 
with First American families. The 
Chickasaw Nation continuously 
seeks applicants who can meet 
the requirements for certifica-
tion through the tribe in order to 
provide children with culturally 
appropriate homes.

Elder Services 
The Chickasaw Nation consid-

ers its elders “living treasures” 
and works hard to provide elders 
the best service and care possi-
ble. Home Maintenance Services 
provides minor home repairs, 
weatherization, pest control, 
septic maintenance, as well as 
the installation of various home 
medical equipment to Chickasaw 
elders. 

The Supplemental Lawn Mow-
ing program serves Chickasaw 
elders ages 60 and older who re-
side within the Chickasaw Nation 
boundaries. Similarly, the Supple-
mental Wood program provides 
wood for elders who use a fire-
place or wood stove to keep their 
homes warm in the winter. 

Chickasaw Nation Chore Ser-

vices program assists elders with 
cleaning services as well as com-
panionship for elders.

Home Improvement 
Services 

The Chickasaw Nation provides 
assistance grants of up to $5,000 
to low-income citizens who may 
need to make their homes handi-
capped accessible. A home im-
provement grant of $5,000 is also 
available to At-Large citizens who 
are in need of eligible home re-
pairs. 

Other home improvement ser-
vices include the storm shelter 
program that funds professional 
storm shelter installation, up 
to $2,500 for privately-owned 
Chickasaw homes. The Private 
Driveway program provides 
driveway repair or construction 
assistance to Chickasaw elders, 
veterans and citizens with special 
needs. This program ensures that 
citizens have a safe route to and 
from their homes for emergen-
cies, medical services and family 
visits.

The Chickasaw Nation has ex-
panded and improved housing 
services to help meet the needs 
of Chickasaws in all walks of life. 
For more information on housing 
services, visit www.Chickasaw.
net/Housing. 

ARDMORE, Okla. - Chickasaw 
Lighthorse police officers re-
cently participated in a Veterans 
Olympics event at the Ardmore 
Veterans Center, the concluding 
portion of which allowed its resi-
dents to enjoy a few hours of light 
aquatic fun in the sun.

Most of the fun centered on 
a long water-soaked tarp down 
which officers pulled veterans sit-
ting on an inflated plastic chair.

Lighthorse Police Officer Aus-
tin Ahl said the event exceeded 
his expectations, as he thought 
it would be more of a staid, sub-
dued event than it turned out to 
be. 

“I kind of expected to be able 
to sit out there and help the vet-
erans through the slide,” Officer 
Ahl said. “But it was like a whole 
bunch of kids out there playing. 

It was fun.” 
Officer Ahl said the veterans 

were not above hijinks in their 
interactions with staff and Ligh-
thorse officers, who returned the 
favor in kind.

“You got to see them get water 
balloons and throw them at some 
of the staff,” he said. “We got the 
water hose and sprayed them and 
threw the water balloons back at 
them. It was definitely a fun ex-
perience.”

Christine Camp, Ardmore Vet-
erans Center physical therapy 
assistant, echoed the event’s em-
phasis on having a good time. 

“The veterans really enjoyed 
it,” Ms. Camp said. “We had wa-
ter guns and water balloons that 
they enjoyed sneak-attacking 
you with. We do have snipers, so 
you got it right in the ear. They 
are military guys, so give them a 
gun…,” she said.

She said Lighthorse officers 
were hardly innocent bystanders.

“The Chickasaw Lighthorse of-
ficers were just as cagey as the 
rest of them,” Ms. Camp said. 

While a good time was had by 
all, there was also time to talk 
and get to know each other bet-
ter on an individual basis. 

Lighthorse Officer Jared Buck-
aloo said he gained a renewed 
appreciation for what the older 
generation of veterans had done 
for the current generation of 
Americans.

“We got to hear a little bit of 
the stories of their younger days 
when they were our age and what 
they were doing,” Officer Buck-
aloo said. “It gives you an out-
look that if it wasn’t for them, I 
wouldn’t get to do what I enjoy 
doing.”

Many of the veterans had 
served in World War II, Vietnam 
or Desert Storm.

Lighthorse Officer Chris Aulds 
said spending time with veterans 
and staff was a highlight for him. 

“It was a good time getting to 
talk to people, and I had blast 
being there,” Officer Aulds said. 
“There were some nice people, 
employees too. They were awe-
some. It was a good time.”

“I think the veterans really 
enjoyed Lighthorse police step-
ping out of their environment 
and coming into the veterans’ 
environment,” Ashelle Pack, Ar-
dmore Veterans Center physical 
therapist assistant, said. 

“To take time out of their day 
and their work to participate in 
something fun, it means some-
thing to them,” she said. 

Lighthorse Police Department 
Lt. Michael Huff said he is glad 

Chickasaw Nation Lighthorse officers enjoy ‘Veterans Olympics’ in Ardmore
Lighthorse police could demon-
strate their caring community 
spirit. He said events like this of-
fer a chance to show the commu-
nity engagement that Lighthorse 
police represent instead of wrong 
impressions and stereotypes of 
law enforcement.

“I’m just glad we could be a 
part of it and give people a posi-
tive outlook on Lighthorse law 
enforcement,” Lt. Huff said. 

As an example of incorrect im-
pressions, Lt. Huff said it wasn’t 
unusual for people to flippantly 
acknowledge a law enforcement 
officer by pointing to a friend 
with them and saying, “He did 
it!’” 

