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Founder, execs of drug company guilty 
in conspiracy that fed opioid crisis

FILE PHOTO: John Kapoor (R), the billionaire founder of Insys Therapeutics 
Inc., leaves the federal courthouse during the trial accusing Insys executives 
of a wide-ranging scheme to bribe doctors to prescribe an addictive opioid 
medication, in Boston, Massachusetts, U.S. on March 13, 2019. 

By Nate Raymond

BOSTON - The founder of In-
sys Therapeutics Inc became the 
highest-ranking pharmaceutical 
executive to be convicted in a 
case tied to the U.S. opioid cri-
sis, when he and four colleagues 
were found guilty of participat-
ing in a scheme to bribe doc-
tors to prescribe an addictive 
painkiller.

A federal jury in Boston found 
John Kapoor, the drugmaker’s 
former chairman, and his co-
defendants guilty of racketeer-
ing conspiracy for engaging in a 
scheme that also misled insurers 
into paying for the drug.

Kapoor’s 2017 arrest came 
on the same day U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump declared 
the epidemic that has caused 
tens of thousands of overdose 
deaths annually a public health 
emergency.

Kapoor, 76, was found guilty 
of running a wide-ranging 
scheme to bribe doctors nation-

wide by retaining them to act as 
speakers at sham events at res-
taurants ostensibly meant to edu-
cate clinicians about its fentanyl 
spray, Subsys.

Prosecutors said Kapoor also 
directed eff orts to defraud insur-
ers who were reluctant to pay 
for Subsys. His co-defendants 
were former Insys executives 
and managers Michael Gurry, 
Richard Simon, Sunrise Lee and 
Joseph Rowan.

They face up to 20 years in 
prison. They denied wrong-
doing, and defense lawyers 
signaled plans to appeal.

“Dr. Kapoor is disappointed 
in the verdict, as are we,” Beth 
Wilkinson, Kapoor’s lead attor-
ney, said in a statement. “Four 
weeks of jury deliberations con-
fi rm that this was far from an 
open-and-shut case.”

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration approved Subsys 
in 2012 only for use in treating 
severe cancer pain. Yet prosecu-
tors claimed doctors who took 

bribes often prescribed Subsys 
to patients without cancer, help-
ing boost sales for Chandler, 
Arizona-based Insys.

Fentanyl is an especially po-
tent opioid, 100 times stronger 

than morphine.
Kapoor’s lawyers acknowl-

edged Insys paid doctors but 
contended he believed they were 
being legally paid to discuss 
Subsys’ benefi ts.
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Dorothy Brown
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dorothy Brown’s former top aide Beena Patel convicted of perjury
CHICAGO (AP) - A former 

worker in the Cook County Cir-
cuit Court clerk’s offi  ce has been 
convicted for lying under oath 
about an alleged bribes-for-jobs 
scheme in the offi  ce. 

Beena Patel, a former associate 
clerk, was found guilty last Friday 
by a federal jury on three counts 
of perjury. 

Prosecutors alleged Patel lied 
when she told a grand jury inves-
tigating Clerk Dorothy Brown’s 
offi  ce that she had never sold 
tickets to Brown’s fundraisers. No 
charges have been fi led against 
Brown. The 57-year-old Patel 
also said she didn’t know whether 
a colleague targeted in the in-
vestigation had spoken to law 
enforcement. 

Patel, who at one point super-

vised more than 500 workers, 
organized employee fundraisers 
for Brown in the form of birthday 
bashes, racetrack events and din-
ner socials, collecting $50 from 
attendees at the door and giving it 
all to the clerk’s campaign fund.

She kept tabs on those who had 
donated to Brown and recom-
mended who got promoted. And 

Patel also knew about what pros-
ecutors described as a “mic-drop 
moment” in the investigation - 
that in 2014 a friend seeking em-
ployment in the clerk’s offi  ce had 
given Brown $15,000 in cash at 
a Loop restaurant before he was 
hired.

But when it came time for Pa-
tel to testify about it all before a 
sworn grand jury testimony in 
2015 and 2016, she chose to lie to 
protect her boss, prosecutors say. 

In her closing argument, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Heather McS-
hain said Patel’s lies were a delib-
erate attempt to obstruct the grand 
jury inquiry and protect her boss. 

McShain noted that in her sec-
ond grand jury appearance in 
2016, Patel realized she’d been 
caught in a lie and tried to correct 

it after speaking with her attorney.
Patel said in her corrected state-

ment that Brown had indeed tak-
en $15,000 in cash from a man at 
a meeting at a Corner Bakery near 
the Daley Center, but that money 
was ostensibly a business loan. 
The man, Sivasubramani Raja-
ram, was hired by Brown a short 
time later.

Patel potentially faces up to 
fi ve years in prison on each count. 
U.S. District Judge Sara Ellis set 
sentencing for Nov. 19.

Her attorney, Walter Jones Jr., 
said he planned to appeal the 
jury’s decision.

The verdict marked the second 
conviction of a clerk’s offi  ce em-
ployee stemming from the long-
running probe, both on perjury 
charges.

Forthcoming film 
De De Pyaar De
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By Alasdair Pal
and Shri Navaratnam

KALMUNAI - The father and 
two brothers of the suspected 
mastermind of Sri Lanka’s Eas-
ter Sunday bombings were killed 
when security forces stormed 
their safe house on the east 
coast two days ago, police and a  
relative said on Sunday.

Zainee Hashim, Rilwan 
Hashim and their father Mo-
hamed Hashim, who appear in a 
video circulating on social media 
calling for all-out war against 
non-believers, were among at 
least 15 killed in a fierce gun 

battle with the military on the 
east coast on Friday.

Kamal Jayanathdhi, the officer 
in charge at Kalmunai police sta-
tion on the east coast, confirmed 
the three men had died along 
with a child that appears in the 
video, and that the undated clip 
in which they discuss martyr-
dom, had been shot in the same 
house where the gun battle took 
place.

Two people who were inside 
the house, a woman and a seven-
year-old girl believed to be rela-
tives of the men, survived, he 
said, while a woman was killed 
in crossfire on a nearby street.

Niyaz Sharif, the brother-in-
law of Zahran Hashim, the sus-
pected ringleader of the wave 
of Easter Sunday bombings that 
killed over 250 people in church-
es and hotels across the island 
nation, told Reuters the video 
showed Zahran’s two brothers 
and father.

Sri Lanka has been on high 
alert since the attacks on Easter 
Sunday, with nearly 10,000 sol-
diers deployed across the island 
to carry out searches and hunt 
down members of two local Is-
lamist groups believed to have 
carried out the attack.

Authorities have detained 
more than 100 people, including 
foreigners from Syria and Egypt 
since the April 21 bombings.

On Sunday police in the east-
ern town of Kattankudy raided 
a mosque founded by Zahran 
which doubled up as the head-
quarters of his group, the Nation-
al Thawheedh Jamaath (NTJ). 

HOLY WAR
In the video, Rilwan Hashim 

is seen calling for ‘jihad’ or holy 
war, while children cry in the 
background.

“We will destroy these non-
believers to protect this land and 
therefore we need to do jihad,” 

Rilwan says in the video, sitting 
beside his brother and father.

“We need to teach a proper 
lesson for these non-believers 
who have been destroying Mus-
lims.”

Rilwan, who has a damaged 
eye and badly disfigured hand 
in the video, had recently been 
injured while making a bomb, 
Jayanathdhi said.

On Sunday, when Reuters vis-
ited the house, police were sift-
ing through the wreckage, taking 
fingerprints and video footage.

Watermelon rinds and a box 
of dates were still on the kitch-
en counter, while four pairs of 
children’s flip-flops were by the 
front door.

But in the main room, where 
the three men filmed the video, 
a huge crater had punched a 
hole in the concrete floor, while 
bloodstains covered the wall. 

LOCAL VIGILANCE
Two men had moved into the 

three-room rented house in the 
Sainthamaruthu area of Kalmu-
nai, days before the Easter Sun-
day attacks, police and locals 
said. After more people arrived, 
locals grew suspicious, said Mo-
hammed Majid, the secretary of 
the Grand Masjid Sainthama-

ruthu, one of the town’s main 
mosques.

After evening prayers on Fri-
day, a group of men from the 
local Hijra Mosque came to the 
house to question the occupants.

When one man brandished an 
assault rifle, the men fled, alert-
ing police who arrived shortly 
afterwards. One man was killed 
after running into the street with 
a gun to confront police, while a 
series of explosions came from 
the house, eyewitnesses said. 

DANGER REMAINS
Authorities suspect there may 

be more suicide bombers on the 
loose. Defence authorities have 
so far focused their investiga-
tions on international links to 
two domestic groups they be-
lieve carried out the attacks, the 
National Thawheedh Jamaath 
and Jammiyathul Millathu Ibra-
him.

At a nearby house where po-
lice seized more explosives and 
a flag of the Islamic State on Fri-
day, locals said they feared more 
violence.

President Maithripala Sirisena 
warned it may be possible Is-
lamic State has launched a “new 
strategy” by targeting smaller 
countries, Sky News said.

Father, two brothers of suspected Sri Lanka bombings mastermind killed

FILE PHOTO: A police officer inspects the site of a gun battle between troops 
and suspected Islamist militants, on the east coast of Sri Lanka, in Kalmunai on 
April 28, 2019. 
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CAR ALARM SALE
* G I F T  C E R T I F I C AT E S  A V A I L A B L E *

STOPS THIEVES...REDUCE YOUR AUTO INSURANCE...BUY A WIRELESS CAR ALARM!

A REMOTE CAR STARTER AVAILABLE! STAY COOL OR WARM. ONLY $128.00 INSTALLED. SAVE $70.00

SAME DAY INSTALLATION! WHILE YOU WAIT!

 
INCLUDING INSTALLATION

1 Week Special Only
Save $80.00

ALL STAR ITEMS INCLUDED

$88.88

LIFETIME WARRANTY ON 
PARTS & LABOR*

VALET SWITCH BYPASS*

ALARM STATUS INDICATOR*

EMERGENCY PANIC BUTTON*

LONG RANGE REMOTE 
TRANSMITTER*

L.E.D. FLASHING LIGHT*

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

ANTI-SCAN DETERRENT*

CODE LEARNING*

SIX TONE SIREN*

ALL DOORS ARMED*

MULTI TONE SIREN*

HOOD-TRUNK*

AUTO RE-ARM*

Flashing Lights  -  Starter Disabler (Cut-Off)  -  Remote Power Trunk  -  Remote Start  -  Glass Protection - Shock Sensors 
Two Button Remote Wireless  -  Remote Power Door Locks  -  Pocket Pager System  -  Shaker

MOBILE AUDIO ALARM INC.
4101 N. MILWAUKEE AVE. CHICAGO, IL

773-777-0033
One blOck nOrth Of cicerO Ave. On MilwAukee

JVC CD PLAYER
AM & FM STEREO

                                                       Hi Power 200 Watts
    8 Times Over Sampling
    Bass-Treble Controls

  CAR CONVENIENCE CENTER

   Open or Lock Your
   Doors By Remote
      

7”
In 

Dash 
  7” In Dash
  Built-In DVD Player 
  CD-MP3 Player

9” Roof Mount Color
Monitor w/Built-In DVD
  9” Roof Mount
  TFT LCD
  Color Monitor
  Built-In DVD
     Player
  CD-MP3 Player
  FM Modulator

   Built-in 2.5” TFT monitor
   AM-FM Tuner
   DVD-CD-MP3-MP4
   High Power 80x4 CH

$138
  

$198         
     

$238         
     

Aftermarket or Factory Radio

$98.88
installation included

$98 FREE INSTALLATION

INTEGRATION 
for your iPod, iPhone, 

MP3 Players

  AM-FM Radio
  Motorized Screen
  High Power

   Open The Trunk 
   By Remote

$88.88
save $70

STAY SAFE & SECURE
WITH DOME LIGHT

SUPERVISION

ADD TO ANY ALARM
Start Your Car By Remote $128

REMOTE START

Available for Stick or Automatic
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Four members of Sikh family are found shot to death 
inside their Ohio home as police rule out murder-suicide

 

 

CINCINNATI, OH - Police in a subur-

ban community in Ohio are trying to deter-
mine who killed four members of a well-
respected Sikh family, including three 
women and a man, who were found fatally 
shot in the head in their home.

West Chester Township police said 
on Monday they were interviewing  
witnesses and following up on leads. 

A man identified as the husband of one 
of the female victims called 911 before 
10pm on Sunday, saying he arrived home 
to find his wife, both parents and sisters 
bleeding on the floor at the apartment com-
plex Lakefront at West Chester on Wyn-
dtree Drive.

All four were dead. Police said there 
were multiple gunshots fired and that it 
did not appear to be a murder-suicide. 

Local Sikh leader Jasminder Singh on 
Monday identified the deceased to Cin-
cinnati Enquirer as family patriarch Haki-
kat Singh Panag, 59, his wife, Paramjit 
Kaur, 62, their grown daughter, Shalinder 
Kaur, 39, and his sister-in-law, Amarjit 
Kaur, 58.

All four worshiped weekly at the Guru 
Nank Society of Great Cincinnati.

The person who reported the shootings 
was Panag’s son-in-law. The couple’s 
three children were not home when the 
four family members were slaughtered.

Singh, who is president of the executive 
committee of the Sikh place of worship, 
known as a gurdwara, told Cincinnati En-
quirer that he last spoke to Panag on Sun-
day morning as the two drank tea together 

at the temple.
Singh recalled that Panag told him he 

did not have to work weekends anymore 
and ‘seemed happy.’

Another member of the Sikh commu-
nity, Satinder Bharaj, told the paper Pan-
ag had moved to West Chester form New 
Jersey. He described the patriarch as very 
friendly and his family as ordinary and 
middle-class.

During his press conference Monday, 
Chief Herzog said the shooting appeared 
‘isolated’ and he doesn’t believe there’s 
any danger to the community. so far, no 
person of interest has been identified.

He said the family member who report-
ed the shooting was interviewed by detec-
tives but was not taken into custody. 

On the 911 call, the man sounds dis-
traught as he screams, ‘help, please help. 
They are bleeding.’

The caller tells the dispatcher that he 
returned home to find his wife and other 
family members on the floor, bleeding 
from wounds to the head. 

Herzog said the apartment was filled 
with smoke from food that was left cook-
ing on the stove, suggesting that the fam-
ily were killed while preparing a meal.  

For two days, divers searched a pond 
located behind the victims’ apartment 
complex for evidence. Fox 19 Now 
reported that on Tuesday, a gun was  
recovered from the water. 

Autopsies were scheduled to be per-
formed on Monday to determine the 
causes and manners of the victims’ deaths. 

Gov’t drops case against Naperville programmer
CHICAGO - Last year, during a crack-

down on spoofing - a form of high-speed 
computer trading fraud - federal prosecu-
tors charged a Naperville software devel-
oper with creating a program that helped a 
rogue trader net millions in illegal gains.

Last Tuesday, after his recent trial ended 
in a hung jury, all charges were dismissed 
against Jitesh Thakkar.

“We are grateful that the government has 
finally recognized that Jitesh Thakkar is in-
nocent,” defense attorney Renato Mariotti 
said last Tuesday.

Thakkar, 42, of Naperville, was charged 
last year with conspiracy and aiding 
and abetting the notorious British “flash 

crash” trader Navinder Sarao in a multi-
year scheme. Sarao made $40 million over 
six years trading E-Mini S&P 500 futures 
through the CME before pleading guilty 
in 2017 to federal charges of spoofing and 

wire fraud, according to court documents.
Spoofing floods the market with bogus 

large orders to temporarily trigger price 
swings. The spoof orders are canceled be-
fore they are filled, with the trader placing a 
real order on the opposite side of the market 
at a better price.

In 2011, Thakkar’s small Chicago-based 
consulting firm, Edge Financial Technolo-
gies, developed a customized program that 
enabled Sarao to more successfully spoof 
the markets. Thakkar’s firm designed and 
refined a “back-of-the-book” function 
that all but guaranteed the spoof orders 
would never be filled, according to court  
documents.

Jitesh Thakkar

Morningstar, Inc. seeks Senior Software 
Engineer in Chicago, IL to design & develop. 
highly scalable Java-based APIs using REST 

principles & build scalable data-sourcing 
applications using Java, Spring & Apache Kafka. 
BS deg. in Comp. Sci./rltd eld & 5 yrs software 

dev. exp. req'd (or instead, MS deg. in Comp. 
Sci/rltd eld & 2 yrs software dev. exp.). Add'l 

specic skills req'd (see website).

Submit resume via employ website; 

   ref. job ID REQ-011972.  

Indian extradited to U.S. for role in India-
based call center scam targeting U.S. victims
WASHINGTON, DC - An Indian nation-

al has been extradited to the United States 
from Singapore to face charges related to 
his role as an operator of a call center net-
work that targeted U.S victims. The mas-
sive India-based telephone impersonation 
fraud and money laundering conspiracy 
defrauded thousands of U.S. residents out 
of hundreds of millions of dollars.

Hitesh Madhubhai Patel, 42, of Ahmed-
abad, India, arrived in the United States and 
is scheduled to be arraigned before a U.S. 
magistrate judge in federal court in Hous-
ton, Texas. The indictment, which was un-
sealed in October 2016, charged Patel and 
60 other individuals and entities with gen-

eral conspiracy, wire fraud conspiracy and 
money laundering conspiracy. 

“Hitesh Patel operated a call center that 
allegedly preyed upon vulnerable U.S. citi-
zens as part of a massive fraud scheme,” 
said Assistant Attorney General Bencz-
kowski. “This extradition once again dem-
onstrates the Department’s unwavering 
commitment to disrupt and dismantle the 
India-based call center scam industry and 
to work with our foreign partners to hold 
accountable those who perpetrate schemes 
that defraud our citizens. I especially would 
like to thank our Singaporean colleagues 
for their excellent cooperation with this  
extradition.”

The police taking a stock of situation at the  
incident site.
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CROWN POINT, IN - The son 
of a Munster physician missing 
for eight years has pleaded not 
guilty to murdering her.

Paul Monet Fontaine, 46, ap-
peared last Friday morning in 
Lake Criminal Court for an initial 
hearing on the murder charge for 
which police arrested him earlier 
in Las Vegas.

He is accused of killing his 
mother, Dr. Promila Mehta-Paul, 
in 2011 following disagreements 
between the two while they were 
living together in her Munster 
home. 

A Lake Criminal Court magis-
trate entered a not guilty plea on 

Fontaine’s behalf last Friday and 
appointed a Lake County public 
defender to represent him at tax-
payers’ expense.

The Lake County prosecutor’s 
offi  ce charged Fontaine earlier 
this year, but didn’t make its case 
public until last Thursday follow-
ing his arrest and extradition to 
Indiana.

Police still have not found the 
body of the 70-year-old ophthal-
mologist.

Fontaine, who has felony and 
misdemeanor convictions for drug 
and alcohol violations and a his-
tory of violence connected to his 
abuse of prescription medicine, 

Son accused of murdering missing physician pleads not guilty
cocaine and excessive drinking, 
has been the focus of a Munster 
police and FBI investigation into 
her disappearance, authorities 
said.

Fontaine has been uncoop-
erative and lied to police and his 
mother’s friends and co-work-
ers shortly she went missing, 
according to court records.

Authorities didn’t have enough 
evidence to fi le charges until 
recently.

The FBI received new informa-
tion in October from one of Fon-
taine’s former girlfriends, who 
said she saw him try to strangle his 
mother in an assault four months 

before her disappearance.
The girlfriend alleges that in 

November 2010 Fontaine became 
agitated after a party in Crown 
Point and began strangling the 
girlfriend. She fought him off  
and reluctantly went home with 
him because she didn’t have any 
transportation.

The girlfriend said Fontaine 
again became so enraged he 
kicked a glass table in his house 
hard enough to break his knee. 
She fl ed the house, but returned 
minutes later when she heard his 
mother screaming.

She said she found Fontaine 
strangling his mother on a stair-
case in their house and pulled 
him off  of his mother. She said 
his mother asked her not to call 
police and help take Fontaine to a 
hospital.

The girlfriend said Mehta-Paul 
later said that one time her son 
strangled her until she was uncon-
scious and she awoke to fi nd him 
“shoving pills down her throat.”

Authorities allege on the night 
of her disappearance, two wit-
nesses saw Mehta-Paul in medical 
distress when she stumbled into 
a party across the street from her 
home wearing only underwear and 
vomiting.

Fontaine told a witness his 

Owner of IT company sentenced to
15 months in prison for visa and tax fraud

NEWARK, NJ - An owner 
of two information technology 
companies was sentenced to 15 
months in prison for his role in 
using phony documents to fraud-
ulently obtain H1-B visas for for-
eign workers and submitting false 
tax returns, U.S. Attorney Craig 
Carpenito announced.

Sowrabh Sharma, 34, of New 
York, New York, previously 
pleaded guilty before U.S. Dis-

trict Judge Kevin McNulty in 
Newark federal court to a super-
seding information charging him 
with conspiracy to commit visa 
fraud and with subscribing to 
false tax returns. Judge McNulty 
imposed the sentence in Newark 
federal court.

SCM Data Inc. and MMC 
Systems Inc. off ered consul-
tants to clients in need of IT 
support. Both companies re-

Paul Monet Fontaine

mother apparently tried to com-
mit suicide after the death of an-
other family member. However, 
Fontaine later told authorities, 
while under interrogation, that his 
mother wasn’t suicidal.

A witness said Mehta-Paul was 
speaking in a foreign language he 
didn’t understand and Fontaine 
refused to call 911 for assistance, 
claiming any police investigation 
would threaten his mother’s medi-
cal license. They put her into a 
cold shower to revive her.

A second witness at the same 
party saw Mehta-Paul passed out 
in the shower and said she never 
regained consciousness when he 
left the party later, according to 
records.

cruited foreign nationals with 
purported IT expertise, often 
student visa holders or recent 
college graduates, and sponsored 
them for H-1B visas with the 
stated purpose of working for 
SMC Data and MMC Systems’ 
clients throughout the United 
States.

Sharma made payment of the 
$1.1 million tax loss and penal-
ties to the IRS prior to sentencing.
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HELP WANTED - MEDEFIL, INC.
Well-established and fast-growing pharmaceutical manufacturing facility 

has various positions available:

•	 Manufacturing	Techs	
•	 Laboratory	(Chemistry	and	Microbiology)	Techs

•	 Material	Handlers	
•	 Shipping	and	Receiving

Company offers competitive wages, benefits, and advancement opportunities. 
Willingness to work overtime and Saturdays as needed. Must be able to speak and write in English.

Apply	in	person:	250	Windy	Point	Drive	•	Glendale	Heights,	IL	60139	•	630-682-4600

Or	email:	hr@medefilinc.com
www.medefilinc.com

http:// www.medefilinc.com
mailto:hr@medefilinc.com


HYDERABAD - The world’s 
favourite jeweller, Joyalukkas, 
with further expansion in India 
inaugurated their brand-new 
showroom in A.S. Rao Nagar, 
Hyderabad.  The showroom was 
inaugurated on 17th April 2019 
and Joyalukkas Brand Ambassa-
dor, iconic Bollywood star, Ka-
jolDevgan inaugurated the show-
room. Kajol also unveiled the 
much awaited Akshaya Tritiya 
Collections during her visit.

“Hyderabad is special for us.  
Our customers’ support and pa-
tronage has encouraged us to 
expand our presence here” said 
Joy Alukkas, Chairman & MD, 
Joyalukkas Group.

Kajol Devgan the Joyaluk-
kas Brand Ambassador said, “I 

Joyalukkas A.S. Rao Nagar, Hyderabad 
inaugurated by Bollywood star Kajol Devgan

ADVERTORIAL

am extremely excited to be a 
part Joyalukkas. I am not only 
honored to inaugurate the new 
showroom but also unveiled the 
auspicious Akshaya Tritiya col-
lections. Other than this, I had the 
pleasure of meeting thousands of 
jewellery lovers who come for 
the grand opening.”

The new showroom offer its 
customers the same world-class 
shopping jewellery experience 
expected from brand Joyaluk-
kas.  For diamond lovers, the 
new showroom has a dedicated 
floor for diamond jewellery, cov-
ering the latest in trend, style 
and design. To celebrate the 
opening, Joyalukkas has a ‘Free 
Sure Gifts’ offer to reward every 
customer for their purchase.

Mr. Joy Alukkas, Chairman 
& MD, Joyalukkas Group said 
“The brand-new showroom in 
A.S. Rao Nagar, Hyderabad is a 
step further to our vision 2020 
of having 200 showrooms across 
the world. Our vision is to orna-
ment the world and hence we 
are spreading our presence to 
make Joyalukkas accessible to 
every jewellery lover around 
the world. I cordially invite all 
the residents in and around A.S. 
Rao Nagar to visit our new show-
room, explore our exclusive tra-
ditional Hyderabadi jewellery 
collection and take advantage 
of our best in products, ser-
vices and our ‘Free Sure Gifts’  
offer.”

During the inaugural ‘Free 
Sure Gifts’ offer period, custom-
ers will also be presented with 
free home appliances on every 
purchase.  Customers can avail 
the exclusive celebratory offer 
across all showrooms in Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh.  Apart 
from the above offer, patrons 
can also enjoy free maintenance 
and a one-year free insurance 
on all jewellery purchased at  
Joyalukkas.

WASHINGTON, DC - In re-
cent years, instances of “fake” 
universities set up by the U.S. 
law enforcement agencies have 
come to light. According to U.S. 
law enforcement, these universi-
ties are run by undercover law 
enforcement agents of the U.S., 
who pose as owners and em-
ployees of the university. The 

sole objective of such operations 
is to identify recruiters and en-
tities engaged in immigration 
fraud in the U.S.

The most recent examples of 
such universities are the Univer-
sity of Northern New Jersey set 
up in 2013 and of Farmington 
University established in 2015 
by the Homeland Security In-

vestigations (HSI) in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security of 
the United States. In both cases, 
a number of Indian students en-
rolled into these universities, 
paid the requisite tuition fee and 
were granted F1 visa as well as 
Curricular Practical Training 
(CPT) permission.

These Indian students, many 

of whom claimed later that they 
were caught unaware, were 
subsequently detained by U.S. 
law enforcement agencies and 
subjected to deportation pro-
ceedings. They were accused of 
having violated the U.S. immi-
gration laws and of knowingly 
remaining enrolled in a “fake” 
university for the sole purpose 
of continuing their stay in the 
United States without the inten-
tion of pursuing any academic 
activity.

In order to ensure that Indian 
students do not fall into such 
“traps”, it is advised that due dil-
igence be exercised while seek-
ing admission in U.S. universi-
ties. The fact that a university is 
duly accredited by relevant U.S. 
authorities such as its inclusion 
in the Student and Exchange 
Visitor Programme (SEVIS), is 
not an assurance in itself about 
the bonafides of a university, the 
advisory said.

Before seeking admission in a 
university, the advisory recom-
mends students to take into ac-
count several other factors, some 
of which are outlined below:

i. Does the university function 
from a campus or merely main-
tains a website and has admin-
istrative premises only? If not, 
such universities are not to be 
regarded as a bonafide educa-
tional institution and admission 
into such universities should be 
avoided.

ii. Does the university have 
a faculty and regular instruc-
tors/educators? If not, admis-
sions to such universities should 
be avoided. It may be noted 
that such universities typically 
employ only administrative 
staff and their websites have 
no information in respect of  
faculty.

iii. Does the university have a 
proper curriculum, hold regular 
classes and actively implement 
academic or educational activ-
ity? If not, admissions to such 
universities may be avoided. 
Students admitted to such uni-
versities, even if in possession 
of regular student visa may be 
tried for violation of visa norms 
and subjected to detention and 
subsequent deportation from the 
U.S.

Studying in U.S.? Indian Embassy asks students to be wary of fake universities

8-year-old boy who escaped stolen car 
with sister hailed as a hero

MIDDLETOWN, OH - Police 
in Ohio are extolling the actions 
of an 8-year-old boy, who saved 
his 10-year-old sister from an al-
leged kidnapping attempt by es-
caping from a moving car with 
her.

“This little guy is a hero. No 
question,” Middletown Division 
of Police Chief Rodney Muter-
spaw said in news release on the 
department’s Facebook page. 
“He pulled his sister out of the 
car with no concern for his own 
safety. That is incredible at his 
age.”

The incident occurred last 
Thursday while the children’s 
grandmother, Nita Coburn, 69, 
was helping another woman into 
the emergency room after driv-
ing her to the hospital. The chil-
dren were left in the back seat for 

about 10 seconds when a man al-
legedly jumped into the driver’s 
seat and began to drive off.

As the car left the hospital, the 
8-year-old boy opened the rear 
door to escape. When his sister 
tried to jump out, the man, Dalvir 
Singh, 24, allegedly grabbed her 
hoodie to try and keep her from 
escaping. But the boy was deter-

mined to save her.
“As she tried to get away her 

little brother grabbed hold of her 
and pulled her away from the kid-
napper and they both tumbled out 
of the vehicle as it was moving,” 
the news release states.. 

While the children escaped, 
Coburn was chasing after the ve-
hicle on foot on the driver’s side. 
She was unable to see that her 
grandchildren had gotten away 
because they fell out off the pas-
senger’s side.

Coburn hung onto the vehicle, 
which dragged her until Singh 
accelerated, forcing the woman 
to let go.

Singh was taken into custody 
and charged with two counts of 
kidnapping, felonious assault and 
grand theft. He is being held on 
$200,000 bond in the city jail. 

Dalvir Singh

Georgia doctor gets prison for 
illegal opioid prescriptions

VALDOSTA, CA - The final 
defendant involved in a multi-
city pill mill conspiracy was 
sentenced to 6 years in prison 
last month, said U.S. Attorney 
Charles “Charlie” Peeler. Dr. 
Vinod Shah, 69, of Salisbury, 
NC previously pleaded guilty 
to conspiracy to dispense con-
trolled substances outside the 
usual course of medical practice 
and a legitimate medical purpose 
and was sentenced to prison on 
April 3, 2019 by the Honorable 
Hugh Lawson.

Dr. Shah joins seven other co-
defendants who have been sen-
tenced for their roles in operating 
pill mills at The Wellness Center 
of Valdosta and The Relief In-
stitute of Columbus, where tens 
of thousands of prescriptions for 
highly addictive opioids were 
dispensed to people and more 
than $2 million dollars in cash 
was paid out by patients seeking 
prescriptions.

Dr. Shah was recruited after a 
long career in medicine and was 
employed from 2012-2013, first 
training in Valdosta under co-de-
fendant Dr. William Bacon, 83, 
of St. Johns, FL. There, he was 
taught to prescribe “cocktails” 
of Oxycodone and Alprazolam 
(commonly known as Xanax). 
In Columbus, Dr. Shah saw, at 
most, 45 patients a day, and the 
clinic stayed open late into the 
evening to see patients coming 

in from out of state. The clin-
ics operated on a “cash only” 
basis. Patients paid $325 in 
cash for the first visit, $250 for 
subsequent visits. Almost every 
patient seen by Dr. Shah had a 
diagnosis of low back pain and 
was prescribed large quantities 
of two different dosages of Oxy-
codone and Alprazolam.

Dr. Shah admitted in his plea 
agreement that many of the 
patients he saw were seeking 
drugs and many had no legiti-
mate need for the prescriptions 
that were written. Dr. Shah also 
admitted that he did not ad-
equately examine the patients 
and deliberately ignored obvi-
ous signs that the clinics were 
operating outside the legitimate 
practice of medicine.  Dr. Shah 
was paid $1200 a day during his  
employment.