Or a parent may say to a child, 
“Better behave or he’s going to 
take you to jail!”

Lt. Huff said he made a point 
of correcting such misrepresen-
tations.

“I always say, ‘No, I won’t take 
you to jail.’ I make a point of talk-
ing with them because we want to 
be approachable in good and bad 
times,” he said.

Ms. Camp says the Veterans 
Olympics is a yearly event, can-
celed only twice in the last 15 
years, once due to construction 
and once due to COVID-19. 

“I hope Lighthorse will consider 
helping us again next year,” she 
said.

Officer Aulds summed up Ligh-
thorse’s experience well. 

“I look forward to doing stuff 
like that,” he said. “Whether it be 
at the Ardmore Veterans Center 
or anywhere else. I love interact-
ing with the community. You can 
only control what interactions 
you have with people. I try to 
make every one of them positive.”

Each year, Chickasaw Nation 
Arts & Humanities hosts the Ano-
li Creative Writing Contest. Anoli 
is a word in Chikashshanompa’ 
meaning “to tell.” 

This contest was created in 
2007 to inspire Chickasaw writ-
ers of all ages to tell their stories 
and share their creativity with 
the world. The contest is divided 
into three divisions: grades 6-8, 
grades 9-12, and adults 18 and 
older. Each division allows par-
ticipants to compete in three cat-
egories including poetry, short 
story and essay.

This year’s Anoli Creative Writ-
ing Contest received 36 entries 
from 31 Chickasaw citizens 

across 10 states. 
Poetry
• Division one 1st place: “Open 

Boundaries” by Jacob Montgom-
ery, 12, of Newport Beach, Calif.

• Division two 1st place: “Defy-
ing Gravity” by Alexandra Mont-
gomery, 17, of Newport Beach, 
Calif.

• Division three 1st place: “Hey, 
what’s with these summers where 
the noonday sky turns yellow” by 
Nalin Saur, of Norman, Okla.

Short Story
• Division one 1st place: “Ding 

Dong Ditch” by Jacob Montgom-
ery, 12, of Newport Beach, Calif.

• Division two 1st place: “The 
Form of Dance” by Jordan Harper, 

16, of Butler, Penn.
• Division three 1st place: “Lake 

Water” by Ethan Cox, of Ada, 
Okla.

Essay
• Division two 1st place: “Find-

ing my History” by Alexandra 
Montgomery, 17, of Newport 
Beach, Calif.

• Division three 1st place: “Liv-
ing Through” Quinn Smith, of 
Durham, N.C.

For more information about 
the Anoli Creative Writing Con-
test and to see the second- and 
third-place winners, please visit 
Chickasaw.net/AnoliContest or 
email CreativeArts@Chickasaw.
net.

Anoli Creative Writing Contest winners

Chickasaw Lighthorse Police Officers Jared 
Buckaloo and Chris Aulds pull U.S. Army veteran 
Randall Hart on a slip and slide at the Ardmore 
Veterans Center’s recent Veterans Olympics event 
in Ardmore, Oklahoma
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Young Chickasaw voter understands importance, power of voting

A young Chickasaw profession-
al is looking toward the future as 
she prepares to vote in November.

Alyssa Lawalin, 21, describes 
this year’s election cycle as a 
learning process. Registered to 
vote in tribal elections since she 
was 18, Ms. Lawalin opted out of 
participating in federal, state and 

local elections. She did not feel 
she was a qualified voter due to 
lack of awareness of candidates, 
platforms and policies, she said.

Not this year.
A new job in the communica-

tions industry introduced Ms. La-
walin to voter resources, includ-
ing Vote Your Values. It piqued 
her interest. She registered to vote 
in time for the June primary elec-
tions and began educating herself 
about the election process.

“I really started to learn where 
to look for information through 
the Vote Your Values website,” 
Ms. Lawalin said. “It really did 
open my eyes to (realize) I’m old 
enough to vote. This is my life, 
my future, why am I not partici-
pating in voting?

“It just seemed like it was the 
time for me to really start to fig-
ure out what I should be doing 
with my future in terms of who 
we are electing.

“One day, I will be older and the 

people who are in office now will 
have paved the path for years. 
The decisions they make now are 
going to affect me in the future,” 
the Ada, Okla., resident said.

Her first trip to the polls for the 
June primary elections caused 
Ms. Lawalin a bit of anxiety, 
which quickly subsided when she 
cast her vote.

Her polling place was “just 
around the corner.” When her bal-
lot was cast she described voting 
as, “Painless. It was so easy.”

Doing your own research on 
candidates and their platforms 
is one way to avoid feeling over-
whelmed on Election Day.

“I can see why people my age 
might be intimidated to vote, be-
cause you just have names, and if 
you don’t know who you are go-
ing to vote for (it can be confus-
ing),” she said. “Do your research 
and find what the candidates’ 
goals are for our state.”

Before voting, she decided to 

“take the time, research the can-
didates and do my homework so 
I was able to have my say in who 
I wanted to be elected as our rep-
resentatives.”

Ms. Lawalin recommends re-
searching candidates and their 
social media presence, as well as 
researching any bills or issues 
beyond the headlines and sound 
bites.

Most of all, she urges everyone 
to exercise his or her right to 
vote, especially the younger gen-
eration, because of the impact 
elections have on the future.