“There is no excuse for doc-
tors and health care profession-
als who turn away from their 
oath to ethically care for sick 
people and instead prescribe 
opioids to addicts in return for 
cash,” said Charles “Charlie” 
Peeler, the United States Attor-
ney for the Middle District. “The 
opioid epidemic is a scourge, 
and is creating serious harm in 
every pocket of our society. Law 
enforcement is working to root 
out those in the medical field 
illegally profiting from others’  
destruction.” 
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By Rachel Lermam 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - 
Google paid former search exec-
utive Amit Singhal $35 million 
in an exit package when he was 
reportedly forced to resign after 
a sexual assault investigation, 
according to court documents  
recently released.

Details of the exit package 
were revealed as part of a share-
holder lawsuit against the compa-
ny, one that followed a published 
report of payouts Google made 
to executives accused of sexual  
misconduct.

The lawsuit targets the board 
of Google parent Alphabet, 
charging that its members had 
a duty to protect the company 
and its shareholders from risk 
and reputation damage. Instead, 
it says, the board agreed to pay 
off and otherwise support male 
executives facing misconduct 
charges - opening the company 
to reputational and financial 
damage by doing so.

Previously redacted por-
tions of the lawsuit were made 
available on Monday, includ-
ing quotes from Alphabet board 

committee meetings.
One portion of the minutes 

showed that Singhal, a senior 
vice president of search who left 
the company in 2016, received 
two $15 million payments and 
a payment of between $5 mil-
lion to $15 million as part of a 
separation agreement. The total 
payment could have been up to 
$45 million.

Singhal was one subject of a 
New York Times investigation 
last year that revealed Google 
paid Android creator Andy Ru-
bin $90 million in a severance 
package after the company found  
allegations of sexual assault 
against him were credible. Ru-
bin has denied the claims.

Singhal has also denied the 
claims against him, saying in a 
statement to the AP in 2017 that 
he had not been accused of ha-
rassment before and that he left 
Google on his own terms. Sing-
hal did not immediately return a   
request for comment.

But the New York Times, citing 
three people briefed on the inci-
dent, reported that an employee 
claimed Singhal groped her at 
an off-campus event. A Google 

Google paid former exec accused of 
harassment $35 million in exit package

investigation found her claims  
credible, according to the Times.

Previously, the Times re-
ported Singhal was paid “mil-
lions” in an exit package. Sing-
hal later joined Uber, but left 
after just five weeks. News re-
ports at the time said he failed 
to tell Uber he left Google be-
cause of a sexual harassment  
allegation.

Google acknowledged the un-
redacted claims in the lawsuit on 
Monday and said in a statement 
that there are “serious conse-
quences for anyone who behaves  
inappropriately at Google.”

“In recent years, we’ve made 
many changes to our workplace 
and taken an increasingly hard 
line on inappropriate conduct by 
people in positions of authority,” 
the company said in an emailed 
statement.

The company was pressured 
to make changes by employee 
action last year. After news of 
Rubin’s massive payout, tens 
of thousands of Google workers 
around the world walked out of 
work in November to protest the 
company’s handling of sexual 
misconduct claims.

Google promised to be more 
forceful in handling such cases 
and ended mandatory arbitration 
in cases of sexual misconduct.

But the backlash has contin-
ued. Google Walkout organizers 
are still fighting the company on 

specific demands, and high-
profile engineers have quit the 
company.

Last month, Google ended 
mandatory arbitration for all 
employee complaints in re-

sponse to pressure from Walkout  
organizers.

The lawsuit, brought by 
shareholder James Martin, also 
references board minutes and 
emails that reportedly show Ru-
bin was awarded $150 million 
in equity compensation shortly 
before he left the company. 
The suit claims Alphabet CEO 
Larry Page awarded the grants, 
and only later received board 
approval.

Amit Singhal

India Bulletin
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 NEW DELHI - India’s #MeToo 
movement has reached the high-
est court in the land, in a case that 
is testing the legal system’s abil-
ity to effectively address sexual 
harassment allegations against 
men in the judiciary.

In April, a female former staffer 
accused Ranjan Gogoi, the chief 
justice of India’s Supreme Court, 
of making unwanted sexual ad-
vances. She claims that she was 
dismissed from her job on frivo-
lous grounds because she refused 
those advances.

Gogoi has rejected the ac-

cusations, calling them “unbe-
lievable” and part of a plot to  
discredit the judiciary.

The Washington Post and other 
news outlets are withholding the 
identity of the woman because In-
dian law mandates that victims of 
sexual assault and harassment not 
be named in the media.

India’s Supreme Court has been 
hailed for upholding progressive 
values in a largely conservative 
society, but Gogoi’s case has 
exposed its limitations when it 
comes to dealing with sensitive 
allegations against one of its own. 

Chief justice Ranjan Gogoi’s accuser quits sexual harassment inquiry
The allegations are also a test of 
India’s nascent #MeToo move-
ment and the country’s struggle 
to tackle issues such as workplace 
sexual harassment.

By rules of the court, the chief 
justice - in this case, Gogoi - is 
responsible for leading inqui-
ries into any allegations of mis-
conduct against judges. But le-
gal experts say the rules do not 
provide an alternate process if 
the top judge is the one facing  
accusations.

The accuser, who worked as 
a junior court assistant at Go-
goi’s office in his residence for 
three months, told her story in 
a notarized affidavit on April 19 
addressed to 22 sitting judges of 
the court requesting an inquiry by 
retired judges into her situation.

In her complaint, she accused 
the chief justice of touching her 
inappropriately in his home office 
in October.

“He hugged me around the 
waist, and touched me all over my 
body with his arms,” she wrote. 
“Since he did not stop forcibly 
hugging me, I was forced to push 
him away.”

In response, Gogoi chaired a 
hearing of the Supreme Court 
on April 20 in which he publicly 
rejected the accusations and al-

leged the woman had a criminal 
background. (The woman con-
tends that a minor dispute with a 
neighbor was settled via media-
tion and that another accusation 
of fraud was falsified.) Several 
lawyers condemned the hearing. 
One called it a “spectacle fit for a 
kangaroo court.”

Meanwhile, influential support-
ers stepped up to defend Gogoi. 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley - 
also a lawyer - wrote a blog de-
fending the chief justice , calling 
him “extremely well regarded.” 
The bar council also came out in 

his support, labeling the woman’s 
complaint “false and cooked up.”

Three days after the hearing, 
the court set up an in-house com-
mittee of three sitting judges, all 
of whom are junior to Gogoi, to 
conduct an inquiry into the alle-
gations. On April 30, after three 
appearances in front of the com-
mittee for which she said she was 
denied a lawyer, the woman de-
clined to participate further, say-
ing she was “not likely to get jus-
tice” under these “highly unequal 
circumstances.” Gogoi appeared 
before the panel on Wednesday.

FILE PHOTO: Ranjan Gogoi, a Supreme Court judge, gestures as he address-
es the media at a news conference in New Delhi, India on January 12, 2018.
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20 Indian students commit 
suicide after exam results

NEW DELHI - Twenty stu-
dents have committed suicide 
in India this past week after the 
Board of Intermediate Educa-
tion (BIE) announced their exam 
scores, which Khaleejtimes 
reported have been marked in 
controversy after there were  
discrepancies in the results.

Nearly 1 million students took 
the exams between February 
and March, and nearly 350,000 
failed, causing widespread 
protests from parents, student 
groups and political parties.

One student named Sirisha was 
failing biology and set herself on 
fire at her home in the Narayan-
pet district last Saturday after 
her parents went out to the fields,  
according to Khaleejtimes.

Last Thursday, Chief Min-
ister K. Chandrashekhar Rao 
ordered the recounting and re-
verification for all the students 
who failed their exams, while 
urging the students to not com-
mit suicide, adding that failing 
the tests didn’t mean the end of 
their lives.
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MUMBAI - Some of India’s 
richest families, Bollywood stars 
and others voted early on Mon-
day in Mumbai and elsewhere in 
the country as the fourth phase 
of a massive, staggered general 
election got underway.

More than 127 million people 
are eligible to vote in this round 
of the seven-phase election held 
across 71 seats in nine states. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
coalition won more than 75 per-
cent of the seats in the previous 
election in 2014.

Many of the constituencies 
are in Uttar Pradesh state in the 
north and western India’s Ma-
harashtra, where the fi nancial 

capital Mumbai is located. Ut-
tar Pradesh elects the most MPs, 
with Maharashtra next, and both 
states are ruled by Modi’s Hin-
du nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

However, political analysts 
say the BJP may struggle to re-
peat its strong showing this time 
due mainly to a jobs shortage 
and weak farm prices, issues 
upon which the main opposition 
Congress party has seized.

“Jobs should be the priority for 
the new government,” said Aad-
itya Nair, a hotel management 
student, as he stood in line out-
side a polling station in Mumbai.

India’s fi nancial markets 

were closed on Monday for the
election.

Mumbai, which has six seats, 
is India’s wealthiest city but ag-
ing and insuffi  cient infrastruc-
ture is a major concern. Six peo-
ple were killed last month when 
part of a pedestrian bridge col-
lapsed, bringing back memories 
of a 2017 rush-hour stampede 
that killed at least 22 people on a 
narrow pedestrian bridge.

Mumbai is home to the mas-
sive Hindi fi lm industry, as well 
as Asia’s richest man, Mukesh 
Ambani, and India’s richest 
banker, Uday Kotak.

Ambani, who heads Reli-
ance Industries, and Kotak, 

managing director of Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, created a stir 
this month by publicly endors-
ing a Congress candidate from 
their upscale South Mumbai
constituency.

The election, the world’s big-
gest democratic exercise with 
about 900 million voters, started 
on April 11 with Modi in the lead 
amid heightened tension with 
long-time enemy Pakistan.

The last phase of voting is on 
May 19, with results released 
four days later.

There are a total of 545 seats 
in parliament’s lower house.

Modi sent warplanes into Pak-
istan in late February in response 

to a suicide attack by an Islamist 
militant group based there that 
killed 40 Indian police in the
disputed Kashmir region.

Modi has sought votes on his 
tough response toward militancy 
and in recent days has evoked 
the deadly Easter Sunday 

bombings in nearby Sri Lanka.
Maidul Islam, a professor of 

political science at Kolkata’s 
Centre for Studies in Social Sci-
ences, said long queues outside 
polling stations would indicate 
whether Modi’s national security 
pitch was working.

“Whenever there is a BJP kind 
of a wave, you see a higher voter 
turnout,” he said.

Bollywood stars, rich Indians vote in fourth phase of giant election

Bollywood actor Deepika Padukone shows an ink mark on her 
fi nger after casting her vote at a polling station in Mumbai, India 
on April 29, 2019. 
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Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan, son Abhishek Bachchan, Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan show ink marks on their 
fi ngers after casting their votes at a polling station in Mumbai.
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Bollywood actor Hrithik Roshan and his mother Pinky Roshan 
leave after casting their votes at a polling station in Mumbai, 
India on April 29, 2019. 
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MUMBAI - Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is fl ush with 
cash in the current Indian general 
election, and is expected to easily 
outspend opposition parties, as he 
seeks a second term in offi  ce.

This year’s election is expected 
to cost almost $8.6 billion, ac-
cording to the Centre for Media 
Studies, as politicians splash out 
on everything from advertising 
to giant rallies, as well as gifts 
and transport across the nation of 
1.3 billion.

Here is an explanation of how 
Indian political parties get fi -
nancing and how they spend the 
money: 

FINANCING RULES
Individuals and corporations 

donate to Indian political parties, 
but lack of transparency makes it 
impossible to follow the money 
trail.

Traditionally, parties have re-
ceived funds in cash, cheques, 
and electoral trusts. Beginning 
in 2017, the BJP made several 
changes to election contribution 
rules.

A cap on corporate donations 
to political parties, which banned 
donations worth more than 7.5 
percent of average net profi t over 
three years, was removed. Com-
panies with partial foreign owner-
ship were allowed to donate. And 

India’s Elections: Rules on campaign financing and spending
fi rms were no longer obliged to 
disclose which parties they were 
fi nancially backing.

The most high-profi le change 
was the creation of ‘electoral 
bonds,’ which allow individuals 
or companies to deposit funds in 
a political party’s bank account at 
the State Bank of India.

Donors can purchase as many 
bonds as they please and their 
identity is not revealed. Political 
parties must declare the amount 
of money they have received 
through the bonds, but not the 
funders’ identity. 

SPENDING RULES
Political parties are free to 

spend at will while parliamen-
tary candidates are only allowed 
to spend up to 7 million rupees 
(about $100,000) in this election.

But lack of eff ective oversight 
by the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has allowed candi-
dates to fl out the limit without 
much fear of being caught, ac-
cording to politicians and election 
experts. The last time a candidate 
was disqualifi ed for breaking 
spending rules was in 2011.

Candidates from major nation-
al parties told Reuters that actual 
spending, that happens through 
‘unaccounted funds’, is as much 

as eight times the limit.
Hoards of cash, liquor and 

drugs - designed to garner support 
from voters - seized by the elec-
tion body during elections is one 
of the indicators of money spent. 
Authorities say they have seized 
goods and cash worth about $456 
million since March 26, more 
than twice the amount seized in 
the entire 2014 election. 

NUMBERS
In the 2004 general vote, In-

dia’s top six national parties of-
fi cially spent about 2.69 billion 

rupees, as per their declarations 
to the ECI. A decade later, in the 
2014 election that swept Modi to 
power, their declared spending 
had jumped nearly fi ve-fold to 
13.09 billion rupees.

The gulf between the BJP and 
Congress has also grown.

In the 2014 campaign, the BJP 
declared spending of 7.12 billion 
rupees, over 40 percent more than 
Congress. In the fi scal year end 
March 31, 2018, the BJP had an 
income of 10.2 billion rupees, 
fi ve times the level Congress 
declared.

FILE PHOTO: Wristbands, key chains and badges featuring India’s ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and masks of the party president Amit Shah 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi are on display inside a BJP offi  ce ahead 
of general election in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India on April 3, 2019. 
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Shiv Sena calls for ban on the veil
NEW DELHI - The Shiv Sena, 

a Hindu nationalist group allied 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, called on Wednesday for 
a ban on veils after Sri Lanka 
prohibited the garments worn by 
some Muslim women following 
militant bomb attacks there.

Sri Lanka imposed its ban on 
Monday to help security forces 
identify people under an emer-
gency law put in place after Eas-
ter Sunday suicide bomb attacks 
in churches and hotels killed 

more than 250 people.
“We welcome this decision and 

demand Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi follows in Sri Lanka’s 
footsteps and bans the burqa and 
niqab in India,” the Mumbai-
based Shiv Sena party wrote 
in an editorial in the Saamana 
newspaper.

A burqa is a loose all-envelop-
ing garment worn by some Mus-
lim women when they go outside. 
A niqab is a veil that covers the 
face, apart from the eyes.
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By Alexandra Ulmer
and Aftab Ahmed

MUMBAI - Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is flush with 
cash, giving his Hindu nation-
alist bloc a massive advantage 
over the main opposition Con-
gress party as he seeks to win a 
second term in India’s general 
election.

Opaque campaign financing 
in the world’s largest democracy 
makes it tricky to get a full pic-
ture of money in politics here. 
But current and former BJP  

supporters, opposition politi-
cians, businessmen and activ-
ists interviewed by Reuters say 
Modi has an unprecedented ad-
vantage, thanks to support from 
businesses and expectations he 
will be the winner.

Staggered voting in the gen-
eral election is currently in prog-
ress across India, with results to 
be declared on May 23.

The BJP war chest has allowed 
it to unleash a massive amount of 
advertising on social media and 
send Modi and party officials 
crisscrossing India to campaign.

The ruling party has showered 

money on Facebook and Google 
advertisements, spending six 
times more than Congress since 
February, according to data from 
the two firms. Modi merchandise 
abounds, as do Modi marketing 
sites.

The money puts the BJP in an 
extraordinarily powerful posi-
tion, even over logistical issues 
like how to get its leaders to 
election rallies.

A Congress official said the 
BJP had the funds to reserve 
most of India’s fleet of helicop-
ters for hire for 90 days, making 
it difficult for opponents to get 
hold of them.

“We have never ever seen an 
election with such disparity. Fi-
nancially, we cannot compete 
with them,” said another veteran 
Congress politician, who asked 
to remain anonymous.

He and another high-ranking 
Congress official said they ex-
pected the BJP to outspend 
them by a factor of ten. A third 
Congress source estimated the  
disparity at twice that.

Two BJP officials declined to 
provide an estimate of spending, 
but one said the “BJP definitely 
has a big war chest and has more 
funds at its disposal than the 
Congress.”

Congress has received far 
fewer funds because of a per-
ception it is unlikely to win the 
election, political strategists 
said. The opposition party has 
been hampered by its inability to 
forge a national alliance to take 
on Modi and has struggled to 
capitalise on discontent against 
the BJP over a lack of jobs and 
distressed farm incomes.

Modi has been topping polls 
as India’s most popular politi-
cian, well ahead of Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi. 

LONG ELECTION
Money has become critical 

in elections given the country’s 
1.3 billion population, its voting 
over 39 days and the sheer com-
plexity of the electorate, in terms 
of region, religion, language, 
and caste.

A tradition of doling out free-
bies to sway voters only adds 
to costs. Authorities say they 
have seized goods and cash 
worth about $456 million since 
March 26.

“This war chest gives the BJP 
significant advantages,” said 
Milan Vaishnav, director of the 
Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace’s South Asia pro-
gramme. “Money is useful for 

wooing voters but also for keep-
ing networks of party workers 
and influencers well lubricated.”

Parliamentary candidates’ 
expenditure is capped at up to 
7 million Indian rupees (about 
$100,000), but the limit is wide-
ly flouted, and political parties 
are allowed to spend freely.

The New Delhi-based Centre 
for Media Studies (CMS) esti-
mates almost $8.6 billion will 
be spent on this year’s vote,  
roughly twice the 2014 election.

The figure would surpass 
OpenSecrets.org’s estimate 
that $6.5 billion was spent in 
the 2016 U.S. presidential and  
congressional elections.

Recent reforms under Modi 
may have fueled the spend-
ing spree: Companies can fund 
parties anonymously through 
new ‘electoral bonds’ and they 
no longer face a donations cap. 
Activists say that gives corpo-
rations too much sway and ob-
scures ties between politicians 
and businessmen.

About 95 percent of elector-
al bonds snapped up in a first 
tranche offering last year went 
to the BJP, according to data 
reviewed by Reuters through a 
Right To Information request 
and BJP filings.

Modi’s war chest leaves India election rivals in the dust

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi leaves after filing his nomination papers 
for the general elections in Varanasi, India on April 26, 2019. 
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By Rajendra Jadhav and
Subrata Nag Choudhury

MUMBAI - West Bengal state, 
crucial for Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s hopes of retaining 
power, took centre stage in In-
dia’s staggered general election 
on Monday after clashes broke 
out between supporters of his 
party and a regional bloc. 

Security forces chased away 
people wielding sticks after 
workers from Modi’s Hindu na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) took on those from re-
gional Trinamool Congress in 
Asansol, police said.

Modi is hoping to gain seats 
in West Bengal to offset likely 
losses in the north of the country.

An Election Commission of 
India official said paramilitary 
forces fired a blank round inside 
a polling station in another con-
stituency in the state after a scuf-
fle between voters and troops, 
who were demanding that mo-
bile phones be kept aside while 
voting, as rules state.

There were no immediate re-
ports of any poll-related injuries 
in West Bengal, where at least 
one person was killed and three 
injured during the third phase of 
voting last week.

Monday’s was the fourth 
round in the country’s phased 
election, which involves some 
900 million voters and which 
started on April 11 with Modi in 
the lead amid heightened tension 
with long-time rival Pakistan. 
The last phase is on May 19 and 
results are expected four days 
later.

There are a total of 545 seats 
in parliament’s lower house.

The BJP is in a direct, and 
sometimes bloody, fight in West 
Bengal with Trinamool, whose 
chief, Mamata Banerjee, is one 
of Modi’s biggest critics and 
who is a possible candidate for 
prime minister.

The BJP currently holds 
only two of West Bengal’s 42  
parliamentary seats.

“We have asked for central 
forces at all polling booths so 
that free and fair elections can be 
held in the state,” said Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi, a minister in Mo-
di’s cabinet, referring to federal 
paramilitary police.

Modi told a rally in West Ben-
gal that at least 40 Trinamool 
state lawmakers were in touch 
with him and would leave the 
party after votes are counted on 
May 23.

Trinamool accused Modi of 

Violence mars voting in battleground state West Bengal
attempting to horse-trade, telling 
him: “Nobody will go with you”.

The party also alleged that 
federal security forces were try-
ing to influence voters to back 
the BJP wherever they were  
deployed.

Maidul Islam, a professor of 
political science at Kolkata’s 
Centre for Studies in Social Sci-
ences, said the stakes were high 
for both parties, with Trinamool 
hoping to be part of a federal 
government coalition. 

JAMMU AND 
KASHMIR UNREST

In disputed Jammu and 
Kashmir state’s Anantnag con-
stituency, which is voting in 
three phases due to security con-
cerns, paramilitary forces fired 
teargas and pellets to disperse 
youth throwing stones at them, a 
police officer said. 

Four persons suffered pel-
let injuries, of which two had 
been hospitalised in Srinagar, 
the summer capital of Kashmir, 
the officer said, declining to be 
identified since he was not au-
thorised to speak to the media.

More than 128 million peo-
ple were eligible to vote in 
this round of the seven-phase 
election, held across 72 seats 

in nine states. 
About 62.56 percent of those 

eligible had voted by 8 p.m. 
(1430 GMT), according to in-
terim figures from the election 
commission.

Modi’s coalition won more 
than 75 percent of the seats in 
the nine states in the previous 
election, in 2014.

Many of the constituencies 
are in Uttar Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra, both of which are ruled 
by the BJP and its allies. Uttar 
Pradesh elects the most lawmak-
ers, with Maharashtra next and 

West Bengal third.
Political analysts say the BJP 

may struggle to repeat its strong 
showing this time due mainly to 
a jobs shortage and weak farm 
prices, issues that the main op-
position Congress party has 
seized on.

First-time voter Ankita 
Bhavke, a college student in 
Mumbai, said she voted for  
economic development.

“I want the country to be at 
par with the best in the world,” 
she said. “There’s been some  
progress in the last five years.”

A woman leaves after casting her vote at a polling station during the first phase 
of general election in Alipurduar district in West Bengal, India on April 11, 2019.
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NEW DELHI - After con-
demning the series of deadly 
bomb attacks on Sri Lankan 
churches and luxury hotels last 
Sunday that killed more than 
200 people, Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi told voters 
that they needed to elect him 
to a second term as only he can 
beat the “terrorists” threatening 
India.

 “Should terrorism be fi nished 
or not?,” he told an election rally 
in the western state of Rajasthan. 
“Who can do this? Can you think 
of any name aside from Modi? 
Can anybody else do this?”

Modi and his ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) have promot-
ed the government’s national se-
curity record as a vote winner in 
India’s staggered general elec-
tion that began on April 11 and 
will end on May 19. Votes will 
be counted on May 23.

In particular, Modi’s muscular 
stance against Pakistan, which 
New Delhi says backs armed 
Islamist militant groups, had 
boosted support for the BJP in 
a tightening election race where 
opposition parties have focused 
on weak jobs growth and low 
farm incomes. 

Tensions between India and 
Pakistan peaked earlier this year 
after a February suicide bomb 
attack in disputed Kashmir that 
killed 40 Indian paratroopers, 
and was claimed by an Islamist 
militant group based in Paki-
stan. Modi then sent warplanes 
to Pakistan to bomb a purported 
training camp, in India’s fi rst 
such aerial strike since 1971.

Indian offi  cials say that three 
Indian nationals are known to 
be among the dead in the Sri 

Lankan attacks. No group has 
yet claimed responsibility.

“In our neighboring Sri Lanka, 
terrorists have played a bloody 
game. They killed innocent 
people,” Modi said. 

At another rally in Rajast-
han last Sunday, Modi again 
mentioned the attacks in Sri 
Lanka and said that India, too, 
continues to suff er because of 
militants.

“India has now ended its 
policy of getting scared of Paki-

stan’s threats,” Modi said, “‘We 
have a nuclear button, we have a 
nuclear button’ they used to say.”

“What do we have then?” he 
said, to cheers from the crowd.

Pakistan has 140 to 150 nu-
clear warheads, compared with 
India’s 130-140 warheads, ac-
cording to estimates from the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute. Both coun-
tries have ballistic missiles 
capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons.

Modi condemns Sri Lanka attacks, says he can defeat the ‘terrorists’

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses his supporters during an 
election campaign rally in Patan, Gujarat, India on April 21, 2019.

India evacuating 1.2 million people as
Cyclone Fani menaces east coast

By Jatindra Dash
and Mayank Bhardwaj

BHUBANESHWAR - India 
has accelerated eff orts to evacuate 
more than a million people along 
its northeast coastline as a cyclone 
intensifi es ahead of landfall on 
Friday, with thousand of villag-
ers piling household possessions 
on to trucks before fl eeing their 
homes.

Severe cyclonic storm Fani was 
churning up the Bay of Bengal 
about 275 km (171 miles) south-
southwest of the Hindu temple 
town of Puri where special trains 

were put on to evacuate tourists 
and the beaches were empty.

In total, about 1.2 million people 
are expected to be evacuated from 
low-lying areas of 15 districts in 
the eastern state of Odisha to cy-
clone shelters, schools and other 
buildings, authorities said. More 
than 800,000 have left so far.

“We are maximising eff orts at 
all levels for evacuation,” Odis-
ha’s Special Relief Commissioner 
Bishnupada Sethi told Reuters.

Fani was generating maximum 
sustained winds of 170-180 km 
(105-111 miles) per hour, the 
state-run India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) said. Cyclone 
tracker Tropical Storm Risk rated 
Fani category 4 storm, a notch
below the worst level.

The cyclone will make landfall 
before Friday afternoon, the IMD 
said.

The navy has deployed sev-
en warships and has six planes 
and seven helicopters on stand-
by along with divers, rubber 
boats, medical teams and relief
materials.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
tweeted that the federal govern-
ment will provide all possible
assistance.
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Bollywood Beat FORTHCOMING MOVIE

Top 3 Bollywood Films Top 10 Bollywood Film Songs
10)  “Vaddi Sharaban” - De De Pyaar De
9)  “Tu Mila To Haina” - De De Pyaar De
8)  “Main Bhi Nahin Soya” - Student of the Year 2
7)  “Slow Motion” - Bharat 
6)  “Ghar More Pardesiya” - Kalank
5)  “Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyaan” - Student of the Year 2
4)  “First Class” - Kalank
3)  “Saare Jahan Se Acchha” - The Tashkent Files
2)  “The Hook Up Song” - Student of the Year 2
1)  “Chashni” - Bharat 

Bollywood Trivia
Who plays the role of Sanjay 

Dutt’s mother in movie Sanju? 

Rishi Kapoor 
cancer free, confirms 

brother Randhir

Rishi Kapoor is on the road 
to recovery and is “almost can-
cer free”, his elder brother, vet-
eran actor Randhir Kapoor said
Tuesday.

Randhir Kapoor said the 
66-year-old actor, who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment in 
New York, will be back home 
soon.

“He is undergoing treatment, 
he is much better. He is almost 
cancer free. He will take some 
time to come back as he has to 
fi nish his course. He will be here 
in the next couple of months. 
Very soon,” Randhir told.

This is the fi rst time the Ka-
poor family has directly com-
mented on Rishi Kapoor’s na-
ture of illness, though the actor’s 
wife, Neetu Kapoor had hinted 
that he has been diagnosed with 
cancer in her New Year’s post.

“Happy 2019... No resolutions 
only wishes this year! Less pol-
lution, traffi  c! Hope in future 
cancer is only a zodiac sign! 
Good health,” she had shared on 
Instagram along with a picture 
with her family.

The fi lmmaker shared a pic-
ture with Rishi Kapoor on Face-
book and wrote, “RISHI KA-
POOR (CHINTU) is CANCER 
FREE!”.

Rishi Kapoor has been un-
dergoing treatment in New 
York since September 2018 
and even skipped the funeral 
of his mother, Krishna Raj 
Kapoor in October.

The actor, who is a regular 
presence on Twitter, stayed in 
touch with his fans throughout 
his treatment and recovery.

Answer: 1

Banner:
AA Films

Yash Raj Films

Producer:
Bhushan Kumar
Krishan Kumar

Luv Ranjan
Ankur Garg

Director:
Akiv Ali

Starring:
Ajay Devgn

Tabu
Rakul Preet Singh

Music By:
Amaal Mallik
Rochak Kohli

Tanishk Bagchi
Garry Sandhu
Vipin Patwa
Manj Musik
Atul Sharma

Release Date:
May 17, 2019

De De 
Pyaar De

De De Pyar De trailer is a 
rude reminder that the impact of 
#MeToo in Bollywood has been 
minimal.

On April 2 , Ajay Devgn’s 50th 
birthday, the makers of his up-
coming release, De De Pyar De, 
dropped its fi rst trailer. The fi lm 
that appears to be trying a little 
too hard to laugh at itself, shows 
Devgn as a 50-year-old dating a 
26-year-old Rakul Preet. Co-pro-
duced by Luv Ranjan and Bhushan 

Kumar, it also stars Alok Nath as 
the father. That’s right, #MeToo 
be damned. Ranjan, Kumar and 
Nath have all been accused of 
sexual harassment in Bollywood’s 
short-lived, yet powerful #MeToo 
chapter, but, nothing seems to 
have stood in their way. What’s 
more, Nath even scored a cameo 
of a judge in a #MeToo themed 
fi lm #MainBhi, fi ve months after 
being accused of sexual assault by 
a television producer-writer.

 Even celebrity names have not 
been able to shake the hubris of 

1) Manisha Koirala
2) Urmila Matondkar
3) Manyata Dutt
4) Jaya Bachchan

What is the name of 
Kareena’s mother-in-law?

Answer: 4

1) Soha Ali Khan
2) Fatima Khan
3) Begum Noor Khan
4) Sharmila Tagore

UNKNOWN 
FACTS ABOUT
BOLLYWOOD
CELEBRITIES

Disha Patani has 
done B.tech in 

Computer. She was a 
student of Computer 
Science from Amity 
University, Lucknow. 

She is not only a 
beauty but a beauty 

with brain. 

Vidyut Jamwal is 
a vegetarian. He 

was India’s Hottest 
Vegetarian Celebrity 
of 2013. And when 

PETA realized that in 
2014, they named him 

‘Hottest Vegetarian 
of the Year’.

  1)  Kalank - Directed by Abhishek Varman
Starring: Madhuri Dixit, Sonakshi Sinha, Alia Bhatt, 
Varun Dhawan, Aditya Roy Kapur and Sanjay Dutt

  2)  Romeo Akbar Walter - Directed by Robbie Grewal
Starring: John Abraham, Mouni Roy, Jackie Shroff 
and Sikandar Kher

  3)  Kesari - Directed by Anurag Singh
Starring: Akshay Kumar and Parineeti Chopra

industry men here. And the trailer 
of De De Pyar De comes as a rude 
reminder of just that.

In October last year, Bhushan 
Kumar, the fi lm’s producer, was 
accused by an actress, anony-
mously, of sexually propositioning 
her during talks of a three-fi lm 
deal. The actress in question was 
later dropped from the project. 
Around the same time, director 
Luv Ranjan had to fi eld allegations 
by an actress who accused him of 
asking her to strip down to her 
underwear during the auditions 

of Pyaar Ka Punchnama. He also 
allegedly asked her if she mastur-
bates and explained that he needs 
to know his actors well, so he can 
“help” them when the need arises.

These are good times for #girl-
power on Bollywood screens, but 
behind the camera, our actresses 
have clearly decided not to take 
on the men who hold the purse 
strings. Bollywood continues 
to live in feigned ignorance and 
silent awareness.