“It might be taking 30 minutes 
to go vote, but 30 minutes is not 
anything compared to what the 
possibility is,” she said. “As a 
young individual, we do have a 
voice, we do have an avenue. Why 
aren’t we using it?”

One reason, Ms. Lawalin said, 
was young people did not feel ed-
ucated enough to cast a vote that 
reflects their beliefs and values.

“They can register but might 
not vote, because no one is tak-
ing the time to explain to them 
the significance or why they need 
to vote,” she said.

She implores older generations 
to talk to younger people in a 
nonpolitical way about the im-
portance of voting. 

“Focus on the ‘why’ and not the 
‘who,”’ she suggested.

More effort to educate young 
people about voting could lead 
to a turnaround from low voter 
turnouts and general apathy, she 
said.

Throughout this election cycle, 
Ms. Lawalin has discovered she 
does not lean toward any particu-
lar party but weighs each candi-
date’s values against her own.

 “I am just an individual who 
wants the best for my future, my 
family’s future and my children’s 
future.”

Chickasaw archer medals in international competition

ALYSSA LAWALIN and NATHAN J. RUSSELL

SULPHUR, Okla. – Chickasaw 
world champion archer Shiloh 
Butts earned a bronze medal in 
his first international archery 
competition in Italy during the 
first days of September.

Mr. Butts competed for the 
“United States and the Chickasaw 
Nation” in the Rinehart World Ar-
chery 3D Championships in Ter-

ni, Italy, Sept. 4-10. He competed 
in the Longbow portion of the 
tournament.

Weary, jet-lagged and physically 
exhausted by the rough Italian 
terrain on which the tournament 
was hosted, Mr. Butts and his 
wife, Sahara, returned to Okla-
homa late in the evening Sept. 11 
to their Sulphur home.

“I can assure you the champi-
onships were conducted on the 
most challenging course I’ve ever 
set foot on,” he said. “It was in a 
mountain range, through trees, 
uphill, downhill, on rocky and 
unstable footing. In fact, the first 
day of competition saw several 
competitors suffer personal inju-
ries that forced them to end their 
championship quest.”

Not only did Mr. Butts finish in 
the top three out of hundreds of 
archers from around the world, 
the U.S.A team advanced 17 of 24 
archers into the final two days of 
individual, head-to-head competi-
tion.

“I am very pleased with how I 
competed,” he said. “You know, 
you’re always looking for the gold 
medal. Considering it was my 
first European tournament, go-
ing against archers with a home 
field advantage and on a tourna-

ment course nothing like I’ve ever 
experienced, I did well.” 

He is already beginning to 
think about qualifying rounds 
for the tournament in 2023.

The Rinehart World Champi-
onship is conducted every two 
years. The COVID-19 pandemic 
forced cancellation of the 2021 
tournament. Championship of-
ficials decided to sponsor a meet 
in 2023 in order to get back on 
schedule. 

“So, I have a year to prepare 
and qualify again,” Mr. Butts said.

As he suspected, Mr. Butts 
found himself taking aim at 
much smaller targets than he 
faces in American competitions. 
Before leaving for Italy, Mr. Butts 
said 3D targets in Europe would 
be as small as an armadillo and 
as large as an elk.

“The European archers like 
smaller targets, so I was expect-
ing that,” he said. “Most of the 
shoots in the United States fea-
ture larger targets, from turkey 
to wild boar to elk.”

Facing targets the size of a 
hedgehog or pheasant, while ex-
pected, proved to be challenging. 

“I was able to adjust, but the 
first small target I faced my ar-
row merely clipped it high on its 

back,” he said. “The more often I 
faced smaller targets, the more 
confident I became.”

A typical competition shoot 
takes about five hours from start 
to finish. Traversing rugged ter-
rain, uphill slogs, drawing the 
bow and merely walking the 
winding course taxed all archers.

“It is beautiful there,” Mr. Butts 
said. “It’s less than an hour from 
Rome. The tournament took up so 
much of our time, we didn’t have 
a chance to do much sightseeing, 
but we did travel and enjoy Rome 
and a smaller village on a day be-
fore the tournament started.”

He and his wife were amazed to 
find themselves on a road 3,000 
years old. 

“It was amazing to us it still 
was there and was in use today,” 
he said, adding footfalls for more 
than 3,000 years had made div-
ots in the cobblestone and even 
ancient wagon wheel ruts were 
observable.

The experience of competing 
for the USA, Chickasaw Nation 
and venturing so far from home 
made a huge impression on the 
Chickasaw Nation Medical Center 
pharmacist. His appreciation of 
friends was evident in a Facebook 
post he shared.

“I wish I could name every 
single person that has helped me 
in any way, no matter how big or 
small, throughout my entire ar-
chery journey,” he wrote. “I know 
I would forget someone, and I do 
not want to leave a single person 
out so THANK YOU ALL, from the 
bottom of my heart. Every call, ev-
ery text, every card, etc., I’ve re-
ceived these last couple months 
have meant the world to me.

“It’s been an incredible jour-
ney with lots of twists and 
turns along the way. Winning 
the bronze medal was without 
question the high point of this 
trip, but the friendships and the 
memories gained alongside all of 
my teammates, coaches and fam-
ily will be what I remember the 
most about it all. Thanks again 
for all the prayers, thoughts and 
good vibes! Good Lord willing, 
we’ll do it all over again.”