The fi lm is slated to be released 
on May 17. 
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MOVIE REVIEW

Rating:

Celebrity Birthdays
May 5th
Vishakha Singh (1986) 

May 8th
Prakriti Kakar (1995) 

May 10th
Hrishitaa Bhatt (1981) 

May 11th
Suraj Jagan (1967)
Adah Sharma (1992) 
Pooja Bedi (1970) 

Upcoming Films

Bollywood Beat

The Indian courts have sen-
tenced well-known veteran 
producer Firoz Nadiadwala to 
three months of rigorous impris-
onment for non-payment of his 
GST. However the affable pro-
ducer, known for keeping the 
ailing writer Neeraj Vora in his 
home for two years as a house-
guest with full 24×7 medical at-
tention until Vora passed away, 
says he has paid up the default 
tax amount , albeit belatedly.

Says Nadiadwala, “I admit I 
was late (in paying the GST). 
But I did pay all my GST dues 
with the required late-payment 
penalty and ‘interest’. I was told 
my dues were cleared, and then 
I receive this verdict. I must say 
it shocked me. But my faith in 
the judicial system remains  
unshaken.”

Nadiadwala says he is con-
testing the honourable court’s 
decision to imprison him. “The 
rest is up to God. We’re tak-
ing the matter to another court 
where hopefully justice will 
be done. I am not the first per-
son to have been late in paying 
tax money. I’m a hardworking 
producer with many financial  
liabilities,” says Nadiadwala.

Firoz says he is confident he 
will be rescued from this cri-
sis by the good wishes of his 
friends. “This film industry 
is a wonderful place to be in. 
I’ve made many good friends 
like Akshay Kumar whom I’ve 
known from the time when there 
were no cell phones. He is one 
of the finest human beings on 
this earth. I’d do anything for 
him.”

May 16th
Vicky Kaushal (1988) 

May 18th
Ali Zafar (1980)

May 12th
Salim Diwan (1985) 

May 13th
Punit Malhotra (1982) 
Sunny Leone (1981) 
May 14th
Zareen Khan (1987) 

May 15th
Shiney Ahuja (1975) 
Madhuri Dixit (1967) 

3 month jail for 
Firoz Nadiadwala

in tax evasion

Satellite Shankar
Salman Khan
Megha Akash

Bharat
Salman Khan, Katrina Kaif

and Disha Patani

Saaho
Prabhas 

Shraddha Kapoor
Neil Nitin Mukesh

Brahmastra
Ranbir Kapoor, 

Alia Bhatt and Mouni Roy

Kabir Singh
Shahid Kapoor
Kiara Advani

Batla House
John Abraham
Noora Fatehi

Mrunal Thakur

The Zoya Factor
Sonam Kapoor 

Dulquer Salmaan
Sanjay Kapoor

Housefull 4
Akshay Kumar, Kriti Sanon

and Kriti Kharbanda

India's Most Wanted
Arjun Kapoor, Amrita Puri, 

and Rajesh Sharma
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A simple internet search will 

reveal how so many conspiracy 
theories exist when it comes to 
some important episodes of His-
tory. The scenario in India is 
no different and a lot of people 
strongly believe that what his-
tory has taught us is not entire-
ly true. Hollywood has made 
films and documentaries out 
of it while India has lagged be-
hind. But now director Vivek 
Agnihotri tries to put forward 
an investigative thriller based 
on Lal Bahadur Shastri’s death. 
The result is The Tashkent Files 
and it releases in the middle of 
the exciting election season. So 
does The Tashkent Files shake 
the viewer with its content and 
execution? Or does it fail to  
impress? Let’s analyse.

The Tashkent Files is the story 
of a group of people trying to un-
derstand whether there was any 
foul play in the sudden death of 
a significant Indian Prime Minis-
ter Lal Bahadur Shastri. Raagini 
Phule (Shweta Basu Prasad) is 
a rookie political journalist in 
Delhi working for a newspaper 

called ‘India Times’. She has 
been given an ultimatum by her 
editor (Asif Basra) that she has to 
submit a scoop in a few days or 
else she’ll be transferred to arts 
and culture, a beat that Raagini 
abhors. One day she receives a 
call from an unknown person 
(voiced by Vivek Agnihotri) and 
he asks her to write about the 
mysterious death of India’s sec-
ond Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri. He had died on January 
11, 1966 soon after the Tashkent 
Agreement was signed follow-
ing the end of India-Pakistan 
war. The unknown caller even 
provides all the evidences and 
references needed for Raagini 
to file the story. The article gets 
published and it goes viral. Shy-
am Sunder Tripathi, leader of the 
opposition, uses this opportunity 
to score brownie points against 
the ruling government. Realizing 
that the matter has become too 
big, PKR Natrajan (Naseeruddin 
Shah), the minister of home af-
fairs, forms a committee, and its 
members are to decide if there is 
indeed any foul play in Shastri’s 
demise. Shyam Sunder Tripathi 
is made the head of the com-
mittee. Other members include 
Raagini, author and historian 
Aisha Ali Shah (Pallavi Joshi), 
social activist Indira Joseph Roy 
(Mandira Bedi), director of Na-
tional Archives Omkar Kashyap 
(Rajesh Sharma), scientist Gan-
garam Jha (Pankaj Tripathi), ex 
RAW chief G K Ananthasuresh 
(Prakash Belawadi), president 
of the Young Indian Congress 
Vishwendra Pratap Singh Rana 
(Prashantt Guptha) and retired 
Supreme Court judge Justice Ku-
rian Abraham (Vishwa Mohan 
Badola). A few of them in this 
committee, like Aisha Ali Shah 
and Vishwendra Pratap Singh 
Rana, vehemently deny that 
Shastri’s death was mysterious 
and stress that he died of natural 
causes. Raagini and others put a 
counter view to prove the matter 
should be investigated. Soon, it 
comes to light that nobody really 
cares for Shastri and all are there 

for some ulterior motives. What 
happens next forms the rest of 
the film.

The Tashkent Files has some 
fine actors but Shweta Basu 
Prasad rocks the show. She gets a 
very meaty role and she gives her 
hundred per cent. In the climax 
especially, she goes on another 
level. Mithun Chakraborty is a 
bit over the top but it works and it 
is good to see him on screen after 
a hiatus. Pankaj Tripathi adds to 
the fun initially and then surprises 
viewers with his extremist views. 
He is fine although one might 
also feel that he just walked out 
of the sets of last year’s hit Stree 
and shot for this film without 
making any change in his look or 
dialogue delivery! Pallavi Joshi 
is efficient while Mandira Bedi 
doesn’t get much scope. Prakash 
Belawadi is dependable and also 
contributes to the film’s fun quo-
tient. Prashantt Gupta is strictly 

okay. Rajesh Sharma and Vishwa 
Mohan Badola don’t get much 
scope. Asif Basra is fine. Vi-
nay Pathak (Mukhtar) looks too 
young for the part of a spy who 
has worked few decades ago. His 
entry is laughable. Naseerudin 
Shah is nothing special. Achint 
Kaur (PKR Natrajan’s wife) 
is completely wasted. Ankur 
Rathee (Imran) is over the top 
and showing that he had a past 
association with Raagini serves 
no purpose. Yusuf Hussain  
(P K Bakshi) leaves a mark.

On the whole, The Tashkent 
Files is laced with an excellent 
idea and provides some shock-
ing facts related to the sudden 
demise of Lal Bahadur Shastri. 
But the film has zero buzz and 
is riddled with too many loose 
ends. At the box office, the film 
is bound to sink without a trace.
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Files
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

By Krishna N. Das

NEW DELHI - India’s govern-
ment has asked Rahul Gandhi, 
the president of the main oppo-
sition Congress party, to respond 
to a complaint by a lawmaker 
from Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s party accusing him of 
holding dual British citizenship 
against Indian law. 

Gandhi, the scion of the Neh-
ru-Gandhi dynasty that has dom-
inated Indian politics for much 
of its history since independence 

from Britain in 1947, is the main 
challenger to Modi in the 39-day 
general election that began on 
April 11. Results will be known 
on May 23.

Congress dismissed a notice 
sent to 48-year-old Gandhi, who 
has studied and worked in Eng-
land, by the Ministry of Home 
Aff airs on Monday as a “pathetic 
stunt that is not just frivolous but 
downright stupid”.

The notice was based on a 
letter from Subramanian Swa-
my, an outspoken member of 

Are you British? Indian gov’t asks Modi’s rival, Rahul Gandhi, to respond
parliament from Modi’s national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Swamy has for long cited what 
he calls annual reports and other 
documents from 2005, 2006 and 
2009 of a UK-registered compa-
ny, at which Gandhi was a direc-
tor, as mentioning his nationality 
as British.

“You are requested to intimate 
the factual position in the matter 
to this ministry within a fortnight 
of the receipt of this communi-
cation,” B.C. Joshi, a director in 
the Indian interior ministry, said 

in the notice to Gandhi.
Federal Home Minister Ra-

jnath Singh, also a senior BJP 
leader, told reporters his ministry 
was following due process.

India’s constitution says that 
any person voluntarily acquiring 
a foreign passport automatically 
loses Indian citizenship.

Congress said the BJP was 
making fake, personal attacks 
on Gandhi after sensing de-
feat in the election. Gandhi has 
been a member of India’s lower 
house of parliament since 2004 
and is contesting this election

from two seats.
“This is outrageous, out-

landish and obtuse,” Congress 
spokesman Sanjay Jha said. “The 
people of India can see through 
these malicious and malevolent 
personal attacks.”

The BJP earlier protested 
against any constitutional post 
for Gandhi’s Italian-born moth-
er, Sonia Gandhi, who famously 
gave up on the chance to become 
India’s prime minister despite 
Congress winning the 2004 elec-
tion under her presidency. She 
became an Indian citizen in 1983.

Rahul Gandhi, President of India’s main opposition Congress party, address-
es his party’s supporters during a public meeting in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on  
March 12, 2019. 

Five Indian party workers on post-election 
break among dead in Sri Lanka

BENGALURU - At least fi ve 
workers from an Indian political 
party on a break after working 
on India’s general election were 
among some 290 people killed 
in bomb attacks in Sri Lanka on 
Easter Sunday, a government
offi  cial said.

Another two from a seven-
member group from the party, the 
Janata Dal Secular (JDS), were 
missing.

The group was on an outing af-
ter voting took place on Thursday 
in India’s general election in the 
southern state of Karnataka.

They were staying at the 
Shangri-La hotel in the Sri 
Lankan capital, Colombo. A sui-
cide bomber attacked the hotel 
as guests sat down to a buff et
breakfast.

“They were having breakfast 
on the second fl oor when the 
blast occurred,” Rajath B, a fam-
ily friend of one of the victims, 
KG Hanumantharayappa, told 
Reuters.

“Family in India got to know of 
the blast from the television.”

The JDS is part of the ruling 
coalition in Karnataka state.

It is contesting the general elec-
tion in an alliance with India’s 
main opposition Congress party. 
The staggered general election 
began on April 11 and will end 
on May 19.

The party’s leader, who is also 
Karnataka’s chief minister, H 
D Kumaraswamy, said he was 
deeply pained by the loss.

“They were ... committed 
workers of our party and their 
death has brought immense sor-
row to us,” he said on Twitter.

At least seven Indians were 
killed, Indian offi  cials said.
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Biz Briefs

Uber Technologies Inc said last 
Wednesday the head of its Asia-
Pacifi c operations will leave the 
company at the end of next month, 
and will be replaced by Pierre-
Dimitri Gore-Coty.

Amit Jain had joined the app-
based ride-hailing company as its 
India operations chief in 2015 and 
had taken over as head of Uber’s 
Asia-Pacifi c business last year.

The company, which recently 
unveiled its IPO plans, said Gore-
Coty, who heads its EMEA rides 
business, will also take charge of 
the Asia-Pacifi c business.

San Francisco-based Uber 
counts India as one of its ma-
jor growth markets and has been 
locked in a fi erce battle with 
homegrown rival Ola for years. 

Spotify loses
access to songs 
from Saregama
Music streaming service 

Spotify Technology SA said it 
will remove all songs belong-
ing to one of India’s oldest re-
cord labels from its app after 
they failed to agree on licensing 
terms, months after the Swed-
ish company’s launch in the
country.

According to a court docu-
ment, Saregama India Ltd fi led 
a petition with the Delhi High 
Court seeking an injunction 
against Spotify to stop it from 
using its songs.

The move comes two months 
after Spotify launched in India, 
a price sensitive market already 
crowded by well-funded players 
like JioSaavn and Apple Music.

Spotify said last month it had 
more than 1 million unique us-
ers in India across its free and 
premium categories within a 
week of its launch.

Uber’s Amit Jain 
to leave, names 
new unit chief

If  you need legal representation, put an aggressive,
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By Aditi Shah 
and Abhirup Roy

NEW DELHI - The grounding 
of India’s Jet Airways is turning 
into a quick windfall and long-
term opportunity for international 
airlines keen to scoop up nearly 
a million outbound passengers 
from what was once the nation’s 
biggest airline.

Jet, which previously had a fl eet 
of around 120 largely Boeing Co 
planes, was forced to indefi nitely 
halt all fl ight operations on April 
17 after its banks rejected the car-
rier’s plea for emergency funds.

The carrier’s descent into crisis 
has benefi ted international air-
lines in the form of rising fares 
and demand, data showed.

Fares from India to cities such 
as Dubai, London, New York, 
Singapore and Bali in the fi rst 
quarter of 2019 rose between 
4 percent and 32 percent from 
a year ago, according to In-
dian travel portal MakeMyTrip 
Ltd.

In the peak travel months of 
May and June, fares to London 
have spiked as much as 36 per-
cent and tickets to San Francisco 
are up nearly 20 percent from a 
year ago, according to data from 
travel portal Yatra.com.

“For the next three months 
it’s actually bonanza time for 
international players,” said Ash-
ish Nainan, a research analyst at 
CARE Ratings. “At least until the 
middle of June, the fares are not 
going to come down.”

Due to rising demand, even 
before Jet’s lessors grounded 
planes, carriers such as British 
Airways, Cathay Pacifi c Airways 
Ltd, Singapore Airlines Ltd and 
United Airlines saw an up to a 
27 percent increase in passenger 
numbers from India in the last 
quarter of 2018, data from India’s 
aviation regulator showed. That 

is the latest period for which the 
data is available.

India is one of the world’s 
fastest-growing aviation markets, 
clocking 15-20 percent domestic 
growth in recent years. It has long 
had only two full-service long-
haul carriers, state-run Air India 
and Jet.

Jet is now hoping to be bailed 
out by a new investor, with fi nal 
bids due on May 10.

 INCREASING CAPACITY
Before its grounding, Jet had 

the biggest share of India’s out-
bound international air traffi  c, 
carrying 12 percent of the 7.8 
million passengers headed over-
seas in the Oct-Dec quarter, down 
from 14 percent a year earlier, 
data from the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation showed.

The total number of passen-
gers travelling overseas with Jet 
fell 10 percent during the last 
quarter of 2018 even as the out-
bound travel market grew about 
5 percent.

Meanwhile, Singapore Airlines 
posted a 27 percent increase in 
passengers from India, Cathay 
registered 17 percent growth and 
British Airways saw a 10 percent 
rise in the same period.

Cathay said the events at Jet 
combined with increasing de-
mand for travel had led it to de-
ploy larger aircraft with more 
seats on some Indian routes.

“In the long term we would 
certainly like to be able to of-
fer more capacity into India, not 
just on our existing routes but by 
establishing new services to sec-
ondary cities,” Cathay said in a 
statement.

Singapore Airlines, in an email 
to Reuters, said the Indian market 
is “very promising” but declined 
to give details of airfare levels or 
demand patterns in the wake of 
Jet’s exit, citing a quiet period 

‘Bonanza time’: Foreign carriers savour 
rising India demand as Jet Airways crumbles

before the release of its annual 
results.

Jet’s grounding has also had a 
big impact on the domestic mar-
ket, with inter-city air fares to 
major cities such as New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Bengaluru and Kolkata 
soaring more than 20 percent 

in May and June, according to 
Yatra.com.

The spike in fares is expected 
to underpin strong earnings for 
IndiGo and SpiceJet Ltd, which 
are set to report results for the 
quarter ended March 31 in the 
coming weeks.

FILE PHOTO: Jet Airways aircraft are seen parked at the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International Airport in Mumbai, India on April 18, 2019.

Amazon’s India unit sees 
56 percent rise in export merchants
BENGALURU - Amazon.com 

Inc’s India unit saw a 56 percent 
rise in the number of local mer-
chants selling to international 
markets, hitting export sales of 
over $1 billion, the company said 
on Tuesday.

Indian merchants were ex-
porting more than 140 million 
products on Amazon’s app and 
website, with cumulative sales 
expected to top $5 billion in the 
next four years, country head 
Amit Agarwal told reporters in 
Bengaluru.

Amazon launched its Global 
Selling Program in 2015, as part 
of its eff orts to get more small-
and-medium sized vendors on 
board. Vendor consolidation is 
key in India, which is among 
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the Seattle-based company’s top 
growth markets.

More than 80 percent of the 
company’s current export ven-
dors were from small towns and 
cities, vice president of seller 
services Gopal Pillai said.

Amazon is fi ghting with 
Walmart Inc’s Flipkart for mar-
ket share in the country, while 
dealing with constantly changing 
government rules.

In February, a new set of 
ecommerce regulations caused 
widespread disruption on Ama-
zon’s India website, when prod-
ucts started disappearing from its 
virtual shelves for some time.

Agrawal said Amazon was 
fully compliant with government 
regulations.

http:// yatra.com.
http:// yatra.com.
http:// amazon.com 


By Mayank Bhardwaj

NEW DELHI - PepsiCo Inc 
has agreed to withdraw lawsuits 
against Indian potato farmers it 
alleged infringed a patent by cul-
tivating a variety grown exclu-
sively for its Lay’s potato chips.

The U.S. snack food and drinks 
maker, which in addition to filing 
the lawsuit against the four farm-
ers in April had sued five other po-
tato growers, had said it wanted to 
settle the issue amicably.

“After discussions with the gov-
ernment, the company has agreed 
to withdraw the cases against the 
farmers,” a PepsiCo India spokes-
man said on Thursday, adding that 
this applied to all nine.

The decision comes at a par-
ticularly sensitive time in India, 

which is about halfway through a 
39-day general election in which 
its rural population still has a 
dominant voice.

It also follows intervention by 
an influential Hindu nationalist 
group with close ties to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
said PepsiCo was coercing the 
farmers.

Modi and the BJP are seeking 
a second term and most political 
strategists think they are likely to 
succeed.

PepsiCo, which did not dis-
close details of its consultations, 
had previously said the farmers 
must either sell their potatoes to 
the New York-based company 
or stop cultivating the FC5 va-
riety. In return, PepsiCo would 

Pepsi withdraws Indian potato farmer lawsuits after political pressure
withdraw the lawsuit.

PepsiCo, which set up its first 
potato chips plant in India in 
1989, supplies the FC5 variety to 
a group of farmers who in turn sell 
their produce to it at a fixed price.

Ashwani Mahajan, who heads 
the Swadeshi Jagran Manch 
(SJM), the economic wing of 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) which is the ideological 
parent of Modi’s BJP, welcomed 
PepsiCo’s move as a moral 
victory for Indian farmers.

“MNCs (multi national corpo-
rations) need to understand that 
they must honour Indian laws,” 
Mahajan said.

PepsiCo maintains that it devel-
oped the FC5 variety of potato, 
which has a reduced moisture 
content to make snacks such as 
potato chips, and registered the 
trait in 2016.

The April lawsuit was filed in 
Ahmedabad, the business hub of 
the western state of Gujarat, re-
questing that the court restrain 
the four farmers from growing the 
FC5 variety.

PepsiCo had also sought more 
than 10 million rupees ($143,000) 
each from the farmers.

The state government of Gu-
jarat, ruled by Modi’s BJP, had 
assured the farmers that it would 

help them while the opposition 
Congress party had also criticised 
PepsiCo’s action.

“The company remains deeply 
committed to the thousands of 
farmers we work with across the 
country and towards ensuring 
adoption of best farming practic-
es,” the PepsiCo spokesman said.

PepsiCo, the second large U.S. 
company to face such patent is-

sues in India, is keen “to find a 
long term and amicable resolu-
tion” of the issues involving seed 
protection, he said.

Stung by a long-standing in-
tellectual property dispute, seed 
maker Monsanto, now owned by 
German drugmaker Bayer AG , 
withdrew from some businesses 
in India over a cotton-seed dispute 
with farmers.

India Bulletin

Air India server systems restored 
after affecting flights worldwide
MUMBAI - Air India last Sat-

urday said its server system was 
restored after being down for 
more than five hours and affect-
ing some flights across the world.

“Air India System restored,” 
chairman and managing director 
(CMD) of Air India, Ashwani Lo-
hani told Reuters partner ANI.

The state-owned carrier a 
Tweeted earlier “Due to a break-
down in our server system some 
of our flights are getting affected 
all over the world.”

Several travellers, including 
Bollywood actress Gul Panag, 
took to Twitter to complain about 
the flight disruptions.
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FILE PHOTO: A customer picks packets of Lay’s potato chips at a shop in 
Ahmedabad, India, April 26, 2019.



Mahendra Singh Dhoni will 
not hesitate to take time off be-
fore World Cup if his niggling 
back problem worsens during the 
ongoing Indian Premier League 

(IPL), the stumper-batsman has 
said.

Chennai Super Kings skipper 
Dhoni missed last week’s defeat 
by Sunrisers Hyderabad due to a 

back spasm and the 37-year-old 
is unwilling to risk a serious in-
jury that could rule him out of the 
World Cup starting in England 
and Wales on May 30.

“It’s holding up, it’s not show-
ing signs of getting worse. With 
the World Cup coming up, I have 
to keep in mind that I can’t really 
get injured,” Dhoni said of his 
injury after Chennai’s six-wick-
et victory over Hyderabad last  
Tuesday.

“There’s a bit of stiffness. 

There was a bit of spasm at the 
start of the tournament but there’s 
no spasm as of now. I’m used to 
playing international cricket with 
some kind of pain.

“If you wait to be 100 percent 
before you play a game maybe 
you’d have to wait five years be-
fore you play the next game. It’s 
something I can afford to do. If 
it gets worse, I’ll definitely take 
some time off.”

Dhoni has played 341 one-day 
internationals, scoring 10,500 

runs at an average of just under 
51, and his glovework makes him 
the first-choice wicketkeeper in 
the limited-overs format.

India’s 2011 World Cup win-
ning captain has scored over 300 
runs in nine ODIs this year, with 
four half-centuries, including 
three in a row during the tour of 
Australia.

The IPL ends on May 12. In-
dia begin their World Cup cam-
paign against South Africa in  
Southampton on June 5.

Dhoni to rest before World Cup if back trouble worsens

M.S. Dhoni during a one day cricket match at the Wankhede Stadium.

Kuldeep’s loss of form worrying 
for India before World Cup

India’s S. Ravi set to be axed 
from ICC Elite Panel of Umpires

MUMBAI - Kuldeep Yadav 
is expected to lead India’s slow-
bowling attack in the World Cup 
but his poor form in the ongo-
ing Indian Premier League (IPL) 
could become a headache for 
Virat Kohli’s men with just over 
a month left before the 50-over 
tournament. 

The left-arm wristspinner sits at 
seventh in the bowlers’ rankings 
in one-day internationals, one spot 
ahead of spin-bowling colleague 
Yuzvendra Chahal.

The duo have emerged as In-
dia’s frontline spinners and named 
in the 15-man World Cup squad 
alongside left-arm spinner Ravin-
dra Jadeja.

The wily 24-year-old has 87 
wickets from 44 ODIs at an envi-
able average of less than 22. He 
took 12 wickets in the 2017 edi-
tion of the IPL and five more last 
year but has endured nightmare 
this season.

Kuldeep has taken four wickets 
in nine matches at an economy 
rate of 8.66 while bowling 33 
overs for the Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers, who have lost five matches on 
the trot and are placed sixth in the 
eight-team league. 

He was dropped for last Sun-
day’s outing against Sunrisers 
Hyderbad after the mauling he 

MUMBAI - Sundaram Ravi, 
India’s sole representative in the 
ICC Elite Panel of Umpires, is set 
to be removed soon, it is learnt.

The decision was taken at the 
ICC Umpires Committee meet-
ing on April 24 even while he 
was chosen as one of the 16 um-
pires to do duty at the World Cup, 
starting in the UK on May 30.

Ravi was promoted to the 
Elite panel in June 2015, end-
ing India’s 11-year wait for an 
umpire in the top panel, since S 
Venkatraghavan retired in 2004. 
He is set to be dropped when the 
new panel is announced post the 
World Cup.

The decision, yet to be of-
ficially out, follows the similar 
disappointment faced by India 
last year after C Shamshuddin 
was ejected from the ICC Emerg-
ing Panel, the second rung as part 
of the feeder system for the top 
panel. The ICC is in fact planning 
to remove the Emerging Panel it-
self as it doesn’t allow the glob-
al body to look beyond the six 
umpires in it.

received against Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore last Friday during 
which he took 1-59 in his four 
overs.

“Definitely a form issue, he 
didn’t stand up for us in the pre-
vious game. That’s why we had 
to give him a break and get him 
back fresh,” KKR captain Dinesh 
Karthik said after his team’s loss.

“Kuldeep’s not been bowling as 
well as he would have liked, as we 
would have liked as well. That’s 
why we gave him a break, that’s 

“The Elite panel is a tough 
place to survive with so much 
competition and high-pressure, 
top-level games. Ravi was lying 
at the bottom in the report card 
prepared over the last couple of 
years for the 12 elite level um-
pires,” said an official aware of 
the development.

The 53-year-old was under fire 
during an IPL match between 
Royal Challengers Bangalore and 
Mumbai Indians after he failed to 
spot a no-ball from Lasith Ma-
linga. It was the last ball of the 
match with RCB needing seven 
to win. RCB captain Virat Kohli 
blasted the umpire. “We are play-
ing IPL level, not club cricket. 
That’s a ridiculous call off the last 
ball. The umpires should have 
their eyes open, it was a no-ball 
by an inch.”

The howler came after some 
poor decision-making in interna-
tional cricket saw him lose points. 
“The ICC has a proper system in 
place which evaluates an um-
pire’s performance throughout 
the year,” said the official.

the only reason that we haven’t 
played him this game.”

Despite the difference in for-
mats, the IPL is the only competi-
tive cricket left before the World 
Cup-bound Indians leave for Eng-
land.

Kuldeep has always looked to 
be attacking, tempting batsmen 
with his flighted deliveries and in 
the process conceding some extra 
runs, but the assault by England 
all-rounder Moeen Ali last Friday 
left him broken.

Kuldeep Yadav appealing for LBW behind the wickets.
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By Gabriella Borter

NEW YORK - The number of 
measles cases in the United States 
has reached a 25-year peak, pro-
pelled by the spread of misinfor-
mation about the vaccine that can 
prevent the disease, federal health 
officials said on Monday. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
704 cases as of April 26, a 1.3 
percent increase since the most 
recent tally of 695 reported on 
Wednesday. The vast majority 
of cases have occurred in chil-
dren who have not received the 

The United States so far this 
year has recorded 704 cases of 
measles in 22 states, its largest 
outbreak since public health of-
ficials in 2000 declared the dis-
ease eradicated, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

The CDC on Monday released 
updated figures on the number of 
cases recorded so far this year, 
which have hit a 25-year-high.

Here are key facts about the 
outbreak:

 - Public health officials blame 
the measles resurgence on the 
spread of misinformation about 
vaccines. A vocal fringe of par-
ents opposes vaccines, believing, 
contrary to scientific studies, that 
ingredients in them can cause 
autism.

- The largest outbreaks are 
concentrated in Orthodox Jewish 
communities in New York City’s 
Williamsburg neighborhood, 
where some 390 cases have 
been confirmed, and Rockland 

measles-mumps-rubella vaccine, 
which confers immunity to the 
disease, officials said. 

“The suffering we are seeing 
today is completely avoidable,” 
U.S. Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Alex Azar said 
on Monday. “We know vaccines 
are safe because they’re among 
some of the most studied medical  
products we have.”

A vocal fringe of U.S. parents 
refuse to vaccinate their children 
believing, contrary to scientific 
evidence, that ingredients in them 
can cause autism. 

Some 22 states have recorded 

County north of New York City, 
which has recorded 202 cases. 
Those figures include infec-
tions from last year and are not 
directly comparable to the CDC  
numbers.

- Other outbreaks have been 
reported in Washington state, 
New Jersey, California’s Butte 
County and Michigan. 

- The disease is highly con-
tagious and can be fatal, killing 
one or two of every 1,000 chil-
dren who contract it, according 
to the CDC. It can also cause 
permanent hearing loss or intel-
lectual disabilities. It poses the 
greatest risk to unvaccinated 
young children.

- The United States’ 2000 dec-
laration that measles was eradi-
cated meant that the disease was 
no longer present in the country 
year round. Measles remains 
common in some countries in 
Europe, Asia and Africa, and 
unvaccinated travelers to those 
countries can bring it back to the 

U.S. measles outbreak hits ‘completely avoidable’ 25-year-high

What you need to know about
the U.S. measles outbreak

cases of the extremely contagious 
and sometimes deadly disease. 
None of the victims of the recent 
outbreak have died, but 3 percent 
have contracted pneumonia and 
9 percent have been hospital-
ized due to complications from 
the disease, CDC director Robert 
Redfield said on Monday.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
urged Americans last week to get 
vaccinated to prevent the spread 
of measles, changing course 
from remarks he made in 2014 
when he expressed doubt about 
giving children government- 
recommended doses of vaccines.

United States. The current out-
breaks are believed to trace back 
to visits to Israel and Ukraine.

- New York City officials 
said some 21,000 people have 
received the measles-mumps-
rubella vaccine in affected areas 
since the outbreak began in Oc-
tober. The city has begun fining 
unvaccinated adults.

- Lawmakers in Oregon, Cali-
fornia and Washington state are 
considering bills to eliminate 
nonmedical exemptions that al-
lowed unvaccinated children to 
attend public schools.

- In order to achieve herd im-
munity that protects those unable 
to get the measles vaccine, such 
as infants and people with com-
promised immune systems, 90% 
to 95% of the population needs 
to be vaccinated.

Sources: U.S. CDC, World 
Health Organization, public 

health offices in New York State 
and City, Washington state, 

California and Michigan

“The vaccinations are so im-
portant. This is really going 
around now,” Trump said on  
Friday. 

The current outbreak has been 
concentrated in New York City, 
where officials said more than 390 
cases have been recorded since 
October, mostly among children 
in Orthodox Jewish communities 
in Brooklyn. Most of the recently 
recorded cases have been in New 
York and Los Angeles, officials 
said on Monday.

The national outbreak has es-
calated since 82 people in 2018 
and more than 40 people in 2019 
brought measles to the United 
States from other countries, most 

frequently Ukraine, Israel and the 
Philippines, federal officials said.

Up to 10 percent of patients in 
the current outbreak are adults 
who had received one or two 
doses of the vaccine, the CDC 
said. Some adults may need a 
new dose depending on whether 
they received the recommended 
two doses of the live virus or if 
they are traveling into and out of 
outbreak areas.

Although the virus was elimi-
nated from the country in 2000, 
meaning it was no longer continu-
ally present year round, outbreaks 
still happen via travelers coming 
from countries where measles is 
still common, the CDC says.

 Older people feel more youthful 
when they also feel in control

Older adults may feel younger 
than their age on days when they 
feel most in control of their lives, 
a small study suggests.