Throughout this career, Mr. 
Butts has been crowned world 
champion in 2014 Longbow; 2015 
Selfbow; 2017 Longbow and 2021 
Selfbow. These were in American 
competitions. Now, the proud 
Chickasaw archer can claim a 
bronze medal earned on the 
world stage.

Chickasaw culture, environment reflected in evolving architecture

Architecture of a culture de-
fines both time periods and 
place. From current stucco and 
adobe homes of the Southwest 
that provide cooler living condi-
tions, to the larger, warmer co-
lonial homes that dot the North-
east, people’s houses are defined 
by how and where they live.

As a necessity, cultures have 
adapted forms of shelter to suit 
their needs throughout history. 
People of like mindset and com-
parable geographic locations 
build homes similarly. This in-
cludes the Chickasaw people. 
For the Chickasaw in the historic 
Homeland prior to the late 1700s, 
two styles of homes were built to 
fulfill their living requirements, 
winter and summer homes.

In the past, each Chickasaw 
family had two types of homes. 
A luxury by today’s standards, 
these two different styles of 
homes were built to fulfill spe-
cific needs. Summer and winter 
houses were essential for comfort 
and protection of a family, and 
these homes provided different 
strengths depending on the sea-
son. 

Permanent structures defined 
the importance of agriculture 
to early Chickasaws. Living near 
communal fields often consist-

ing of corn, beans and squash, 
afforded Chickasaws the abil-
ity to build enduring homes and 
other structures. Care was used 
to determine where communities 
would be built. Chickasaw villag-
es and towns were constructed 
on bluffs or high hills, allowing 
protection from spring floods 
and enemies. 

In addition to homes, Chicka-
saw families and communities 
built corn cribs and council 
houses. Corn cribs were used to 
store their food supply, sheltering 
dried fruit, vegetables, and seeds 
from weather and animals.

The aa-anompoli’ chokka’, or 
council house, was the largest 
communal structure built for 
public assemblies and occasional 
dances. The council house served 
as a civic and social center for 
Chickasaws and other Southeast-
ern Indian communities. Its name 
is derived from the council, or 
revered Chickasaw leaders, who 
would meet in the council house 
to discuss a variety of topics or 
to make decisions on issues that 
came before them.

When formally arrayed for 
council, clan membership and 
rank were structurally repre-
sented by the seating placement, 
order and elevation of individuals 

within the council house. Women 
and children were allowed inside 
during formal councils but had to 
occupy the outer ring of benches 
in most cases. 

For common defense, Chicka-
saws built walls within their 
villages. Called palisades, these 
walls were made of large wood 
posts. Posts were anchored deep 
into the ground. 

The winter house, or hashtola’ 
chokka’, was created with warmth 
and insulation in mind. Thick 
timber was used in construction. 
For additional insulation, outside 
walls of the home were coated 
with a layer of clay. The walls 
were whitewashed with a mixture 
of white clay, water and crushed 
shells. 

Winter houses are circular in 
design, built to resemble a snail’s 
shell. This design kept cold wind 
and rain from blowing into the 

living area. This also added a 
layer of additional protection for 
inhabitants. The narrow, wind-
ing entrance was easily defended 
against intrusion. 

Roofs were topped with conical 
supports in the center, with four 
large posts laid out in a square 
for support. Roofs were covered 
with shingles made of tree bark 
or grass thatch. This is laid down 
in circular pattern, starting at 
the bottom and ending at the top. 
Some winter houses had sunken 
floors dug into the earth two 
or three feet deep. Sometimes a 
carved wooden eagle or other fig-
ure was attached at the top.

The toompalli’ chokka’, or sum-
mer house, was a lighter struc-
ture framed with posts set in 
the ground, designed to provide 
shade from the sun and protec-
tion from the elements. The tim-
bers that formed the walls of the 

summer house were made from 
thin strips of pine or cypress. 

Summer houses were rectangu-
lar with a gabled roof covered in 
thatch, bark panels or puncheon 
planks. The tent-like roof allowed 
eaves to be vented, allowing the 
breeze to pass easily through the 
building.

Examples of early Chickasaw 
homes and villages can be viewed 
today. Maintained by the Chicka-
saw Nation, these sites are located 
at the Chickasaw Cultural Center 
in Sulphur, Okla., and the Kulli-
homa Grounds located just east 
of Ada, Okla. 

The traditional village at the 
Chickasaw Cultural Center has 
examples of a Chickasaw winter 
house, summer house, corn crib, 
council house, stickball field and 
stomp dance grounds enclosed 
within a palisade. 
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World champion Chickasaw archer Shiloh Butts, 
right, is shown accepting a bronze medal in his 
first international archery competition in Italy. 
He is shown with gold medalist Giuliano Faletti, 
center, of Italy, and silver medalist Guillaume 
Quetel, of France.
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making a spiritual connection. 
Prayer can calm your nervous 
system. Like meditation, it has 
been shown to decrease anxiety 
and stress, reduce anger and 
improve a person’s outlook on 
life. Praying with or for others 
can help you connect with other 
people and give you a feeling of 
emotional support during stress-
ful times.

TIP: Sing your prayers with tra-
ditional hymns. Download the 
Choctaw Hymns app to connect 
with spiritual traditions from 
Google Play or the Apple App 
Store. 