People who believe they can 
influence the outcomes and events 
in their daily lives generally do 
feel a greater sense of control 
than those who feel more help-
less, and previous research has 
linked a strong sense of control 
to better wellbeing, researchers 
note in Journals of Gerontology:  
Psychological Sciences.

Past research hasn’t offered a 
clear picture of how day-to-day 
variation in people’s sense of con-
trol might be tied to shifts in how 
they perceive their own age and 
wellbeing, however.

For the current study, research-

ers had 116 older adults, ages 60 
to 90, and 107 younger adults, 
ages 18 to 36, fill out daily sur-
veys for eight consecutive days. 
Researchers asked participants 
questions about their daily stress-
es, physical health, sense of con-
trol over their daily lives and how 
old they “felt.”

Among younger adults, feeling 
in more control on any given day 
didn’t appear to make them feel 
more youthful. But they did report 
feeling younger than their chrono-
logical age on days when they had 
low levels of stress and few or no 
health complaints.

With older adults, the picture 
was different. They typically felt 
about two to four years younger 
on days when they felt more in 

control than usual.
“Control beliefs can function 

as an important resource that sup-
ports individuals in pursuing their 
goals - believing that you can ac-
complish a task helps you to actu-
ally get the job done,” said study 
co-author Jennifer Bellingtier of 
Friedrich Schiller University Jena 
in Germany.

“In a similar manner, control 
could help to foster independence 
in the lives of older adults,” Bel-
lingtier said by email. “I think it 
is possible that when older adults 
feel in control of their lives they 
may not feel as though their daily 
lives align with negative stereo-
types about growing old, thus they 
may report feeling younger than 
their chronological age.”

Cancer patients using alternative  
therapies may hesitate to tell doctors

By Ankur Banerjee

One in three U.S. patients with 
a cancer diagnosis has recently 
used non-standard therapies 
to manage their disease - but 
many haven’t told their doctors,  
survey data suggest.

Among patients who said they 
used so-called complementary 
and alternative therapies, such 
as herbal supplements and yoga, 
nearly 30 percent did not dis-
close this use to their physicians, 
researchers wrote in a letter  
published in JAMA Oncology.

This finding is worrisome, 
they say. The letter cites an ear-
lier National Cancer Database 
study that found patients who 
were using complementary med-
icine were more likely to stop 
using conventional cancer thera-
pies - and when that happened, 
they had poorer outcomes.

The lack of sharing in the cur-
rent study was not necessarily 
because patients worried their 
doctors would respond nega-
tively, lead author Dr. Nina San-
ford, of the University of Texas 
Southwestern in Dallas, told  
Reuters Health.

Most often, “patients thought 

their providers did not need to 
know, or the providers did not 
ask,” Sanford said by email.

Patients who didn’t share the 
information also said their phy-
sician did not know as much 
about the therapy, or they were 
not given enough time to tell 
about therapy.

People with cancer may have 
many motivations for seeking 
complementary and alternative 
therapies, the authors wrote, 
including persistent symptoms, 
psychological distress, or to 
gain a sense of control over their 
care.

Dr. David Spiegel of Stan-
ford University School of 
Medicine in California, who 
was not involved in the study, 
concurred, writing in an email 
to Reuters Health that most of-
ten the patients use alternative 
medicines to help with pain and  
stress.

“It is always best if doc-
tors ask and discuss the use of 
such treatments in an open way 
that invites cooperation, which 
should include discussions of 
possible risks and the impor-
tance of adherence to standard 
medical care,” Spiegel said.
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People walk past a sign advising about a measles outbreak in the Brooklyn 
Borough of New York, New York, U.S. on April 25, 2019. 
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Widespread beliefs about 
sleeping include advice on how 
much sleep is enough, what 
quality sleep means and how to 
achieve it, but when these pro-
nouncements are wrong, they 
can do more harm than good,  
researchers argue.

The study team gathered the 
most common sleep “myths” and 
asked sleep-science experts to 
rank them according to how wrong 
they were, and how bad it might be 
for a person’s health to follow the 
advice.

“Sleep plays a vital role in 
our health and wellbeing,” said 
lead author of the report in Sleep 
Health, Rebecca Robbins of the 
New York University School of 
Medicine in New York City.

About one third of adults in 

the U.S. report sleeping less than 
the recommended seven hours, 
according to the Centers for  
Disease Control and Prevention.

Robbins and 10 sleep experts 
in the fields of sleep research, 
circadian science, neuroscience 
and psychiatry compiled a list of 
50 potential myths by using web 
searches of popular press and sci-
entific literature. The experts then 
rated each one, and the study team 
narrowed the list to the top 20 
sleep myths, based on how false 
and how significant for public 
health each was.

When it came to sleep duration, 
the highest-rated myth was that 
“being able to fall sleep ‘anytime, 
anywhere’ is a sign of a healthy 
sleep system.” Instead, this is more 
indicative of a chronically sleep-

Sleep myths may hinder good sleep and health
deprived person, the experts said, 
and excessive daytime sleepiness 
may be one of the primary symp-
toms of obstructive sleep apnea.

Other myths in this category 
were that “many adults need only 
five or fewer hours of sleep” and 
“your brain and body can learn 
to function just as well with less 
sleep.” 

On the other hand, sleep experts 
said the belief that one night of 
sleep deprivation doesn’t likely 
have lasting negative health con-
sequences is true.

Regarding sleep timing, the 
highest-rated myth was that “it 
doesn’t matter what time of day 
you sleep.” Instead, research on 
night-shift workers points to lower 
sleep quality, as well as a higher 
risk for depression, diabetes and 

cancer, the study team notes.
When the sleep experts ranked 

myths around sleep behaviors, 
they considered the worst ones to 
be, “lying in bed with your eyes 
closed is almost as good as sleep-
ing” and “if you have difficulty 
falling asleep, it’s best to stay in 
bed and try to fall back to sleep.”

Instead, the experts said, cog-
nitive activity when a person is 
sleeping is distinctly different from 
being awake with eyes closed. 
Also, those who can’t fall asleep 
should leave bed, avoid blue light 
and return to bed when they’re 
tired.

Pre-sleep, the experts agreed 
that alcohol before bed does not 
improve sleep. Although folklore 
may encourage a “nightcap,” in 
fact, alcohol can lead to sleep dis-
turbances during the second part 
of the night when REM sleep is 
most valuable. Alcohol consump-
tion can also worsen sleep apnea 
symptoms for those with a history 
of snoring.

The sleep experts also refuted 
the myth that it’s better to have a 
warmer bedroom than a cooler 
bedroom, and recommended a 
temperature between 65 and 70 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Drinking water might help kids limit soda
One in five U.S. children and 

young adults don’t drink any 
water at all on a typical day, 
and a new study suggests they 
consume almost twice as many 
calories from sodas and sugary 
drinks as young people who do 
drink water.

On any given day, kids who 
didn’t drink water consumed 

an average of 93 more calories 
from sugar sweetened bever-
ages like sodas and juice drinks 
than young people who did drink 
some water.

“These results are important 
because sugar-sweetened bever-
age consumption has been linked 
to many negative health con-
ditions for children, including 

weight gain, dental caries, and 
type 2 diabetes,” said lead study 
author Asher Rosinger, director 
of the Water, Health, and Nutri-
tion Laboratory at Pennsylvania 
State University.

“Water is the healthiest drink 
people can consume, which is 
critical” for physical and mental 
health, Rosinger said by email.

Widespread beliefs about sleeping include advice on how much sleep is enough, 
what quality sleep means and how to achieve it, but when these pronounce-
ments are wrong, they can do more harm than good, researchers argue.
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By Lisa Rapaport

Most Americans spend at least 
two hours a day watching televi-
sion or videos, and a new study 
suggests they’re becoming more 
sedentary as they devote more 
remaining free time to sitting in 
front of computers.

Researchers examined data 
on almost 52,000 people, ages 
five and up, collected between 
2001 and 2016. By the end of the 
study period, a high proportion of 
people at all ages spent at least 
two hours daily sitting watching 
TV or videos: 62 percent of 5- to 
11-year-olds; 59 percent of 12- to 
19-year-olds; 62 percent of adults 
ages 20 to 64; and 84 percent of 
older adults.

On top of this, the proportion 
of people in all age groups who 
spent at least an hour a day on 
computers outside of work or 
school also rose. By the end of the 
study, 56 percent of children and 
57 percent of teens spent at least 
this much leisure time on comput-
ers each day, as did half of adults.

“The technology advancement 
in the modern society shifts the 
dynamics of household work, 
transportation, social interac-
tion and the nature of jobs,” said 
lead study author Lin Yang of the  
University of Calgary in Canada.

“As our daily life demands less 
physical activity, we accumulate 
sedentary time from sitting at 
school/work, motorized trans-
port, watching TV, computer use 
and so on,” all of which may be  

driving recent increases in total 
sitting time, Yang said by email.

From 2007 to 2016, average 
daily sitting time for teens in-
creased from 7 to 8.2 hours, re-
searchers report in JAMA. Total 
sitting time for adults rose from 
5.5 to 6.4 hours.

These substantial increases in 
sitting time are likely due to activ-
ities other than television or video 
watching, and appear closely 
linked to increased computer use.

Across all age groups, men, 
black people, obese individuals 
and physically inactive people 
were more likely to spend lots of 
time watching television and vid-
eos.

The study wasn’t a controlled 
experiment designed to prove 
whether or how sitting time might 
directly impact health outcomes.

Limitations include its reliance 
on survey participants to accu-
rately recall and report on how 
much time they spent engaged 
in various sedentary pursuits. 
Researchers also lacked data on 
how much time people spent on  
smartphones and tablets.

“We have come to rely on com-
puters and smartphones for many 
aspects of life from information 
to entertainment to social inter-
actions,” said Arch Mainous, a 
researcher at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville who wasn’t 
involved in the study.

“It is important to remember 
that our society has positively 
viewed most labor saving devices 
like microwave ovens, washing 

machines and fast food restau-
rants as ways to save time that 
can be devoted to leisure time,”  
Mainous said by email.

“With much work being done at 
a desk in front of a computer and 
numerous labor saving devices 
that provide more leisure time, it 
is incumbent on everyone to try 
and work some activity into their 

day,” Mainous advised.
Any activity, for any length 

of time, is going to give people 
more health benefits than sitting 
on the couch, said Keith Diaz, a 
researcher at Columbia Univer-
sity Medical Center in New York 
City who wasn’t involved in the  
study.

“Too much sitting time can in-

crease a person’s risk for diabetes, 
heart disease, and early death,” 
Diaz said by email. “If you have a 
job or lifestyle that involves a lot 
of sitting, you can lower your risk 
of early death by moving more 
often, for as long as you want and 
as your ability allows - the key is 
to just get moving in any way that 
you can.”

Americans get more sedentary as computer use surges

Most Americans spend at least two hours a day watching television or videos, 
and a new study suggests they’re becoming more sedentary as they devote 
more remaining free time to sitting in front of computers.

Soft bedding top cause of suffocation 
death for sleeping babies in U.S.

By Lisa Rapaport

Most sleep-related suffoca-
tion deaths among babies less 
than one year old happen be-
cause infants’ airways got 
blocked by things like pillows, 
blankets, couch cushions or 
adult mattresses, a U.S. study  
suggests.

Unintentional suffocation is 
the leading cause of injury and 
death among infants under age 
one in the U.S., researchers note 
in Pediatrics. For the study, re-
searchers examined national 
registry data 1,812 cases of 
sudden unexpected infant death 
(SUID) between 2011 and 2014.

Overall, 250 cases, or 14 
percent, involved suffocation. 
About 69 percent of these suf-
focation cases were caused by 
soft bedding like pillows and 
blankets or by infants sleeping 
on adult mattresses or couch 
cushions, which are may not be 
as firm as crib mattresses.

“Among soft bedding deaths, 
more than half of infants five to 
11 months old had their airways 
obstructed by blankets com-
pared with less than one-third 
of younger infants,” said lead 
study author Alexa Erck Lam-
bert of the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention in 
Chamberlee, Georgia.

Often, the older infants in the 
study who were suffocated by 
blankets got tangled up in them, 
Lambert said by email.

“It is likely that these older, 
more developed infants were 
mobile enough to become en-
tangled in blankets but were not 
yet coordinated enough to free 
themselves,” Lambert noted.

For babies up to four months 
old, pillows caused suffoca-
tion almost twice as often as for  
older infants in the study.

“Younger infants may have 
lacked the mobility and neck 
strength necessary to lift their 
heads to prevent an airway 
obstruction, especially when 
placed prone or on their side on 
a pillow,” Lambert said.

Almost one in five suffoca-
tion deaths in the study hap-
pened when sleeping babies got 
smothered by another person, 
which might occur when parents 
sleep with infants on a sofa or in 
an adult bed. And 12 percent of 
these cases were due to “wedg-
ing,” when babies get trapped 
between two objects, such as a 
mattress and a wall.

“Younger infants are less 
likely to get themselves into a 
wedged position because they 
are less mobile and cannot roll 
over on their own,” Lambert 
said.

“Infants who were suffocated 
by overlay were youngest and 
had a higher proportion born 
preterm than infants who were 
suffocated by soft bedding or 
wedging,” Lambert added.

To prevent SUID, doctors 
advise parents to put babies to 
sleep on their backs without 
blankets or other soft bedding or 
toys that could pose a suffoca-
tion risk. Ideally, babies should 
be in their own crib or bassinet 
in a caregiver’s room.

Co-sleeping, with babies in 
a bassinet next to the mother’s 
side of the bed, can help reduce 
the risk of SUID, said Dr. Lori 
Feldman-Winter of the Cooper 
Medical School of Rowan Uni-

versity in Camden, New Jersey.
“This not only decreases the 

risk of SUID, it also facilitates 
breastfeeding,” Feldman-Win-
ter, who wasn’t involved in the 
study, said by email.

But co-sleeping isn’t safe 
when it involves babies sharing 
an adult bed.

“It is bed-sharing that we 
don’t recommend because of the 
evidence that it may lead to suf-
focation from mechanisms such 
as overlay,” Feldman-Winter 
cautioned. “If a baby is brought 
into bed, for example to breast-
feed, then there should be no soft 
bedding, and the mattress should 
be firm, and away from the wall- 
to prevent entrapment.”

One limitation of the study is 
that it relied on data from death 
certificates, which lack specifics 
about the sleep environment and 
can be inconsistent in how they 
classify suffocation deaths, the 
study authors note.

Even so, the results offer 
fresh evidence of the risks ba-
bies face at different ages, said 
Dr. Michael Goodstein, direc-
tor of newborn services at York 
Hospital WellSpan Health in  
Pennsylvania.

“We have known for a long 
time that babies need to be in a 
safe sleep environment, which 
means no pillows, soft bed-
ding, blankets, bumper pads, 
head coverings - all things that 
are associated with an increased 
risk of SIDS and suffocation 
deaths,” Goodstein, who wasn’t 
involved in the study, said by 
email. “And the most danger-
ous place for a baby to sleep is 
on a couch - risks increase up to  
70-fold!”
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offers affordable advertising rates.
Call today and watch your business grow.

847-674-7941

Advertise in this 
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per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
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with advance payment

 Board-Certified Psychiatrist
needed to work from his office via
teleconferencing for mental health 
patients. Prefer you also be trained 

in pediatric and adolescent psychiatry.

MEDICAL HELP WANTED

OR Call 866-696-3880

Fax resume to: 866-376-8680, email 
medicalstaffrecruitingservices@gmail.com

COUNTRY ESTATE FOR SALE

Call Marion Valle 312-806-4201

E-mail: joanmarionvalle@msn.com

5.1 Acres; 4000 + SF Home 
4 Bedroom 4.1 Bath

Coach House for In-Law Apt. or Offices
Horse Legal, Barrington Hills

Asking $925,000

Valle Realty

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

કોલંિ��ા િસટી� �િ�ડ�ાના માં 

આવેલી �ે��ા�� હોટેલ માં 

હાઉસ કીિપંગ માટે કપલ 

અ�વા િસંગલ ��િ� ની ��ર 

છે. હાઉસ કીિપંગ કામ માટે 

સારો પગાર અને રહેવાની 

સગવડ આપવામાં આવશે.