4.  Spend time being active 
outside

Research has shown that 
spending time outside in nature 
can increase your energy and im-
prove your outlook. Also, soak-
ing up vitamin D in the sunshine 
has been linked to boosting your 

mood. Consider joining a team 
game like stickball to clear your 
mind. Not only does it help calm 
your thoughts, but that peaceful 
feeling can last for several hours 
after the game is over. Studies 
have shown that participating 
in team sports can also create 
a sense of teamwork and social 
connectedness, improving your 
mental health. If joining a team 
feels a little too intense right now, 
just a 15-minute walk outside can 
have a noticeable effect on your 
mood. Don’t forget sunscreen!

TIP: Walk with the AYA app to 
immerse yourself in history and 
learn more about Chickasaw cul-
ture on your way. Download the 
AYA app on Google Play or the 
Apple App Store.

5.  Find (or reconnect with) a 
friend

What is it about becoming an 
adult that makes it so much hard-

er to find new friends? Fortunate-
ly, many of these suggestions can 
help that happen! Taking a class, 
joining a prayer group or playing 
sports with a team are natural 
ways to meet new people. Just 
don’t forget to nurture the rela-
tionships you already have. Take 
a moment to reconnect with your 
loved ones with a call or send a 
note to tell them how special they 
are to you. Reaching out will have 
the added benefit of improving 
their day, too! 

TIP: Invite family and friends 
(old and new) to join you for an 
outing to one of the Chickasaw 
Nation galleries. Discover Chick-
asaw and First American artists 
and share your culture at gal-
leries and museums throughout 
Chickasaw Country. Visit www.
ChickasawCountry.com for more 
information.

https://chickasawcountry.com/


AUGUST 2022 MINUTES SEPTEMBER 2022 RESOLUTIONS
CHICKASAW TRIBAL LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION
Legislative Building

Ada, Oklahoma
August 19, 2022

AGENDA ITEM #1  CALL MEETING TO ORDER
 Chairperson Scott Wood called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  He appointed Ms. 

Lisa Impson as Human Resources Chair Pro Tempore for the meeting.
AGENDA ITEM #2  ROLL CALL
Members present: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy 

Elliott, Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott 
Wood

Members Absent: Dr. Karen Goodnight, Toby Perkins
Staff present:  Marilyn Coltz, Administrative Assistant, Doretta Sellers, Recording 

Secretary, Harold Stick, Sergeant-at-Arms, Les Wesberry, Legislative Counsel 
Guests present: Dr. Randal Williams, Loné Beasley, Michael L. Wingo
AGENDA ITEM #3  INVOCATION
Invocation was given by Ms. Billy.
AGENDA ITEM #4  READING OF MINUTES – July 15, 2022  
July 21, 2022 
A motion was made by Ms. Briggs and seconded by Mrs. Alexander to approve the 

minutes of July 15, 2022.
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Shana 

Hammond, Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott Wood
10 yes votes
Member abstaining: Nancy Elliott
1 abstention 
The motion to approve the minutes of July 15, 2022 carried.
A motion was made by Ms. Briggs and seconded by Mrs. Alexander to approve the 

minutes of July 21, 2022.
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Lisa 

Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott Wood
9 yes votes
Members abstaining: Nancy Elliott, Shana Hammond
2 abstentions 
The motion to approve the minutes of July 21, 2022 carried.
AGENDA ITEM #5  UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business to discuss
AGENDA ITEM #6  REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
(A) LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair David Woerz
Permanent Resolution Number 39-011, Amendments to Title 17 of the Chickasaw 

Nation Code (Offenses and Penalties)
This Resolution authorizes, approves, and adopts an amendment to Title 17 by 

removing duplicate language (i.e. Subparagraph “E”) from the previously amended 
Section 17-800.2.

A motion was made by Ms. Briggs and seconded by Mrs. Alexander to approve
  PR39-011
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy 

Elliott, Shana Hammond,Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott 
Wood

11 yes votes
The motion to approve PR39-011 carried unanimously.
Mr. Woerz concluded his report. 
(B) FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair Nancy Elliott
General Resolution Number 39-037, Approval of Consolidated Governmental 
Budget – Fiscal Year 2023
This resolution approves the Consolidated Governmental Budget for fiscal year 2023 

in the amount of $276,004,939.
A motion was made by Ms. Elliott and seconded by Ms. Barker to approve GR39-037. 
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy 

Elliott, Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott 
Wood 

11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR39-037 carried unanimously.
Ms. Elliott concluded her report. 
(C) HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair Pro Tempore 

Lisa Impson
General Resolution Number 39-040, Gubernatorial Appointment to the Board of 

Directors of Chickasaw Nation Industries, Inc., Mr. Dan Boren  
This resolution approves Governor Bill Anoatubby’s appointment of Mr. Dan Boren to 

the Board of Directors of Chickasaw Nation Industries, Inc. 
Article IV of the Articles of Incorporation issued by the Secretary of the U.S. Depart-

ment of the Interior provides that the terms of office of each board member shall be 
three years.  Mr. Dan Boren will fill a three-year term of office, beginning on August 19, 
2022 and ending on October 1, 2023. 

A motion was made by Ms. Briggs and seconded by Mr. Woods to approve GR39-040. 
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy 

Elliott, Shana Hammond,
Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz,
Steve Woods, Scott Wood
11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR39-040 carried unanimously.
Ms. Impson concluded her report. 
(D) LAND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT by Committee Chair Linda Briggs
General Resolution Number 39-038 Utilities Easement at Newcastle Additional 
Newcastle, McClain County, Oklahoma
This resolution amends the previously enacted General Resolution 39-031 to include 

an additional paragraph following “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED”; no other additions or 
revisions are to be amended.