કોલ કરો : 260-229-7866

S120K / 3400 Sq
Fully Equipped/Liquor 

License
Golf & Milwaukee

(Next to Patel Brothers) 
(Opening in Spring)
Text to 847-990-0554

RESTAURANT FOR SALE

BAIJU MEHTA CA, CPA
TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES

We specialize in:
Individual & Corporate Taxes

Partnership & S Corporation Taxes
INCLUDING FBAR, 

E-FILING & FAST REFUNDS.
PHONE: 224-595-1219PHONE: 224-595-1219

MOUNT PROSPECT, IL 60056

HELP WANTED
Indian restaurant in LA CROSSE, 

WISCONSIN.
LOOKING FOR TANDOOR & 

CURRY CHEF, KITCHEN STAFF 
& SERVING STAFF.

EXPERIENCE PREFERRED.

SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY.

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION:

319-929-5942

Individual and Business Taxes
Done For Less!
Starting at $45.

Call: Amit Thakkar, CPA
260-450-8661

435 Alles St. Unit 308
Des Plaines, IL 60016

athakkar@accountingbypro.com
www.accountingbypro.com

TAX SERVICES

We accept name 
change ads!

Call: 

847-674-7941 
For pricing & details

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

EYEBROW THREADERS WANTED
Chicago Salon hiring EXPERIENCED Eyebrow Threaders.

Knowledge of Body Waxing a plus.
Must be able to work on Thursday, Friday & Saturday.

Bring to interview either a model or pictures or facebook or instagram so we 
can see your work & establish salary.

1099 position, daily tips and weekly pay.

For interview call/text your 
name and experience to 773-338-2503 

25 Years of Professional & Trustworthy Service
Air - Cruises - Tours

www.natrajtravel.com
Email: info@natrajtravel.com

NATRAJ TRAVEL INC.

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

For full profile call: John at 847-867-0050 or e-mail your request to John@venturebus.com

Auto Repair & Tire Shop in West Suburb. Gross $700K. Asking $85K. Owner will consider all offers. 

Auto Repair Shop & Gas Station with C-Store in Wheeling area. Gross Sales $1.2M plus, Net $180K plus. Sold with 
Property. Established for over 25 years same owner. 

This is your opportunity to own a well known & established Steak Chop & Seafood Restaurant serving lunch & 
dinner with bar & entertainment located in Northwest Suburb. Grossing $5M. Net $500K plus. Sold with property. 
Established for over 30 years. 
Banquet Hall. Same owners for 30 plus years. In addition, the Village will allow 5 slot machines. Has 3 rooms, 2 can 
be open and can hold up to 450 to 500. Newly built brand new parking lot holds 90 cars and they renovated inside & 
outside of the building. Gross Sales $1.6M plus. Net. $200K.

AAA VENTURE BUSINESS BROKERS, LTD. can provide financing for a qualified buyer for all the 
businesses they sell with 10% down payment amortized for 25 years if it is with property.

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

NOW HIRING 

Email resume to 

afzall@hotmail.com

For Chicago and 
Suburban locations.

Restaurant 
Managers/Asst. Managers.
Excellent pay and benefits 

commensurate with 
experience.

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

India Bulletin28 Saturday, May 4, 2019

MARKET PLACE

http:// www.natrajtravel.com 
http:// www.accountingbypro.com 
mailto:info@natrajtravel.com
mailto:medicalstaffrecruitingservices@gmail.com
mailto:athakkar@accountingbypro.com
mailto:john@venturebus.com
mailto:afzall@hotmail.com
mailto:joanmarionvalle@msn.com


offers affordable advertising rates.
Call today and watch your business grow.

847-674-7941

CALL NOW: 888-308-9050

LOW PRICE GUARANTEED!
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+
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A&Q Electric Inc 
Licenced, insured & bonded

Service upgrade
Violation correction 

Call: 224-612-1380
Mohammed A. Jaleel
Suburbs and City of Chicago

LIVE-IN FEMALE 
CARE GIVER NEEDED FOR 

ELDERLY MOTHER
 

Gurdeep : 847-507-9023 
(Available on WhatsApp Also)

Kamal: 256-425-1113

Contact

GOOD PAY, FOOD and 
ACCOMODATION PROVIDED

HOTEL HELP WANTED

Please call 
Alkesh Patel at 224-200-9706

Or Email at 
alkeshpatel53227@gmail.com

NEED A NIGHT 
DESK CLERK WITH 

GOOD COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS FOR FRANCHISE 
HOTEL IN WISCONSIN. 

FOR SALE
Convenience Store/

Gas Station/Restaurant.
Two way liquor license.

Located in SE Indiana.

Call Mark: 
812-487-2665

Female, 39, never married, UK 
born & raised, based in 

Washington,DC; MBA, v.fair, 
slim, beautiful.

Seeking Hindu male bet 38-46 in 
USA, Canada and UK/ Europe.

Email bio/photo: 
dulcis2121@gmail.com

MATRIMONIAL

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

A unique combination 
of Indian Restaurant 

and Grocery Store for sale in 
Lake County, IL. Established 

business in a rich neighborhood. 

Call: 224-513-1051 
for details. 

Restaurant and 
Grocery Store for Sale 

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

1. Asking 8.4 mil, Yearly Room Revenue 1.76 mil, yearly NOI 
$760,000,59 Units, franchised (Best Western Monroe WA)

2. Asking 11.7 mil, Yearly Room revenue 3 mil, yearly NOI 1.1 mil, 120 
units, franchised. 

3. Asking 18 mil, Yearly room revenue 4 mil, 105 units, yearly NOI 2 
mil, ADR $140, franchised.

4. Asking 9.15 mil, Yearly room revenue 1.93 mil, yearly NOI $900,000, 
90 units, franchised, extra commercial lot for expansion.

5. Asking 4.29 Mil, Yearly room revenue $950,000, Yearly NOI 
$550,000, 68 Units, Non-Franchised. 

HOTELS

www.genesisrealtywa.com

INCOME PROPERTIES 
1. Asking 16 mil, 9 units, National 
Long-term tenants ,  year ly  NOI 
$920,000, steady guaranteed Income, 
Prime Location, 7 years old. 

2. Asking 15 mil, 10 units, National 
Long-term Tenants, yearly rental 
revenue million, steady income, Prime 
Location, 9 years old. 

Chong Lee, Des Broker, Genesis Realty: 1-206-949-4989, wbico@yahoo.com

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment

Advertise in this 
space for only

$30
per issue (4 issue minimum)

or $35 per issue
(2 issue minimum)  

with advance payment
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Aries (March 21 to April 20)
A sudden windfall will take you by surprise. The gains could 
be through inheritance. During a family get-together, you will 
also be overwhelmed by the goodwill and support that you are 
blessed with.

Taurus (April 21 to May 21)
This period leaves you a bit confused and vulnerable. You may 
get bogged down by the quantum of work that you suddenly 
have to handle and by the prospect of even more work that 
you anticipate in the coming days. The heart yearns for comfort 
and understanding from a partner, but it may not come easily.  

Gemini (May 22 to June 21)
You are enamoured by the prospect of an exciting new job that 
promises to be challenging creatively, and of course, signifi -
cantly better where remuneration is concerned. Some of you 
may get to travel.       

Cancer (June 22 to July 22)
A very interesting and unusual period begins, one which gives 
you a taste of heady success and fulfi lment. There are signifi -
cant purchases and some of them quite indulgent too! You are 
not a penny pincher in any case and loved ones get to see a 
really generous side of you.     

Leo (July 23 to August 22)
A week of dilemmas begins. Some interpersonal equations 
are pulled into a space of uncertainty and confl ict. There are 
also questions related to ethics – you may be displeased by 
the partisan attitude of superiors favouring a few particular 
individuals. Some may contemplate changing their job/ role. 

Virgo (August 23 to September 23)
Some of you are likely to take a concrete decision with regard 
to loans. This may be with regard to paying off  old, bothersome 
debts or purchase of a piece of land/property. There are quite a 
few emotional parameters that interfere with practical decision 
making, and you might be quite irritable.  

Libra (September 24 to October 23)
Although you are hardworking and focused, this week will make 
you restless and unsettled. Your indiff erent attitude is noticed 
by the people around you and it could possibly lead to some 
misunderstanding.    

Scorpio (October 24 to November 22)
The coming week is a period that brings professional fulfi lment 
for most of you. Some of you who have been through a rough 
phase, stand vindicated as the result of decisions taken by them 
in the past comes up bearing positive outcomes. 

Sagittarius (November 23 to December 21)
This week makes you focus on yourself and this can work both 
positively and likewise negatively. You may get rewarded for 
good work, however, in some cases, it may even bring fl ak if you 
are falling short of expectations. Short distance travel is likely. 

Capricorn (December 22 to January 20)
You are hardworking and try to introduce changes in the 
workplace. What is initially met with a little resistance may 
prove quite successful later. Some of you are able to impress 
superiors and may be given a position of greater responsibility. 
   
Aquarius (January 21 to February 19)
You are likely to perform better at work. Some of you who have 
been on the lookout for a suitable opportunity, strike good luck. 
This is not a time to be picky and it would be best to take the 
opportunities you are presented with. 

Pisces (February 20 to March 20)
A hectic week is lined-up. There is much more work to be 
done with very little time. While there is an infl ow of money 
you may fi nd yourself falling short on stamina to cope up with 
the demands of work.  

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE
(May 12 - 18, 2019)

India Bulletin
ADVERTORIALASTROLOGY

NEW YORK - Asia Society 
has named Discover Financial 
Services, Inc. as the “Overall 
Best Employer” for their eff orts 
in promoting and developing 
Asian Pacifi c American (APA) 
talent, with recognition for “dis-
tinguished performance” given 
to the leading independent digi-
tal media company BuzzFeed 
and professional services fi rm 
KPMG LLP.

Asia Society will present the 
awards to all the winning em-
ployers on May 15 in New York 
City at the 2019 Best Compa-
nies for Asian Pacifi c Americans 
Awards Ceremony and Dinner, 
held in conjunction with Asia 
Society’s 2019 Diversity & 
Marketing Leadership Summit. 
Previously known as the Diver-
sity Leadership Forum (DLF), 
the Summit has expanded to a 
two-day conference that looks 
at unleashing innovation and 
capturing market opportunities 
through powering Asian talent, 
consumers, and investors in the 
US and Asia.

“We launched this summit a 
decade ago to shine a light on 
the challenges and opportunities 
Asian Pacifi c Americans face in 
the workplace,” said Tom Na-
gorski, Asia Society’s Executive 
Vice President. “While challeng-
es for APA employees persist, 
we’ve also seen real progress 
being made by Fortune 500 and 
other multinational companies, 
both in creating an inclusive 
workplace for APA employees, 
as well as providing opportuni-
ties for APAs to advance into 
leadership positions. Asia Soci-
ety commends all of this year’s 
winners for their commitment 
in these areas, and we hope that 
others will follow their lead.”

The “Overall Best Employer 
for Asian Pacifi c Americans” 
award recognizes companies 
that exhibit excellence in all of 
the other award areas.

“At Discover, we are passion-
ate about fostering a collabora-
tive and high-performing work 
environment for all our employ-
ees, and believe diversity and in-
clusion leads to stronger innova-
tion, growth, and success,” said 
Sara Breyfogle, executive spon-
sor of the Asian Professionals 

employee resource group at Dis-
cover. “This recognition from 
the Asia Society refl ects our on-
going commitment to encourage 
diversity in the workplace.”

Both BuzzFeed and KPMG 
are once again recognized this 
year. Having only joined the sur-
vey last year, BuzzFeed is again 
commended for their work, es-
pecially for promoting APAs 
into leadership positions. Mean-
while, KPMG is also named the 
best employer for sponsorship 
and the development of work-
force skills for Asian Pacifi c 
Americans. KPMG has been 
recognized as an award winner 
in each of the last eight years.

“At KPMG, diversity and in-
clusion are core values as we 
recognize that all of our peo-
ple’s backgrounds and experi-
ences help our organization 
grow, thrive and drive innova-
tive outcomes, ” said Michele 
Meyer-Shipp, Chief Diversity 
and Inclusion Offi  cer at KPMG. 
“KPMG is honored to again be 
recognized by the Asia Society 
for having an inclusive, sup-
portive culture where Asian Pa-
cifi c Americans can develop and 
build great careers.”

As part of BuzzFeed’s eff orts 
to support APAs in leadership 
positions and enrich the overall 
employee experience for APAs, 
BuzzFeed’s Asian-affi  nity ERG, 
A*FAMILY, hosts professional 
development series for its mem-
bers. Dao Nguyen, BuzzFeed’s 
Publisher and executive spon-
sor of A*FAMILY, says the 
ERG also off ers programming 
that extends beyond BuzzFeed 
and incorporates the larger APA 
community.

“We’ve highlighted prominent 
Asian talent by inviting guest 
speakers to BuzzFeed, celebrat-
ed key cultural moments like 
Diwali, and supported both lo-
cal initiatives and international 
fundraisers. Our diverse pro-
gramming gives APA employees 
a ton of opportunities to engage 
with our cultures and foster 
community at BuzzFeed,” said 
Nguyen. 

AT&T and PepsiCo were not-
ed for demonstrating innovative 
practices in a new category that 
was added to the awards process 

this year: Best Company Mar-
keting to Asian Pacifi c American 
Consumers and Investors.

“We are again thrilled and 
honored to be recognized by 
Asia Society, especially in this 
new marketing category,” said 
Corey Anthony, SVP-HR and 
chief diversity offi  cer at AT&T. 
“We appreciate the individuality, 
culture, and heritage of each of 
our customer segments and try 
to refl ect that in our advertis-
ing, marketing and sponsorships 
throughout the year. This honor 
– with those we’ve received 
from Asia Society in the past for 
our talent pipeline and mentor-
ing – shows the depth and con-
sistency of our diversity strategy 
and impact of our eff orts.”

“PepsiCo is committed to cre-
ating smiles for our consumers 
and customers by off ering them 
unique moments. Delighting dif-
ferent consumer cohorts such as 
Asian Pacifi c Americans with 
our products and making their 
lives more enjoyable through 
every sip and bite is our aim. 
Our power is in the diversity 
of our associates who drive the 
innovation, design and messag-
ing of our products and brands 
through data and insights. We 
are grateful for this recognition 
from Asia Society,” said Umran 
Beba, Chief Global Diversity & 
Engagement Offi  cer at PepsiCo.

The results are part of Asia 
Society’s 10th Annual Asian 
Corporate Survey, which hon-
ors employers for their achieve-
ments in promoting diversity and 
the quality of their APA work-
force initiatives. The annual sur-
vey measures the experience of 
Asian Pacifi c Americans at For-
tune 500 and other large compa-
nies, with over 2,500 employees 
participating in the 2019 survey. 
It is part of Asia Society’s eff orts 
to showcase the expanding infl u-
ence of Asian Pacifi c American 
workers in the economy and how 
employers are responding.

Finalists and winners are 
chosen based on a combina-
tion of employee survey results 
(80 percent) and scores from 
a blind panel of expert judges 
(20 percent). Employees of Asia 
Society are not involved in the 
awards decisions.

Asia Society names Discover, BuzzFeed, 
and KPMG as best employers for 
Asian Pacific Americans in 2019
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6810 Route 53, Woodridge, IL 60517
630 | 739 | 7000

www.directfloors.net

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

• CARPET • TILE • HARDWOOD  
• CUSTOM AREA RUGS • WINDOW TREATMENTS 

• GRANITE COUNTERTOPS & more!

“We Care What You Walk On”

Mon & Wed., 9am to 6pm I Tues. & Thurs., 9am to 8pm I Fri. & Sat, 9am to 5pm Come visit our new 18,000 sq. ft. showroom

Proudly serving the community with over 30 years experience

NEW
LOCATION!

http:// www.directfloors.net 
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