A motion was made by Ms. Briggs and seconded by Mr. Priddy to approve GR39-038. 
Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy 

Elliott, Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott 
Wood

11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR39-038 carried unanimously.
Resolution Number 39-039 Utility Service Line Agreement in Latimer County, Okla-

homa
This resolution approves the Chickasaw Nation’s granting of a service line to Kiamichi 

Electric Cooperative. The service line will traverse land located in Latimer County, Okla-
homa. The service line will permit Kiamichi Electric Cooperative to construct, maintain, 
operate, transmit, distribute, repair, and replace a service line to provide utility service 
in Latimer County, Oklahoma. The property on which this service line crosses is prop-
erty owned by the United States of America in Trust for the Chickasaw Nation and the 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.

A motion was made by Ms. Briggs and seconded by Mrs. Alexander to approve GR39-
039.

Members voting yes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy 
Elliott, Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz, Steve Woods, Scott 
Wood

11 yes votes
The motion to approve GR39-039 carried unanimously.
Ms. Briggs concluded her report. 
AGENDA ITEM #7  NEW BUSINESS (comments from citizens)
 Dr. Randal Williams explained he had sold his clinic to the Chickasaw Nation, 

and noted the issues involved were submitted in a report to one of the legislators. He 
asked for full waiver of sovereign immunity. Mr. Wesberry explained that his request 
could not be allowed. 

AGENDA ITEM #8  ADJOURNMENT
The Legislative Session adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Lisa J. Billy, Secretary 
Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Submitted by: Doretta Sellers, Recording Secretary
Chickasaw Tribal Legislature

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Legislative Committee Meeting
September 12, 2022
Present: Beth Alexander, Lisa J. Billy, Nancy Elliott, Dr. Karen Goodnight, Shana Ham-

mond, Lisa Impson, Toby Perkins, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz
Absent: Connie Barker, Linda Briggs, Steve Woods, Scott Wood
Committee of the Whole Meeting
September 12, 2022
Present: Beth Alexander, Lisa J. Billy, Nancy Elliott, Dr. Karen Goodnight, Shana Ham-

mond, Lisa Impson, Toby Perkins, Derrick Priddy, David Woerz
Absent: Connie Barker, Linda Briggs, Steve Woods, Scott Wood
Legislative Committee Meeting
August 8, 2022
Present: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, Dr. 

Karen Goodnight, Lisa Impson, Toby Perkins, Derrick Priddy, Steve Woods, Scott Wood
Absent: Shana Hammond, David Woerz
Human Resources Committee
August 8, 2022
Present: Beth Alexander, Nancy Elliott, Dr. Karen Goodnight, Lisa Impson, Toby Per-

kins, Steve Woods, Scott Wood
Land Development Committee
August 8, 2022
Present: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Linda Briggs, Lisa Impson, Toby Perkins, Der-

rick Priddy, Scott Wood
Tribal Historical & Cultural Preservation Ad Hoc Committee
August 23, 2022
Present: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Nancy Elliott, Shana Hammond, Derrick 

Priddy
Absent: Dr. Karen Goodnight, Scott Wood
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General Resolution Number 39-041
Application for Membership, National Congress of American Indians
Explanation:  This resolution approves the Chickasaw Nation’s application for member-

ship in the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI).  This is virtually the same 
application which is submitted to the legislature for approval each year.  The NCAI has 
been instrumental in supporting issues of importance to Native Americans.  As an inde-
pendent group, NCAI is representative of the largest concentration of Native Americans, 
and is often called upon by Congress to provide information and testimony on important 
Indian subjects.  The Chickasaw Nation has been a member in good standing in NCAI 
since the early 1980s.  This resolution names the representatives of the Chickasaw Na-
tion to NCAI.

Presented by: Human Resources Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
General Resolution Number 39-042
Gubernatorial Appointment to the Chickasaw Tribal Utility Authority 
Carter Gipson 
Explanation:  This Resolution approves Governor Bill Anoatubby’s appointment of Mr. 

Carter Gipson to the Chickasaw Tribal Utility Authority Board of Trustees.  Mr. Gipson 
will fill a term of office which will end on October 1, 2025.

Presented by:  Human Resources Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
General Resolution Number 34-043
Application for federal Grant 
under the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: Indian Health Service – 
Special Diabetes Program for Indians
Explanation: This resolution approves the Chickasaw Nation’s grant application for the 
Diabetes Prevention Program from the United States Department of Health and Human 

Services, Indian Health Service. Funds from this grant will be utilized to cover costs 
associated with the prevention and treatment of diabetes within the Chickasaw Nation. 

Presented By:  Human Resources Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
General Resolution Number 39-044
Application for Federal Grant, Assurances and Firm Commitment
under the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development: Southern Plains, 

Office of Native American Programs – Public and Indian Housing 
Indian Community Development Block Grant Program
Chickasaw Homeownership Program-Roof Project
Explanation: This resolution approves the Chickasaw Nation’s application, assurances 

and firm commitment for the Indian Community Development Block Grant funded by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to construct roofs on Chicka-
saw citizen-owned homes located throughout the Chickasaw Nation’s 13-county treaty 
territorial service area, located throughout south-central, Oklahoma.

Presented By:  Human Resources Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
General Resolution Number 39-045
Authorization and Approval of an Oil and Gas Lease to
Citizen Energy III, LLC, in Grady County, Oklahoma
Explanation:  This resolution authorizes and approves Oil and Gas Lease in favor Citi-

zen Energy III, LLC, 320 S. Boston Ave., Suite 900 Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103.  Citizen Energy 
III, LLC, shall pay $1,000 per acre for a total bonus of $25,770, a rental of $3.00 per acre 
per annum, and a royalty of 20% of the value or amount of all oil and gas produced, of 
which the Chickasaw Nation shall receive 100%.

Property Location: 
Grady County, Oklahoma
Presented by:  Land Development Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
Permanent Resolution Number 39-012
Types of Criminal Offenses
Explanation: This resolution classifies criminal offenses as either a felony or a mis-

demeanor.  
Presented by:  Legislative Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
Permanent Resolution Number 39-013
Amendments to Title 5 and Title 17 of the Chickasaw Nation Code
(Special Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction)
Explanation: This Resolution amends provisions in Title 5 and Title 17.  The amend-

ments to Title 5 implement expanded criminal jurisdiction over non-Indian persons 
for covered crimes under Title VIII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022, Public 
Law No. 117-103, commonly known as the Violence Against Women Act reauthorization.  
The amendments to Title 17 create new criminal offenses and amend existing criminal 
offenses consistent with Title VIII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022.

Presented by:  Legislative Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
Permanent Resolution Number 39-014
Unlawful Burning
Explanation: This resolution creates a new criminal offense of Unlawful Burning.
Presented by:  Legislative Committee, Chickasaw Tribal Legislature
Yes votes: Beth Alexander, Connie Barker, Lisa J. Billy, Linda Briggs, Nancy Elliott, 

Shana Hammond, Lisa Impson, David Woerz, Scott Wood
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Patricia Renee 
Reynolds

Barney Lloyd 
Robertson

Charles Porter 
Holmes

Patricia Renee Reynolds passed 
away Aug. 13, 2022. She was born 
May 14, 1958 at Oklahoma City.

She was a passionate leader, 
teacher, cheerleader, daughter, 
sister and friend. After graduat-
ing from Moore High School and 
a couple of years at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, she started her 
career at AT&T where she worked 
for 37 years. 

She was a Circuit Design Spe-
cialist when she retired in 2019. 
She made many lifelong friends 
at the company as they served the 
company and the community to-
gether. They worked at parades, 
races, community events, in-
stalled vegetable gardens at grade 
schools and provided household 
goods for kids aging out of foster 
care. They are a tight group that 
stayed in touch throughout the 
years. She loved them dearly.

She was a big history buff, 
quoted lines from movies in ca-
sual conversation, could name 
that tune in a bar or two, read 
voraciously, and enjoyed creat-
ing fun. There was always some 
big idea cooking in her head. Pa-
tricia loved America, the home 
of the brave and free. She volun-
teered for more than 10 years at 
the Cleveland County election 
board. She ardently followed gov-
ernment at all levels and worked 
hard to get people engaged.

She loved the Lord with all of 
her heart. She served for more 
than 40 years at Crossroads 
Church as youth sponsor, Sunday 
school teacher, Bible quiz coach, 
drama crew and anything else 
she could find to do.  She loved to 
study the Bible in depth and her 
greatest delight was in helping 
others learn to study as well. Her 
church family is many and she 
spent countless hours praying for 
them and delighting in what the 
Lord did in their lives.  She knew 
the power of prayer.

She was preceded in death by 
her father, Gerald B. Reynolds; 
and step-father, James W. Buckley.  

She is survived by her mother, 
Mary L. Sanders–Buckley; sister, 
Jo Beverly Usry, both of Oklahoma 
City; as well as numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends. 

A funeral service was August 
20, 2022 at Crossroads Church, 
Oklahoma City. 

Barney Lloyd Robertson, 83, 
of Kingston, Okla., passed away 
Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022 at Madill, 
Okla.  

He was born on Aug. 21, 1938 
at Emet, Okla., to the late Earnest 
Cleveland Robertson and Ava Mae 
Greenwood Robertson. He was 
raised at Emet and later moved 
to Kingston, where he attended 
school. 

He moved to Dallas, Texas in 
1966, where he worked for Trin-
ity Industries and retired after 40 
years. In 2013 Lloyd moved back 
to Kingston, where he lived the 
rest of his life.

 He was affiliated with the Bap-
tist faith and enjoyed woodwork-
ing, fishing, watching the Dallas 
Cowboys and OU football. He 
loved his cats, Spot and Tiny and 
dogs, Oscar and Misty White Eyes.        

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; son, Kevin Lynn Robert-
son; brothers, Charles, Cleveland, 
Benny John and Perry Robertson.   

He is survived by children, 
Kenny Lloyd Robertson, and Cur-
tis Robertson, both of Kingston, 
and Ava Muzny, Moore, Okla.; sev-
en grandchildren; 14 great-grand-
children; one great-great-grand-
son; brothers, Floyd Robertson, 
of Kingston, Roy Robertson, of 
Florida, Kent Robertson, of Iowa, 
Ernie Robertson, of Kingston; and 
sister, Vera Hughes, of Arkansas.

A funeral service was Thursday, 
Aug. 25, 2022 at the Watts Memo-
rial Chapel, Madill, Okla. Chris 
Webb officiated the service.  In-
terment followed in the Fillmore 
Cemetery, Fillmore, Okla.   

Casketbearers were Nick St. 
Laurent, Dillon Hamilton, Land-
on Muzny, Austin Kelley, Tim Ga-
routte, Ernie Robertson, and Gene 
Robertson.  

Charles “Hump” Porter Holmes, 
Jr., 90, of Springdale, Ark., passed 
away Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022 at 
his home. He was born Aug. 22, 
1932 at Tucson, Ariz., to Charles 
Porter Holmes, Sr. and Fleda Dick-
erson Holmes.

He served honorably in the U.S. 
Navy from 1951 until 1955. He re-
tired from Cintas in Springdale. 
He was an avid Arkansas Razor-
back fan. He was a member of 
Phillips Chapel Freewill Baptist 
Church.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; and brother, Oliver 
Holmes.

Survivors include his wife, 
Bonnie Holmes, of the home; son, 
Charles Jackie Holmes and wife, 
Darlene, of Hamersville, Ohio; 
brother, John Holmes, of Sac-
ramento, Calif.; grandchildren, 
Kara Bryan and husband, Dirk, 
of Springdale, and Jeremy Holmes 
and wife, Misty, of Hanna, Okla.; 
and great-grandchildren, Lane, 
Dirk and Cooper.

Graveside services were Mon-
day, Aug. 29, 2022 at the Fayette-
ville National Cemetery with Mili-
tary Honors. Jason Scott and John 
Holmes officiated.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Veteran of For-
eign Wars Post # 2952 or Ameri-
can Legion Post # 0139.

Honorary pallbearers were A.C. 
Green, Charlie Bowen, Jim Burns, 
Jim Fletcher, Gene Griggs and 
Gabe Carter.

Thomas Fryrear

Zachary Peter 
Stamile

Thomas Fryrear was born 
Jan. 27, 1955 to Jimmy Rich-
ard Fryrear and Sylvia (Rinker) 
Fryrear.  He passed away June 26, 
2022. 

He was preceded in death by 
his mom; dad; brother, Little Jim-
my; and sister, Linda Masny.  

He is survived by sisters, Chris-
tine Fryrear (caretaker), Donna 
Collins, Pat Curtiss, Joyce Dyer, 
Mary Murphy, Karen Damron, 
and Sandra Yocham; brothers, 
Terry Fryrear and Bobby Fryrear; 
as well as nieces, nephews and 
cousins.  

A memorial service was Thurs-
day, July 7, 2022 at Absolute Eco-
nomical Funeral Home, Oklaho-
ma City.

Zachary Peter Stamile passed 
away Aug. 9, 2022. He was born 
March 8, 1983 at Tulsa, Okla., to 
Peter and Rosa Stamile. He was 
the oldest of four children. He 
attended college at Northeastern 
State University and graduated 
from the University of Oklahoma 
College of Medicine. He completed 
his emergency medicine residen-
cy at Orlando Health, Orlando, 
Fla., and then moved to Flagstaff, 
Ariz., to work at multiple hospi-
tals on the reservations. 

He is survived by his wife, Jen-
nifer Stamile; mother and father, 
Rosa Stamile and Peter Stamile; 
sisters Tessa Stamile and Susan-
na Beam and brother-in-law Kyle 
Beam; and brother, Elliott Stamile 
and sister-in-law Amy Stamile.

A Celebration of Life was Friday, 
Aug. 19, 2022 in Flagstaff, Ariz., 
at Trinity Heights.

His family plans to allocate 
funds donated in his memory to 
a scholarship or mental health as-
sistance and suicide prevention.

Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: 
https://988lifeline.org

Dial ‘988’

Tribe’s Hofanti Chokma program 
offers great tools for child rearing

Creating environments in 
which children can thrive re-
quires understanding what im-
pacts children as they grow and 
adding tools to help foster posi-
tive relationships.

The Chickasaw Nation’s Ho-
fanti Chokma “to grow well” 
workshops are a great resource. 
The workshops provide skills for 
parents and caregivers. Online 
classes offer evidence-based tools 
to help children learn, grow and 
manage their behaviors, and suc-
ceed in the future.

Hofanti Chokma offers two dif-
ferent classes – PAX Tools work-
shops and NEAR (neurobiology, 
epigenetics, ACEs and resilience) 
Science - Beyond ACEs (adverse 
childhood experiences) training. 

PAX Tools workshops teach 
strategies to help children and 
teens build self-regulation and 
promote healthy relationships. 

The NEAR Science – Beyond 
ACEs workshop explores how life 
experiences influence health as 
we grow, and how to build resil-
ience. The training shows meth-
ods to help reverse adversity and 
decrease the chances of future 
discomfort.

The Hofanti Chokma program 
offers both online workshops 
at no cost on various dates. For 
more information about upcom-
ing classes or to enroll, go to 
Chickasaw.net/GrowWell or email 
HofantiChokma@Chickasaw.net. 

https://988lifeline.org/
mailto:HofantiChokma@Chickasaw.net
https://chickasaw.net/growwell
https://chickasawnationhealth.net/
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Coloring Sheet

summersummer
househouse

corn cribcorn crib

winterwinter
househouse

traditionaltraditional
councilcouncil
househouse

All structures: kullihoma tribal reserveAll structures: kullihoma tribal reserve

http://getfreshcooking.com/

